
the drover's wife summary
the drover's wife summary provides an insightful overview of one of
Australia's most iconic short stories, originally written by Henry Lawson.
This narrative captures the resilience and stoicism of a woman living in the
harsh Australian outback, highlighting themes of survival, isolation, and
gender roles. The story is set against the backdrop of the rugged bush, where
the drover's wife faces numerous challenges alone while her husband is away.
Understanding the plot, character development, and thematic elements is
essential for grasping the story’s significance in Australian literature.
This article will explore the detailed summary of the drover's wife, analyze
its main themes, and discuss its literary importance. Additionally, the
article will cover adaptations and interpretations that have kept the story
relevant over time.
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Plot Summary of The Drover’s Wife
The drover’s wife is a short story that centers on a woman living in the
Australian bush, managing her household while her husband, a drover, is away
for extended periods. The story opens with the wife alone in a remote hut
with her children, emphasizing her isolation and vulnerability. One of the
pivotal moments occurs when a snake enters the hut, threatening the safety of
her family. Displaying courage and quick thinking, she confronts the snake,
eventually killing it to protect her children. This incident highlights the
constant dangers and hardships faced by people living in the outback. The
narrative unfolds with a focus on the wife’s strength and determination,
illustrating her role as both caretaker and protector in a male-dominated
environment.

Detailed Sequence of Events
The story begins with a description of the barren and unforgiving landscape
surrounding the wife’s hut, setting a tone of isolation. The children are
playing inside as the snake slithers into the room unnoticed. The drover’s



wife first attempts to catch the snake to prevent harm, but when the snake
threatens her, she uses a stick to strike it down. After killing the snake,
she reflects on her life’s hardships and the absence of her husband,
underscoring her loneliness and the burden of responsibility she carries. The
story closes on a note that combines relief with a somber acknowledgment of
the harsh realities of bush life.

Main Characters and Character Analysis
The drover’s wife is the central figure in the story, embodying resilience
and independence. Her character is portrayed through her actions and minimal
dialogue, revealing a woman who is self-reliant and resourceful. The
children, though not deeply developed as characters, serve to emphasize the
wife’s maternal role and the stakes of her struggles. The drover, the
husband, remains an absent figure whose presence is felt only through his
role as a provider and the source of the wife’s solitude.

The Drover’s Wife
She is characterized by her toughness, courage, and endurance. Despite the
overwhelming challenges of frontier life, she does not succumb to despair.
Her quick reaction to the snake attack illustrates her protective instincts
and readiness to face danger head-on. The wife’s character challenges
traditional gender roles by showing a woman who must assume both domestic and
survival responsibilities.

The Children
The children represent innocence and vulnerability. Their presence motivates
the wife’s actions and highlights the importance of family unity in the face
of adversity. The children’s dependency also magnifies the wife’s role as
their sole guardian during the drover’s absence.

The Drover
Though not physically present, the drover’s role is crucial. He symbolizes
the traditional male figure whose work requires him to be away, leaving the
wife to fend for herself. His absence intensifies the wife’s isolation and
underscores the harsh realities of rural life.

Themes and Symbolism
The drover’s wife explores several enduring themes, including isolation,
survival, gender roles, and the relationship between humans and nature. The



story’s symbolism enriches these themes, offering deeper insight into the
protagonist’s experience and the broader social context.

Isolation and Loneliness
The physical setting of the story—the remote and barren bush—mirrors the
emotional isolation experienced by the wife. Her solitude is palpable and
shapes her worldview, emphasizing the loneliness inherent in frontier life.

Survival and Resilience
Survival is a central theme, with the wife’s actions symbolizing human
perseverance against natural and social challenges. Her ability to kill the
snake represents triumph over danger and adversity.

Gender Roles and Female Strength
The story challenges traditional gender expectations by portraying a woman
who must adopt roles typically associated with men. The drover’s wife is both
nurturer and protector, demonstrating that strength and courage are not
confined to one gender.

