
support group activities for adults

support group activities for adults play a crucial role in fostering
connection, healing, and growth among individuals facing similar challenges.
These activities are designed to encourage open communication, provide
emotional support, and build a sense of community. Whether the group focuses
on mental health, addiction recovery, chronic illness, bereavement, or other
life circumstances, carefully planned group activities can enhance the
overall effectiveness of support sessions. This article explores various
types of support group activities for adults, highlighting their benefits and
providing practical examples. Additionally, it outlines how facilitators can
tailor these activities to meet the unique needs of their participants,
ensuring inclusivity and engagement. Understanding and implementing diverse
support group activities for adults can lead to stronger interpersonal bonds
and improved coping mechanisms. The following sections provide a detailed
overview of thematic activities, creative exercises, and skill-building
approaches suitable for adult support groups.

Types of Support Group Activities for Adults

Benefits of Support Group Activities

Creative and Therapeutic Activities

Skill-Building and Educational Activities

How to Facilitate Effective Support Group Activities

Types of Support Group Activities for Adults

Support group activities for adults can vary widely depending on the group's
focus, size, and goals. These activities are typically designed to encourage
interaction, mutual understanding, and emotional expression. Common types
include icebreakers, discussion prompts, role-playing exercises, and creative
projects. Each type serves a different function, such as building trust,
increasing self-awareness, or developing coping strategies. Facilitators
often combine several approaches to maintain engagement and address diverse
participant needs.

Icebreaker and Warm-Up Activities

Icebreaker activities are essential at the beginning of support group
meetings to create a comfortable environment. These typically involve simple
questions or games that help participants introduce themselves and share
light personal information. Examples include “Two Truths and a Lie” or
“Common Ground,” where members identify shared interests or experiences. Such
activities reduce anxiety and foster initial connections among group members.



Discussion-Based Activities

Discussion prompts encourage participants to reflect and share their feelings
or experiences related to the group’s theme. Facilitators may use open-ended
questions, storytelling, or structured sharing rounds to ensure everyone has
a chance to speak. This method promotes empathy, validation, and collective
problem-solving. For example, a grief support group might discuss coping
mechanisms for difficult anniversaries or holidays.

Role-Playing and Scenario Exercises

Role-playing activities enable participants to practice communication and
problem-solving skills in a safe setting. These exercises often simulate
real-life situations related to the group’s focus, such as setting
boundaries, managing triggers, or asking for help. Through role-play, adults
can gain confidence, explore alternative responses, and receive constructive
feedback from peers and facilitators.

Benefits of Support Group Activities

Engaging in well-structured support group activities for adults offers
numerous psychological, social, and emotional benefits. These activities help
reduce feelings of isolation, increase self-esteem, and foster resilience.
Moreover, they promote a sense of belonging and shared purpose, which can be
especially valuable for individuals coping with chronic conditions or life
transitions. The interactive nature of group activities enhances learning and
retention of coping strategies.

Emotional Support and Validation

One of the primary benefits of support group activities is the opportunity
for emotional expression and validation. Participants often feel understood
and accepted when sharing their stories and hearing others’ experiences. This
mutual validation can alleviate feelings of shame, guilt, or loneliness
associated with various challenges.

Skill Development and Empowerment

Support group activities frequently incorporate skill-building elements that
empower adults to manage their situations more effectively. These may include
stress management techniques, communication skills, or problem-solving
strategies. Developing these skills within a supportive community context
helps participants apply them in everyday life with greater confidence.

Creative and Therapeutic Activities

Creative and therapeutic activities are valuable components of support group
activities for adults, offering nonverbal outlets for expression and healing.
Arts-based approaches can complement verbal sharing and appeal to
participants who may find it difficult to articulate emotions directly. These
activities also promote mindfulness and relaxation, contributing to overall



well-being.

Art Therapy Projects

Art therapy activities may involve drawing, painting, collage-making, or
sculpting. Facilitators provide prompts related to the group’s theme, such as
“Create a visual representation of your support system” or “Express your
feelings through color.” Artistic expression can reveal subconscious thoughts
and emotions, facilitating deeper insight and discussion.

