
sign language meaning n word

sign language meaning n word is a topic that touches on the intersection of
language, culture, and social sensitivity within the Deaf and hearing
communities. Understanding how controversial or offensive terms, such as the
"n word," are represented or avoided in sign language requires a nuanced
exploration of linguistic practices, cultural respect, and communication
ethics. This article examines the origins and implications of the "n word,"
how it is treated in American Sign Language (ASL) and other sign languages,
and the broader social context influencing its use or avoidance.
Additionally, it addresses the importance of respectful communication and the
impact of offensive language in both spoken and signed forms. Readers will
gain a comprehensive understanding of the challenges and considerations
surrounding this sensitive subject. The discussion will flow into a detailed
examination of sign language representation, community perspectives, and
guidelines for appropriate usage.

Understanding the "N Word": Origins and Sensitivity

The Representation of the N Word in Sign Language

Community Perspectives on Using Offensive Language in Sign Language

Ethical Considerations and Guidelines for Sign Language Use

Alternatives and Best Practices for Respectful Communication

Understanding the "N Word": Origins and
Sensitivity
The "n word" is a highly charged racial slur with a long and painful history
in the United States and other English-speaking countries. Originating as a
derogatory term aimed at African Americans, it has been historically used to
demean, dehumanize, and oppress. Its meaning carries significant weight and
evokes strong emotional reactions due to its association with slavery,
segregation, and systemic racism. Over time, there have been attempts within
some African American communities to reclaim or recontextualize the word,
although its use remains controversial and largely considered offensive
outside specific contexts. Understanding the deep cultural and historical
sensitivity surrounding this term is essential for comprehending how it is
approached in various communication forms, including sign language.



Historical Context and Impact
The negative connotations of the "n word" stem from centuries of racial
discrimination and violence. Its use in everyday language perpetuated
stereotypes and reinforced societal inequalities. In contemporary times, the
word's usage is often debated, with many advocating for its complete
avoidance in public discourse due to its harmful implications. This
background shapes how both hearing and Deaf communities handle the term in
communication.

Contemporary Sensitivity
Today, the "n word" remains a symbol of racial tension and respect
boundaries. It is considered hate speech in many contexts, and its use can
result in social and legal consequences. This sensitivity extends to sign
language, where the visual nature of communication requires careful
consideration of how offensive terms are expressed or omitted.

The Representation of the N Word in Sign
Language
Sign languages, such as American Sign Language (ASL), are rich, complex
languages with their own grammar, vocabulary, and cultural norms. When it
comes to representing offensive or sensitive words like the "n word," sign
language users navigate a delicate balance between conveying meaning and
respecting social norms. Unlike spoken language, which utilizes phonetic
sounds, sign language relies on hand shapes, movements, facial expressions,
and body language, making the representation of charged terms uniquely
challenging.

Direct Signs and Their Rarity
There is no widely accepted or standardized sign for the "n word" in ASL or
other major sign languages, largely due to the offensive nature of the term.
Most Deaf individuals and interpreters avoid creating or using a direct sign
to prevent perpetuating harm or offense. Instead, communication about the
word often involves fingerspelling or descriptive phrases.

Fingerspelling and Descriptive Signs
When necessary to reference the "n word," signers frequently use
fingerspelling to spell out the word letter by letter. This method allows
precise communication without condoning or normalizing the term's use.
Alternatively, signers may use phrases like "racial slur" or "offensive word"
accompanied by appropriate facial expressions to convey the meaning without



explicitly signing the term. This approach aligns with the cultural respect
and ethical considerations prevalent in the Deaf community.

Community Perspectives on Using Offensive
Language in Sign Language
The Deaf community, like any linguistic group, has diverse perspectives on
language use, including the handling of offensive or sensitive words.
Cultural values emphasizing respect, inclusion, and empathy heavily influence
attitudes toward the "n word" in sign language. Many community members
advocate for avoiding the term to prevent perpetuating harm and to foster a
welcoming environment for all users.

