temptation of christ study guide

temptation of christ study guide offers an in-depth exploration of one of the most
significant events in the New Testament. This study guide provides a comprehensive
analysis of the biblical account where Jesus Christ faces and overcomes temptation during
His 40 days in the wilderness. Understanding this passage is essential for grasping the
nature of Christ’s mission, His divine authority, and the spiritual lessons applicable to
believers today. The guide covers the historical context, the theological implications, and
practical applications, making it suitable for individual or group Bible study. Key themes
such as obedience, reliance on Scripture, and resisting temptation are examined
thoroughly. This resource also includes discussion questions and insights to deepen
comprehension and foster meaningful reflection. The following sections outline the main
areas of focus in this study guide.

Historical and Biblical Context of the Temptation of Christ

Detailed Analysis of the Three Temptations

Theological Significance of the Temptation

e Lessons and Applications for Modern Believers

Discussion Questions and Study Activities

Historical and Biblical Context of the Temptation
of Christ

The temptation of Christ is recorded in the Synoptic Gospels—Matthew 4:1-11, Mark
1:12-13, and Luke 4:1-13. Understanding the historical and biblical context of this event
sheds light on its significance within Jesus’ ministry. After His baptism by John the Baptist,
Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested by the devil. The wilderness
represents a place of isolation, trial, and preparation, where Jesus demonstrates His
spiritual strength and readiness for public ministry.

Setting and Timing

The event takes place immediately following Jesus' baptism, marking a transition from His
private life to His public mission. The 40 days He spends fasting in the wilderness parallel
the 40 years the Israelites spent wandering in the desert, symbolizing a period of testing
and reliance on God. This connection emphasizes Jesus as the new and faithful Israelite
who succeeds where others failed.



Role of the Holy Spirit and Satan

The Holy Spirit’s leading of Jesus into the wilderness highlights divine purpose behind the
temptation. Rather than a random trial, it is a purposeful encounter designed to prepare
Jesus. Satan, portrayed as the tempter, challenges Jesus’ identity and mission, attempting
to divert Him from His divine path through three distinct temptations.

Detailed Analysis of the Three Temptations

The temptation narrative contains three specific challenges posed by Satan. Each
temptation tests different aspects of Jesus’ character and mission, with responses
grounded firmly in Scripture. This section breaks down each temptation and Jesus’
counter-response.

Turning Stones to Bread

The first temptation exploits Jesus’ physical hunger after fasting for 40 days. Satan urges
Him to turn stones into bread, appealing to immediate physical needs and self-
gratification. Jesus’ reply, quoting Deuteronomy 8:3, emphasizes spiritual nourishment
and obedience to God’s word over bodily desires.

Throwing Himself from the Temple Pinnacle

The second temptation involves Satan urging Jesus to test God’s protection by leaping
from the temple’s highest point. This temptation entices Jesus to prove His divine sonship
through a spectacular miracle. Jesus counters by citing Deuteronomy 6:16, refusing to put
God to the test and underscoring trust in God’s plan without manipulation or presumption.

Worshiping Satan for Worldly Power

The final temptation offers Jesus all the kingdoms of the world in exchange for worshiping
Satan. This challenge attacks Jesus’ mission to establish God’s kingdom and the nature of
His sovereignty. Jesus firmly rejects this offer, affirming exclusive worship and service to
God alone, quoting Deuteronomy 6:13.

Theological Significance of the Temptation

The temptation of Christ holds profound theological importance. It reveals key truths
about Jesus’ nature as both fully human and fully divine, His obedience to the Father, and
His role as the perfect Savior. This section explores these themes in detail.



The Dual Nature of Christ

The passage illustrates Jesus’ humanity through His hunger and vulnerability, while His
divine nature is evident in His ability to resist temptation and authority over Satan. This
duality is central to Christian doctrine, affirming that Jesus experienced genuine human
trials yet remained sinless.

Jesus as the New Israel

By enduring 40 days in the wilderness, Jesus parallels Israel’s 40-year desert journey,
succeeding where Israel failed. This typology reinforces Jesus as the fulfillment of Israel’s
destiny and the inaugurator of a new covenant with God.