Journaling and Writing Exercises

Writing activities encourage reflection and personal storytelling.
Participants may be guided to write letters to themselves, compose poems, or
document progress and challenges. Group members can choose to share their
writings, fostering connection and empathy. Journaling also serves as a
therapeutic tool for processing emotions and tracking growth over time.

Mindfulness and Relaxation Techniques

Incorporating mindfulness exercises such as deep breathing, guided imagery,
or progressive muscle relaxation helps participants manage stress and
increase present-moment awareness. These techniques can be practiced
individually or as a group activity, enhancing emotional regulation and
mental clarity.

Skill-Building and Educational Activities

Many support groups integrate educational components and practical skill-
building exercises to equip adults with tools necessary for managing their
specific challenges. These activities provide actionable knowledge and
improve participants’ ability to navigate complex situations effectively.

Communication and Assertiveness Training

Effective communication is a common focus in support group activities for
adults. Role-playing assertiveness scenarios or practicing “I” statements
helps participants express needs clearly and set boundaries respectfully.
These skills are critical for maintaining healthy relationships and reducing
interpersonal conflicts.

Problem-Solving and Goal-Setting Workshops

Problem-solving sessions guide participants through structured approaches to
identifying challenges, brainstorming solutions, and evaluating outcomes.
Goal-setting exercises encourage adults to define realistic, measurable
objectives related to recovery, health, or personal development. Facilitators
may use worksheets or group discussions to support these processes.



Resource Sharing and Psychoeducation

Educational activities often include sharing information about community
resources, coping strategies, and relevant health or legal topics.
Psychoeducation enhances participants’ understanding of their conditions or
situations, empowering informed decision-making and self-advocacy.

How to Facilitate Effective Support Group
Activities

Successful facilitation of support group activities for adults requires
careful planning, sensitivity, and adaptability. Facilitators must create a
safe, inclusive environment where all members feel respected and supported.
Clear guidelines and confidentiality agreements are fundamental to fostering
trust and openness.

Assessing Group Needs and Preferences

Before implementing activities, facilitators should assess the group’s
composition, cultural backgrounds, and specific challenges. Tailoring
activities to participants’ interests and comfort levels increases engagement
and relevance. Regular feedback collection can inform ongoing adjustments.

Setting Clear Objectives and Guidelines

Each support group activity should have clear goals that align with the
group’s overall purpose. Facilitators must communicate expectations and
ground rules, such as confidentiality and respectful listening. Structured
sessions with defined timeframes help maintain focus and momentum.

Encouraging Participation and Managing Dynamics

Facilitators should employ techniques to encourage participation from all
members, including quieter individuals. Balancing group dynamics and
addressing conflicts promptly ensures a positive atmosphere. Using a variety
of activities caters to different learning styles and prevents monotony.

Prepare activities in advance and have materials ready.

Use open-ended questions to stimulate discussion.

Monitor emotional responses and provide support as needed.

Encourage peer-to-peer support and validation.

Adapt activities based on group feedback and progress.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are some effective support group activities for
adults to promote emotional sharing?

Effective activities include guided sharing circles, storytelling sessions,
and emotion mapping exercises, which encourage participants to express and
understand their feelings in a safe environment.

How can art therapy be incorporated into adult
support group activities?

Art therapy can be incorporated by organizing activities like painting,
drawing, or collage-making, allowing adults to express their emotions non-
verbally and facilitating healing and self-discovery.

What role do icebreaker activities play in adult
support groups?

Icebreaker activities help to build trust and rapport among group members,
reduce anxiety, and create a comfortable atmosphere for open communication
and support.

Can mindfulness exercises be beneficial in support
groups for adults?

Yes, mindfulness exercises such as guided meditation, deep breathing, and
body scans can help adults manage stress, increase self-awareness, and
improve emotional regulation within support groups.

What are some group activities that encourage peer
support among adults?

Activities like peer mentoring, group problem-solving tasks, and shared goal
setting encourage adults to support each other, fostering a sense of
community and mutual encouragement.

