
society must be defended

society must be defended is a concept that has resonated throughout history, emphasizing the imperative to
protect social structures, cultural values, and communal well-being. This principle highlights the need for
vigilance against threats that could undermine societal stability, whether they be political, economic, or
ideological. The phrase also reflects the broader discourse on sovereignty, security, and justice, underscoring
the balance between individual freedoms and collective order. Understanding why society must be defended
involves examining historical contexts, philosophical foundations, and contemporary challenges. This article
explores the multifaceted dimensions of this idea, addressing its origins, implications, and practical applications
in modern governance and social policy. The following sections will provide an in-depth analysis of the topic
and its relevance in today’s world.

The Historical Context of "Society Must Be Defended"

Philosophical Foundations of Defending Society

Modern Threats to Societal Stability

Mechanisms and Institutions for Protecting Society

Balancing Security and Individual Rights

The Historical Context of "Society Must Be Defended"

The phrase "society must be defended" gained significant prominence in the political and social discourse during
the 20th century. It was notably popularized by French philosopher Michel Foucault in his lectures, where he
explored the intersections of power, war, and social order. Historically, the concept has roots in the idea
that societies require protection from external invasions, internal revolutions, and ideological subversions.
Throughout history, rulers and governments have justified various measures—ranging from military campaigns
to legal restrictions—on the premise that these actions were necessary to preserve the social fabric.

Origins in Political Thought

Early political theorists such as Thomas Hobbes and Niccol� Machiavelli addressed the necessity of defense
mechanisms to maintain civil order. Hobbes, in particular, argued that without a strong sovereign authority,
society would descend into chaos, famously describing life in a state of nature as “solitary, poor, nasty,
brutish, and short.” This bleak perspective provided a foundation for the assertion that society must be
defended through centralized power and law enforcement.

20th Century Interpretations

In the 20th century, the concept was expanded to include not only physical security but also ideological
control, as societies grappled with the threats of totalitarianism, colonialism, and Cold War tensions.
Governments increasingly adopted policies aimed at countering subversive elements, often invoking the defense of
society to justify surveillance and suppression of dissent. This historical context demonstrates how the
phrase has influenced political strategies and governance models.



Philosophical Foundations of Defending Society

The principle that society must be defended is underpinned by various philosophical arguments concerning justice,
authority, and the social contract. These foundations explore why protection of the collective is essential
and how it aligns with moral and ethical considerations.

The Social Contract Theory

Social contract theorists argue that individuals consent, either explicitly or implicitly, to surrender some
freedoms in exchange for security and order provided by the state. This theoretical framework supports the idea
that defending society is a collective responsibility and legitimizes governmental authority to enforce laws
and maintain peace.

Justice and the Common Good

Philosophers such as John Rawls have emphasized justice as fairness and the importance of institutions that
protect the rights and welfare of all members of society. From this perspective, defending society involves
safeguarding the common good, ensuring equitable treatment, and preventing harm that could destabilize social
cohesion.

Modern Threats to Societal Stability

In contemporary times, the concept that society must be defended faces new challenges arising from
globalization, technological advancements, and shifting geopolitical landscapes. These threats necessitate
evolved strategies for protection and resilience.

Cybersecurity and Information Warfare

The digital age has introduced vulnerabilities that affect national security and social order. Cyberattacks,
misinformation campaigns, and data breaches can disrupt critical infrastructure and undermine public trust.
Defending society now includes protecting cyberspace and ensuring the integrity of information.

Political Polarization and Social Fragmentation

Increasing ideological divides and social fragmentation pose risks to democratic institutions and social
harmony. Efforts to defend society must address these internal fissures by promoting dialogue, tolerance, and
inclusive policies that mitigate conflict and foster unity.

Global Health and Environmental Crises

Events such as pandemics and climate change impact societal stability on a global scale. Effective defense
mechanisms involve coordinated responses that protect public health, preserve resources, and adapt to
emerging risks.

