
texas tech quarterbacks by year
texas tech quarterbacks by year have played a pivotal role in the success and evolution of the Red
Raiders football program. From their early days to the modern era, Texas Tech quarterbacks have
showcased a dynamic blend of skill, leadership, and adaptability, often reflecting the offensive
philosophies of their respective coaching staffs. This article provides a comprehensive overview of
notable quarterbacks who have started or significantly contributed to Texas Tech football, organized
by year. It highlights key players, their statistical achievements, and their impact on the program’s
legacy. Whether analyzing prolific passers or dual-threat athletes, understanding the progression of
Texas Tech quarterbacks by year reveals much about the team's offensive identity and competitive
stature in college football. This in-depth look will cover historical standouts, recent signal-callers,
and emerging talents, offering a thorough timeline for fans and analysts alike.

Early Years and Foundational Quarterbacks (1930s–1960s)

The Rise of the Passing Game (1970s–1990s)

The Mike Leach Era and Air Raid Revolution (2000–2012)

Post-Leach Transition and Modern Quarterbacks (2013–2020)

Recent Years and Future Prospects (2021–Present)

Early Years and Foundational Quarterbacks
(1930s–1960s)
The early decades of Texas Tech football featured quarterbacks who laid the groundwork for the
program’s development. During this period, the offensive style was more balanced or run-oriented,
and quarterbacks often served as field generals with less emphasis on prolific passing. These
foundational players helped establish the Red Raiders' competitive presence in collegiate football
and set precedents for leadership and toughness.

Notable Quarterbacks of the Era
While detailed statistical records from this era are limited, several quarterbacks made lasting
impressions:

Gene Alford (1933–1935): One of the early stars who contributed to Texas Tech’s growing
football reputation.

Hub Bechtol (1940s): Though primarily a receiver, Bechtol’s era overlapped with notable
quarterback leadership that helped refine passing concepts.



Donny Anderson (1960s): Known more for his running ability, Anderson’s time at Tech
highlighted the versatility expected from quarterbacks in this period.

This era set the stage for more specialized quarterback roles as offensive strategies evolved in the
coming decades.

The Rise of the Passing Game (1970s–1990s)
From the 1970s through the 1990s, Texas Tech began to emphasize a more aggressive passing
attack, reflecting broader trends in college football. Quarterbacks during this time showcased
improved arm strength and accuracy, adapting to offensive schemes that increasingly prioritized
aerial productivity. This period featured several quarterbacks who set school records and helped
Texas Tech gain recognition as a formidable offensive team.

Key Quarterbacks and Their Impact
Noteworthy quarterbacks from this era include:

Vince Evans (1973–1975): Evans became one of the first Texas Tech quarterbacks to achieve
national attention, later going on to a professional career.

Scott Campbell (1977–1980): A prolific passer who set multiple school records and helped
popularize the passing game at Texas Tech.

Shane Bowen (1990s): Known for his dual-threat capabilities and leadership during a
transitional period.

These quarterbacks played a vital role in the gradual shift toward a pass-heavy offense, paving the
way for future innovations.

The Mike Leach Era and Air Raid Revolution
(2000–2012)
The arrival of Coach Mike Leach in 2000 marked a transformative chapter for Texas Tech
quarterbacks. Leach’s implementation of the Air Raid offense revolutionized the program’s offensive
identity, leading to unprecedented passing statistics and national prominence. Quarterbacks in this
era posted record-breaking numbers, frequently ranking among NCAA leaders in passing yards and
touchdowns.

Standout Quarterbacks Under Mike Leach
Several Texas Tech quarterbacks flourished in the Air Raid system:



Zac Robinson (2002–2004): Versatile and effective, Robinson set the tone for Leach’s
passing-centric approach.

Graham Harrell (2006–2009): Harrell became one of the most prolific passers in college
football history, setting multiple NCAA records and leading the Red Raiders to bowl victories.

Taylor Potts (2009–2011): Continued the tradition of high-volume passing and offensive
productivity.