Deaf Community Norms and Values
Respect for all individuals is a cornerstone of many Deaf communities.
Language is a powerful tool that can either empower or marginalize. As such,
there is a strong inclination to reject language that perpetuates racism or
discrimination. This collective ethos shapes how controversial terms are
approached in signed communication.

Interpreters and Ethical Responsibilities
Sign language interpreters play a critical role in mediating communication
between Deaf and hearing individuals. When encountering the "n word" in
spoken language, interpreters must balance accuracy with ethical
considerations. Many follow professional codes of conduct that recommend
either omitting the term, substituting it with less offensive language, or
using fingerspelling cautiously, depending on context and audience.

Ethical Considerations and Guidelines for Sign
Language Use
Ethics in language use are paramount, especially when dealing with
expressions that can cause offense or perpetuate social harm. For sign
language users and interpreters, there are established guidelines to manage
the use of offensive terms like the "n word." These guidelines prioritize
respect, clarity, and cultural sensitivity.

Professional Codes of Conduct
Organizations such as the Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf (RID) provide
ethical standards that emphasize the interpreter’s responsibility to avoid



language that is discriminatory or hateful. When translating or interpreting,
the goal is to convey the original message accurately without endorsing
offensive language unnecessarily.

Contextual Use and Audience Awareness
The decision to use or avoid the "n word" in sign language depends heavily on
the context, the audience, and the purpose of communication. In educational
settings, for example, the term might be presented with historical
explanation and social caution. In casual or public conversations, it is
generally avoided to maintain respect and prevent misunderstanding.

Alternatives and Best Practices for Respectful
Communication
Effective communication in sign language requires sensitivity and awareness,
especially concerning words with significant social impact like the "n word."
Employing alternatives and best practices ensures that communication remains
respectful and inclusive.

Using Neutral Descriptions
Instead of signing the offensive term, signers can use neutral descriptive
phrases such as:

"That racial slur"

"The offensive word starting with N"

"A hateful term"

"A derogatory expression"

These alternatives maintain the message's intent while avoiding direct use of
the problematic term.

Fingerspelling with Caution
When fingerspelling is necessary, it should be done with an awareness of the
audience and potential impact. Using facial expressions to indicate
discomfort or disapproval can help contextualize the sign and prevent
misinterpretation.



Educational Contexts and Dialogue
In academic or training environments, the "n word" may be addressed
explicitly to educate about its history and impact. In such cases, sign
language users should be guided by educators or interpreters to ensure the
conversation remains respectful and informative.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the 'N word' mean in sign language?
There is no specific sign in formal sign language that represents the 'N
word' due to its offensive and derogatory nature. Sign languages typically
avoid signs for racial slurs to promote respectful communication.

Is the 'N word' ever signed in American Sign
Language (ASL)?
The 'N word' is generally not signed in American Sign Language because it is
considered highly offensive. Instead, people may fingerspell the word if it
is necessary to reference it, but this is done with caution and awareness of
context.

How do sign language users address racist language
like the 'N word'?
Sign language users often address racist language by fingerspelling the word
or by using descriptive phrases to discuss the term without signing it
explicitly, as many sign language communities avoid creating signs for
offensive words.

Are there any controversies around signing the 'N
word' in sign language communities?
Yes, there are controversies because the 'N word' is a racial slur with a
painful history. Many in the Deaf community advocate against creating or
using signs for such offensive terms to maintain respect and inclusivity.

Can the 'N word' be fingerspelled in sign language?
Yes, fingerspelling is used to spell out words that do not have a specific
sign, including potentially offensive words like the 'N word'. However, this
is typically done cautiously and contextually to avoid causing harm or
offense.



Why is there no official sign for the 'N word' in
sign language?
There is no official sign for the 'N word' because sign language communities
strive to promote respectful and inclusive communication, avoiding the
creation or use of signs for offensive or derogatory terms.

How should educators address the 'N word' in sign
language classes?
Educators should approach the topic with sensitivity, explaining the
historical and social context of the 'N word,' and emphasize that it is
offensive and inappropriate to use. They should also clarify that there is no
sign for the word and focus on respectful communication practices.

