
texas tech red raider quarterbacks
texas tech red raider quarterbacks have been a cornerstone of the team's identity and success
throughout the years. Known for their dynamic passing offenses and prolific aerial attacks, Texas
Tech has produced some of the most memorable and talented quarterbacks in college football
history. This article explores the legacy of Texas Tech Red Raider quarterbacks, highlighting their
impact on the program, notable players, and the evolution of quarterback play at the university.
From record-breaking seasons to NFL prospects, the role of the quarterback has been pivotal in
shaping the Red Raiders' competitive edge. The discussion will also cover coaching philosophies,
statistical achievements, and how these quarterbacks contributed to the team's offensive strategies.
For fans and analysts alike, understanding the history and development of Texas Tech's
quarterbacks offers valuable insight into the program’s continued prominence in collegiate football.
The article is organized to provide a comprehensive overview, starting with historical context and
moving through individual profiles and contemporary evaluations.
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History of Texas Tech Red Raider Quarterbacks
The history of texas tech red raider quarterbacks is rich and spans several decades, reflecting
changes in offensive philosophy and the evolution of college football. Since the program’s inception,
the quarterback position has been critical in executing the team's offensive game plan. Early years
saw a more traditional approach to the quarterback role, emphasizing balance between passing and
running. However, as passing offenses became more sophisticated nationwide, Texas Tech embraced
a pass-heavy attack that would define the Red Raiders’ identity. This shift began in the late 20th
century and continues today, with quarterbacks tasked primarily with leading high-octane aerial
assaults. The historical progression illustrates how texas tech red raider quarterbacks adapted to
new offensive trends and helped the team remain competitive in the Big 12 Conference and beyond.

Early Years and Foundation
In the early years, Texas Tech quarterbacks operated within conventional offensive systems that
prioritized a diverse attack. The foundation laid during this period established the importance of a
skilled quarterback capable of managing the game and executing a balanced offense. While passing



yards were not as prolific as in modern times, these quarterbacks were recognized for their
leadership and versatility on the field.

Transition to a Passing Powerhouse
By the 1990s, Texas Tech transformed into a passing powerhouse, largely due to innovative coaching
and recruitment strategies. The arrival of coaches who favored the spread offense system placed
quarterbacks in a spotlight role, demanding precision, quick decision-making, and strong arm talent.
This era marked the rise of high-scoring offenses and set new standards for texas tech red raider
quarterbacks in terms of productivity and influence.

Notable Texas Tech Quarterbacks
Several texas tech red raider quarterbacks have left an indelible mark on the program and college
football. Their individual achievements, leadership qualities, and contributions to team success have
made them legends among Red Raider fans. Below is a list of some of the most notable quarterbacks
in Texas Tech history, whose performances helped elevate the status of the program nationally.

Graham Harrell

Kliff Kingsbury

Patrick Mahomes

Wes Welker

B.J. Symons

Graham Harrell
Graham Harrell is considered one of the most prolific passers in Texas Tech history. Playing from
2006 to 2009, Harrell set numerous school and NCAA records with his exceptional ability to
distribute the football. His leadership and accuracy were central to the Red Raiders’ high-powered
offense, and he remains a benchmark for future texas tech red raider quarterbacks.

Kliff Kingsbury
Kliff Kingsbury, who played in the early 2000s, was instrumental in shaping the modern passing
game at Texas Tech. Kingsbury’s success as a quarterback laid the groundwork for the spread
offense style that the program is known for. After his playing career, Kingsbury further influenced
the position as a notable coach in college and professional football.



Patrick Mahomes
Patrick Mahomes is one of the most prominent texas tech red raider quarterbacks in recent memory.
His dynamic playmaking skills and strong arm helped redefine expectations for the position.
Mahomes’ time at Texas Tech showcased his ability to perform under pressure and make game-
changing plays, traits that have translated into significant success in the NFL.