Leach’s offense not only elevated individual quarterbacks but also redefined Texas Tech football’s
national identity.

Post-Leach Transition and Modern Quarterbacks
(2013–2020)
Following Mike Leach’s departure in 2012, Texas Tech underwent several coaching changes that
influenced quarterback play and offensive schemes. While the Air Raid philosophy maintained some
presence, adaptations led to more diversified offensive strategies. Quarterbacks during this period
showed a blend of passing prowess and mobility, reflecting evolving college football trends.

Prominent Quarterbacks and Developments
Key players during this transitional phase include:

Patrick Mahomes (2014–2016): Mahomes brought a dynamic dual-threat style and
exceptional arm talent, eventually becoming an NFL MVP and Super Bowl champion.

Alan Bowman (2017–2019): Known for his strong arm and resilience despite injuries.

Jett Duffey (2017–2020): A versatile quarterback who contributed significantly in various
offensive roles.

This era underscored Texas Tech’s ongoing commitment to developing quarterbacks capable of
thriving in modern, multifaceted offenses.

Recent Years and Future Prospects (2021–Present)
In the most recent years, Texas Tech quarterbacks have continued to adapt within new offensive
frameworks, often blending traditional passing with increased quarterback mobility. Recruiting
efforts and player development have focused on athletes capable of executing complex offensive
schemes while maintaining high efficiency and leadership on the field.



Emerging Quarterbacks and Program Outlook
Recent and current quarterbacks include:

Tyler Shough (2020–2021): Noted for his poise and leadership before transferring to
continue his career elsewhere.

Alan Bowman (Return): Attempted a comeback, demonstrating persistence and growth.

Behren Morton (2022–Present): An emerging talent with potential to lead the program
moving forward.

The program’s quarterback pipeline remains strong, with an emphasis on grooming players who can
sustain and enhance Texas Tech’s offensive success.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the Texas Tech starting quarterback in 2023?
In 2023, the starting quarterback for Texas Tech was Behren Morton.

Which Texas Tech quarterback had the most passing yards in
2022?
Tyler Shough led Texas Tech in passing yards in 2022.

Who was Texas Tech's quarterback during the 2021 season?
In the 2021 season, Alan Bowman and Henry Colombi both saw playing time at quarterback for
Texas Tech.

How has the starting quarterback position at Texas Tech
changed over the last decade?
Over the last decade, Texas Tech has seen several starting quarterbacks including Patrick Mahomes,
Baker Mayfield, and Alan Bowman, reflecting a trend of frequent changes at the position.

Who was Texas Tech's quarterback in the 2019 season?
In 2019, Alan Bowman was the primary starting quarterback for Texas Tech.

Which Texas Tech quarterback had a breakout season in



2018?
Jett Duffey had a notable season in 2018 for Texas Tech, showing significant development.

Did Patrick Mahomes start as quarterback for Texas Tech, and
if so, which years?
Yes, Patrick Mahomes was the starting quarterback for Texas Tech primarily during the 2016 and
2017 seasons.

Who was the Texas Tech quarterback in 2015 and what was
notable about his performance?
In 2015, Patrick Mahomes was the starting quarterback and he was notable for his strong arm and
dynamic play, setting several school records.

How did Texas Tech's quarterback situation look in the 2020
season?
In 2020, Alan Bowman and Henry Colombi split quarterback duties for Texas Tech during a season
affected by injuries and COVID-19 challenges.

Who was the first starting quarterback for Texas Tech in the
2010s?
In the early 2010s, Seth Doege was the starting quarterback for Texas Tech, leading the team from
2010 to 2012.

Additional Resources
1. Red Raider Rising: The Early Years of Texas Tech Quarterbacks
This book explores the formative years of Texas Tech quarterbacks, highlighting the pioneers who
set the foundation for the program. It covers the 1930s through the 1950s, detailing the challenges
and triumphs of early players. Readers will gain insight into how these athletes shaped the Red
Raiders' offensive strategies and team culture.