How can role-playing be used in adult support group
activities?

Role-playing allows participants to practice coping strategies, improve
communication skills, and gain new perspectives by simulating real-life
scenarios in a supportive setting.

What are the benefits of incorporating physical
activities into adult support groups?

Physical activities such as group walks, yoga, or gentle stretching can
improve mood, reduce anxiety, and enhance group cohesion by promoting
physical well-being alongside emotional support.



How do discussion-based activities benefit adults in
support groups?

Discussion-based activities provide a platform for sharing experiences,
gaining insights, and developing problem-solving skills, which can empower
adults to overcome challenges collectively.

What considerations should be made when planning
support group activities for adults with diverse
backgrounds?

Activities should be inclusive, culturally sensitive, and adaptable to
different abilities and preferences to ensure all participants feel
respected, valued, and able to engage meaningfully.

Additional Resources
1. Building Bonds: A Guide to Effective Support Group Facilitation
This book offers practical strategies for leading adult support groups with
empathy and confidence. It covers techniques for fostering trust, encouraging
open communication, and managing group dynamics. Facilitators will find tools
for creating a safe space where members can share and grow together.

2. The Healing Circle: Using Support Groups for Emotional Wellness
Focused on the therapeutic benefits of support groups, this book explores how
collective sharing can aid emotional recovery. It provides insights into
different types of support groups and how they help participants cope with
grief, addiction, and chronic illness. Readers will learn how to cultivate
resilience through community support.

3. Connecting Through Conversation: Activities for Adult Support Groups
This resource is packed with engaging activities designed to promote
connection and understanding among group members. It includes icebreakers,
trust-building exercises, and discussion prompts tailored for various support
group themes. Leaders can use these activities to enhance participation and
deepen relationships.

4. Strength in Numbers: Empowering Adults in Support Groups
This book highlights the power of shared experiences in overcoming personal
challenges. It emphasizes strategies to empower group members to take an
active role in their healing journey. The author provides case studies and
success stories to inspire both facilitators and participants.

5. From Isolation to Inclusion: Creating Supportive Adult Communities
A guide to establishing and nurturing adult support groups that foster
inclusivity and belonging. It addresses common barriers adults face in
seeking support and offers solutions to build welcoming environments. The
book also discusses cultural sensitivity and adapting groups to diverse
populations.

6. Mindful Support: Integrating Mindfulness Practices into Group Sessions
This book introduces mindfulness techniques that can be incorporated into
support group meetings to reduce stress and increase emotional awareness. It
offers guided exercises and meditation scripts suitable for adults facing
anxiety, depression, or life transitions. Facilitators will find tips for
creating a calm and focused group atmosphere.



7. Beyond Words: Creative Expression in Support Groups
Exploring the use of art, writing, and other creative outlets, this book
shows how non-verbal activities can enhance healing in support groups. It
provides step-by-step instructions for creative projects that help members
express feelings they may struggle to verbalize. The approach encourages
deeper self-discovery and group connection.

8. Leading with Compassion: Emotional Intelligence in Support Group
Facilitation
This book delves into the role of emotional intelligence in effectively
guiding adult support groups. It offers techniques for recognizing and
responding to the emotional needs of group members. Facilitators will learn
how to handle conflicts, foster empathy, and create a supportive group
culture.