Is it acceptable to use the 'N word' in sign
language for artistic or educational purposes?
Using the 'N word' in sign language, even for artistic or educational
reasons, is controversial and should be done with great care, clear intent,
and respect for those who may be affected. Many advise against signing the
word directly and instead recommend discussing it verbally or through
fingerspelling if necessary.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding Sign Language: The Cultural Significance of the N-Word
This book explores the intersection of sign language and cultural
expressions, focusing on how the N-word is represented and interpreted within
various signing communities. It delves into the historical context and the
impact of this word on identity and communication. The author provides
insights into the social nuances and challenges faced by signers when
addressing racially sensitive language.

2. Sign Language and Racial Identity: Navigating the N-Word in Deaf Culture
This title examines the complexities of racial identity in the Deaf
community, particularly how the N-word is signed and understood. It discusses
the balance between reclaiming language and avoiding offense, highlighting
personal stories and community perspectives. The book also addresses
educational approaches to teaching about racially charged language in sign
language.

3. The Linguistics of Sign Language: Analyzing Controversial Terms Like the
N-Word
Focusing on the linguistic aspects, this book analyzes how controversial
terms, including the N-word, are constructed and used in sign languages. It
provides a detailed look at handshapes, movements, and facial expressions
that convey meaning and emotion. The author also discusses the implications



of using such language in different social contexts.

4. Sign Language, Slurs, and Social Change: The N-Word in Contemporary
Discourse
This book addresses the evolving use of slurs in sign language, with a
particular focus on the N-word. It investigates how Deaf communities respond
to social change and debates surrounding offensive language. Through
interviews and case studies, the book highlights efforts to foster respectful
communication while acknowledging historical trauma.

5. Deaf Voices and Racial Slurs: A Study of the N-Word in American Sign
Language
Offering an in-depth study, this book focuses on how the N-word is expressed
and perceived in American Sign Language (ASL). It explores the cultural and
emotional weight carried by the sign and its variations. The author also
considers the role of media and popular culture in shaping attitudes toward
racial language in ASL.

6. Teaching Sensitive Language in Sign Language Classes: Addressing the N-
Word
Designed for educators, this book provides guidance on how to approach the
topic of the N-word in sign language instruction. It includes strategies for
fostering open dialogue, understanding historical context, and promoting
cultural sensitivity. The book also offers lesson plans and resources for
discussing racially sensitive language respectfully.

7. Sign Language and Power: The Politics of the N-Word in Deaf Communities
This title explores the political dimensions of using the N-word within Deaf
communities, examining issues of power, privilege, and resistance. It
highlights how the word's sign variations can reflect different social
attitudes and tensions. The book sheds light on ongoing debates about
language ownership and freedom of expression.

8. Cross-Cultural Perspectives on the N-Word in Sign Language
This comparative study looks at how the N-word and similar racial slurs are
signed and interpreted across different sign languages worldwide. It
considers cultural differences and the impact of globalization on language
use. The author emphasizes the importance of cultural awareness and respect
in cross-cultural communication.