2. Signal Callers of the Seventies: Texas Tech’s Quarterbacks in Transition
Focusing on the 1970s, this volume examines the quarterbacks who led Texas Tech through a
decade of change and growth. It discusses their playing styles, memorable games, and contributions
to the team's evolving identity. The book also contextualizes their impact within the broader
landscape of college football during that era.

3. Air Raid Architects: Texas Tech Quarterbacks of the 1980s
This book delves into the quarterbacks who thrived under Texas Tech’s innovative Air Raid offense
in the 1980s. It highlights key players who revolutionized passing strategies and set numerous
records. Through interviews and game analyses, readers discover how these quarterbacks helped
redefine the program’s offensive philosophy.



4. Red Raider Renaissance: The Quarterbacks of the 1990s
Chronicling the 1990s, this book focuses on the quarterbacks who brought new energy and success
to Texas Tech football. It covers their personal journeys, on-field achievements, and the team's rise
in national prominence. The narrative also explores coaching influences and memorable seasons
during the decade.

5. New Millennium Signal Callers: Texas Tech Quarterbacks from 2000 to 2009
Examining the first decade of the 21st century, this book profiles the quarterbacks who led Texas
Tech into a new era. It highlights standout players, key games, and the evolution of the program’s
offensive schemes. The book also reflects on the impact of coaching changes and conference
dynamics on the quarterbacks' performances.

6. Gunslingers of the 2010s: Texas Tech Quarterbacks in Modern Football
This volume showcases the dynamic quarterbacks of the 2010s who embraced high-powered
offenses and brought excitement to Texas Tech football. It includes detailed accounts of record-
breaking performances and leadership on and off the field. The book also discusses how
technological advancements and analytics influenced quarterback play.

7. Red Raider Leaders: Texas Tech Quarterbacks of the 2020 Season and Beyond
Covering quarterbacks from 2020 onward, this book offers an up-to-date look at the latest stars of
Texas Tech football. It examines how recent players have adapted to changing game conditions,
including the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. The narrative highlights emerging talents and the
future outlook for the program.

8. Legendary Passers: The Greatest Texas Tech Quarterbacks Through the Years
This comprehensive book ranks and profiles the most influential and accomplished quarterbacks in
Texas Tech history. It combines statistical analysis with personal stories to celebrate their legacies.
Fans and historians alike will appreciate the in-depth coverage of these iconic Red Raiders.