Quarterback Playing Style and Offensive Schemes
The playing style of texas tech red raider quarterbacks is largely influenced by the offensive
schemes employed by the coaching staff. Texas Tech is renowned for its aggressive, pass-first
approach, utilizing spread and air raid offenses that prioritize quick reads and high passing volume.
This section explores how these offensive philosophies shaped the quarterback role and the skill sets
required to thrive within them.

Air Raid Offense
The air raid offense has been a hallmark of Texas Tech football, emphasizing a wide-open passing
attack that spreads the defense and exploits mismatches. Texas Tech quarterbacks under this
system are expected to make rapid decisions, deliver accurate throws, and maintain poise amid
heavy defensive pressure. This style has resulted in prolific passing statistics and exciting gameplay.

Adaptability and Mobility
While the primary focus is on passing, texas tech red raider quarterbacks have also demonstrated
adaptability and mobility. The modern offensive schemes incorporate designed runs and quarterback
option plays that take advantage of athleticism. This versatility adds another layer of complexity to
the quarterback position at Texas Tech.

Statistical Achievements and Records
Texas Tech red raider quarterbacks have consistently posted impressive statistical achievements,
reflecting the program’s offensive emphasis. From passing yards to touchdown passes, the record
books highlight the extraordinary accomplishments of these players. This section details some of the
most significant statistical milestones reached by texas tech red raider quarterbacks.

Most career passing yards

Single-season touchdown records

Completion percentage benchmarks

Notable game performances



Career Passing Leaders
Many texas tech red raider quarterbacks rank among the top in NCAA history for career passing
yards. These records underscore the consistency and durability required to lead the offense over
multiple seasons. The quarterbacks’ ability to maintain high production levels contributes
significantly to the team’s offensive identity.

Single-Game and Season Records
Texas Tech quarterbacks regularly set single-game and seasonal records for passing touchdowns
and completions. These achievements illustrate peak performance levels and the explosiveness of
the Red Raiders' passing attack. Such records often serve as benchmarks for future quarterbacks
aiming to leave their mark on the program.

Impact on NFL and Professional Football
The influence of texas tech red raider quarterbacks extends beyond college football, as many have
successfully transitioned to the NFL and other professional leagues. Their collegiate experience in a
pass-heavy system prepares them well for the demands of professional offenses. This section
examines the impact of Texas Tech quarterbacks on the professional level and their contributions to
the sport.

NFL Draft and Careers
Several texas tech red raider quarterbacks have been selected in the NFL Draft, with some
ascending to starting roles and achieving notable success. Their college background in high-volume
passing offenses often translates into readiness for the complexities of professional playbooks and
game speed.

Notable Professional Achievements
Beyond draft status, texas tech red raider quarterbacks have amassed significant professional
achievements, including Pro Bowl selections, playoff appearances, and leadership roles on NFL
teams. Their success reflects the strength of the Texas Tech quarterback development program and
its ability to prepare players for the next level.

Development and Recruitment of Quarterbacks
The recruitment and development of texas tech red raider quarterbacks are critical components of
the program’s sustained success. Coaches prioritize finding athletes with strong arm talent, football
IQ, and leadership capabilities to fit the system’s demands. This section outlines how the program
identifies, nurtures, and develops quarterbacks to maintain a competitive edge.



Recruitment Strategies
Texas Tech’s recruitment efforts focus on attracting quarterbacks who excel in passing efficiency,
decision-making, and adaptability. The program looks for players who can thrive in a fast-paced,
pass-oriented offense and possess the work ethic necessary for ongoing improvement.

Player Development and Coaching
The coaching staff emphasizes comprehensive development, including technical skills, film study,
and mental preparation. This holistic approach ensures that texas tech red raider quarterbacks are
well-equipped to execute complex offensive schemes and perform consistently at a high level.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the current starting quarterback for the Texas Tech
Red Raiders?
As of 2024, the starting quarterback for the Texas Tech Red Raiders is Tyler Shough.