9. The History and Evolution of the N-Word in Sign Language
Tracing the historical development, this book examines how the N-word has
been incorporated, modified, or rejected in various sign language communities
over time. It discusses the social and linguistic factors that have
influenced its usage. The book provides a comprehensive overview of the
changing attitudes toward this word in the context of sign language.
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  sign language meaning n word: Grammar, Gesture, and Meaning in American Sign
Language Scott K. Liddell, 2003-03-13 In sign languages of the deaf some signs can meaningfully
point toward things or can be meaningfully placed in the space ahead of the signer. This obligatory
part of fluent grammatical signing has no parallel in vocally produced languages. This book focuses
on American Sign Language to examine the grammatical and conceptual purposes served by these
directional signs. It guides the reader through ASL grammar, the different categories of directional
signs, the types of spatial representations signs are directed toward, how such spatial conceptions
can be represented in mental space theory, and the conceptual purposes served by these signs. The
book demonstrates a remarkable integration of grammar and gesture in the service of constructing
meaning. These results also suggest that our concept of 'language' has been much too narrow and
that a more comprehensive look at vocally produced languages will reveal the same integration of
gestural, gradient, and symbolic elements.
  sign language meaning n word: The Routledge Handbook of Theoretical and
Experimental Sign Language Research Josep Quer, Roland Pfau, Annika Herrmann, 2021-03-11
The Routledge Handbook of Theoretical and Experimental Sign Language Research bridges the
divide between theoretical and experimental approaches to provide an up-to-date survey of key
topics in sign language research. With 29 chapters written by leading and emerging scholars from
around the world, this Handbook covers the following key areas: On the theoretical side, all crucial
aspects of sign language grammar studied within formal frameworks such as Generative Grammar
On the experimental side, theoretical accounts are supplemented by experimental evidence gained
in psycho- and neurolinguistic studies On the descriptive side, the main phenomena addressed in the
reviewed scholarship are summarized in a way that is accessible to readers without previous
knowledge of sign languages Each chapter features an introduction, an overview of existing
research, and a critical assessment of hypotheses and findings. The Routledge Handbook of
Theoretical and Experimental Sign Language Research is key reading for all advanced students and
researchers working at the intersection of sign language research, linguistics, psycholinguistics, and
neurolinguistics. Chapters 5, 18 and 19 of this book are freely available as a downloadable Open
Access PDF at http://www.taylorfrancis.com under a Creative Commons [Attribution-Non
Commercial-No Derivatives (CC-BY-NC-ND)] 4.0 license.
  sign language meaning n word: Random House Webster's American Sign Language
Dictionary Elaine Costello, 2008 Provides illustrated instructions for thousands of vocabulary words
in American Sign Language.
  sign language meaning n word: Signs, Language, and Culture: The Semograms of the
Pyramid Texts between Iconicity and Referential Reality Josep Cervelló Autuori, Marc
Orriols-Llonch, 2025-04-17 The signs of Egyptian hieroglyphic writing are pictograms, i.e. images
that represent beings and objects of reality. The main characteristic of pictograms is their iconicity.
An icon conveys meaning through the image, which distinctly refers to a real referent by depicting
several of its defining features. This volume focuses on semograms, which are lexical or semantic
pictograms, meaning the image itself participates directly in the encoding of the linguistic message.
The Pyramid Texts of the late 3rd millennium BCE constitute the oldest corpus of funerary texts in
Egyptian and human history. Their semograms iconically reflect cultural realities of Old Kingdom
Egypt and perhaps earlier. The studies you will find in this book are devoted to the dialectics
between text, sign, iconicity, and referential reality.
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  sign language meaning n word: Sign Languages Joseph C. Hill, Diane C. Lillo-Martin,
Sandra K. Wood, 2025-04-30 Sign Languages: Structures and Contexts provides a succinct summary
of major findings in the linguistic study of natural sign languages. Focusing on American Sign
Language (ASL), this book offers a comprehensive introduction to the basic grammatical
components of phonology, morphology, and syntax with examples and illustrations. Revised
throughout, this new edition: demonstrates how sign languages are acquired by Deaf children with
varying degrees of input during early development, including no input where children create a
language of their own discusses the contexts of sign languages, including how different varieties are
formed and used, attitudes toward sign languages, and how language planning affects language use
includes a new chapter on the similarities between signed and spoken languages offers additional
visuals and explanations as well as more coverage of signed languages other than ASL is
accompanied by updated online support material, which hosts links to video clips This engaging and
accessible introduction to sign languages is essential reading for students studying this topic for the
first time with little or no background in linguistics.
  sign language meaning n word: The Behavior of Social Justice Natalie Parks, Francesca
Barbieri, Ryan Sain, Shawn Thomas Capell, Beverly Kirby, 2024-10-01 This seminal work utilizes the
principles of applied behavior analysis (ABA) to understand people’s actions. It provides a
framework for the study of social injustices that moves beyond just condemning others for their
oppressive behaviors, outlining solutions that help work towards a more socially just society. Divided
across three main sections, the book outlines the basic principles of applied behavior analysis,
considers key tenets of social justice work, and examines how social justice work can be carried out
on an individual and a wider institutional level. The first section focuses on the principles of behavior
and how it expounds on the causes, reasons, and purposes behind one’s actions. The subsequent
sections pay particular attention to how prejudice, stereotypes, and bias play out in society, and how
prejudices and biases make us more likely to participate in social injustices. The third section
provides a behavioral description of various -isms and discusses the difference between -isms and
individual behaviors, before exploring common -isms. The book concludes with an analysis of the
reasons behind their persistence, followed by solutions that can be embraced by people. Packed with
case studies and reflective questions, The Behavior of Social Justice is an essential reading for
students and scholars of behavioral sciences, psychology, sociology and education, as well as
academics and researchers interested in the study of social justice.
  sign language meaning n word: Sign Language Jim G. Kyle, James Kyle, Bencie Woll,
1988-02-26 The discovery of the importance of sign language in the deaf community is very recent
indeed. This book provides a study of the communication and culture of deaf people, and particularly
of the deaf community in Britain. The authors' principal aim is to inform educators, psychologists,
linguists and professionals working with deaf people about the rich language the deaf have
developed for themselves - a language of movement and space, of the hands and of the eyes, of
abstract communication as well as iconic story telling. The first chapters of the book discuss the
history of sign language use, its social aspects and the issues surrounding the language acquisition
of deaf children (BSL) follows, and the authors also consider how the signs come into existence,
change over time and alter their meanings, and how BSL compares and contrasts with spoken
languages and other signed languages. Subsequent chapters examine sign language learning from a
psychological perspective and other cognitive issues. The book concludes with a consideration of the
applications of sign language research, particularly in the contentious field of education. There is
still much to be discovered about sign language and the deaf community, but the authors have
succeeded in providing an extensive framework on which other researchers can build, from which
professionals can develop a coherent practice for their work with deaf people, and from which
hearing parents of deaf children can draw the confidence to understand their children's world.
  sign language meaning n word: American Sign Language Charlotte Lee Baker-Shenk,
Dennis Cokely, 1991 The videocassettes illustrate dialogues for the text it accompanies, and also
provides ASL stories, poems and dramatic prose for classroom use. Each dialogue is presented three