9. Behind the Helmet: Personal Stories of Texas Tech Quarterbacks
Offering a more intimate perspective, this book shares the personal journeys, struggles, and
triumphs of Texas Tech quarterbacks across eras. Through interviews and anecdotes, readers gain a
deeper understanding of the lives behind the game. It highlights the human side of football and the
resilience required to succeed at the collegiate level.
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Kansas City. There is nobody like Patrick Mahomes. In three seasons, he has won a Super Bowl and
competed in another, earned the titles of First Team All-Pro, NFL Offensive Player of the Year, and
league MVP, and turned the Kansas City Chiefs from famed playoff failures into the most successful
team in the NFL. With his unique and groundbreaking playing style, and winning personality both on
and off the field, Mahomes has become a truly transcendent quarterback in a journey that mirrors
and accentuates the rebirth of the once swingin’ cow town of Kansas City, Missouri. Once an
adventure-filled jazz epicenter and nightlife hub to rival New Orleans, Kansas City’s wild edges and
captivating neighborhoods were snuffed out in pursuit of a suburbanized dream that largely left out
people of color. It’s been a long road attempting to move past the scars of segregation and overcome
the city’s flyover reputation, but Kansas City is now poised to make a comeback, and no other person
or team embodies that hope like Patrick Mahomes and the Kansas City Chiefs. Kansas City and
Mahomes represent the story of the midwestern American city—how they grew, how they shaped the
country, how the sport of football came to mean so much to them, how they failed, and how they are
changing. Kansas City–area natives Mark Dent and Rustin Dodd have written for outlets such as The
New York Times, The Kansas City Star, and Texas Monthly, bringing their deep connection to the
city, football expertise, and polished writing skills to create a serious book about a very entertaining
subject—the rebirth of a city, a team’s triumph, and how Patrick Mahomes, and the team he led,
were exactly what was needed to bring Kansas City back together again.
  texas tech quarterbacks by year: Quarterbacks James J. Bogdan, 2024-09-19 Quarterbacks
details the remarkable history and contributions of Western Pennsylvania quarterbacks who were
the foremost leaders in changing the landscape and dynamics of football into America’s premier
pastime. About the Author James J. Bogdan is just a football fan that appreciates the contributions of
his local quarterbacks.
  texas tech quarterbacks by year: Razor Thin: The Difference Between Winning and
Losing Luis Valdes, 2012-08-27 This book is about excellence. Winners and champions are
fascinating. Whether you are an athlete, a performance artist, or an ambitious businessman, this
book is written for you. It is about the hard work and tenacity involved in winning and achieving
greatness. Attaining success is difficult, few are able to achieve it, and fewer still are able to sustain
it. This book looks at the greatest athletes and teams of our time and identifies the critical factors in
their success. Many books discuss the personality factors involved in success, this book identifies the
specific behaviors that make a champion.
  texas tech quarterbacks by year: The QB Bruce Feldman, 2015-11-03 With unparalleled
access to the recruits, coaches, and gurus shaping football’s future, Bruce Feldman has written a
modern-day tale about the making of the next superstars in the game’s most important position: the
quarterback. In the world of modern football, with NFL teams worth more than a billion dollars, no
position defines a franchise like the quarterback. The QB is the story of a year in the making of those
star players, and of the most significant year in QB development in sport’s history… with the
meteoric rise of various quarterback gurus finally coming to light. George Whitfield, profiled in the
New Yorker and called the “Quarterback Whisperer,” gets a regular spot on ESPN’s College
GameDay, Trent Dilfer, former Super Bowl quarterback, starts his own qb business, Steve Clarkson,
another qb maker, gets profiled on 60 minutes, among many others. It is also the year 5’10” Russell
Wilson wins the Super Bowl and for the first time in over 60 years a sub-6-foot QB, Johnny Manziel,
gets drafted in the first round, forcing NFL power brokers to re-examine how they look at the
position—and the game. To tell the story of all that goes on to create the perfect quarterback,
bestselling author Bruce Feldman gained unique access to Johnny Football (that's Johnny Manziel),
George Whitfield and many other players in what has become a specialized and high-stakes
business. In the past decade the boom of the private quarterback-coach business, with its
pageant-world-for-boys vibe, has changed the position and the game. The QB tells the story of the
interlocking paths of the most fascinating characters involved in this secretive world, examining how
advanced analysis has taken root in football. Manziel’s portrait is the most intimate look at him yet,
detailing all his talents and antics. His guru is a man who has come to be known for making



