
spoken korean

spoken korean is a vital component of mastering the Korean language, focusing on the natural,
everyday communication skills necessary for fluency. Unlike written Korean, spoken Korean
encompasses pronunciation, intonation, colloquial expressions, and cultural nuances that are
essential for effective interaction. This article explores the key aspects of spoken Korean, including
its unique characteristics, common challenges learners face, and practical strategies to improve
conversational proficiency. Additionally, the article covers important grammar points and vocabulary
frequently used in spoken contexts. Whether for travel, business, or cultural immersion,
understanding spoken Korean enhances comprehension and boosts confidence in real-life situations.
The following sections provide a comprehensive guide to mastering spoken Korean, from
foundational elements to advanced tips and resources.

Understanding the Characteristics of Spoken Korean

Common Challenges in Learning Spoken Korean

Key Grammar and Vocabulary for Spoken Korean

Effective Strategies for Improving Spoken Korean

Resources and Tools to Practice Spoken Korean

Understanding the Characteristics of Spoken Korean

Spoken Korean differs significantly from its written counterpart in several ways. It reflects the
dynamic nature of everyday communication, incorporating informal speech, contractions, and varied
politeness levels that are less common in formal writing. Mastery of spoken Korean requires
familiarity with these distinctive features to communicate naturally and appropriately in different
social contexts.

Informality and Politeness Levels

Korean language uses different speech levels to express politeness, respect, or familiarity. Spoken
Korean frequently shifts between formal and informal registers depending on the relationship
between speakers and the social setting. Understanding and using appropriate speech levels is
crucial for effective communication.

Formal Polite: Often used in professional or unfamiliar settings.

Informal Polite: Common among acquaintances and older-younger relationships.



Informal Casual: Used with close friends or younger people.

Contractions and Slang

In spoken Korean, contractions and slang are widely used to speed up communication and express
emotions vividly. For instance, frequently used phrases like "안 돼" (an dwae, meaning "no" or "can't")
often appear in shortened or contracted forms. Slang terms vary by region and age group,
enhancing the expressiveness of spoken Korean.

Common Challenges in Learning Spoken Korean

Despite its systematic grammar, spoken Korean presents several challenges for learners, especially
those whose native languages differ significantly. These obstacles often involve pronunciation,
intonation, and understanding native speakers in everyday conversations.

Pronunciation Difficulties

One of the main hurdles in spoken Korean is mastering the pronunciation of certain consonants and
vowels not present in many other languages. Korean has several sounds that are subtle yet crucial
for meaning, such as the distinction between aspirated, unaspirated, and tense consonants.
Incorrect pronunciation can lead to misunderstandings.

Listening Comprehension

Listening to natural spoken Korean can be challenging due to the speed of speech, use of
contractions, and regional dialects. Learners often find it difficult to catch every word or phrase,
especially when speakers use colloquial expressions or omit particles common in formal speech.

Politeness and Contextual Usage

Using the wrong level of politeness or inappropriate expressions can cause social discomfort or
offense. Navigating these nuances requires cultural understanding as well as linguistic knowledge,
which can be demanding for non-native speakers.



Key Grammar and Vocabulary for Spoken Korean

Spoken Korean relies heavily on specific grammar structures and vocabulary that facilitate natural
and efficient communication. Recognizing these elements helps learners respond appropriately and
participate actively in conversations.

Common Grammar Structures

Several grammar points are particularly prevalent in spoken Korean. These include sentence-ending
particles that convey emotion or emphasis and informal verb endings that differ from written forms.

~아요/어요: Polite sentence endings used in everyday speech.

~죠: Tag question ending that seeks agreement or confirmation.

~네: Expression of realization or surprise.

Contractions: For example, "괜찮아요" often becomes "괜찮아."

Essential Vocabulary

Spoken Korean incorporates a variety of essential words and phrases that facilitate smooth
interactions. These include greetings, common questions, and expressions of agreement or
disagreement frequently heard in conversations.

안녕하세요: Hello (formal polite).1.