times to allow the student to converse with each signer. Also demonstrates the grammar and
structure of sign language. The teacher's text on grammar and culture focuses on the use of three
basic types of sentences, four verb inflections, locative relationships and pronouns, etc. by using
sign language. The teacher's text on curriculum and methods gives guidelines on teaching American
Sign Language and Structured activities for classroom use.
  sign language meaning n word: Sign Language and Linguistic Universals Wendy Sandler,
Diane Carolyn Lillo-Martin, 2006-02-02 Sign languages are of great interest to linguists, because
while they are the product of the same brain, their physical transmission differs greatly from that of
spoken languages. In this pioneering and original study, Wendy Sandler and Diane Lillo-Martin
compare sign languages with spoken languages, in order to seek the universal properties they share.
Drawing on general linguistic theory, they describe and analyze sign language structure, showing
linguistic universals in the phonology, morphology, and syntax of sign language, while also revealing
non-universal aspects of its structure that must be attributed to its physical transmission system. No
prior background in sign language linguistics is assumed, and numerous pictures are provided to
make descriptions of signs and facial expressions accessible to readers. Engaging and informative,
Sign Language and Linguistic Universals will be invaluable to linguists, psychologists, and all those
interested in sign languages, linguistic theory and the universal properties of human languages.
  sign language meaning n word: The Hebrew Signs language of Adam Volume II -The
Secret Ancient light of the Hebrew Master Key letters Moti Kanyavski (Kanyavsky), 2022-03-14
Volume II – Book Two: The Secret Ancient light of the Hebrew Master Key letters The letters: Vav,
Alif, Gimel, Dalet, Lamed, Yod, Mem The origin of the ancient Hebrew letters, words and the roots of
ancient scripture, the roots of modern culture and language How did ancient prehistoric symbols
become letters, language and Hebrew letters which evolved into other languages? How were the
German language, Indo-European, and other languages influenced by the ancient Hebrew language
and “borrowed” their word roots from it? What is the oldest language? What do the words mean?
Discoveries shed light on the beginnings of the ancient language. The building blocks of the Hebrew
language and other later related languages. What they are made of? How they were created? and
how they are used and why? The meaning of the ancient Hebrew symbols, from the beginning of
human culture to the end of the ice age and the beginning of the agricultural revolution. We speak in
words that come from symbols. Each symbol in the Hebrew language has an ancient meaning. There
are no coincidences in the roots of the words. If your language interests you, and you want to
understand the meaning of the words, spelling, and symbols you speak, this book is for you! This
book is dedicated and intended for all Hebrew people scattered around the world, among the
nations, wherever they are. A must-read book for any Hebrew, German, and English speaker! A
revolution in language research! Thehebrewman57.wordpress.com/
www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100074883584623
www.youtube.com/channel/UCOT-4e_zEs2Rz6QaUIu082w
  sign language meaning n word: Sign Language Research Sixty Years Later: Current and
Future Perspectives Valentina Cuccio, Erin Wilkinson, Brigitte Garcia, Adam Schembri, Erin
Moriarty, Sabina Fontana, 2022-11-14
  sign language meaning n word: Nominal Modification in Italian Sign Language Lara
Mantovan, 2017-05-08 Since the recent creation of a large-scale corpus of Italian Sign Language
(LIS), a new research branch has been established to study the sociolinguistic variation
characterizing this language in various linguistic domains. However, for nominal modification, the
role of language-internal variation remains uncertain. This volume represents the first attempt to
investigate sign order variability in this domain, examining what shapes the syntactic structure of
LIS nominal expressions. In particular, three empirical studies are presented and discussed: the first
two are corpus studies investigating the distribution and duration of nominal modifiers, while the
third deals with the syntactic behavior of cardinal numerals, an unexplored area. In this enterprise,
three different theoretical dimensions of inquiry are innovatively combined: linguistic typology,
generative linguistics, and sociolinguistics. The research setup involves both quantitative and