Victory Over Temptation and Sin

Jesus’ triumph over Satan demonstrates His authority over evil and sets a precedent for
believers. His reliance on Scripture and unwavering obedience highlight the means by
which temptation can be resisted. This victory also foreshadows His ultimate triumph
through death and resurrection.

Lessons and Applications for Modern Believers

The temptation of Christ is not only a historical or theological event but also a practical
guide for Christians facing trials and temptations today. This section outlines key lessons
and how they apply to contemporary faith and daily life.

Using Scripture as a Defense

Jesus’ responses to temptation were grounded in Scripture, underscoring the importance
of knowing and applying God’s word. Believers are encouraged to study the Bible
diligently to equip themselves against spiritual challenges.

Trusting God’s Timing and Provision

The temptation to turn stones to bread illustrates the danger of prioritizing immediate
relief over God’s timing. Modern Christians are reminded to trust God’s provision and
remain patient during hardships.

Rejecting Compromise in Faith

The offer of worldly power in exchange for worship highlights the temptation to
compromise beliefs for personal gain. Believers are called to maintain integrity and
exclusive devotion to God despite societal pressures.



Recognizing and Resisting Temptation

Understanding Satan’s tactics helps believers remain vigilant. The study guide encourages
awareness of common temptations and strategies to resist them, including prayer,
accountability, and reliance on the Holy Spirit.

e Memorize and meditate on Scripture regularly
e Engage in consistent prayer and spiritual disciplines
e Avoid situations that lead to temptation

e Seek support from a faith community

Discussion Questions and Study Activities

To facilitate deeper understanding, this temptation of Christ study guide includes thought-
provoking questions and activities suitable for personal reflection or group discussion.

Discussion Questions

1. What is the significance of the wilderness setting in Jesus’ temptation?
2. How do Jesus’ responses to Satan reflect His understanding of Scripture?

3. In what ways do the three temptations relate to common struggles faced by believers
today?

4. How does Jesus’ victory over temptation encourage Christians in their spiritual walk?

5. What practical steps can be taken to resist temptation based on this passage?

Study Activities

¢ Read and compare the temptation narratives in Matthew, Mark, and Luke.
 Memorize key Scripture verses Jesus used to counter temptation.
e Journal personal experiences with temptation and strategies for overcoming them.

¢ Role-play scenarios based on the temptations to explore responses.



e Engage in group prayer focusing on strength to resist temptation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the Temptation of Christ in
Christian theology?

The Temptation of Christ highlights Jesus' moral strength and obedience to God,
demonstrating His ability to resist sin and affirming His role as the sinless Savior.

What are the three temptations Jesus faced in the
wilderness?

Jesus was tempted to turn stones into bread, to throw Himself from the temple pinnacle to
test God's protection, and to worship Satan in exchange for all the kingdoms of the world.

How does the Temptation of Christ relate to human
struggles with temptation?

The Temptation of Christ shows that even Jesus faced temptations similar to human
desires, providing believers with an example of relying on Scripture and faith to overcome
challenges.

What Bible passages are essential for studying the
Temptation of Christ?

The key passages are Matthew 4:1-11, Mark 1:12-13, and Luke 4:1-13, which detail the
account of Jesus' temptation in the wilderness.

How can a study guide on the Temptation of Christ
enhance personal spiritual growth?

A study guide can offer historical context, theological insights, and practical applications,
helping individuals understand Jesus’ example and apply lessons on resisting temptation in
their own lives.

Additional Resources

1. The Temptation of Christ: A Study Guide for Spiritual Growth

This study guide delves into the biblical account of Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness,
offering readers a comprehensive exploration of its themes and lessons. It provides
thought-provoking questions and reflections that help believers understand the



significance of resisting temptation. Ideal for individual or group study, the guide
encourages spiritual growth through practical application.

2. Facing Temptation: Lessons from the Wilderness

This book examines the threefold temptation of Christ and relates it to modern-day
struggles with sin and temptation. Through scriptural analysis and real-life examples,
readers learn how to draw strength from Jesus’ example. The study guide format includes
discussion prompts designed for small groups or personal reflection.

3. Jesus and the Wilderness: Understanding the Temptation

Focusing on the biblical narrative found in Matthew, Mark, and Luke, this guide offers
insights into the historical and theological context of Jesus’ temptation. It explores the
significance of the wilderness setting and the role of the Holy Spirit. Readers receive
practical tools to resist temptation and deepen their faith.