9. Life Transitions: Support Group Strategies for Adults Facing Change
Designed for groups supporting adults through major life changes such as
divorce, retirement, or loss, this book provides targeted strategies and
activities. It emphasizes resilience-building and practical coping skills to
navigate transitions. The author shares real-life examples to illustrate
successful group interventions.
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  support group activities for adults: Group Activities with Older Adults Vicki Dent, 2017-07-05
If you have responsibility for providing activities for older adults and you aren't sure whether what
you are providing is effective, or you have exhausted all your own activity ideas then this book is for
you. This clear and easy-to-use resource provides the tools you require to develop and implement a
range of activities that meet the needs of your group. Structured around the ten areas of activity
need - cognitive, creative, cultural, educational/employment, emotional, physical, self-esteem,
sensory, social and spiritual - this book is a resource of activity ideas with hints, tips and suggestions
for successful planning and delivery, and guidance on recording and evaluating activity
programmes. It explores some of the adaptations required to meet the needs of younger clients,
those with dementia, and those with communication difficulties. It is an ideal resource for anyone
working with elderly people wanting to improve on an existing activity programme, or wishing to
commence one.
  support group activities for adults: Substance Abuse Group Therapy Activities for
Adults Catherine Johnson, ,Shreya Maon , Saveria McCullough, 2023 Substance Abuse Group
Therapy Activities for Adults Substance Abuse Group Therapy Activities for Adults: A Complete
Guide with 1000 Exercises and Examples for Effective Recovery and Healing is a comprehensive
resource designed to help mental health professionals, addiction counselors, and group facilitators
develop and implement effective group therapy programs for adults struggling with substance
abuse. This practical and engaging guide offers a wide range of activities, exercises, and examples
that foster personal growth, promote healing, and support lasting recovery. Drawing on the latest
research and evidence-based practices, this book provides a solid foundation in the fundamental
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principles of group therapy for substance abuse treatment. Topics covered include: The benefits of
group therapy for individuals coping with addiction Different types of group therapy models and
their unique advantages Strategies for creating a safe, supportive, and inclusive group environment
Techniques for facilitating open and honest communication among group members Approaches to
addressing common challenges and barriers in group therapy With 800 carefully curated exercises
and examples, this comprehensive guide offers a wealth of activities to engage group members,
encourage self-reflection, and promote meaningful change. The activities are organized into several
thematic sections, each addressing a key aspect of the recovery process: Building Trust and
Connection: These activities focus on fostering a sense of belonging and support within the group,
helping members to build trust, develop empathy, and form strong connections with one another.
Self-Awareness and Self-Reflection: This section includes exercises that encourage group members
to explore their thoughts, feelings, and behaviors related to substance abuse, gaining valuable
insights into their personal experiences and patterns of use. Coping Skills and Relapse Prevention:
These activities help group members develop essential skills for managing stress, coping with
cravings, and preventing relapse, empowering them to take control of their recovery journey.
Emotional Regulation and Mindfulness: This section offers exercises that teach group members how
to effectively manage difficult emotions, cultivate self-compassion, and practice mindfulness,
promoting emotional well-being and resilience. Communication and Relationship Building: These
activities focus on enhancing interpersonal skills, improving communication, and fostering healthy
relationships, supporting group members in their efforts to rebuild connections with loved ones and
establish new, supportive networks. Goal Setting and Personal Growth: This section includes
exercises that encourage group members to set realistic, achievable goals for their recovery and
personal growth, helping them to stay motivated and committed to lasting change. In addition to
these thematic sections, the book also features numerous real-world examples and case studies that
illustrate the transformative power of group therapy for individuals coping with substance abuse.
These inspiring stories offer valuable insights and lessons for mental health professionals, addiction
counselors, and group facilitators seeking to develop effective, evidence-based programs for their
clients. The final section of the book examines the broader implications of substance abuse
treatment, exploring the role of community resources, family involvement, and ongoing support in
promoting lasting recovery and healing. Topics covered include: The importance of aftercare and
continued support for individuals in recovery Strategies for engaging family members and loved
ones in the treatment process The role of peer support groups and community resources in
sustaining recovery
  support group activities for adults: Mental Health Group Therapy Activities for Adults
Theo Gaius, 2023-05-31 Mental Health Group Therapy Activities for Adults :A Complete Guide to
Group Therapy activities for Mental Health and Wellbeing **************Packed with Real Life
Examples ******************************* Mental health is a growing concern in today's fast-paced,
ever-changing world. As individuals navigate the complexities of modern life, many are seeking
support and guidance to enhance their emotional well-being. Mental Health Group Therapy
Activities for Adults: A Complete Guide to Enhancing Well-Being and Nurturing Connections through
Shared Therapeutic Experiences offers a comprehensive, evidence-based approach to group therapy,
providing readers with a wealth of activities, exercises, and strategies designed to promote mental
health, foster meaningful connections, and cultivate resilience in the face of adversity. This essential
guide is perfect for mental health professionals, group facilitators, and individuals who wish to
explore the transformative power of group therapy. It covers a wide range of topics, including the
foundations of group therapy, techniques for facilitating open and honest communication among
group members, and approaches for addressing specific mental health concerns, such as anxiety,
depression, and trauma. This book aims to provide readers with a holistic approach to mental health
and well-being through group therapy. Group therapy activities for mental health and well-being:
Discover an array of activities tailored to suit various group therapy settings and objectives. These
activities focus on promoting self-awareness, self-expression, emotional regulation, and