qualitative data. This mixed approach starts from corpus data to present the phenomenon, examine
linguistic facts on a large scale, and draw questions from these, and then looks at elicited and
judgment-based data to provide valid insights and refine the analysis. Crucially, the combination of
different methods contributes to a better understanding of the mechanisms driving nominal
modification in LIS and its internal variation.
  sign language meaning n word: SignGram Blueprint Josep Quer, Carlo Cecchetto, Caterina
Donati, Carlo Geraci, Meltem Kelepir, Roland Pfau, Markus Steinbach, 2017-11-20 We gratefully
acknowledge the financial support of COST (European Cooperation in Science and Technology),
funded by the Horizon 2020 Framework Programme of the European Union. Current grammatical
knowledge about particular sign languages is fragmentary and of varying reliability, and it appears
scattered in scientific publications where the description is often intertwined with the analysis. In
general, comprehensive grammars are a rarity. The SignGram Blueprint is an innovative tool for the
grammar writer: a full-fledged guide to describing all components of the grammars of sign
languages in a thorough and systematic way, and with the highest scientific standards. The work
builds on the existing knowledge in Descriptive Linguistics, but also on the insights from Theoretical
Linguistics. It consists of two main parts running in parallel: the Checklist with all the grammatical
features and phenomena the grammar writer can address, and the accompanying Manual with the
relevant background information (definitions, methodological caveats, representative examples,
tests, pointers to elicitation materials and bibliographical references). The areas covered are
Phonology, Morphology, Lexicon, Syntax and Meaning. The Manual is endowed with hyperlinks that
connect information across the work and with a pop-up glossary. The SignGram Blueprint will be a
landmark for the description of sign language grammars in terms of quality and quantity.
  sign language meaning n word: American Sign Language Syntax Scott K. Liddell,
2021-03-22 No detailed description available for American Sign Language Syntax.
  sign language meaning n word: Linguistics of American Sign Language Clayton Valli, Ceil
Lucas, 2000 New 4th Edition completely revised and updated with new DVD now available; ISBN
1-56368-283-4.
  sign language meaning n word: The Linguistics of British Sign Language Rachel
Sutton-Spence, Bencie Woll, 1999-03-18 This is the first detailed explanation of the way British Sign
Language works and is the product of many years' experience of research and teaching sign
linguistics to deaf and hearing people. It assumes no previous knowledge of linguistics or sign
language, and is not structured around traditional headings such as phonology, morphology and
syntax. Instead it is set out in such a way as to help learners and their teachers understand the
linguistic principles behind the language. There are sections on BSL grammar and also on the use of
BSL, including social acceptability in signing, variation, and poetry and humour in BSL. Technical
terms and linguistic jargon are kept to a minimum, and the text contains many examples from
English, BSL, and other spoken and sign languages. The book is amply illustrated and contains
exercises, as well as a reading list for further study. An accompanying 90-minute DVD is available
from Talk With Sign Books. To find out more, visit
http://www.talkwithsign.com/linguistics-british-sign-language-p-741.html.
  sign language meaning n word: Sign Language Phonology Diane Brentari, 2019-11-21
Surveys key findings and ideas in sign language phonology, exploring the crucial areas in phonology
to which sign language studies has contributed.
  sign language meaning n word: Analysing Sign Language Poetry R. Sutton-Spence,
2004-11-12 This new study is a major contribution to sign language study and to literature generally,
looking at the complex grammatical, phonological and morphological systems of sign language
linguistic structure and their role in sign language poetry and performance. Chapters deal with
repetition and rhyme, symmetry and balance, neologisms, ambiguity, themes, metaphor and allusion,
poem and performance, and blending English and sign language poetry. Major poetic performances
in both BSL and ASL - with emphasis on the work of the deaf poet Dorothy Miles - are analysed using
the tools provided in the book.



