sociology of knowledge

sociology of knowledge is a critical field within sociology that examines the relationship
between human thought and the social context in which it arises. It explores how
knowledge is constructed, distributed, and maintained within societies, emphasizing the
influence of social structures, cultural norms, and power dynamics on what is accepted as
truth or valid information. This discipline investigates the social processes that shape
scientific knowledge, beliefs, ideologies, and collective understandings. By analyzing the
social origins of knowledge, scholars in this field reveal how knowledge systems are not
merely reflections of objective reality but are deeply embedded in social interactions and
historical circumstances. The sociology of knowledge also addresses the role of institutions,
such as education, media, and religion, in shaping societal knowledge frameworks. This
article will provide a comprehensive overview of the sociology of knowledge, discussing its
historical development, key theoretical perspectives, methodological approaches, and
practical applications across various fields.
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Historical Development of the Sociology of
Knowledge

The sociology of knowledge emerged as a distinct area of sociological inquiry in the early
20th century, with its roots tracing back to classical sociologists who recognized the social
dimensions of knowledge. Early thinkers such as Karl Marx, Max Weber, and Emile
Durkheim laid foundational ideas linking societal structures and collective consciousness to
human understanding. However, the formal development of the sociology of knowledge is
often attributed to the work of Karl Mannheim, whose seminal writings in the 1920s and
1930s articulated the concept of "ideology" and "utopia" as socially determined knowledge
forms.

Karl Mannheim and the Concept of Ideology

Karl Mannheim’s contributions significantly shaped the sociology of knowledge by
proposing that knowledge is socially situated and that ideological perspectives arise from
social groups’ interests and positions. Mannheim argued that all knowledge claims are
influenced by the social context of their production, making them relative rather than
absolute. His approach emphasized the importance of understanding how different social
groups interpret reality in distinct ways, reflecting their unique social experiences.



Expansion Through the Frankfurt School

The Frankfurt School further expanded the sociology of knowledge by integrating critical
theory, focusing on how knowledge is used to maintain power relations and social control.
Thinkers such as Theodor Adorno and Max Horkheimer analyzed the role of culture, media,
and ideology in shaping consciousness and perpetuating dominant social orders. Their work
highlighted the critical dimension of the sociology of knowledge in questioning the
neutrality of knowledge production.

Theoretical Perspectives in the Sociology of
Knowledge

The sociology of knowledge encompasses several theoretical frameworks that explain how
knowledge is socially constructed and maintained. These perspectives provide diverse
insights into the processes that influence knowledge production and dissemination at both
micro and macro social levels.

Social Constructionism

Social constructionism posits that knowledge and reality are not objective entities but are
constructed through social interactions and shared meanings. This perspective emphasizes
the role of language, communication, and social practices in shaping what is accepted as
knowledge. It challenges the idea of an objective, fixed reality by demonstrating how
knowledge varies across cultures and historical periods.

Strong Program in the Sociology of Knowledge

The Strong Program, developed by David Bloor and others in the 1970s, advocates for a
symmetrical analysis of both true and false beliefs by treating all knowledge claims as
equally worthy of sociological investigation. This approach insists that social factors, such
as power relations and social interests, influence all knowledge, regardless of its truth
value, thereby avoiding bias toward scientific knowledge as inherently superior.

Actor-Network Theory (ANT)

Actor-Network Theory, pioneered by Bruno Latour and Michel Callon, offers a relational
approach to understanding knowledge production. ANT argues that knowledge arises from
networks of human and non-human actors, including technologies, institutions, and
artifacts. This theory highlights the dynamic and negotiated nature of knowledge creation,
emphasizing the agency of diverse entities within sociotechnical assemblages.



Methodological Approaches to Studying
Knowledge

Research in the sociology of knowledge employs a variety of methodological tools to
analyze how knowledge is produced, circulated, and institutionalized. These methodologies
range from qualitative to quantitative approaches, each providing unique insights into the
social dynamics of knowledge.

Ethnographic Studies

Ethnography involves in-depth observation and participation within social groups to
understand the everyday processes through which knowledge is constructed and shared.
This method reveals the contextual and embodied dimensions of knowledge, capturing how
social actors negotiate meanings in real-time interactions.