Mechanisms and Institutions for Protecting Society

Various institutions and mechanisms have been established to uphold the principle that society must be defended.



These structures operate at local, national, and international levels to maintain order and safeguard
citizens.

Law Enforcement and Judicial Systems

Police forces and judicial bodies play vital roles in enforcing laws, deterring crime, and resolving disputes. Their
effectiveness directly impacts the security and trust within society, ensuring that rules are respected and
justice is administered fairly.

Military and National Defense

Armed forces are responsible for protecting a nation from external threats and preserving sovereignty. Defense
strategies and military readiness are integral to the broader concept of societal defense, providing a deterrent
against aggression.

Social Welfare and Community Programs

Social programs that address poverty, education, and healthcare contribute to societal stability by reducing
inequalities and promoting well-being. These initiatives help prevent social unrest and build resilience against
various challenges.

Key Mechanisms for Defending Society

Legislative frameworks ensuring rule of law

Intelligence and security agencies monitoring threats

Public education fostering civic responsibility

Emergency response systems for crises

International cooperation for global security

Balancing Security and Individual Rights

While defending society is crucial, it must be balanced against the protection of individual freedoms and human
rights. This balance is a fundamental challenge in democratic governance and ethical policymaking.

Potential Risks of Overreach

Excessive measures to defend society can lead to authoritarianism, suppression of dissent, and erosion of civil
liberties. History provides examples where the justification of defense was used to curtail freedoms unjustly.

Legal Safeguards and Accountability

Ensuring transparency, judicial oversight, and adherence to constitutional principles are essential to prevent



abuses while maintaining effective defense mechanisms. Respect for due process and human rights supports the
legitimacy of protective actions.

Promoting Inclusive Security

Security policies that incorporate diverse perspectives and address root causes of insecurity contribute to
sustainable societal defense. Inclusive approaches foster trust between authorities and communities, enhancing
cooperation and resilience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Michel Foucault's 'Society Must Be Defended'?

The main theme of Michel Foucault's 'Society Must Be Defended' is the relationship between power, knowledge,
and war, exploring how power operates through societal institutions and the concept of biopolitics.

Who is the author of 'Society Must Be Defended'?

The author of 'Society Must Be Defended' is the French philosopher Michel Foucault.

In 'Society Must Be Defended', how does Foucault define power?

Foucault defines power as a complex strategic situation in a given society, not just something held by a few
but exercised throughout social relations and institutions.

What historical period does Foucault focus on in 'Society Must Be
Defended'?

Foucault focuses on the modern historical period, particularly from the 17th century onwards, examining the
development of biopolitics and state racism.

How does 'Society Must Be Defended' relate to the concept of biopolitics?

In 'Society Must Be Defended', Foucault discusses biopolitics as a form of power that manages populations
through institutions, policies, and norms to control life and health.

What is the significance of war in Foucault's 'Society Must Be Defended'?

War is seen as a metaphor and mechanism through which power relations are established and maintained within
society, shaping political and social structures.

How does Foucault connect racism to state power in 'Society Must Be
Defended'?

Foucault argues that racism is a tool used by the state to justify the exclusion and control of certain
populations, thereby defending the 'society' from perceived threats.

Is 'Society Must Be Defended' a book or a series of lectures?

'Society Must Be Defended' is a series of lectures given by Michel Foucault at the Coll�ge de France in



1975-1976.

Why is 'Society Must Be Defended' considered important in political
philosophy?

It is important because it offers a critical analysis of power relations, state sovereignty, and the mechanisms
through which societies justify control and exclusion.

How does Foucault's 'Society Must Be Defended' influence contemporary
discussions on power and society?

'Society Must Be Defended' influences contemporary thought by providing a framework to understand how
power operates beyond traditional political structures, highlighting the role of discourse, institutions, and
social practices in maintaining societal order.