4. Overcoming Temptation: Biblical Strategies from Jesus’ Experience

This study guide highlights the strategies Jesus used to overcome Satan’s temptations,
emphasizing the power of Scripture and prayer. It includes exercises for memorizing key
verses and applying biblical truths in daily life. The book aims to equip believers to face
their own temptations with confidence and faith.

5. The Temptation Narrative: A Christ-Centered Study

Through a detailed verse-by-verse analysis, this study guide unpacks the temptation story
and its relevance for Christians today. It provides historical background, theological
insights, and practical applications. Group leaders will find helpful questions to facilitate
meaningful discussions.

6. Temptation and Triumph: Following Christ’s Example

This guide explores how Jesus’ victory over temptation serves as a model for believers
seeking to live victoriously over sin. It includes reflections on spiritual disciplines and
reliance on God’s strength. The book encourages a deeper understanding of the spiritual
battle every Christian faces.

7. Wilderness Tested: A Study on Christ’s Temptation and Our Faith

Offering a fresh perspective on the wilderness experience, this study guide connects
Christ’s temptation with personal faith challenges. It invites readers to examine their own
vulnerabilities and develop resilience through Scripture. Practical exercises support
spiritual maturity and perseverance.

8. The Devil’s Challenge: Studying the Temptation of Jesus

This book provides an in-depth look at the adversary’s tactics during the temptation and
how Jesus’ responses reveal divine wisdom. It challenges readers to recognize subtle
forms of temptation in their own lives. The study guide includes reflective questions and
action steps for spiritual defense.

9. Tempted but Faithful: Insights from the Temptation of Christ

Focusing on faithfulness amid trials, this study guide encourages believers to trust God
even when tempted to stray. It blends biblical commentary with practical advice on
maintaining spiritual integrity. Ideal for both personal devotion and group study, the guide
fosters resilience and hope.
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temptation of christ study guide: A Fragile Stone Study Guide Michael Card, 2003-07-02 A
companion to A Fragile Stone, this study guide offers nine sessions for individuals or groups that
highlight how the apostle Peter provides a model for our own transforming relationship with Jesus.
(Written by Michael Card with Dale and Sandy Larsen.)

temptation of christ study guide: The Second Coming of Christ: Study Guide Keith
Thomas, 2015-05-05 The purpose of doing this study is to focus on the coming of Christ, and to
better prepare us for His coming. The early Christians in the first century would often talk of His
coming and encourage one another by looking forward to the day when Christ would return. If that
was so for centuries ago, how much more should we be anticipating His coming in the days in which
we live? Now more than ever, it is important that we remember often to lift up our heads and say,
Come Lord Jesus!

temptation of christ study guide: Bible Study Guides, Volume Four Genesis Bertram Lim,
2015-01-21 A compilation of Bible Study materials based on the Old Testament book, Genesis. The
book of Genesis is the foundational book of the Bible. It answers the most basic questions of human
existence, such as Who am I? Where did I come from? Why do I have to die? In it, God lays the
groundwork for the rest of Scripture, His revelation of Himself to man. Genesis is the key to
understanding the other books of the Bible. This volume, the fourth in the bestselling Bible Study
Guides series, will refresh your appreciation and deepen your understanding of the book of Genesis.
Each Bible study guide entry comes in two formats: An Expository Format (for pastors and Bible
teachers) and a Small Group discussion Format.

temptation of christ study guide: Fireproof Your Life Study Guide Rebecca English,
2018-03-26