Discourse Analysis

Discourse analysis examines language use in texts and conversations to uncover the power
relations and ideological assumptions embedded within knowledge claims. This approach is
particularly useful for analyzing media, political rhetoric, and scientific communication,
highlighting how discourse shapes public understanding and social norms.

Historical Analysis

Historical methods trace the evolution of knowledge systems over time, investigating how
social, political, and economic changes influence the development and transformation of
knowledge. This approach situates knowledge within broader historical contexts, revealing
patterns of continuity and change.

Quantitative Surveys and Social Network Analysis

Quantitative techniques such as surveys and social network analysis provide empirical data
on the distribution and flow of knowledge within populations. These methods help identify
key actors, institutions, and communication channels that facilitate knowledge
dissemination and social influence.

Applications and Implications of the Sociology of
Knowledge

The sociology of knowledge has profound implications across multiple disciplines and
practical domains. Understanding the social foundations of knowledge informs fields such
as science and technology studies, education, media analysis, and policy-making.



Science and Technology Studies (STS)

In STS, the sociology of knowledge is applied to analyze how scientific facts and
technological innovations emerge from complex social processes. This perspective
challenges the notion of scientific objectivity by revealing the contingent and negotiated
nature of scientific knowledge production.

Education and Curriculum Development

The sociology of knowledge influences educational theory by emphasizing the role of social
context in shaping curricula and knowledge transmission. It raises critical questions about
whose knowledge is valued and how educational systems reproduce or challenge social
inequalities.

Media and Communication

Media studies utilize insights from the sociology of knowledge to explore how information is
framed, disseminated, and consumed in society. This includes analyzing the construction of
news, the spread of misinformation, and the impact of digital technologies on public
knowledge.

Policy and Governance

Policymakers benefit from understanding the sociology of knowledge by recognizing that
policy decisions are grounded in socially constructed knowledge frameworks. This
awareness can lead to more reflective and inclusive policy processes that consider diverse
perspectives and knowledge forms.

e Recognition of knowledge as socially constructed and context-dependent
e Understanding the influence of social power on knowledge production
e Application in diverse fields such as science, education, media, and policy

e Methodological diversity encompassing ethnography, discourse analysis, and
quantitative research

e Critical examination of ideology, discourse, and institutional roles in shaping
knowledge

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the sociology of knowledge?

The sociology of knowledge is the study of the relationship between human thought and the
social context within which it arises, examining how knowledge is influenced by social
factors such as culture, politics, and history.

Who are the key figures in the sociology of knowledge?

Key figures include Karl Mannheim, who is considered a founder, along with others like Max
Scheler, Peter Berger, and Thomas Luckmann, who contributed significantly to the
development of the field.

How does the sociology of knowledge differ from
epistemology?

While epistemology focuses on the nature, origin, and limits of knowledge itself, the
sociology of knowledge studies how knowledge is socially constructed and the influence of
social contexts on what is accepted as knowledge.

What is Karl Mannheim's contribution to the sociology
of knowledge?

Karl Mannheim introduced the concept of 'ideology and utopia' and emphasized that
knowledge is socially conditioned and that different social groups produce different
worldviews, highlighting the relativity of knowledge.

How does the sociology of knowledge explain the
formation of scientific knowledge?

It suggests that scientific knowledge is not purely objective but is shaped by social factors
such as institutional practices, power relations, and cultural norms within the scientific
community.

What role does power play in the sociology of
knowledge?

Power influences which knowledge is accepted, disseminated, or marginalized, as dominant
groups often control the production and validation of knowledge in society.

How is the sociology of knowledge relevant to
understanding misinformation?

By analyzing the social contexts and structures that produce and spread knowledge, the
sociology of knowledge helps explain how misinformation can arise and be perpetuated
within certain social groups or media environments.



What is the relationship between language and
knowledge in the sociology of knowledge?

Language is seen as a medium through which knowledge is constructed and
communicated, shaping and reflecting social realities and influencing how knowledge is
perceived and categorized.

How does the sociology of knowledge approach cultural
differences in knowledge systems?

It recognizes that different cultures have distinct knowledge systems shaped by their
unique histories, values, and social structures, challenging the idea of universal or absolute
knowledge.

What is social constructivism in the context of the
sociology of knowledge?

Social constructivism is the theory that knowledge is created through social processes and
interactions, emphasizing that what we know is constructed rather than discovered
independently of social influences.