네: Yes.2.

아니요: No.3.

고마워요/고마워: Thank you (formal polite/informal).4.

미안해요/미안해: Sorry (formal polite/informal).5.

Effective Strategies for Improving Spoken Korean



Improving spoken Korean involves consistent practice and exposure to native speech. Employing
targeted strategies can accelerate progress and build confidence in real-life communication.

Practice with Native Speakers

Engaging in conversations with native Korean speakers is one of the most effective ways to develop
spoken skills. It provides immediate feedback on pronunciation, grammar, and appropriateness of
expressions.

Listening to Korean Media

Regularly listening to Korean dramas, variety shows, podcasts, and music helps learners become
accustomed to natural speech patterns, intonation, and vocabulary used in everyday contexts.

Shadowing Technique

Shadowing involves listening to a native speaker and repeating their speech simultaneously. This
technique improves pronunciation, rhythm, and fluency, making spoken Korean sound more natural.

Use of Language Apps and Tools

Many language learning apps focus on spoken Korean by providing interactive dialogues,
pronunciation practice, and speech recognition technology that aids learners in refining their skills.

Resources and Tools to Practice Spoken Korean

A variety of resources are available to support learners in mastering spoken Korean. These tools
range from traditional materials to modern digital platforms designed for immersive learning
experiences.

Language Exchange Platforms

Online language exchange communities connect Korean learners with native speakers worldwide,
facilitating conversational practice and cultural exchange in a flexible and supportive environment.



Speech Recognition Software

Advanced speech recognition technology available in language apps helps learners receive instant
feedback on their pronunciation and intonation, enabling targeted improvement.

Audio Books and Podcasts

Listening to Korean audio books and podcasts enhances comprehension and exposes learners to
diverse topics and speaking styles, enriching their spoken Korean vocabulary and understanding.

Structured Language Courses

Formal courses focusing on conversational Korean provide systematic training in spoken language
skills, often incorporating role-playing, dialogue practice, and real-time interaction with instructors.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the most common greetings in spoken Korean?
Common greetings in spoken Korean include "안녕하세요" (annyeonghaseyo) meaning "Hello," "안녕"
(annyeong) for informal "Hi," and "감사합니다" (gamsahamnida) meaning "Thank you."

How important is honorific language in spoken Korean?
Honorific language is very important in spoken Korean as it shows respect based on social
hierarchy, age, and relationship. Using appropriate speech levels is essential for polite and effective
communication.

What are some useful Korean phrases for daily conversation?
Useful daily phrases include "잘 지내세요?" (jal jinaeseyo?) meaning "How are you?", "죄송합니다"
(joesonghamnida) meaning "I'm sorry," and "도와주세요" (dowajuseyo) meaning "Please help me."

How does Korean sentence structure differ from English in
spoken Korean?
Korean sentence structure typically follows Subject-Object-Verb (SOV) order, unlike English which
follows Subject-Verb-Object (SVO). For example, "I eat apples" in Korean is "저는 사과를 먹어요" (I apple
eat).



What are filler words commonly used in spoken Korean?
Common filler words in spoken Korean include "음" (eum), "저기" (jeogi), and "그" (geu), which are used
similarly to "um," "uh," or "well" in English conversation.

How can I improve my Korean pronunciation for spoken
Korean?
To improve Korean pronunciation, practice listening to native speakers, mimic their intonation and
rhythm, use language learning apps, and consider taking speaking-focused classes or language
exchanges.

What is the difference between formal and informal speech in
spoken Korean?
Formal speech uses polite endings like "-요" (yo) or honorific forms, while informal speech omits
these and is used among close friends or younger people. Using the correct level shows respect and
appropriateness.

Are there any slang words or expressions popular in spoken
Korean?
Yes, slang like "대박" (daebak) meaning "awesome" or "amazing," and "헐" (heol) expressing surprise,
are popular in casual spoken Korean, especially among younger speakers.