Additional Resources
1. Society Must Be Defended by Michel Foucault
This book is a collection of lectures by Michel Foucault in which he explores the relationship between power,
war, and society. Foucault argues that society is constantly involved in struggles for dominance and
control, and that these conflicts shape social institutions and norms. He introduces the concept of biopolitics
and examines how power operates through discourse and knowledge.

2. Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison by Michel Foucault
In this seminal work, Foucault traces the evolution of social control from public executions to modern
disciplinary institutions. He analyzes how power and discipline function in society to maintain order and
control individuals. The book provides a critical perspective on how societal defense mechanisms operate
through surveillance and normalization.

3. On War by Carl von Clausewitz
A foundational text in military theory, Clausewitz's work discusses the nature of war and its relation to
politics and society. He famously asserts that war is a continuation of politics by other means, highlighting
the intrinsic link between societal defense and political objectives. The book offers deep insights into the
dynamics of conflict and defense at a societal level.

4. Leviathan by Thomas Hobbes
Hobbes' classic political philosophy book argues for the necessity of a strong sovereign authority to prevent
societal collapse into chaos and violence. He emphasizes the social contract as a means to defend society from
the natural state of war "of every man against every man." The work profoundly influences ideas about
governance, order, and societal protection.

5. The Origins of Totalitarianism by Hannah Arendt
Arendt explores the rise of totalitarian regimes in the 20th century and examines how societies can be
manipulated and controlled through ideology and terror. She discusses the breakdown of social structures
that allows for the defense of society to be subverted by oppressive forces. The book serves as a warning
about the fragility of democratic societies.

6. Security: A New Framework for Analysis by Barry Buzan, Ole W�ver, and Jaap de Wilde
This book introduces the concept of securitization, explaining how certain issues are framed as existential
threats that justify extraordinary measures to defend society. It broadens the understanding of security
beyond military defense to include political, economic, societal, and environmental dimensions. The authors
provide a comprehensive framework for analyzing how societies perceive and respond to threats.

7. Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism by Benedict Anderson
Anderson investigates how nations are socially constructed communities that must be defended through shared
identity and collective memory. The book explores the role of language, media, and culture in forging bonds



that enable societies to mobilize in defense of their perceived interests. It highlights the importance of narrative
in maintaining social cohesion.

8. The Social Contract by Jean-Jacques Rousseau
Rousseau’s influential treatise argues that legitimate political authority arises from a contract among free
individuals to form a collective body politic. He stresses the importance of the general will in defending
society’s common good and ensuring freedom and equality. The work lays the philosophical groundwork for
understanding societal defense through mutual agreement and civic responsibility.