Nature as an Adversary
The natural environment in the story is depicted as harsh and unforgiving.
The snake serves as a symbol of the dangers lurking in the wilderness,
reinforcing the theme of humans struggling to coexist with nature.

Historical and Cultural Context
The drover’s wife was written during a period when Australia was defining its
national identity, with the bush representing both hardship and opportunity.
The story reflects the realities of settler life in the late 19th and early
20th centuries, emphasizing the challenges faced by women on the frontier.
Understanding this context is essential to appreciate the story’s
significance and its portrayal of gender and social roles during that era.

Australian Bush Life
The story captures the essence of life in the Australian outback, where
isolation and environmental threats were common. It provides a realistic
depiction of the daily struggles involved in rural living, particularly for
women left behind while men worked as drovers.



Gender Dynamics of the Time
During the time the story was written, women were often confined to domestic
roles. The drover’s wife, however, demonstrates that women in the bush had to
fulfill multiple roles, challenging societal norms and highlighting their
indispensable contributions to frontier survival.

Adaptations and Legacy
The drover’s wife has inspired numerous adaptations and reinterpretations
across various media, including literature, theater, and film. Its enduring
relevance is attributed to its powerful depiction of female strength and its
exploration of Australian identity.

Literary and Artistic Adaptations
Several writers and artists have revisited the story or its themes to explore
contemporary issues of gender and cultural identity. These adaptations often
emphasize the drover’s wife’s role as a symbol of resilience and empowerment.

Influence on Australian Culture
The story is considered a classic of Australian literature and is frequently
studied in educational settings. It contributes to the national narrative by
highlighting the unique challenges of bush life and the role of women in
shaping Australian society.

List of Notable Adaptations

Theatrical plays inspired by the story

Film and television adaptations

Contemporary literary reinterpretations

Visual art and exhibitions focusing on the drover’s wife

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main theme of 'The Drover's Wife'?
The main theme of 'The Drover's Wife' is the resilience and strength of
women, particularly focusing on the struggles and isolation faced by a woman
living in the Australian outback.

Who is the author of 'The Drover's Wife'?
'The Drover's Wife' is a short story written by Henry Lawson, a prominent
Australian writer.

What is the setting of 'The Drover's Wife'?
The story is set in the harsh and isolated Australian bush, highlighting the
challenges of rural life.

What challenges does the drover's wife face in the
story?
The drover's wife faces isolation, the threat of a snake in her home, and the
responsibility of protecting her children while her husband is away droving.

How does the drover's wife demonstrate strength in
the story?
She shows strength by courageously confronting the snake alone, managing the
household, and caring for her children despite being isolated and vulnerable.

What role does nature play in 'The Drover's Wife'?
Nature is depicted as both beautiful and threatening, symbolizing the
hardships of outback life and the drover's wife's struggle for survival.

How has 'The Drover's Wife' influenced Australian
literature?
'The Drover's Wife' is considered a classic of Australian literature,
influencing many works that explore themes of isolation, gender roles, and
the Australian landscape.

Additional Resources
1. The Drover’s Wife by Henry Lawson
This classic Australian short story explores the life of a woman living in
the harsh outback while her husband is away droving. The narrative highlights
themes of isolation, resilience, and survival in the unforgiving landscape.
It offers a glimpse into the challenges faced by women on the frontier and



their strength in adversity.

2. The Drover’s Wife: The Legend of Molly Johnson by Leah Purcell
A contemporary retelling of Lawson’s story, this novel reimagines the
drover’s wife as an Indigenous woman named Molly Johnson. It delves deeper
into issues of race, gender, and colonialism in Australia’s history. The book
blends historical fiction with powerful themes of identity and empowerment.

3. Women of the Australian Outback by Susan Johnson
This nonfiction work examines the lives of women living in rural Australia,
focusing on their roles, struggles, and contributions. It contextualizes
stories like the drover’s wife within the broader history of the outback. The
book provides rich historical background and personal anecdotes.