Additional Resources

1. The Sociology of Knowledge by Karl Mannheim

This foundational text explores how knowledge is socially constructed and influenced by
historical and social contexts. Mannheim argues that ideas and beliefs cannot be
understood outside the social groups that produce them. The book introduces the concept
of "relationism," emphasizing the relationship between knowledge and the social world.

2. Knowledge and Social Imagery by David Bloor

Bloor presents the Strong Programme in the sociology of knowledge, advocating that all
knowledge claims, true or false, should be analyzed sociologically. He challenges the
distinction between rational and non-rational beliefs and focuses on how social factors
shape knowledge. This work is influential in Science and Technology Studies (STS).

3. Science in Action: How to Follow Scientists and Engineers through Society by Bruno
Latour

Latour examines the production of scientific knowledge from a sociological perspective,
showing that scientific facts are constructed through social processes. He uses
ethnographic methods to trace how scientists and engineers negotiate, persuade, and build
networks. The book is key to understanding the sociology of scientific knowledge.

4. The Social Construction of Reality by Peter L. Berger and Thomas Luckmann

This classic work argues that reality is socially constructed through everyday interactions
and shared understandings. Berger and Luckmann explore how knowledge is
institutionalized and maintained in society. Their concept of "social construction" has
profoundly influenced sociology, anthropology, and related fields.



5. Knowledge in a Social World by Alvin I. Goldman

Goldman bridges philosophy and sociology by examining how social processes influence
knowledge acquisition and justification. He discusses testimonial knowledge, social
epistemology, and the impact of social networks on what we accept as true. The book offers
a comprehensive view of knowledge as a social phenomenon.

6. Trust in Numbers: The Pursuit of Objectivity in Science and Public Life by Theodore M.
Porter

Porter explores how quantitative methods and statistics have been used to establish
objectivity in science and society. He shows the social origins and consequences of relying
on numbers to produce credible knowledge. The book highlights the interplay between
trust, measurement, and authority.

7. How Real Is Race? A Philosophical Introduction by Michael O. Hardimon

Hardimon investigates the social reality of race and its implications for knowledge and
identity. He distinguishes between different concepts of race and discusses how social
knowledge about race is constructed and maintained. The book is important for
understanding the sociology of knowledge in the context of race and ethnicity.

8. Epistemologies of the South: Justice Against Epistemicide by Boaventura de Sousa Santos
Santos critiques dominant Western knowledge systems and advocates for recognizing
diverse epistemologies from the Global South. He discusses how power dynamics shape
what is considered valid knowledge and calls for epistemic justice. The book expands the
sociology of knowledge to include postcolonial perspectives.

9. The Knowledge Illusion: Why We Never Think Alone by Steven Sloman and Philip
Fernbach

This book explores how individual knowledge is limited and how people rely on collective
knowledge within their social groups. Sloman and Fernbach argue that understanding is
distributed across communities, highlighting the social nature of cognition. The work sheds
light on the social foundations of knowledge and learning.
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sociology of knowledge: The Social Construction of Reality Peter L. Berger, Thomas
Luckmann, 1967-07-11 Called the fifth-most important sociological book of the 20th century by the
International Sociological Association, this groundbreaking study of knowledge introduces the
concept of social construction into the social sciences for the first time. In it, Berger and Luckmann
reformulate the task of the sociological subdicipline that, since Max Scheler, has been known as the
sociology of knowledge.

sociology of knowledge: The Sociology of Knowledge Werner Stark, 1998 First Published in
1998. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
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sociology of knowledge: Towards the Sociology of Knowledge (RLE Social Theory) Gunter

Werner Remmling, 2022-03-23 The sociology of knowledge is an area of social scientific
investigation with major emphasis on the relations between social life and intellectual activity. It is
now an area central to most graduate and undergraduate courses in sociology. The present
collection of readings explains the origins, systematic development, present state and possible
future direction of the discipline. The major statements in the field were developed early in the
twentieth century by Durkheim, Scheler and Mannheim, but the sociology of knowledge continues to
engage the theoretical and empirical interests of contemporary sociologists who desire to penetrate
the surface level of social existence. This book, with its carefully selected contributions and an
introduction which relates the selections to the developmental pattern of the discipline, provides
guidance and insight for the reader concerned with the topical issues raised by sociologists of
knowledge.