Which Texas Tech Red Raiders quarterback holds the school
record for most passing yards in a single season?
Patrick Mahomes holds the Texas Tech record for most passing yards in a single season.

How has the Texas Tech Red Raiders' quarterback
performance evolved in recent years?
The Texas Tech Red Raiders have seen a mix of experienced and young quarterbacks, with a focus
on strong passing offenses and developing dual-threat capabilities.

Have any Texas Tech Red Raiders quarterbacks been drafted
into the NFL recently?
Yes, Patrick Mahomes, a former Texas Tech quarterback, was drafted in the first round by the
Kansas City Chiefs and has become an NFL MVP.

What offensive style do Texas Tech Red Raiders quarterbacks
typically play in?
Texas Tech quarterbacks typically run a high-tempo, pass-heavy Air Raid offense, emphasizing quick
throws and spreading the field.



Who was the Texas Tech Red Raiders starting quarterback
before Tyler Shough?
Before Tyler Shough, the starting quarterback was Donovan Smith.

What are some notable achievements of Texas Tech Red
Raiders quarterbacks in college football?
Notable achievements include Patrick Mahomes being a Heisman Trophy finalist and setting
multiple school passing records, as well as leading the team to several bowl games.

Additional Resources
1. Red Raider Signal Callers: The Legacy of Texas Tech Quarterbacks
This book explores the history and impact of Texas Tech quarterbacks from the program's inception
to the present day. It highlights the achievements and challenges faced by some of the most iconic
Red Raider signal callers. Through interviews, game analyses, and personal stories, readers gain
insight into what it takes to succeed at this storied position.

2. Air Raid Masters: Texas Tech QBs and the Evolution of Offense
Delve into the offensive revolution led by Texas Tech quarterbacks under the famed Air Raid system.
This book examines how Red Raider QBs have adapted and thrived within this high-octane offense,
shaping college football’s passing game. It includes detailed breakdowns of key games and
quarterback performances that defined an era.

3. From Lubbock to the NFL: Texas Tech Quarterbacks’ Pro Journeys
Follow the journeys of Texas Tech quarterbacks who made the leap from college football to
professional leagues. The book chronicles their draft experiences, rookie seasons, and career
highlights, providing a comprehensive look at their transition to the NFL and beyond. Personal
anecdotes and expert commentary enrich the narrative.

4. Red Raider QB Legends: Profiles of Texas Tech’s Greatest Signal Callers
This collection of profiles celebrates the most legendary quarterbacks in Texas Tech history. Each
chapter focuses on a different player, detailing their college careers, records, and contributions to
the program’s success. The book also features rare photographs and quotes from coaches and
teammates.

5. Texas Tech’s Quarterback Controversies: Rivalries and Roadblocks
Explore the dramatic moments and heated competitions among Texas Tech quarterbacks over the
decades. This book sheds light on the internal battles for starting positions, coaching decisions, and
the impact of these rivalries on the team’s dynamics. It offers a behind-the-scenes look at the
pressures facing Red Raider QBs.

6. Red Raider Quarterbacks: The Art of Leadership on the Field
Leadership is key for any successful quarterback, and this book explores how Texas Tech signal
callers have embodied this trait. Through interviews and game stories, it reveals how these players
inspired teammates, overcame adversity, and managed the complexities of the quarterback role. The
book also discusses leadership lessons applicable beyond football.



7. The Making of a Texas Tech QB: Training, Technique, and Mental Toughness
This guide provides an inside look at the rigorous preparation Texas Tech quarterbacks undergo.
Covering physical training, technical skills, and mental conditioning, it offers aspiring players a
blueprint for success. Coaches and former players share their expertise on what it takes to excel in
the demanding Red Raider system.