temptation of christ study guide: Unlocking the Bible Story Series with Study Guides Colin
Smith, 2004-03-01 This set includes the entire collection of Unlocking the Bible Story Series with
Study Guides: Unlocking the Bible Story: Old Testament Vol 1 with Study Guide; Unlocking the Bible
Story: Old Testament Vol 2 with Study Guide; Unlocking the Bible Story: New Testament Vol 3 with
Study Guide; and Unlocking the Bible Story: New Testament Vol 4 with Study Guide. The Bible takes
its readers from the center of the Garden to today's urban centers with the same message for all:
Christ has come to deliver the captives. Pastor Colin Smith shows how Jesus Christ is the focus of
Scripture, indirectly or directly, from beginning to end. Beginning with the Old Testament (Volumes
1 and 2), he unlocks rich, life-changing truths while encouraging and strengthening readers in their
daily walk with Christ. The second half of the story is told in Volume 3 and 4, as Pastor Colin S.
Smith continues to uncover the truths of and in the Bible and encourages readers to discover the
life-changing realities found in the New Testament. Unlocking the Bible Story: Old Testament Vol 1
and its accompanying study guide will help you unlock the Bible Story from Genesis to Nehemiah.
Unlocking the Bible Story: Old Testament Vol 2 and its accompanying study guide will help you
unlock the Bible Story from Job to Malachi. Unlocking the Bible Story: New Testament Vol 3 and its
accompanying study guide will help you unlock the Bible Story from Matthew to Acts. Unlocking the
Bible Story: New Testament Vol 4 and its accompanying study guide will help you unlock the Bible
Story from Romans to Revelation. The accompanying Unlocking the Bible Story Study Guides will
help you: Focus you or your small group's study time to be as productive and rewarding as it can
possibly be Enrich your understanding of the book and your comprehension of God's Word Apply the
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book's lessons in ways that will change your life forever

temptation of christ study guide: The Fulfillment of All Desire Study Guide Ralph Martin,
Emily Stimpson, 2010 Your Favorite Book Just Got Better Get even more out of the book Fr. Kieran
Kavanaugh, O.C.D., calls a complete blueprint of the spiritual journey. This new Fulfillment of All
Desire Study Guide is designed to deepen your knowledge, draw you into prayer, and strengthen
your relationship with God. It walks you through the essentials of each stage on your journey to God,
which Ralph Martin describes in The Fulfillment of All Desire. Each chapter of this Study Guide
includes a brief summary of material covered in The Fulfillment of All Desire, questions for
comprehension and reflection, further information, and an index of key terms. A glossary at the back
of this Study Guide contains concise definitions of all those key terms. The Fulfillment of All Desire
Study Guide can be used for group study or independent reading.

temptation of christ study guide: SCM Studyguide: Catholic Liturgy Peter McGrail, Martin
Foster, 2018-09-30 Written by liturgists - pastoral and academic - who make up the Liturgical
Formation Sub-Committee of the Department for Christian Life and Worship of the Roman Catholic
Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, this studyguide offers an introduction to Catholic
Liturgy.

temptation of christ study guide: The Prayer of Jesus Hank Hanegraaff, 2005-10-09 Over
seven million people have purchased Bruce Wilkinson's The Prayer of Jabez. As a result, the book
has reached the number one spot on the New York Times and USA Today's Best-seller Lists in
addition to the CBA Best-seller List. The Prayer of Jabez highlights the remarkable prayer of a
little-known Bible character and has, in effect, impacted millions of people across the world for
Christ. Now author Hank Hanegraaff hopes to take these newly energized praying people to the next
level in understanding the mystery of prayer. By delving into the prayers of Jesus Christ-the
cornerstone of the Christian faith-readers will learn Jesus' seven-fold secret of prayer. In just one
hour, readers will embark upon a truly exhilarating expedition that could radically change their
prayer lives forever.

temptation of christ study guide: The Normal Christian Life Study Guide Harry Foster,
2013-07-30 In this book, Harry Foster provides a guide for groups and individuals studying
Watchman Nee’s classic The Normal Christian Life. The book includes introductions to each chapter,
along with questions for group discussion.

temptation of christ study guide: SCM Studyguide to Christian Spirituality Ross Thompson,
2008-09-01 TheSCM Studyguide: Christian Spiritualityis designed as an introduction to spirituality
for students of all religious backgrounds coming to the subject for the first time.

temptation of christ study guide: Believe Bible Study Guide Randy Frazee, 2015-06-30 The
Believe Adult Study Guide gives groups of all sizes the opportunity to learn, discuss, and apply what
they experience in this 30-session journey through the Bible by exploring 30 essential beliefs,
practices, and virtues that every Christian needs to know and live. Pastor and author Randy Frazee
presents 30 ten-minute teachings on how the story of Scripture helps us think, act, and be like Jesus.
You will explore a key question, Scripture, concept and application in each session that helps you
understand the 30 essential beliefs, practices and virtues that will help us become fully devoted
followers of Jesus. This study guide will guide group members through video discussion for all 30
sessions as well as help individuals grow through in-between-sessions assignments.