How can I practice spoken Korean effectively?
Effective practice methods include speaking with native speakers, language exchange partners,
using language apps with speaking features, watching Korean dramas or variety shows, and
recording yourself to improve fluency and confidence.

Additional Resources
1. Speak Korean Like a Native: Essential Spoken Korean for Real Life
This book focuses on practical spoken Korean used in everyday situations. It includes dialogues,
common expressions, and cultural notes to help learners sound more natural. The conversational
approach makes it ideal for beginners and intermediate learners aiming to improve fluency.

2. Mastering Korean Conversation: A Comprehensive Guide to Spoken Korean
Designed for learners who want to advance their speaking skills, this guide covers various topics
from casual chats to formal discussions. It features vocabulary lists, practice exercises, and audio
resources to reinforce pronunciation and intonation. The book emphasizes active communication and
listening comprehension.

3. Colloquial Korean: The Complete Course for Beginners
This book offers a balanced approach to learning spoken Korean with a focus on colloquial language.
It includes dialogues, grammar explanations, and exercises tailored to real-life conversations. Audio



materials accompany the text to help learners develop natural speech patterns.

4. Korean Made Simple: Speaking and Understanding Korean in Everyday Life
A popular title that breaks down Korean speaking skills into manageable lessons, this book
emphasizes practical vocabulary and phrases. It guides learners through daily interactions such as
shopping, dining, and traveling. The clear explanations and engaging exercises make it suitable for
self-study.

5. Everyday Korean Dialogues: Speak Korean with Confidence
This book provides a collection of useful dialogues and expressions for common scenarios. It is
designed to build confidence in speaking Korean through repetition and contextual learning. The
inclusion of cultural tips helps learners understand the nuances of Korean communication.

6. Korean for Speaking: Practical Lessons for Conversational Fluency
Focusing exclusively on spoken Korean, this book offers lessons that encourage active speaking
practice. It covers essential grammar and vocabulary needed for smooth conversations. Role-playing
exercises and real-life examples support learners in gaining conversational confidence.

7. Talk To Me In Korean Level 1: Conversational Korean for Beginners
Produced by the well-known Talk To Me In Korean series, this book is ideal for beginners eager to
start speaking Korean quickly. It introduces fundamental phrases and sentence structures with clear
explanations. The accompanying audio files help perfect pronunciation and listening skills.

8. Survival Korean: Speak Korean in 10 Days
Perfect for travelers and short-term learners, this book focuses on survival phrases and everyday
spoken Korean. It covers essential topics like directions, ordering food, and emergency situations.
The concise format allows learners to quickly gain useful speaking skills.

9. Fluent Korean Speaking: Advanced Conversational Practice
Aimed at intermediate to advanced learners, this book offers in-depth conversational practice with
complex dialogues and idiomatic expressions. It challenges learners to engage in discussions on
various topics, enhancing both fluency and cultural understanding. Supplementary audio materials
provide native speaker models for pronunciation.
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  spoken korean: Morpho-Syntactic Patterns in Spoken Korean English Sofia Rüdiger,
2019-07-15 Morpho-Syntactic Patterns in Spoken Korean English presents fundamental research on
the use of English by South Korean speakers. Despite the extraordinary and vibrant status of the
English language in South Korean society (demonstrated, for example, by the notion of English
Fever), research on the forms of English in the South Korean context has been sadly neglected in the
study of World Englishes. This monograph is the first to provide a rich and contextualized
description of the Korean English morpho-syntactic repertoire. It draws on the specifically compiled

http://www.speargroupllc.com/gacor1-25/pdf?title=spoken-korean.pdf&trackid=hJP37-5726
http://www.speargroupllc.com/gacor1-16/Book?docid=WAB49-3494&title=how-to-die-painlessly.pdf