8. Red Raider Comebacks: Texas Tech QB’s Greatest Game-Winning Drives
Relive some of the most thrilling moments in Texas Tech football history through the eyes of its
quarterbacks. This book compiles unforgettable game-winning drives orchestrated by Red Raider
QBs, emphasizing their clutch performances and resilience. Detailed play-by-play accounts bring
these exciting finishes to life.

9. Texas Tech Quarterbacks: Building a Tradition of Excellence
This comprehensive history celebrates the tradition of excellence cultivated by Texas Tech
quarterbacks. It traces the program’s growth, highlighting key players, coaching influences, and
pivotal seasons. Rich with statistics and stories, the book honors the enduring spirit and
achievement of Red Raider QBs.

Texas Tech Red Raider Quarterbacks
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  texas tech red raider quarterbacks: Tales from the Texas Tech Red Raiders Sideline
Spike Dykes, 2013-10-01 Tales from the Texas Tech Red Raiders Sideline will examine the games,
stories, and players that have enriched the Red Raiders’ 79-year history. College football fans will
get an inside look, as told by the school’s all-time most winningest coach, at one of the nation’s
highest-scoring and most-dangerous dark-horse programs, along with a glance back at the players
and coaches who helped build the Red Raiders’ successful tradition. Texas Tech legends Donny
Anderson, who scored a touchdown for the Green Bay Packers in Super Bowl II, and E. J. Holub,
Texas Tech’s first consensus Division I-A All-American, will be profiled, along with more recent stars,
like the record-setting Kliff Kingsbury and B. J. Symons and All-Americans Tracy Saul, Byron
Hanspard, and Zach Thomas.
  texas tech red raider quarterbacks: Kingdom Quarterback Mark Dent, Rustin Dodd,
2023-08-22 Fresh off of a gutsy, thrilling 2023 Super Bowl win for the Kansas City Chiefs, two
inspiring stories that fit perfectly together—a biography of superstar quarterback, Patrick Mahomes,
who brought the Chiefs to their first Super Bowl win in fifty years in 2020 as well as a second in
2023, along with the historical struggles and recent resurgence of the former “Paris of the Plains,”
Kansas City. There is nobody like Patrick Mahomes. In three seasons, he has won a Super Bowl and
competed in another, earned the titles of First Team All-Pro, NFL Offensive Player of the Year, and
league MVP, and turned the Kansas City Chiefs from famed playoff failures into the most successful
team in the NFL. With his unique and groundbreaking playing style, and winning personality both on
and off the field, Mahomes has become a truly transcendent quarterback in a journey that mirrors
and accentuates the rebirth of the once swingin’ cow town of Kansas City, Missouri. Once an
adventure-filled jazz epicenter and nightlife hub to rival New Orleans, Kansas City’s wild edges and
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captivating neighborhoods were snuffed out in pursuit of a suburbanized dream that largely left out
people of color. It’s been a long road attempting to move past the scars of segregation and overcome
the city’s flyover reputation, but Kansas City is now poised to make a comeback, and no other person
or team embodies that hope like Patrick Mahomes and the Kansas City Chiefs. Kansas City and
Mahomes represent the story of the midwestern American city—how they grew, how they shaped the
country, how the sport of football came to mean so much to them, how they failed, and how they are
changing. Kansas City–area natives Mark Dent and Rustin Dodd have written for outlets such as The
New York Times, The Kansas City Star, and Texas Monthly, bringing their deep connection to the