  sign language meaning n word: Computational Approaches to Assistive Technologies
for People with Disabilities N.J. Cercone, K. Naruedomkul, 2013-07-16 Assistive technologies
have become increasingly important for people with disabilities in recent years. This book is the
result of over a decade of research into computational approaches to assistive technology. Its
chapters are based on a number of graduate theses, successfully completed over the past dozen or
so years under the supervision of Kanlaya Naruedomkul of Mahidol University in Bangkok, Thailand
and Nick Cercone of York University, Toronto, Canada. Some applications in the chapters use Thai
language examples, but the techniques employed are not restricted to any single language. Each
chapter is based on the Ph.D. work of a former or current student, suitably updated and presented
for interested readers. The book is divided into four sections. Following an introduction, which
includes a review of assistive technology products, part two covers applications, and includes
chapters on alternative sign text MT for language learning, lexical simplification using word sense
disambiguation and detecting and rating dementia through lexical analysis of spontaneous speech.
Part three deals with theories and systems, and includes: granules for learning behavior, rough sets
methods and applications for medical data and multimedia support systems as assistive technology
for hearing impaired students. Part four presents a conclusion which includes a look into the future.
Although this book is not a comprehensive treatise on assistive technology, it nevertheless provides
a fascinating look at recent research, and will be of interest to all those whose work involves the
application of assistive technologies for people with disabilities.
  sign language meaning n word: Sign Language in Indo-Pakistan Ulrike Zeshan,
2000-08-15 To find a suitable framework for the description of a previously undocumented language
is all the more challenging in the case of a signed language. In this book, for the first time, an
indigenous Asian sign language used in deaf communities in India and Pakistan is described on all
linguistically relevant levels. This grammatical sketch aims at providing a concise yet comprehensive
picture of the language. It covers a substantial part of Indopakistani Sign Language grammar.
Topics discussed range from properties of individual signs to principles of discourse organization.
Important aspects of morphological structure and syntactic regularities are summarized. Finally,
sign language specific grammatical mechanisms such as spatially realized syntax and the use of
facial expressions also figure prominently in this book. A 300-word dictionary with graphic
representations of signs and a transcribed sample text complement the grammatical description. The
cross-linguistic study of signed languages is only just beginning. Descriptive materials such as the
ones presented in this book provide the necessary starting point for further empirical and theoretical
research in this direction.
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