sociology of knowledge: Knowledge as Culture E. Doyle McCarthy, 2005-08-16 Drawing on
the Marxist, French structuralist and American pragmatist traditions, this is a lively and accessible
introduction to the sociology of knowledge.

sociology of knowledge: The Sociology of Knowledge James E. Curtis, John W. Petras, 1970

sociology of knowledge: The Sociology of Knowledge Werner Stark, 2020-04-03 This volume
serves as both an introduction to the field of the sociology of knowledge and an interpretation of the
thought of the major figures associated with its development More than a compendium of ideas,
Stark seeks here to put order into what he regarded as a diffuse tradition of diverse bodies of
thought, in particular the seemingly irreconcilable conflict between the study of the political element
in thought identified here with Karl Mannheim and the investigation of the social element in thinking
associated with the work of Max Scheler. The sociology of knowledge is primarily directed toward
the study of the precise ways that human experience, through the mediation of knowledge, takes on
a conscious and communicable shape. While both schools dealt with by Stark assume that the
pursuit of truth is not purposeful apart from socially and historically determined structures of
meaning, the tradition extending from Marx to Mannheim seeks to expose hidden factors that turn
us away from the truth while that of Weber and Scheler attempts to identify social forces that impart
a definite direction to our search for it In order to reconcile opposing theoretical positions, Stark
seeks to lay the foundations for a theory of the social determination of thought by directing his
inquiry to the philosophical problem of truth in a manner compatible with cultural sociology. Stark's
theoretical legacy to the sociology of knowledge is that social influences operate everywhere
through a group's ethos. From this, many systems of ideas and social categories emanate, revealing
partial glimpses of a synthetic whole. The outcome of Stark's work is a general theory of social
determination remarkably consistent with contemporary interests in the broad range of cultural
studies, whose focus is best described as the use of philosophical, literary, and historical approaches
to study the social construction of meaning. The Sociology of Knowledge will be of great interest to
social scientists, philosophers, and intellectual historians.

sociology of knowledge: Science and the Sociology of Knowledge (RLE Social Theory)
Michael Mulkay, 2014-08-07 How far is scientific knowledge a product of social life? In addressing
this question, the major contributors to the sociology of knowledge have agreed that the conclusions
of science are dependent on social action only in a very special and limited sense. In Science and the
Sociology of Knowledge Michael Mulkay's first aim is to identify the philosophical assumptions
which have led to this view of science as special; and to present a systematic critique of the standard
philosophical account of science, showing that there are no valid epistemological grounds for
excluding scientific knowledge from the scope of sociological analysis. The rest of the book is
devoted to developing a preliminary interpretation of the social creation of scientific knowledge. The
processes of knowledge-creation are delineated through a close examination of recent case studies
of scientific developments. Dr Mulkay argues that knowledge is produced by means of negotiation,
the outcome of which depends on the participants' use of social as well as technical resources. The
analysis also shows how cultural resources are taken over from the broader social milieu and



incorporated into the body of certified knowledge; and how, in the political context of society at
large, scientists' technical as well as social claims are conditioned and affected by their social
position.

sociology of knowledge: Essays on the Sociology of Knowledge Karl Mannheim,
2013-07-04 First published in 1952.This is Volume V of Mannheim's collected works. When Karl
Mannheim died early in 1947 in his fifty-third year, he left a number of unpublished manuscripts in
varying stages of completion. The present volume is the sequel to Freedom, Power, and Democratic
Planning, which was published in 1950. It contains six essays which Mannheim wrote and published
in German scientific magazines between 1923 and 1929: elaborations of one dominant theme, the
Sociology of Knowledge, which at the same time represents one of Mannheim's main contributions
to sociological theory.

sociology of knowledge: Critical Theory and the Sociology of Knowledge Leon Bailey,
1994 The contrast between the critical theory of the Frankfurt School and Karl Mannheim's
sociology of knowledge has often been noted, but never fully explicated. Most accounts of the
Frankfurt School's critique of Mannheim have taken the form of partisan affirmations or denials of
its success. This study provides the first detailed comparison of these two conflicting approaches to
the theory of ideology. Following reconstructions of the origins of the two perspectives and a review
of the Frankfurt School's critique of Mannheim, a systematic comparison is developed around the
four central issues of totality, consciousness and social existence, ideology, and truth. An analysis of
the significance of the contrast for current debates in social theory is offered in conclusion.