city, football expertise, and polished writing skills to create a serious book about a very entertaining
subject—the rebirth of a city, a team’s triumph, and how Patrick Mahomes, and the team he led,
were exactly what was needed to bring Kansas City back together again.
  texas tech red raider quarterbacks: Patrick Mahomes David Aretha, 2020-12-01 In his first
season as a starting quarterback, in 2018, Patrick Mahomes threw for 50 touchdowns and won the
NFL MVP Award, leading Kansas City to the AFC Championship Game. A year later, his eye-popping
playmaking and magical postseason comebacks resulted in a Super Bowl victory. By age 25,
Mahomes had signed the most lucrative sports contract ever, reigned as the biggest star in football.
All the while, his humility and boyish enthusiasm endeared him to fans nationwide. This is his story.
  texas tech red raider quarterbacks: Hear the Roar! Darin Wernig, 2009 Missouri's return to
prominence among the ranks of college football teams is chronicled in this account of the Tigers'
2007 and 2008 seasons--Provided by publisher.
  texas tech red raider quarterbacks: The USA TODAY College Football Encyclopedia
2009-2010 Bob Boyles, Paul Guido, 2009-08 The most comprehensive resource on college football
ever published.
  texas tech red raider quarterbacks: Sooner Brandon Sneed, 2020-08-25 Sooner tells the
remarkable rise of Lincoln Riley, formerly America’s youngest college football head coach and the
“quarterback whisperer” of the University of Oklahoma. Legendary University of Oklahoma head
coach Bob Stoops shook the college football world in 2017 when he handpicked Lincoln Riley to be
his successor at the perennial powerhouse. At age thirty-three. In his first three seasons at
Oklahoma, Riley’s teams dominated the Big 12 to reach the national semifinals each year, and two of
his quarterbacks—Baker Mayfield and Kyler Murray—won the Heisman Trophy and were No. 1
overall picks by the Cleveland Browns and Arizona Cardinals in the NFL draft. In Sooner, Brandon
Sneed charts Riley’s remarkable ascent from small-town star quarterback in West Texas, to walk-on
turned assistant coach at Texas Tech, where he learned the revolutionary Air Raid system from Mike
Leach, to offensive coordinator at East Carolina, to football titan Oklahoma. It takes more than sheer
talent to go toe to toe with the brilliant strategists of the modern game—like The University of
Alabama’s Nick Saban, University of Texas’s Tom Herman, and Ohio State’s Urban Meyer—and
Sneed shows how this wunderkind’s commitment, grit, relationships, pain, brains, and passion have
empowered him to compete. And win. More important than the zealous fans, the intense rivalries,
and the multimillion-dollar contracts, are the human connections that lie at the heart of Lincoln
Riley’s triumphs as a coach. Sooner is not only the story of a mastermind in the making, but also a
reminder of the many people who make each of us who we are.
  texas tech red raider quarterbacks: Quarterbacks James J. Bogdan, 2020-07-23
Quarterbacks: A Legacy of Western Pennsylvania By: James J. Bogdan James J. Bogdan describes
himself as “just a fan” who over his lifetime has seen the rise of an unbelievable number of great
college and professional quarterbacks from the relatively small area of Western Pennsylvania. From
George Blanda to Johnny Unitas to Joe Montana among others, Bogdan describes the exploits of
these famous signal callers and dedicates his book to the offensive linemen—the “grunts”—who
made it possible for the quarterbacks to achieve their level of importance. Inclusive, thorough, and
fun.
  texas tech red raider quarterbacks: Razor Thin: The Difference Between Winning and
Losing Luis Valdes, 2012-08-27 This book is about excellence. Winners and champions are