9. War and Peace in the Global Village by Marshall McLuhan
McLuhan examines how technological advancements transform the nature of society and conflict. He argues
that modern communication technologies create a "global village" where traditional boundaries are
challenged, necessitating new forms of societal defense. The book offers a unique perspective on how society
must adapt its defensive strategies in a rapidly changing world.
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  society must be defended: "Society Must Be Defended" Michel Foucault, 2003-12 Foreword:
François Ewald and Alessandro Fontana Introduction: Arnold I. Davidson One: 7 January 1976 What
is a lecture? -- Subjugated knowledges. -- Historical knowledge of struggles, genealogies, and
scientific discourse. -- Power, or what is at stake in genealogies. -- Juridical and economic
conceptions of power. -- Power as repression and power as war. -- Clausewitz's aphorism inverted.
Two: 14 January 1976 War and power. -- Philosophy and the limits of power. -- Law and royal power.
-- Law, domination, and subjugation. -- Analytics of power: questions of method. -- Theory of
sovereignty. -- Disciplinary power. -- Rule and norm. Three: 21 January 1976 Theory of sovereignty
and operators of domination. -- War as analyzer of power relations. -- The binary structure of society.
-- Historico-political discourse, the discourse of perpetual war. -- The dialectic and its codifications. --
The discourse of race struggle and its transcriptions. Four: 28 January 1976 Historical discourse and
its supporters. -- The counterhistory of race struggle. -- Roman history and biblical history. --
Revolutionary discourse. -- Birth and transformation of racism. -- Race purity and State racism: the
Nazi transformation and the Soviet transformation. Five: 4 February 1976 Answer to a question on
anti-Semitism. -- Hobbes on war and sovereignty. -- The discourse on the Conquest in England:
royalists, parliamentarians, and Levellers. -- The binary schema and political historicism. -- What
Hobbes wanted to eliminate. Six: 11 February 1976 Stories about origins. -- The Trojan myth. --
France's heredity. -- Franco-Gallia.--Invasion, history, and public right. -- National dualism. -- The
knowledge of the prince. -- Boulainvillier's Etat de la France.--The clerk, the intendant, and the
knowledge of the aristocracy. -- A new subject of history. -- History and constitution. Seven: 18
February 1976 Nation and nations. -- The Roman conquest. -- Grandeur and decadence of the
Romans. -- Boulainvilliers on the freedom of the Germans. -- The Soissons vase. -- Origins of
feudalism. -- Church, right, and the language of State. -- Boulainvilliers: three generalizations about
war: law of history and law of nature, the institutions of war, the calculation of forces. -- Remarks on
war. Eight: 25 February 1976: Boulainvilliers and the constitution of a historico-political continuum.
-- Historicism. -- Tragedy and public right. -- The central administration of history. -- The problematic
of the Enlightenment and the genealogy of knowledges. -- The four operations of disciplinary
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knowledge and their effects. -- Philosophy and science. -- Disciplining knowledges. Nine: 3 March
1976 Tactical generalization of historical knowledge. -- Constitution, Revolution, and cyclical history.
-- The savage and the barbarian. -- Three ways of filtering barbarism: tactics of historical discourse.
-- Questions of method: the epistemological field and the antihistoricism of the bourgeoisie. --
Reactivation of historical discourse during the Revolution. -- Feudalism and the gothic novel. Ten: 10
March 1976 The political reworking of the idea of the nation during the Revolution: Sieyes. --
Theoretical implications and effects on historical discourse. -- The new history's grids of
intelligibility: domination and totalization. -- Montlosier and Augustin Thierry. -- Birth of the
dialectic. Eleven: 17 March 1976 From the power of sovereignty to power over life. -- Make live and
let die. -- From man as body to man as species: the birth of biopower. -- Biopower's fields of
application. -- Population. -- Of death, and of the death of Franco in particular. -- Articulations of
discipline and regulation: workers' housing, sexuality, and the norm. -- Biopower and racism. --
Racism: functions and domains. -- Nazism. -- Socialism. Course Summary Situating the Lectures:
Alessandro Fontana and Mauro Bertani Index.
  society must be defended: "Society Must Be Defended" Michel Foucault, 2003-01-02
Foucalt deals with the emergence in the early 17th century of a new understanding of society and its
relation to war.
  society must be defended: Society Must be Defended Michel Foucault, 2004 Foucalt deals
with the emergence in the early 17th century of a new understanding of society and its relation to
war.
  society must be defended: "Society Must Be Defended" Michel Foucault, 2004-03-27 This text
is a full transcript of the lectures given by Michel Foucault at the College de France in 1975-76. The
main theme of the lectures is the contention that war can be used to analyze power relations.
Foucault contends that politics is a continuation of war by other means. Thus, any constitutional
theory of sovereignty and right is an attempt to refute the fact that power relations are based upon a
relationship of conflict, violence and domination.
  society must be defended: The Critical Theory of Axel Honneth Danielle Petherbridge,
2013-09-05 The Critical Theory of Axel Honneth provides a comprehensive study of the work of Axel
Honneth, tracing the theoretical trajectory from his earliest writings on philosophical anthropology
to the development of a theory of recognition. The book argues that Honneth’s early work provides
important insights for the reconstruction of the normative project of critical theory and the
articulation of a conceptual framework for analyzing social relations of power and domination.
Danielle Petherbridge contends, however, that these aims are not fully realized in Honneth’s more
mature project and that central insights recede as his project develops. Petherbridge seeks to
demonstrate that the basis for an alternative theory of intersubjectivity that can account for both an
adequate theory of power and normative forms of subject-formation can be immanently
reconstructed from within Honneth’s own work. By contextualizing Honneth’s project in relation to
its theoretical influences, The Critical Theory of Axel Honneth provides a critical study and excellent
entry point that will be essential reading for both students and scholars who work in the areas of
European philosophy, critical theory, social and political philosophy, or social and political theory.
  society must be defended: Insiders and Outsiders in Seventeenth-Century Philosophy G.A.J.
Rogers, Tom Sorell, Jill Kraye, 2009-10-28 Seventeenth-century philosophy scholars come together
in this volume to address the Insiders--Descartes, Spinoza, Leibniz, Locke, and Hobbes--and
Outsiders--Gassendi, Digby, Gale, Cudworth and Malebranche--of the philosocial canon. Contrasting
the Insiders’ receptions with those of the Outsiders, this collection gives new insight into the history
of philosophy.
  society must be defended: Hannah Arendt and Martin Heidegger Paulina Sosnowska,
2019-07-15 The tragedy of totalitarianism, one of the most important turns in the modern philosophy
and history of the West undergirds the intellectual relationship between Martin Heidegger and
Hannah Arendt. The rise of totalitarianism caused the disruption of traditional metaphysical and
political categories and the necessity of a painstaking forging of new languages for the description