Spoken Korean English (SPOKE) corpus to shed light on Korean uses of plural marking, articles,
pronouns, prepositions, and verbs in spoken English, and demonstrates that English is indeed the
language of those who use it. This volume will be highly relevant for researchers interested in
Expanding Circle Englishes, Asian Englishes, spoken language corpora, and morpho-syntactic
variation.
  spoken korean: An Introduction to the Korean Spoken Language Horace Grant
Underwood, 1890
  spoken korean: Learn to speak and write Korean in 30 days YouGuide Ltd,
  spoken korean: Spoken Korean Fred Lukoff, 1945
  spoken korean: Speak Korean Fluently Today! Pasquale De Marco, Embark on a linguistic
adventure with Speak Korean Fluently Today!! This comprehensive Korean language guide is
meticulously crafted for language enthusiasts of all levels, from absolute beginners to those seeking
to enhance their existing Korean skills. Discover the wonders of Hangul, the Korean alphabet, and
immerse yourself in the nuances of Korean pronunciation. Journey through the vibrant tapestry of
Korean culture, uncovering fascinating customs, traditions, and etiquette. Delight in the delectable
flavors of Korean cuisine and explore the rich heritage of Korean art, literature, music, and dance.
Build a robust foundation of Korean vocabulary, encompassing essential words and phrases for
everyday life, travel, business, and personal interests. Master the art of Korean conversation with
practical tips and real-world scenarios. Engage in lively dialogues, ask for directions with
confidence, discuss your interests effortlessly, and navigate various social situations with ease.
Delve into the intricacies of Korean grammar, sentence structure, and verb conjugations, gaining a
profound understanding of how the language works. Discover the wonders of Korea, from its
bustling metropolises to its serene countryside. Plan your trip with expert guidance, explore
must-visit destinations, and navigate the transportation system like a local. Find the best places to
stay and dine, and immerse yourself in Korean culture by understanding business etiquette,
negotiating effectively, and adapting to the unique dynamics of the Korean workplace. Enhance your
Korean proficiency and take your skills to the next level. Challenge yourself with intermediate and
advanced grammar concepts, expand your vocabulary, and practice your conversation skills through
engaging scenarios. Prepare for the TOPIK exam, the standardized Korean proficiency test, with
targeted strategies and recommended resources. Discover a wealth of learning resources, including
books, apps, and online courses, to support your ongoing language journey. As you progress through
this comprehensive guide, you'll not only gain linguistic fluency but also a deeper appreciation for
Korean culture and society. Understand the historical and religious influences that have shaped
Korea, explore the dynamics of family and relationships, and gain insights into the Korean education
system and values. Embrace the Korean way of life and develop a profound connection with the
Korean people and their culture. If you like this book, write a review!
  spoken korean: Integrated Korean Young-mee Cho, 2000-01-01 This intermediate level text
has been developed in accordance with performance-based principles, contextualization, use of
authentic materials, function/task-orientedness, and balance between skill getting and skill using.
Each topic covers punctuation, grammar and new words and expressions.
  spoken korean: Introduction to Spoken Korean Elinor Clark Horne, Sang Soon Yun, 1950
  spoken korean: Handbook on the Korean Language and Literacy: Insights into Hangul
and Text Processing Hye K. Pae, Heather Winskel, Say Young Kim, 2025-08-26 This handbook
offers comprehensive insights into the language-writing nexus of the Korean alphabet, Hangul.
Recognized by international linguists and historians as the most scientifically designed and efficient
script, Hangul's uniqueness lies in its effective integration of the alphabetic principle into syllabic
blocks. The volume challenges the dominant Eurocentric research trend by extending the body of
knowledge to include Korean. The Korean alphabet is uniquely different from the Chinese and
Japanese writing systems and the Latin alphabet. The state-of-the-art reflections on the Korean
language, its alphabet, and its processing are organized into five parts, including (1) spoken
language and written language, (2) processing at the lexical level, (3) processing at the sentential