fascinating. Whether you are an athlete, a performance artist, or an ambitious businessman, this
book is written for you. It is about the hard work and tenacity involved in winning and achieving
greatness. Attaining success is difficult, few are able to achieve it, and fewer still are able to sustain
it. This book looks at the greatest athletes and teams of our time and identifies the critical factors in
their success. Many books discuss the personality factors involved in success, this book identifies the
specific behaviors that make a champion.
  texas tech red raider quarterbacks: The USA TODAY College Football Encyclopedia
2008-2009 Bob Boyles, Paul Guido, 2008-08-04 The result of 15 years of exhaustive research, this
work is the definitive statistical and factual reference for everything related to college football in the
past 50 years.
  texas tech red raider quarterbacks: The Red Raiders Ralph Sellmeyer, 1978
  texas tech red raider quarterbacks: Blue Ribbon Football Yearbook Chris Dortch, 2005
  texas tech red raider quarterbacks: The Football 100 The Athletic, 2023-10-24 A masterful
ode to America’s game—and an unforgettable portrait of its greatest legends written by America’s
best sportswriters. It is a question that has bedeviled football fans for generations: Who’s the best?
Of the more than 25,000 men who have suited up during the NFL’s century of existence, which ones
stood head and shoulders above all others? At The Athletic, home to the best newsroom in sports,
this question would become a labor of love for dozens of the best football writers on the planet,
including Mike Sando and Dan Pompei. Over the course of 100 riveting profiles based on many
hundreds of interviews with players, coaches, broadcasters, and others, this is a penetrating look at
the greatest players to ever don cleats and pads, as well as a view from the trenches of the harsh
realities of a brutal game. 100 photographs throughout the text offer testament to both the glory and
the physical toll of football. Among them: Walter Payton, who once played with a 104-degree
fever—and broke the single game rushing record with 275 yards Jim Otto, the legendary offensive
lineman who paid the ultimate price, suffering 35 concussions and undergoing a total of 74 surgeries
Johnny Unitas, who began his career playing quarterback, safety, and punter in a semi-pro league
for $6 a game Brett Favre whose very first NFL pass was a pick-six, and Tom Brady, whose very first
college pass was also a pick-six Bronco Nagurski, who had a size 22 neck, and moonlighted as a
professional wrestler—during football season Grambling State, the tiny historically Black university
that produced three of the greatest players of the 1960’s The equipment manager who would order 4
different sizes of thigh pad: “Small, Medium, Large, and Earl Campbell Chuck Bednarik, who once
tore his bicep muscle from the bone, fastened it back in place with athletic tape, and returned to the
game—an exhibition game Where are these legends as well as today's stars—Patrick Mahomes,
Aaron Rodgers, Julio Jones, Aaron Donald, and others--ranked? You'll find out here, among players
from 1920 to the present day, from the Patriots in the east to the 49ers in the west, featuring names
like “Night Train,” “Iron Mike” “Bulldog,” and “Crazylegs,” The Football 100 shares stunning new
stories you’ve never heard before, and resurrects the legacies of unfairly forgotten greats. Deeply
reported, beautifully written, and sure to spark heated debate among football fans of all stripes, this
book sets a new standard for writing about the game.
  texas tech red raider quarterbacks: Winning Grant Teaff, 1985
  texas tech red raider quarterbacks: TV Guide , 2003
  texas tech red raider quarterbacks: The New York Times Magazine , 2005
  texas tech red raider quarterbacks: The World Almanac and Book of Facts , 1995
  texas tech red raider quarterbacks: The Washington Post Index , 2009
  texas tech red raider quarterbacks: LSU Bowl Games Neal Golden, 2021-03-22 Telling the
story of LSU football through coverage of each of the Tigers' 50 bowl games--from 1907 through
2019--this book provides summaries of the team's regular season, and their opponents' season, along
with quarter-by-quarter game highlights, important stats, and quotes from players and coaches.
Bowl games are presented in a number of notable contexts, including games against Hall of Fame
coaches (1936-1938 Sugar Bowls, 2010 Capital One Bowl), games that featured Heisman Trophy
winners (1959-1960 Sugar Bowls, 2019 Peach Bowl), LSU's first games against black players (1965



Sugar Bowl, 1972 Bluebonnet Bowl), and the first game played by a U.S. football team in a foreign
country (1907 Bacardi Bowl).
  texas tech red raider quarterbacks: The Official National Collegiate Athletic Association
Football Guide National Collegiate Athletic Association, 1974
  texas tech red raider quarterbacks: The World Almanac and Book of Facts, 1999 Robert
Famighetti, 1998 Features information on nations, states, and cities, celebrities, sports,
consumerism, the arts, health and nutrition, United States and world history, and numerous other
subjects
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