of reality. This book argues that Arendt’s answer to Heidegger’s philosophy, intelligible only within
the wider context of both thinkers’ struggles with the philosophical tradition of the West, also opens
up a new horizon of conceptualizing the relationship between philosophy and education. Paulina
Sosnowska develops Arendt's thesis of the broken thread of tradition and situates it in the wider
context of Heideggerian philosophy and his entanglement with Nazism, and consequently, questions
the traditional relationship between philosophy and education. The final parts of this book return to
the problem of dialogue between philosophy, thinking, and university education in times when the
political and ethical framework is no longer determined by the continuity of tradition, but the
caesura of twentieth-century totalitarianism.
  society must be defended: Race J. Kameron Carter, 2008-09-02 In Race: A Theological
Account, J. Kameron Carter meditates on the multiple legacies implicated in the production of a
racialized world and that still mark how we function in it and think about ourselves. These are the
legacies of colonialism and empire, political theories of the state, anthropological theories of the
human, and philosophy itself, from the eighteenth-century Enlightenment to the present. Carter's
claim is that Christian theology, and the signal transformation it (along with Christianity)
underwent, is at the heart of these legacies. In that transformation, Christian anti-Judaism biologized
itself so as to racialize itself. As a result, and with the legitimation of Christian theology, Christianity
became the cultural property of the West, the religious ground of white supremacy and global
hegemony. In short, Christianity became white. The racial imagination is thus a particular kind of
theological problem. Not content only to describe this problem, Carter constructs a way forward for
Christian theology. Through engagement with figures as disparate in outlook and as varied across
the historical landscape as Immanuel Kant, Frederick Douglass, Jarena Lee, Michel Foucault, Cornel
West, Albert Raboteau, Charles Long, James Cone, Irenaeus of Lyons, Gregory of Nyssa, and
Maximus the Confessor, Carter reorients the whole of Christian theology, bringing it into the
twenty-first century.
  society must be defended: Starve and Immolate Banu Bargu, 2014-09-23 Starve and
Immolate tells the story of leftist political prisoners in Turkey who waged a deadly struggle against
the introduction of high security prisons by forging their lives into weapons. Weaving together
contemporary and critical political theory with political ethnography, Banu Bargu analyzes the death
fast struggle as an exemplary though not exceptional instance of self-destructive practices that are a
consequence of, retort to, and refusal of the increasingly biopolitical forms of sovereign power
deployed around the globe. Bargu chronicles the experiences, rituals, values, beliefs, ideological
self-representations, and contentions of the protestors who fought cellular confinement against the
background of the history of Turkish democracy and the treatment of dissent in a country where
prisons have become sites of political confrontation. A critical response to Michel Foucault's
Discipline and Punish, Starve and Immolate centers on new forms of struggle that arise from the
asymmetric antagonism between the state and its contestants in the contemporary prison. Bargu
ultimately positions the weaponization of life as a bleak, violent, and ambivalent form of insurgent
politics that seeks to wrench the power of life and death away from the modern state on corporeal
grounds and in increasingly theologized forms. Drawing attention to the existential commitment,
sacrificial morality, and militant martyrdom that transforms these struggles into a complex amalgam
of resistance, Bargu explores the global ramifications of human weapons' practices of resistance,
their possibilities and limitations.
  society must be defended: Foucault and Power Marcelo Hoffman, 2013-11-21 Michel
Foucault is one of the most preeminent theorists of power, yet the relationship between his militant
activities and his analysis of power remains unclear. The book explores this relationship to explain
the development of Foucault's thinking about power. Using newly translated and unpublished
materials, it examines what led Foucault to take on the question of power in the early 1970s and
subsequently refine his thinking, working through different models (war and government) and
modalities (disciplinary, biopolitical and governmental). Looking at Foucault's political trajectory,
from his immersion in the prisoner support movement to his engagements with the Iranian