sociology of knowledge: Durkheim's Philosophy of Science and the Sociology of Knowledge
Warren Schmaus, 1994-08-15 This text demonstrates the link between philosophy of science and
scientific practice. Durkheim's sociology is examined as more than a collection of general
observations about society, since the constructed theory of the meanings and causes of social life is
incorporated.

sociology of knowledge: Society and Knowledge Donald N. Levine, 2017-07-05 The sociology
of knowledge is generally seen as part of the sociology of cultural products. Along with the sociology
of science, it explores the social character of science and in particular the social production of
scientific knowledge. Knowledge in all its varieties is of crucial importance in social, political, and
economic relations in modern society. Yet new realities, the editors argue in their introduction to
this second edition, require a new perspective.In the past half century, the social role of knowledge
has changed profoundly. The natural attitude toward scientific knowledge in science that assigned a
special status to science's knowledge claims has lost its dominance, and the view that all knowledge
is socially constructed has gained general acceptance. Science increasingly influences the political
agenda in modern societies. Consequently, a new political field has emerged: knowledge
politics.These fourteen essays by social scientists, philosophers, and historians cover fundamental
issues, theoretical perspectives, knowledge and power, and empirical studies. Eight of the fourteen
contributions were part of the first edition of Society and Knowledge, published in 1984, and most of
these have been updated and revised for this new edition. Included in this edition are six new
contributions by Robert K. Merton, Steve Fuller, Dick Pels, Nico Stehr, Barry Schwartz, and Michael
Lynch.This second, revised edition builds on its predecessor in presenting cutting-edge theoretical
and empirical efforts to transform the sociology of knowledge. Professionals, policymakers, and
graduate students in the fields of sociology, political science, and social science will find this volume
of interest and importance.

sociology of knowledge: Ideology and Utopia Karl Mannheim, 1991 A new edition of Karl
Mannheim's classic work in which the concepts of 'ideology' and ‘utopia' are examined as opposing
and dominant societal influences.

sociology of knowledge: Essays on the Sociology of Knowledge Karl Mannheim, 2018-11-10

sociology of knowledge: Society and Knowledge Nico Stehr, Volker Meja, 2011-12-31 The
sociology of knowledge is generally seen as part of the sociology of cultural products. Along with the
sociology of science, it explores the social character of science and in particular the social




production of scientific knowledge. Knowledge in all its varieties is of crucial importance in social,
political, and economic relations in modern society. Yet new realities, the editors argue in their
introduction to this second edition, require a new perspective. In the past half century, the social
role of knowledge has changed profoundly. The natural attitude toward scientific knowledge in
science that assigned a special status to science's knowledge claims has lost its dominance, and the
view that all knowledge is socially constructed has gained general acceptance. Science increasingly
influences the political agenda in modern societies. Consequently, a new political field has emerged:
knowledge politics. These fourteen essays by social scientists, philosophers, and historians cover
fundamental issues, theoretical perspectives, knowledge and power, and empirical studies. Eight of
the fourteen contributions were part of the first edition of Society and Knowledge, published in
1984, and most of these have been updated and revised for this new edition. Included in this edition
are six new contributions by Robert K. Merton, Steve Fuller, Dick Pels, Nico Stehr, Barry Schwartz,
and Michael Lynch. This second, revised edition builds on its predecessor in presenting cutting-edge
theoretical and empirical efforts to transform the sociology of knowledge. Professionals,
policymakers, and graduate students in the fields of sociology, political science, and social science
will find this volume of interest and importance.

sociology of knowledge: The Sociology of Knowledge David Glover, Sheelagh Strawbridge,
1985

sociology of knowledge: Knowledge and Politics Volker Meja, Nico Stehr, 2014-08-13 Karl
Mannheim'’s Ideology and Utopia has been a profoundly provocative book. The debate about politics
and social knowledge that was spawned by its original publication in 1929 attracted the most
promising younger scholars, some of whom shaped the thought of several generations. The book
became a focus for a debate on the methodological and epistemological problems confronting
German social science. More than thirty major papers were published in response to Mannheim’s
text. Writers such as Hannah Arendt, Ernst Robert Curtius, Max Horkheimer, Herbert Marcuse,
Helmuth Plessner, Hans Speier and Paul Tillich were among the contributors. Their positions varied
from seeing in the sociology of knowledge a sophisticated reformulation of the materialist
conception of history to linking its popularity to a betrayal of Marxism. The English publication in
1936 defined formative issues for two generations of sociological self-reflection. Knowledge and
Politics provides an introduction to the dispute and reproduces the leading contributions. It sheds
new light on one of the greatest controversies that have marked German social science in the past
hundred years.