QBs--George Whitfield, unparalleled in the business. And then there is Trent Dilfer, the quarterback
who never could get to the superstar level, despite winning the Super Bowl. He is the Salieri to
Manziel's Mozart. There is the computer/brain analysis company trying to quantify how playmakers
think, the biomechanics expert who saved Drew Brees’s career, and many more fascinating
behind-the-scenes looks into this world. Never before has the game so relied on the development of
the quarterback. In The QB, the stories of these men illustrate how high the stakes of the
quarterback’s game really are, taking readers on a compelling journey into the heart of America's
beloved game.
  texas tech quarterbacks by year: The USA TODAY College Football Encyclopedia
2008-2009 Bob Boyles, Paul Guido, 2008-08-04 The result of 15 years of exhaustive research, this
work is the definitive statistical and factual reference for everything related to college football in the
past 50 years.
  texas tech quarterbacks by year: The USA TODAY College Football Encyclopedia
2009-2010 Bob Boyles, Paul Guido, 2009-08 The most comprehensive resource on college football
ever published.
  texas tech quarterbacks by year: The 50 Greatest Players in Kansas City Chiefs History
Robert W. Cohen, 2020-10-28 In The 50 Greatest Players in Kansas City Chiefs History, sports
historian Robert W. Cohen ranks the top 50 players ever to perform for one of the NFL's most
historic franchises. This work includes quotes from the subjects themselves and former teammates,
photos, recaps of memorable performances and greatest individual seasons, as well as a statistical
summary of each player's career with the Chiefs. The Chiefs' best are profiled here in what is bound
to be a much discussed book among the team's broad fan base. An added bonus are the honorable
mentions, the next 25 players who have contributed to the Chiefs' astounding run as one of
America's great sports teams.
  texas tech quarterbacks by year: Sooner Brandon Sneed, 2020-08-25 Sooner tells the
remarkable rise of Lincoln Riley, formerly America’s youngest college football head coach and the
“quarterback whisperer” of the University of Oklahoma. Legendary University of Oklahoma head
coach Bob Stoops shook the college football world in 2017 when he handpicked Lincoln Riley to be
his successor at the perennial powerhouse. At age thirty-three. In his first three seasons at
Oklahoma, Riley’s teams dominated the Big 12 to reach the national semifinals each year, and two of
his quarterbacks—Baker Mayfield and Kyler Murray—won the Heisman Trophy and were No. 1
overall picks by the Cleveland Browns and Arizona Cardinals in the NFL draft. In Sooner, Brandon
Sneed charts Riley’s remarkable ascent from small-town star quarterback in West Texas, to walk-on
turned assistant coach at Texas Tech, where he learned the revolutionary Air Raid system from Mike
Leach, to offensive coordinator at East Carolina, to football titan Oklahoma. It takes more than sheer
talent to go toe to toe with the brilliant strategists of the modern game—like The University of
Alabama’s Nick Saban, University of Texas’s Tom Herman, and Ohio State’s Urban Meyer—and
Sneed shows how this wunderkind’s commitment, grit, relationships, pain, brains, and passion have
empowered him to compete. And win. More important than the zealous fans, the intense rivalries,
and the multimillion-dollar contracts, are the human connections that lie at the heart of Lincoln
Riley’s triumphs as a coach. Sooner is not only the story of a mastermind in the making, but also a
reminder of the many people who make each of us who we are.
  texas tech quarterbacks by year: Quarterback John Feinstein, 2019-08-27 From legendary
sportswriter and #1 New York Times bestselling author John Feinstein, a deep dive into the most
coveted and hallowed position in the NFL. Another must-read from a master of long-form sports
journalism.--Booklist, starred review In the mighty National Football League, one player becomes
the face of a franchise, one player receives all the accolades and all the blame, and one player's
hand will guide the rise or fall of an entire team's season--and the dreams of millions of fans. There
are thirty-two starting quarterbacks in the NFL, and their lives are built around pressure, stardom,
and incredible talent. In his most insightful book yet, John Feinstein shows readers what it's really
like to play the glory position and to live that life--mapping out a journey that runs from college