level, (4) acquisition of Korean as L1 and L2, and (5) future directions in theory, methodology,
pedagogy, and more. The volume is written by leading Korean and non-Korean specialists in relevant
fields across the world. It discusses Hangul-specific theories, script-specific empirical evidence, and
syllable-based pedagogical practices. With the current Korean cultural wave (a.k.a., Hallyu; e.g.,
K-pop, K-dramas, K-movies, etc.) spreading across the world, this Handbook is timely and serves as a
signpost to future research and practice. This collection of chapters serves as an authoritative vade
mecum, offering scientifically grounded discussions on the complex mechanisms involved in reading
and text processing while remaining accessible to students, researchers, practitioners, and
policymakers.
  spoken korean: Beginning Korean Samuel Elmo Martin, Young-Sook C. Lee, 1969-01-01 A
model of structural linguistic analysis as well as a teaching tool, this text gives the student a
comprehensive grasp of the essentials of modern Korean in 25 lessons, with 5 review lessons,
leading to advanced levels of proficiency. It has been designed for adult students working either in
classes or by themselves, with the assistance of native speakers or tape recordings. Each lesson
contains basic sentences, grammar notes with additional examples, exercises, comprehension
practice, and conversation guides. Of particular value is the systematic presentation of grammatical
structures, with a detailed cross-index integrated into the Korean-English vocabulary that
accompanies the English-Korean vocabulary at the end of the book. The pronunciation is introduced
in carefully planned drills that are grouped together at the beginning of the book. The course follows
the overall pedagogical methods that have come to be known as the Yale audio-lingual approach.Mr.
Martin is chariman of the Department of Linguistics at Yale University, and Mrs. Lee is assistant
professor of Korean at the University of Hawaii.
  spoken korean: Korean in a Hurry; A Quick Approach to Spoken Korean Samuel E. Martin,
1960 This 'quick' approach to spoken Korean by Samuel E. Martin, author of Essential Japanese, an
Introduction to the Standard Colloquial Language, and professor emeritus at Yale University, is the
first really useful manual of the Korean language. These lessons have been devised to facilitate easy
language study and are conversationally applicable as soon as you learn them.
  spoken korean: Korean English Glenn Hadikin, 2014-07-15 The English language is changing
every day and it is us – the individual speakers and writers – that drive those changes in small ways
by choosing to use certain strings of words over others. This book discusses and describes some of
the choices made by speakers from South Korea by examining the similarities and differences
between two Korean communities: one in England and one in South Korea. The book has two overall
aims. Firstly, it is intended to begin a discussion about phraseology and Lexical Priming and how
these theoretical concepts relate and play out in the context of a New English. Secondly, it provides
a model of how a language variety can be explored by detailed analysis of short strings. It delves into
a range of areas from World Englishes to phraseology and formulaic language and would be suitable
for students, teachers and researchers in all these areas.
  spoken korean: Korean Made Easy - Lower Beginner - Part 1 of 2 - Series 1 of 3 Lingo Wave,
2019-06-01 We broke our new series on learning Korean down into different learning stages. Start
with the “Lower Beginner” books followed by the “Beginner” and “Upper Beginner” books. Next,
progress to the “Intermediate” series, then test and reinforce your knowledge with the
“Conversations” series. Our experienced educators and speakers possess the linguistic skills to help
you understand and speak Korean clearly. We are very proud to have developed a product that truly
helps you learn Korean quickly and easily, anytime and anywhere. This audiobook is divided into
units.While it provides different learning patterns and accommodates various needs, this audiobook
focuses on helping you improve your ability to understand, speak, and memorise Korean. The sample
will give you a taste of what you can look forward to. In Unit 1 you will hear Korean decoded with
each syllable spoken very slowly and clearly with repetition. Immediately before each sentence is
spoken, you will hear the translation, so you will always understand what is being said. Unit 2
focuses solely on increasing your listening ability, which will improve your abilities to engage in
dialogue with a native Korean speaker. This chapter requires you to listen very carefully to nuances