4. Outback Women: Stories of Courage and Survival by Margaret Hazzard
A collection of true stories and biographies of women who lived and thrived
in the Australian outback. These narratives showcase the resilience and
determination required to endure harsh conditions. The book complements the
themes found in the drover’s wife story.

5. The Bush: Travels in the Heart of Australia by Don Watson
This travelogue offers insights into the Australian bush, capturing its
landscapes, history, and people. It helps readers understand the environment
that shaped stories like The Drover’s Wife. The book combines personal
reflections with cultural and historical analysis.

6. Women and the Bush: Forces of Change by Kay Saunders
An academic exploration of the social and cultural dynamics affecting women
in rural Australia. It discusses changing gender roles and the impact of
modernization on traditional lifestyles. The book sheds light on the evolving
context behind tales of drovers and their families.

7. The Outback Wife by Justine Ford
A historical novel centered on a woman managing life in the remote Australian
outback after her husband’s departure. It explores themes of independence,
hardship, and community in a frontier setting. The story echoes the emotional
and physical challenges portrayed in The Drover’s Wife.

8. Tracks by Robyn Davidson
A memoir recounting the author’s journey across the Australian desert with
camels. While not directly about drovers or their wives, it captures the
isolation and ruggedness of the outback environment. The book highlights
personal endurance and connection to the land.

9. Australian Stories: Women of the Land by Elizabeth Webby
This anthology compiles various stories and essays about women who have
shaped Australian rural life. It provides diverse perspectives on hardships,
triumphs, and the cultural significance of women in the bush. The collection
enriches understanding of the themes present in The Drover’s Wife.
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Everest Media,, 2022-06-22T22:59:00Z Please note: This is a companion version & not the original
book. Sample Book Insights: #1 In 1807, merchant James DeWolf looked out his window and saw
ships loading and unloading their cargos. He was one of the wealthiest and most influential people in
Bristol, Rhode Island. #2 The Triangle Trade was the slave-based commerce between North America
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gender. This edited collection includes a wide range of scholarly essays, as well as artists’ voices and
their accounts of their works and practices. The Introduction outlines the book’s key approaches to
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Eggert, 2013 Biography of a Book traces the life of an iconic Australian literary work in the lead-up
to, and for a century after, its initial publication: Henry Lawson's 1896 collection While the Billy
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Hotel Drover | Newest Hotel in Fort Worth Stockyards At Hotel Drover, we specialize in
personalized guest experiences that seamlessly blend historic charm with modern luxury. Discover
the unique allure of our new in-room amenities,
DROVER Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster   The meaning of DROVER is one who drives
cattle or sheep
Hotel Drover, Autograph Collection - Family & Pet friendly Hotel Located in Fort Worth, our
hotel offers a hot tub, outdoor pool, restaurant and daily housekeeping. Book directly and get
exclusive rates
Drover - Wikipedia Look up drover in Wiktionary, the free dictionary
DROVER | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary DROVER definition: 1. (especially in the
past) someone whose job is moving groups of animals, especially cattle or. Learn more
DROVER Definition & Meaning | Drover definition: a person who drives cattle or sheep to
market.. See examples of DROVER used in a sentence
drover noun - Definition, pictures, pronunciation and usage notes Definition of drover noun in
Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary. Meaning, pronunciation, picture, example sentences,
grammar, usage notes, synonyms and more
DROVER definition and meaning | Collins English Dictionary A drover is someone whose job is
to make sheep or cattle move from one place to another in groups. There we found a drover and
donkey ready to take our luggage. Collins COBUILD
drover, n. meanings, etymology and more | Oxford English Dictionary There are four
meanings listed in OED's entry for the noun drover, two of which are labelled obsolete. See
‘Meaning & use’ for definitions, usage, and quotation evidence
Drover - definition of drover by The Free Dictionary drover (ˈdrəʊvə) n (Agriculture) a person
whose occupation is the driving of sheep or cattle, esp to and from market
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