temptation of christ study guide: SCM Studyguide Early Christian Doctrine and the Creeds
Piotr Ashwin-Siejkowski, 2013-02-11 The SCM Studyguides are becoming increasingly well known,
recognized and adopted as accessible textbooks for level 1 students who have no prior knowledge of
the subject. The SCM Studyguide Early Christian Doctrine and the Creeds offers an accessible,
stimulating and interactive guide-book to the emergence of Christian identity, with particular
attention to the earliest form of the Christian thought and doctrine. The author analyses the crucial
statements of the early Creeds and rules of faith. He explains the creedal statements on the nature
of God, creation, incarnation, redemption, the Church and eschatology, and outlines the theological
context which influenced their formulation and later modifications by other texts and authors. The



Creeds are part of the heritage of all Christian tradition and therefore have to be studied by both
theological students and in the context of 'education for discipleship' modules.

temptation of christ study guide: Jesus Over Everything Bible Study Guide plus
Streaming Video, Updated Edition Lisa Whittle, 2024-06-04 How your life becomes less
complicated and more mindful when you put Jesus first. Every reference in the Bible to a healthy
spiritual life is dependent on putting God first. But there are a lot of things that can get in the way of
that ultimate priority--from over-working to over-thinking. Many times, our lives get complicated
before we know it. Most of us don't willfully choose this; we silently slide into it. In this six-week
study (video access included), Lisa Whittle helps you build up defenses against damaging thought
patterns and learn to reorder your priorities to consistently put Jesus back on top. Jesus Over
Everything is a close look at the Jesus-first life and the better things it offers. Filled with biblical
examples and practical guidance, the journey ahead will unpack eight choice statements that will
encourage new daily lifestyle decisions: Real over pretty Love over judgement Service over spotlight
Steady over hype Honesty over hiding Packed with practical application and tools to equip and
motivate you, the Jesus-over-everything journey will help you reprioritize your faith first in order to
reprioritize your daily life. This study guide has everything you need for a full Bible study
experience, including: The study guide itself--with discussion and reflection questions, Scripture
reading, video notes, and a leader's guide. An individual access code to stream all six video sessions
online (you don't need to buy a DVD!). Sessions and video run times: Putting God First (16:00) Being
Real (17:00) Serving People (17:00) Remembering What’s True (15:30) Changing Your Heart (22:00)
Walking It All Out (17:00) Watch on any device! Streaming video access code included. Access code
subject to expiration after 12/31/2026. Code may be redeemed only by the recipient of this package.
Code may not be transferred or sold separately from this package. Internet connection required.
Eligible only on retail purchases inside the United States. Void where prohibited, taxed, or restricted
by law. Additional offer details inside.

temptation of christ study guide: SCM Studyguide: Church Leadership Jon Coutts,
2019-04-30 Resisting the urge to instruct with a more polemical voice, the SCM Studyguide to
Church Leadership will encourage ordinands and trainee church leaders to reassess modern
pressures and priorities and to re-orient creatively around the callings, giftings, and approaches that
are suitable to Christ and particular to the Church.

temptation of christ study guide: SCM Studyguide: Christian Mission Stephen Spencer,
2014-04-15 Explores the nature of Christian mission in contemporary post-modern society. This book
examines the main historic types of mission in the Christian tradition, seeing how they were forged
in the cross currents of history and how they continue to be expressed by different Christian
communities.

temptation of christ study guide: The Christian's Secret to a Happy Life Hannah Whitall
Smith, 2017-02 Every person experiences doubts. What keeps someone together in these times is a
firm foundation in God’s faithfulness, rather than allowing their lives to be moved on a roller coaster
of emotions. The Christian’s Secret of a Happy Life has stood the test of time, and helped millions
understand how to have full and complete assurance in God alone. Personal reflection questions help
the reader to remember that this is not just a classic to be enjoyed, but also a journey to walked.