revolution and Solidarity in Poland, the book shows the militant underpinning of his interest in the
question of power and its various shifts and mutations. This thorough account, which includes the
first translation of a report edited by Foucault on prison conditions, will provide students in
contemporary political theory with a better understanding of Foucault's thinking about power and of
the interplay between political activities and theoretical productions.
  society must be defended: Encountering Althusser Katja Diefenbach, Sara R. Farris, Gal
Kirn, Peter Thomas, 2013-01-10 French philosopher Louis Pierre Althusser (1918 -1990) helped
define the politico-theoretical conjuncture of pre- and post-1968. Today, there is a recrudescence of
interest in his thought, especially in light of his later work, published in English as Philosophy of the
Encounter (Verso, 2006). This has led to renewed debates on the reformulation of conflicting notions
of materialism, on the event as both philosophical concept and political construction, and on the
nature of politics and the political. These original essays by leading scholars aim to provide a new
assessment of Althusser's thought, especially in relation to contemporary debates. Organized in four
sections that represent the main currents in Althusser's scholarship, the book discusses materialism
and the different formulations of the relationship between politics and philosophy, Althusser's
interpretations of political thinkers (including Machiavelli, Deleuze and Gramsci), the resources he
provides to critique political economy and politics in post-Marxist thought, and the theorization of
ideology and politics. Encountering Althusser is a groundbreaking resource that highlights
Althusser's continuing relevance to contemporary radical thought.
  society must be defended: Necrogeopolitics Caroline Alphin, François Debrix, 2019-10-08
Necrogeopolitics: On Death and Death-Making in International Relations brings together a diverse
array of critical IR scholars, political theorists, critical security studies researchers, and critical
geographers to provide a series of interventions on the topic of death and death-making in global
politics. Contrary to most existing scholarship, this volume does not place the emphasis on
traditional sources or large-scale configurations of power/force leading to death in IR. Instead, it
details, theorizes, and challenges more mundane, perhaps banal, and often ordinary modalities of
violence perpetrated against human lives and bodies, and often contributing to horrific instances of
death and destruction. Concepts such as slow death, soft killing, superfluous bodies, or
extra/ordinary destruction/disappearance are brought to the fore by prominent voices in these fields
alongside more junior creative thinkers to rethink the politics of life and death in the global polity
away from dominant IR or political theory paradigms about power, force, and violence. The volume
features chapters that offer thought-provoking reconsiderations of key concepts, theories, and
practices about death and death-making along with other chapters that seek to challenge some of
these concepts, theories, or practices in settings that include the Palestinian territories, Brazilian
cities, displaced population flows from the Middle East, sites of immigration policing in North
America, and spaces of welfare politics in Scandinavian states.
  society must be defended: Biopower Vernon W. Cisney, Nicolae Morar, 2015-12-28 Michel
Foucault’s notion of “biopower” has been a highly fertile concept in recent theory, influencing
thinkers worldwide across a variety of disciplines and concerns. In The History of Sexuality: An
Introduction, Foucault famously employed the term to describe “a power bent on generating forces,
making them grow, and ordering them, rather than one dedicated to impeding them, making them
submit, or destroying them.” With this volume, Vernon W. Cisney and Nicolae Morar bring together
leading contemporary scholars to explore the many theoretical possibilities that the concept of
biopower has enabled while at the same time pinpointing their most important shared resonances.
Situating biopower as a radical alternative to traditional conceptions of power—what Foucault called
“sovereign power”—the contributors examine a host of matters centered on life, the body, and the
subject as a living citizen. Altogether, they pay testament to the lasting relevance of biopower in
some of our most important contemporary debates on issues ranging from health care rights to
immigration laws, HIV prevention discourse, genomics medicine, and many other topics.
  society must be defended: The Sonic Episteme Robin James, 2019-12-02 In The Sonic
Episteme Robin James examines how twenty-first-century conceptions of sound as acoustic