interpersonal growth, empowering participants to develop new coping strategies and gain insights
into their mental health journey. Adult mental health group therapy exercises and techniques: Learn
techniques for creating a safe, supportive, and inclusive group environment that fosters open and
honest communication among group members. This book offers exercises designed specifically for
adults, addressing the unique challenges and experiences they face in their journey towards mental
health and well-being. Comprehensive guide to group therapy activities for adults: Explore the
benefits of group therapy for mental health, including the opportunities for social support,
skill-building, and personal growth. This all-encompassing guide provides mental health
professionals and group facilitators with the tools necessary to promote mental health, foster
meaningful connections, and navigate life's challenges with grace and resilience. Enhancing
emotional wellness through group therapy strategies: Delve into evidence-based strategies for
addressing specific mental health concerns, such as anxiety, depression, and trauma, within the
context of group therapy. By engaging in these activities, participants can build a support network
that will serve them well on their journey towards emotional wellness and personal growth.
Collaborative therapeutic experiences for adult mental health: Uncover the power of human
connection and the potential for growth that lies within each individual. This book emphasizes the
importance of collaboration, empathy, and shared experiences in promoting mental health and
well-being, providing readers with the inspiration and guidance necessary to make the most of their
group therapy experience. Building resilience and connections in adult group therapy: Learn how to
maintain progress and integrate group therapy learnings into daily life. This book offers tips for
cultivating resilience, nurturing connections, and fostering a sense of belonging, both within the
group therapy setting and beyond. Together, let us explore the world of mental health group therapy
and unlock the door to a brighter, more fulfilling future.
  support group activities for adults: Emerging Adults and Substance Use Disorder
Treatment Douglas C. Smith, 2018 In-depth discussion of how developmental features during
emerging adulthood influence diagnosis and treatment Extends beyond the typical coverage of just
alcohol use among college students to also focus on treatments for other substances, as well as
strong emphasis on non-college emerging adults Addresses current anti-stigma campaigns, and
advocates for using humane language when describing individuals with substance related problems.
  support group activities for adults: Healthy Generations Scott McPhee, MS, DrPH, OT,
FAOTA, Tim Johnson, DA, 2025-02-26 Healthy Generations: Empowering Elders to Thrive in Senior
Living Communities As the population of older adults rapidly grows, senior living communities face
increasing challenges in promoting the holistic wellness and quality of life of their residents. In this
comprehensive guide, Scott McPhee and Tim Johnson present the innovative Healthy GenerationsTM
model - a multidimensional approach to supporting seniors' physical, cognitive, social, emotional,
and spiritual well-being. Drawing on decades of experience in occupational therapy and senior
wellness, the authors provide: An in-depth exploration of the six key domains of wellness for older
adults Evidence-based strategies for implementing person-centered programming Practical tools for
activity analysis and adapting programs for diverse needs Over 30 ready-to-implement program
ideas to engage and inspire seniors Guidance on creating balanced activity calendars and evaluating
outcomes Whether you're an activity director, healthcare professional, or senior living administrator,
this book offers a roadmap for transforming senior living communities into vibrant environments
where elders can truly thrive. By nurturing the whole person and fostering meaningful engagement,
the Healthy Generations approach empowers older adults to live with purpose, joy and dignity in
their later years. Scott McPhee, MS, DrPH, OT, FAOTA brings 50 years of occupational therapy
experience, including extensive work in program development, gerontology and community health.
Tim Johnson, MS, DA is an author and fitness trainer specializing in senior wellness.
  support group activities for adults: Self-Help Support Groups For Older Women Lenard
W. Kaye, 2022-01-26 This work is based upon a research study whose purpose was to collect new
information about the special benefits and drawbacks of formal organizations' efforts at social
network building for older women. In it, a two-tiered investigation was carried out: a national review