in the language. By Unit 3 you will already notice progress in your abilities to speak and understand
Korean. The spoken translation is followed by two repetitions in Korean at a completely natural
speed. While you are learning to process naturally spoken Korean, Units 3 and 4 will help you
memorise new vocabulary and full sentences. In Unit 5 you can test yourself on how much you have
learned. If you are having difficulties, we suggest you revisit the listening, speaking, or
memorisation section of Units 1, 2 3 or 4, according to what you need more help with. We developed
our audiobooks to enable you to learn without an eBook. This gives you the opportunity to advance
your Korean language skills anywhere whether you’re on the go or waiting around. As the audiobook
is neatly arranged into many sub-units, it is also very practical for educators to navigate and use in
classrooms or any time sensitive learning environment. Topics covered in this 2 part series: Part 1: -
Greetings - Asking personal information - Asking about people or things - Talking about food -
Talking about the current time and date Part 2: - Talking about the location of things - Describing
things - Likes and dislikes - Talking about abilities - Talking about appearance - Talking about
personality - Talking about the weather - Talking about the house (rooms and furniture)
  spoken korean: The Routledge Handbook of Korean as a Second Language Andrew Sangpil
Byon, Danielle Ooyoung Pyun, 2022-04-19 The Routledge Handbook of Korean as a Second
Language aims to define the field and to present the latest research in Korean as a second language
(KSL). It comprises a detailed overview of the field of KSL teaching and learning, discusses its
development, and captures critical cutting-edge research within its major subfields. As the first
handbook of KSL published in English, this book will be of particular interest to advanced
undergraduates, graduate students, language teachers, curriculum developers, and researchers in
the fields of KSL and applied linguistics. While each chapter will be authored by internationally
renowned scholars in its major subfields, the handbook aims to maintain accessibility so that it can
also be of value to non-specialists.
  spoken korean: The Korean Language Iksop Lee, S. Robert Ramsey, 2000-01-01 An accessible,
comprehensive source of information on the Korean language--its structure and history to its cultural
and sociological setting.
  spoken korean: Korean Grammar Soohee Kim, Emily Curtis, Haewon Cho, 2018-11-20 Korean
Grammar: The Complete Guide to Speaking Korean Naturally covers all the basic sentence
structures, verbal forms and idiomatic expressions taught in the first two years of a college level
Korean language course. It is specifically designed for the following learners: Beginning or
intermediate level Korean language students Self-study adult learners or those studying with a tutor
Heritage learners who wish to speak Korean more correctly Anyone who wants to review previously
acquired Korean Each chapter provides clear grammatical explanations with charts and examples
for each construction, showing how it is used in various contexts. All Korean words and sentences
are given in both Korean Hangul script and Romanized form, with English translations to assist
beginning learners. Fundamental concepts like honorifics, formal and informal speech styles, verb
endings and complex sentence constructions are all presented in straightforward terms to make
these constructions accessible to learners at every level. Exercises at the end of each chapter
reinforce the learning process.
  spoken korean: Practical Korean Samuel E. Martin, 2013-09-10 A handy introduction to the
Korean language that is concise, simple, and useful. Much more than Korean phrasebook, Practical
Korean has been written to fill a specific need: that of the hundreds of thousands of people now
visiting Korea for business or holidays or even living there for a year or two, who wish to learn
something of the spoken Korean language around them. The grammatical structure of Korean is
particularly complicated, and difficulties plague foreign students learning Korean. Samuel E. Martin,
renowned Asian language expert and professor emeritus at Yale University has simplified some of
the common problems to acquaint the reader with the most useful way to say a lot of everyday
things, without having to memorize long lists of grammatical rules. The compact size makes it ideal
for traveling to Korea or reading on a plane, train or bus. The sentences are almost all given in the
polite (yo) style, which is both the simplest and the most widely used. From this manner, another