temptation of christ study guide: John Bible Study Guide plus Streaming Video Megan
Fate Marshman, 2022-09-27 You can know a lot about Jesus and not know him at all. We're not
meant to simply know a lot of facts about Jesus. Truly knowing someone requires personal
knowledge coming from being with someone over time and building trust. Knowing about someone
is just the first step toward truly knowing them. It’s the same with God: we come to know Him
personally when we spend time with Him, when we build trust in Him, when we share our life with
Him. Join Megan Fate Marshman in this eight-week invitation to respond to and really get to know
Jesus in a personal and intimate way. This study through the Gospel of John will focus on dissecting
His seven “I Am” statements, where we come to learn what Jesus wants us to know most about His
character and love for us. This study guide includes: Individual access to eight streaming video talks



from Megan Group discussion questions and an opening group activity for each session In-depth
personal Bible study between sessions Reading plan through the entire Gospel of John Scripture
memory cards and coloring pages The Beautiful Word Bible Study Series helps you connect God’s
Word to your daily life through vibrant video teaching, group discussion, and deep personal study
that includes verse-by-verse reading, Scripture memory, coloring pages, and encouragement to
receive your own beautiful Word from God. In each study, a central theme—a beautiful
word—threads throughout the book, helping you connect and apply each book of the Bible to your
daily life today, and forever. This study guide has everything you need for a full Bible study
experience, including: The study guide itself—with discussion questions, group activities, personal
Bible study, a Gospel of John reading plan, scripture memory cards, and coloring pages. An
individual access code to stream all eight video sessions online. (You don’t need to buy a DVD!)
Streaming video access code included. Access code subject to expiration after 12/31/2027. Code may
be redeemed only by the recipient of this package. Code may not be transferred or sold separately
from this package. Internet connection required. Void where prohibited, taxed, or restricted by law.
Additional offer details inside.

temptation of christ study guide: SCM Studyguide Pastoral Theology Margaret Whipp,
2013-04-18 Through the course of their work with people engaged in ministries of various kinds -
spiritual directors, healthcare chaplains, local clergy, theological educators, youth workers, the
authors of this groundbreaking book have become convinced of the need to provide a practical guide
to the practice of pastoral supervision understood as a core discipline of the Christian church and
enriched by the best of what other supervision disciplines have to offer. Each chapter focuses on a
different aspect of pastoral supervision, embedding it theologically and offering rooted examples
from their own practice. At the end of each chapter practical exercises are offered to help the reader
reflect on their own practice and tools are suggested for use with supervision groups and in work
with individuals.

temptation of christ study guide: Principles And Power Of Vision-Study Guide
(Workbook) Myles Munroe, 2006-05-05 In this study guide companion to Myles Munroe's
eye-opening book, The Principles and Power of Vision, you will explore deeper insights into your
purpose and thought-provoking questions for personal application to your life. Designed for either
individual or group study, this guide will help you to find out the most important thing you can about
yourself--the purpose for your existence. As you progress through the time-tested truths and
principles of vision in these pages, you will come to understand your life's purpose, discover how to
make your dreams and hopes a living reality, and find a new passion for living.

temptation of christ study guide: Book of Mormon Seminary Home-Study Guide The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2013-10-22 The home-study seminary program is designed to
help you strengthen your understanding of the gospel of Jesus Christ and apply its teachings in your
daily life through a study of the scriptures. For your study this school year, you will first complete
reading assignments from the scripture text for this course—the Book of Mormon—and then you will
complete the individual lessons. Once a week you will meet with a seminary teacher to submit your
work and participate in a weekly lesson. Seminary is a daily religious education program. Prayerfully
studying your scriptures should be a daily practice. You will need to work on your seminary
assignments each school day, even though you will not attend a seminary class each day. There are
32 units to be completed during the course. The reading chart on page viii shows what you should
study for each unit. Your teacher will help you understand when each unit is due. The lessons in this
study guide should each take about 30 minutes to complete, in addition to your daily scripture study.
You should have two scripture study journals (or two notebooks), separate from your personal
journal, in which you will write the assignments from the study guide activities. Each week that you
meet with your teacher, you should turn in the scripture study journal containing the completed
assignments from the study guide activities you completed for that week. Your teacher will read and
respond to the assignments and return that scripture study journal to you the following week. You
could also write your responses on paper in a loose-leaf binder and turn in the pages you did that



week. Then, when your teacher returns the pages, you could put them back into the notebook.
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