of a select group of model self-help support programmes for older women throughout the United
States; and an in-depth community case study of a nationally recognized model program of self-help
support groups, leadership training, networking and community outreach/education for older
women. It provides the research-oriented reader with scientific evidence to assess the relative
efficacy of self-help group programming.
  support group activities for adults: Substance Abuse Group Therapy Activities for Adults
Catherine Johnson , 2024 Substance Abuse Group Therapy Activities for Adults is a comprehensive
guide that offers a practical, evidence-based approach to group therapy, designed to foster
connection, support, and healing for individuals grappling with addiction. This book provides a wide
range of effective group therapy activities and exercises that focus on helping adults overcome
substance abuse and addiction. As the prevalence of addiction continues to rise, there is an
increasing demand for effective support and treatment methods. Group therapy has proven to be an
invaluable tool in helping individuals recover from addiction, providing a safe and supportive
environment where people can connect, share experiences, and learn from one another. Substance
Abuse Group Therapy Activities for Adults is a must-have resource for therapists, counselors, and
group facilitators working with adults struggling with substance abuse issues. This book covers
various aspects of group therapy for substance abuse, including: An introduction to substance abuse
and addiction, exploring the causes, risk factors, and impact on mental and physical health. A
comprehensive overview of group therapy, including its benefits, various therapeutic approaches,
and how to create a safe and supportive environment for participants. A detailed exploration of
group therapy activities for adults, focusing on icebreakers, self-awareness and self-reflection
activities, communication and relationship-building activities, coping skills and relapse prevention
activities, expressive and creative activities, and goal-setting and future planning activities. Practical
advice on how to address common challenges in group therapy, such as dealing with resistance or
reluctance, managing group dynamics and conflicts, and adjusting activities to meet individual
needs. Featuring an extensive collection of group therapy activities and exercises, this book serves
as a valuable resource for anyone involved in addiction recovery support groups. Addiction recovery
group exercises and activities are presented in an easy-to-follow format, with clear instructions,
real-life examples, and actionable insights. From icebreakers and self-awareness activities to
communication exercises and relapse prevention techniques, this guide offers a wide range of
engaging and effective options to suit the unique needs and preferences of your group. Substance
Abuse Group Therapy Activities for Adults goes beyond merely providing a list of activities, delving
into the underlying principles and best practices that make group therapy a successful intervention
for addiction recovery. The book emphasizes the importance of establishing trust and rapport among
group members, creating a safe and supportive environment, and addressing individual needs while
fostering a sense of connection and belonging. Whether you're a seasoned professional or just
beginning your journey as a group facilitator, Substance Abuse Group Therapy Activities for Adults
will equip you with the tools, techniques, and inspiration needed to guide your group members on
their path to recovery. Gain insight into the power of connection and support in group therapy, and
discover the transformative impact these activities can have on the lives of those affected by
addiction. Don't miss out on this essential guide to substance abuse group therapy exercises and
activities. Order your copy of Substance Abuse Group Therapy Activities for Adults today and take
the first step in empowering your group members on their journey towards a brighter, healthier
future.
  support group activities for adults: Handbook of Disability Sport and Exercise Psychology
Jeffrey J. Martin, 2017-09-28 Jeffrey J. Martin's Handbook of Disability Sport and Exercise
Psychology is one of the first comprehensive textbooks devoted to describing and analyzing the
knowledge base in exercise and sport psychology involving individuals with disabilities. This book
examines topics ranging from mental skills, barriers to exercise, gender, self-esteem, anxiety, and
athletic identity, to work with Paralympians and Wounded Warriors.
  support group activities for adults: Correctional Theory Francis T. Cullen, Cheryl Lero