stardom to the NFL draft to taking command of the huddle and marching a team down the field with
a nation of fans cheering. Centering on five NFL starting quarterbacks--Alex Smith, Andrew Luck,
Joe Flacco, Ryan Fitzpatrick, and Doug Williams--Quarterback provides readers with incredible
inside access to the locker room, huddle, and heat of battle. Through spectacular moments and
embarrassing defeats, this is as close as most of us will ever come to experiencing life in the most
glamorous position in America's greatest game.
  texas tech quarterbacks by year: Blue Ribbon Football Yearbook Chris Dortch, 2005
  texas tech quarterbacks by year: The Rise of Washington State University Football Ben
Donahue, 2023-08-28 The rise of the crimson and gray. In 1987, Dennis Erickson arrived in Pullman,
Washington to take over the struggling Washington State University football program. Under his
leadership, the Cougars ended 1988 with a 9-3 record and a victory in the Aloha Bowl. In just two
years, the team had transformed, and Erickson's lifelong friend, Mike Price, took over in 1989 to
build on that legacy. By the end of Price's tenure, WSU had appeared in five bowl games including
two Rose Bowls, eclipsing the four bowl games in the entire program's history. The coaches also
produced a number of high-profile NFL quarterbacks, including Drew Bledsoe and Ryan Leaf. Join
author Ben Donahue as he explores how the Washington State University Cougars went from
doormats to perpetual contenders.
  texas tech quarterbacks by year: Collier's , 1921
  texas tech quarterbacks by year: NFL Head Coaches John Maxymuk, 2012-08-07 The 466
men who have held the increasingly demanding and prestigious position of Head Coach in the
National Football League and the two leagues that merged into it (the All America Football
Conference of the 1940s and the American Football League of the 1960s) form an exclusive club.
This book essentially answers three questions about every professional head coach since 1920: Who
was he? What were his coaching approach and style, in terms of both leadership and gridiron
tactics? How successful was he? Every entry begins with standard background information, followed
by each coach's yearly regular season and postseason coaching record, and then his statistical
tendencies toward scoring, defense and play calling. The entry then addresses the three questions
noted above.
  texas tech quarterbacks by year: LIFE , 1963-10-11 LIFE Magazine is the treasured
photographic magazine that chronicled the 20th Century. It now lives on at LIFE.com, the largest,
most amazing collection of professional photography on the internet. Users can browse, search and
view photos of today’s people and events. They have free access to share, print and post images for
personal use.
  texas tech quarterbacks by year: The Orange Bowl Tommy A. Phillips, 2023-01-23 The
Orange Bowl has been played 88 times since 1935. Originating as the small Festival of Palms Bowl,
meant to attract tourists to Miami, it has grown into a national football event watched by 16 million
people. Beginning with Bucknell's first victory over Miami, this book covers each Bowl in detail,
including the first game in Miami Orange Bowl stadium in 1938; Charles Bryant's breaking of the
color barrier in 1955; the four national championship games of the 1980s; the move to what is now
Hard Rock Stadium in the 1990s; and the new era of the Bowl as a semifinal game in the College
Football Playoff.
  texas tech quarterbacks by year: Coach & Athlete , 1973
  texas tech quarterbacks by year: The System Jeff Benedict, Armen Keteyian, 2014-08-26 A
Shelf Awareness Best Book of the Year NCAA football is big business. Every Saturday millions of
people file into massive stadiums or tune in on television as athlete-students give everything they've
got to make their team a success. Billions of dollars now flow into the game. But what is the true
cost? The players have no share in the oceans of money. And once the lights go down, the glitter
doesn't shine so brightly. Filled with mind-blowing details of major NCAA football scandals, with
stops at Ohio State, Tennessee, Texas Tech, Missouri, BYU, LSU, Texas A&M and many more, The
System explores and exposes the complex, and perhaps broken, machine that churns behind the
glamour of college football. With a New Afterword.



  texas tech quarterbacks by year: The Perfect Pass S. C. Gwynne, 2017-09-05 New York Times
bestselling, award-winning historian S.C. Gwynne tells the incredible story of how Hal Mumme and
Mike Leach--two unknown coaches who revolutionized American football in the 1980s, 1990s and
2000s--changed the way the game is played at every level, from high school to the NFL--
  texas tech quarterbacks by year: LIFE , 1963-10-11 LIFE Magazine is the treasured
photographic magazine that chronicled the 20th Century. It now lives on at LIFE.com, the largest,
most amazing collection of professional photography on the internet. Users can browse, search and
view photos of today’s people and events. They have free access to share, print and post images for
personal use.
  texas tech quarterbacks by year: Wildcats to Powercats Mark Stallard, 2000-09 Hundreds of
questions, facts and photos about the players, coaches, and games of the Kansas State University
football team.
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