resonance shape notions of the social world, personhood, and materiality in ways that support white
supremacist capitalist patriarchy. Drawing on fields ranging from philosophy and sound studies to
black feminist studies and musicology, James shows how what she calls the sonic episteme—a set of
sound-based rules that qualitatively structure social practices in much the same way that
neoliberalism uses statistics—employs a politics of exception to maintain hegemonic neoliberal and
biopolitical projects. Where James sees the normcore averageness of Taylor Swift and Spandau
Ballet as contributing to the sonic episteme's marginalization of nonnormative conceptions of
gender, race, and personhood, the black feminist political ontologies she identifies in Beyoncé's and
Rihanna's music challenge such marginalization. In using sound to theorize political ontology,
subjectivity, and power, James argues for the further articulation of sonic practices that avoid
contributing to the systemic relations of domination that biopolitical neoliberalism creates and
polices.
  society must be defended: Forms of Life Daniel Rueda Garrido, 2023-11-25 Working from the
phenomenological tradition, the author takes the “form of life” as the central ontological unit. We
are our form of life, but as a transcendental-immanent notion. This is not directly equivalent to
culture or society, but to the realisation in the world of an image of the human being shared by a
given community. The question explored is the following: If the form of life is what gives us being,
what role does language play? Topics explored include the concepts of propaganda and ideology.
and how these terms always refer to what others say and do, never to our own actions and
discourses. The central part of the book is devoted to an analysis of language itself, including
propaganda, emotions, dispositions, and racism and racist discourses. The book also analyses
Vladimir Putin’s speeches on the occasion of the Russian war in Ukraine, the elements of their
propaganda, and the justifying elements that are part of their ethical discourse, whereby actions
taken or to be taken are justified as good because they are necessary from their ontological
principle.
  society must be defended: Visibility and Control Jeff Heydon, 2021-06-10 Visibility and
Control: Cameras and Certainty in Governing addresses the ways in which camera-produced images
are used to support governmental authority. The text begins by examining some of the basic levels at
which the body interacts with media, and then expands the scope of the analysis to consider the use
of CCTV in urban environments and how that affects the experience of space. This shows how the
determination of the subject and the observer is affected by interaction with and exposure to images
produced by cameras. The relationship between the body and media, between media and the
determination of space and how media is used to determine the nature of deviance in contemporary
Western culture are evaluated as a means of establishing and maintaining authority through images.
Scholars of media theory, surveillance studies, and the social sciences will find this book particularly
interesting.
  society must be defended: Power and Progress on the Prairie Thomas Biolsi, 2018-05-22 A
critical exploration of how modernity and progress were imposed on the people and land of rural
South Dakota The Rosebud Country, comprising four counties in rural South Dakota, was first
established as the Rosebud Indian Reservation in 1889 to settle the Sicangu Lakota. During the first
two decades of the twentieth century, white homesteaders arrived in the area and became the
majority population. Today, the population of Rosebud Country is nearly evenly divided between
Indians and whites. In Power and Progress on the Prairie, Thomas Biolsi traces how a variety of
governmental actors, including public officials, bureaucrats, and experts in civil society, invented
and applied ideas about modernity and progress to the people and the land. Through a series of case
studies—programs to settle “surplus” Indian lands, to “civilize” the Indians, to “modernize” white
farmers, to find strategic sites for nuclear missile silos, and to extend voting rights to Lakota
people—Biolsi examines how these various “problems” came into focus for government experts and
how remedies were devised and implemented. Drawing on theories of governmentality derived from
Michel Foucault, Biolsi challenges the idea that the problems identified by state agents and the
solutions they implemented were inevitable or rational. Rather, through fine-grained analysis of the