Jonson, 2012 -The book's final chapter examines possible future imporvements in correctional
policies and practices. --Book Jacket.
  support group activities for adults: Handbook of Psychosocial Interventions with Older
Adults Sherry M. Cummings, Nancy P. Kropf, 2013-09-13 In the past decade, evidence based
practice (EBP) has emerged as one of the most important movements to improve the effectiveness of
clinical care. As the number of older adults continues to grow, it is essential that practitioners have
knowledge of effective strategies to improve both the medical and the psychosocial aspects of older
persons' lives. The purpose of this work is to present systematic reviews of research-based
psychosocial interventions for older adults and their caregivers. The interventions presented focus
on a variety of critical issues facing older adults today including medical illnesses (cardiac disease,
diabetes, arthritis/pain, cancer, and HIV/AIDS), mental health/cognitive disorders
(depression/anxiety, dementia, substance abuse), and social functioning (developmental disabilities,
end-of-life, dementia caregivers, grandparent caregivers). For each of these areas the prevalence of
the problem, the demographics of those affected, and the nature and consequences of the problem
are discussed. The empirical literature is then reviewed. A treatment summary highlights the type
and nature of research supporting the interventions reviewed and is followed by a conclusion section
that summarizes the status of intervention research for the specified issue. A Treatment Resource
Appendix for each area is included. These appendices highlight manuals, books, articles and web
resources that detail the treatment approaches and methodologies discussed. This book was
previously published as a special issue of the Journal of Gerontological Social Work.
  support group activities for adults: Enhancing Cognitive Fitness in Adults PAULA
HARTMAN-STEIN, Asenath LaRue, 2011-08-02 Late life is characterized by great diversity in
memory and other cognitive functions. Although a substantial proportion of older adults suffer from
Alzheimer’s disease or another form of dementia, a majority retain a high level of cognitive skills
throughout the life span. Identifying factors that sustain and enhance cognitive well-being is a
growing area of original and translational research. In 2009, there are as many as 5.2 million
Americans living with Alzheimer’s disease, and that figure is expected to grow to as many as 16
million by 2050. One in six women and one in 10 men who live to be at least age 55 will develop
Alzheimer’s disease in their remaining lifetime. Approximately 10 million of the 78 million baby
boomers who were alive in 2008 can expect to develop Alzheimer’s disease. Seventy percent of
people with Alzheimer’s disease live at home, cared for by family and friends. In 2008, 9.8 million
family members, friends, and neighbors provided unpaid care for someone with Alzheimer’s disease
or another form of dementia. The direct costs to Medicare and Medicaid for care of people with
Alzheimer’s disease amount to more than $148 billion annually (from Alzheimer’s Association, 2008
Alzheimer’s Disease Facts and Figures). This book will highlight the research foundations behind
brain fitness interventions as well as showcase innovative community-based programs to maintain
and promote mental fitness and intervene with adults with cognitive impairment. The emphasis is on
illustrating the nuts and bolts of setting up and utilizing cognitive health programs in the
community, not just the laboratory.
  support group activities for adults: Resources in Education , 1995-04
  support group activities for adults: Creating Quality of Life for Adults on the Autism
Spectrum Jeanne Dennler, Carol S. Quick, Ruth Wilson, 2022-11-30 Creating Quality of Life for
Adults on the Autism Spectrum: The Story of Bittersweet Farms provides an overview of the first
farmstead community for adults with autism established in North America. The book also provides a
detailed description and evaluation of the intervention model used to promote quality of life for the
adults with autism who live as residents at Bittersweet Farms. Through its aim to provide a better
understanding of adults with autism spectrum disorder (ASD), the text enables a deeper
appreciation of the Bittersweet Farms model, which meets the residential and therapeutic needs of
this population that are not often well understood. The book discusses the apprenticeship model
used at Bittersweet Farms along with examples of how residents benefit from this approach. The
text expands upon its approach through the inclusion of specific guidelines that can be adopted for