sociology of knowledge: The Sociology of Knowledge Stark F. Werner, 2013-11-05 This is
Volume XVII of twenty-two in a collection on Social Theory and Methodology. Originally published in
1958, this book presents an essay in aid of a deeper understanding of the history of ideas.

sociology of knowledge: The Sociology of Knowledge Approach to Discourse Reiner
Keller, Anna-Katharina Hornidge, Wolf ] Schiinemann, 2018-08-06 The Sociology of Knowledge
Approach to Discourse (SKAD) has reoriented research into social forms, structuration and
processes of meaning construction and reality formation; doing so by linking social constructivist
and pragmatist approaches with post-structuralist thinking in order to study discourses and create
epistemological space for analysing processes of world-making in culturally diverse environments.
SKAD is anchored in interpretive traditions of inquiry and allows for broadening - and possibly
overcoming - of the epistemological biases and restrictions still common in theories and approaches
of Western- and Northern-centric social sciences. An innovative volume, this book is exactly
attentive to these empirically based, globally diverse further developments of approach, with a clear
focus on the methodology and its implementation. Thus, The Sociology of Knowledge Approach to
Discourse presents itself as a research program and locates the approach within the context of
interpretive social sciences, followed by eleven chapters on different cases from around the world
that highlight certain theoretical questions and methodological challenges. Presenting outstanding
applications of the Sociology of Knowledge Approach to Discourse across a wide variety of
substantive projects and regional contexts, this text will appeal to postgraduate students and




researchers interested in fields such as Discourse Studies, Sociology, Cultural Studies and
Qualitative Methodology and Methods.

sociology of knowledge: Essays on the Sociology of Knowledge Karl Mannheim,
2015-06-02 Excerpt from Essays on the Sociology of Knowledge When Karl Mannheim died early in
1947 in his fifty-third year, he left a number of unpublished manuscripts in varying stages of
completion. At the invitation of Dr. Julia Mannheim, the authors widow and life-long collaborator, I
assisted in setting up an editorial team selected from Mannheim's friends and former students, for
the purpose of making at least part of that material available for publication. Furthermore, we felt
that Mannheim's German writings had retained their full significance and ought to be reproduced in
a form accessible to the English-speaking public. In all those decisions we were guided by the
conviction that not only do the ideas laid down in these writings form an essential key to the full
understanding of Mannheim's work, but they contain a most important and topical contribution to
social theory as well as an impetus for social action. The present volume is the sequel to Freedom,
Power, and Democratic Planning, which was published in 1950. It contains six essays which
Mannheim wrote and published in German scientific magazines between 1923 and 1929:
elaborations of one dominant theme, the Sociology of Knowledge, which at the same time represents
one of Mannheim's main contributions to sociological theory. During the fifteen years since
Mannheim's Ideology and Utopia was first published in this country, the Sociology of Knowledge has
moved into the centre of discussion among sociologists and philosophers. The ideas laid down in this
new volume should greatly help in clarifying the important issues. The task of translating and editing
the German text was performed by Dr. Paul Kecskemeti, Research Associate of the Rand
Corporation, Santa Monica, California. He has also contributed an introduction on the history of the
problem, and on the treatment it received at successive stages of Mannheim's work. About the
Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at
www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten
Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original
format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the
original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair
the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left
to preserve the state of such historical works.

sociology of knowledge: Understanding the Knowledge Society Andrea Cerroni, 2020-05-29
Complex knowledge and ideas are generated, shared and accessed globally. Andrea Cerroni turns to
this knowledge society to offer a comprehensive social theory of its processes to bridge the gap
between knowledge and democracy. Drawing on a long-term historical perspective, Cerroni
assembles a cultural matrix, comprising ancient myths on nature, society and knowledge and
modern myths of reductionism, individualism and relativism to improve our contemporary
sociological imagination.
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