impact of these programs on both the Lakota and white residents, he reveals that their underlying
logic was too often arbitrary and devastating.
  society must be defended: The Politics of Possibility Louise Amoore, 2013-11-13 Since
September 11, 2001, the imagination of low probability, high consequence events has become a
distinctive feature of contemporary politics. Uncertain futures—devastation by terrorist attack,
cyber crime, flood, financial market collapse—must be discerned and responded to as possibilities,
however improbable they may be. In The Politics of Possibility, Louise Amoore examines this
development, tracing its genealogy through the diverse worlds of risk management consulting,
computer science, commercial logistics, and data visualization. She focuses on the increasingly
symbiotic relationship between commercial opportunities and state security threats, a relation that
turns the trusted, iris-scanned traveler into a person of national security interest, and the designer
of risk algorithms for casino and insurance fraud into a homeland security resource. Juxtaposing new
readings of Agamben, Foucault, Derrida, Massumi, and Connolly with interpretations of post–9/11
novels and artworks, Amoore analyzes the politics of possibility and its far-reaching implications for
society, associative life, and political accountability.
  society must be defended: Foucault's Analysis of Modern Governmentality Thomas Lemke,
2019-02-26 Lemke offers the most comprehensive and systematic account of Michel Foucault's work
on power and government from 1970 until his death in 1984. He convincingly argues, using material
that has only partly been translated into English, that Foucault's concern with ethics and forms of
subjectivation is always already integrated into his political concerns and his analytics of power. The
book also shows how the concept of government was taken up in different lines of research in
France before it gave rise to governmentality studies in the Anglophone world. A Critique of Political
Reason: Foucault's Analysis of Modern Governmentality provides a clear and well-structured
exposition that is theoretically challenging but also accessible for a wider audience. Thus, the book
can be read both as an original examination of Foucault's concept of government and as a general
introduction to his genealogy of power.
  society must be defended: The Penitent State Paul Muldoon, 2023-09-06 This book asks a
deceptively simple question: what are states actually doing when they do penance for past
injustices? Why are these penitential gestures - especially the gesture of apology - becoming so
ubiquitous and what implications do they carry for the way power is exercised? Drawing on the work
of Schmitt, Foucault and Agamben, the book argues that there is more at stake in sovereign acts of
repentance and redress than either the recognition of the victims or the legitimacy of the state.
Driven, it suggests, by an interest in 'healing', such acts testify to a new biopolitical raison d'état in
which the management of trauma emerges as a critical expression of attempts to regulate the life of
the population. The Penitent State seeks to show that the key issue created by the 'age of apology' is
not whether sovereign acts of repentance and redress are sincere or insincere, but whether the
political measures licensed in the name of healing deserve to be regarded as either restorative or
just.
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