improved communication and social interaction, managing troublesome behaviors, calming
anxieties, and establishing daily routines. These guidelines reflect a positive approach to
intervention and are consistent with the quality-of-life emphasis inherent in the Bittersweet model.
This book will serve as a seminal work for professionals and paraprofessionals working with people
with ASD. It will further be of interest to parents and relatives of people with ASD along with
researchers and policymakers concerned about the ASD adult population, and those interested in
services for people with ASD.
  support group activities for adults: Program Design for Older Adults IDEA Health &
Fitness, 2001
  support group activities for adults: Handbook on the Clinical Treatment of Adopted
Adolescents and Young Adults Doris Bertocci, Christopher Deeg, Linda A. Mayers, 2023-08-11
This collection bridges the voices of international scholars and adopted persons to share knowledge
about clinical practice with adopted people in adolescence and early adulthood. Coming at a time
when countries are beginning to focus on adoption reform, this handbook is the first to address not
only the external, systemic contributions to their developmental complexities but also the
underlying, internal meanings of being adopted as children become adolescents and mature into
adulthood. It explains how adopted clients differ from those not adopted and emphasizes the need
for clinical research on adopted people in this older age group. Exploring how clinicians can
understand their client’s clinical needs, it offers specific protocols and frameworks for assessment
and necessary modifications in language and treatment. With a foreword by Miriam Steele, chapters
examine the legal and sociopolitical cultures, policies, and practices in which adoption is embedded,
calling for broad systemic change. Embracing theoretical, conceptual, and global perspectives, this
handbook is written for clinicians in all disciplines, at all tiers of practice, administration, and
training, identifying the key roles they can potentially play in expanding and better focusing our
understanding of the psychology of being adopted.
  support group activities for adults: The Complete Old Age Psychology Akash Gopal Bagade,
2024-02-27 The Complete Old Age Psychology offers a comprehensive exploration of the
psychological aspects of aging, tailored specifically for individuals aged 40 and above all. Drawing
upon extensive research and practical insights, this book provides a holistic understanding of the
multifaceted journey of aging, addressing the physical, cognitive, emotional, spiritual and social
dimensions. From delving into the historical perspectives on aging to examining contemporary
theories and demographics, this book offers a thorough foundation for understanding the
complexities of aging in today's society. Readers will gain insight into the biological factors
influencing aging, including the physiological changes that occur and strategies for promoting
healthy aging.
  support group activities for adults: Congregate Housing for Older Adults Marie McGuire
Thompson, 1975
  support group activities for adults: Journal of the U.S. Army Intelligence & Security
Command United States. Army. Army Intelligence & Security Command, 1978
  support group activities for adults: Promoting the Health of Older Adults Irving Rootman,
Peggy Edwards, Mélanie Levasseur, Frances Grunberg, 2021-07-28 Taking a unique look at health
promotion and aging in Canada, this edited collection uses the action framework in the Ottawa
Charter for Health Promotion to explore the factors and issues related to the health of older adults.
The book is organized around the five action areas for health promotion: building healthy public
policy, creating supportive environments, strengthening community action, developing personal
skills, and reorienting health and social services. Adhering to the holistic approach that health in
older age involves physical, mental, emotional, and social well-being, this comprehensive collection
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health, quality of life, rights, and dignity, while building intergenerational solidarity and
collaboration. Readers will learn about aging from a health promotion perspective; the context,
environment, and issues related to older adults in Canada; as well as best practices in health



promotion, public health, and the care of older adults. Promoting the Health of Older Adults is an
invaluable resource for both graduate and undergraduate students in gerontology, health promotion,
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pandemic for health promotion and aging - Provides an up-to-date profile of older adults in Canada
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pedagogical features, such as learning objectives, critical thinking questions, a glossary, and online
supplementary materials
  support group activities for adults: Tools for Your Emotional Health Tool Box Susan
Hansen M. S., Susan Hansen, 2005 Tools For Your Emotional Health Toolbox is a practical resource
for school counselors and therapists, filled with great activities, lesson plans, and information
handouts to help empower teens and adults.
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