common style--the Intimate style--is easily derived by merely dropping the final particle. From a
practical point of view, this is the quickest and simplest way to put a foreigner into direct
communication with Koreans, including the use of a Korean phrasebook. The student will quickly
make progress learning to comprehend and speak Korean. The material is presented using the
romanization method of written Korean that is officially authorized by the Korean government as
well as the native Korean script (Hangeul). Practical Korean is grouped into 47 lessons that cover all
the common topics of conversation, grammar and vocabulary.
  spoken korean: Korean Studies Guide B. H. Hazard, James Hoyt, H. T. Kim, W. W. Smith,
2022-09-23 This title is part of UC Press's Voices Revived program, which commemorates University
of California Press’s mission to seek out and cultivate the brightest minds and give them voice,
reach, and impact. Drawing on a backlist dating to 1893, Voices Revived makes high-quality,
peer-reviewed scholarship accessible once again using print-on-demand technology. This title was
originally published in 1954.
  spoken korean: Bilingualism in the Spanish-Speaking World Jennifer Austin, María Blume,
Liliana Sánchez, 2015-04-20 Bilingualism has given rise to significant changes in Spanish-speaking
countries. In the US, the increasing importance of Spanish has engendered an English-only
movement; in Peru, contact between Spanish and Quechua has brought about language change; and
in Iberia, speakers of Basque, Galician and Catalan have made their languages a compulsory part of
school curricula and local government. This book provides an introduction to bilingualism in the
Spanish-speaking world, looking at topics such as language contact, bilingual societies, bilingualism
in schools, code-switching, language transfer, the emergence of new varieties of Spanish, and
language choice - and how all of these phenomena affect the linguistic and cognitive development of
the speaker. Using examples and case studies drawn primarily from Spanish/English bilinguals in
the US, Spanish/Quechua bilinguals in Peru and Spanish/Basque bilinguals in Spain, it provides
diverse perspectives on the experience of being bilingual in distinct cultural, political and
socioeconomic contexts.
  spoken korean: Teaching Chinese, Japanese, and Korean Heritage Language Students
Kimi Kondo-Brown, James Dean Brown, 2017-09-25 This book contributes to building the research
knowledge that language teaching professionals need in developing curriculum for the large
population of East Asian heritage students (including Chinese, Japanese, and Korean) in countries
like the United States, Canada, and Australia, where speakers of East Asian languages are among
the fastest growing populations. Heritage learners are defined as those who initially acquired
certain levels of linguistic and cultural competence in a non-dominant language mainly through
interaction with foreign-born parents and other family members at home. Heritage language
instruction is currently a “hot topic” and is becoming a sub-discipline within the fields of foreign
language education and applied linguistics. Special instruction for heritage language learners is on
the rise, particularly in the U.S. and Canada. Providing theoretical and practical information about
heritage-language instruction in terms of curriculum design, learner needs, materials development,
and assessment procedures, the goal of this book is not only to promote research about heritage
students in East Asian languages but also to improve the teaching of these students in various
educational settings and all over the world, especially in English speaking countries. The volume is
organized in four sections: *Overview—addressing the timeliness, necessity, and applications of the
work and issues and future agendas for teaching Chinese, Japanese, and Korean heritage students;
*Language Needs Analysis; *Attitude, Motivation, Identity, and Instructional Preference; and
*Curriculum Design, Materials Development, and Assessment Procedures Teaching Chinese,
Japanese, and Korean Heritage Language Students is intended as a primary text or reference for
researchers, educators, and students in the areas of curriculum, pedagogy, and assessment studies
related to teaching bilingual and heritage students in general and East Asian heritage students in
particular.
  spoken korean: A Frequency Dictionary of Korean Sun-Hee Lee, Seok Bae Jang, Sang Kyu Seo,
2016-08-05 A Frequency Dictionary of Korean is an invaluable tool for all learners of Korean,



providing a list of the 5000 most frequently used words in the language. Based on the Sejong
National Corpora, the largest written and spoken corpora in Korean comprised of 10 million words
collected from different genres, the Dictionary provides the user with detailed information for each
of the entries, including illustrative examples and English translations. The Dictionary provides a
rich resource for language teaching and curriculum design, while a separate CD version provides
the full text in a tab-delimited format ideally suited for use by corpus and computational linguists.
With entries arranged both by frequency and alphabetically, A Frequency Dictionary of Korean
enables students of all levels to get the most out of their study of vocabulary in an engaging and
efficient way.
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