sociology research topics

sociology research topics represent a broad and dynamic field of study that explores the
complexities of human society, social behavior, and cultural patterns. These topics serve
as the foundation for academic inquiry, providing insights into social structures,
institutions, relationships, and changes. Researchers and students in sociology often seek
relevant and compelling issues that reflect contemporary challenges and theoretical
debates. Understanding various sociology research topics helps to analyze social
phenomena such as inequality, race, gender, education, and crime. This article presents
an organized overview of prominent sociology research topics, categorized into thematic
areas to guide focused study and research. The following sections will cover key areas
including social inequality, family and relationships, education, deviance and crime,
culture and identity, and social change.

Social Inequality and Stratification

Family and Relationships

Education and Society

e Deviance and Crime

Culture and Identity

Social Change and Movements

Social Inequality and Stratification

Social inequality and stratification remain central topics in sociology research, focused on
the unequal distribution of resources, opportunities, and privileges within societies. This
field examines how factors such as class, race, gender, and ethnicity contribute to
systematic disparities and social hierarchies. Understanding social stratification helps
reveal the mechanisms through which inequality is maintained or challenged.

Economic Inequality

Research on economic inequality explores disparities in income, wealth, and access to
economic resources. Studies often analyze the causes and consequences of poverty,
wealth concentration, and social mobility. Economic inequality impacts various social
outcomes, including health, education, and political participation.



Race and Ethnic Stratification

This subtopic investigates how racial and ethnic identities influence social status and
access to opportunities. Research addresses systemic racism, discrimination, segregation,
and the experiences of minority groups. Sociologists examine how race and ethnicity
intersect with other social categories to shape inequality.

Gender and Social Inequality

Gender inequality research focuses on the roles, expectations, and disparities between
men, women, and non-binary individuals. Topics include gender pay gaps, workplace
discrimination, gender roles, and the impact of patriarchy on social institutions and
individual experiences.

Causes of social inequality

Impact of class and status

Intersectionality and multiple forms of oppression

Policies addressing inequality

Family and Relationships

The study of family and relationships in sociology explores the structures, dynamics, and
functions of familial and interpersonal connections. Research topics in this area address
changing family forms, marriage patterns, parenting, and the influence of social norms on
relationships.

Changing Family Structures

This topic investigates shifts in family composition, such as single-parent households,
blended families, and cohabitation. Sociologists analyze how economic conditions, cultural
trends, and policy changes affect family dynamics.

Marriage and Divorce

Marriage and divorce research examines the social, economic, and emotional factors
influencing marital stability and dissolution. Studies also explore the implications of
marriage trends for children and society.



Parenting and Child Development

Sociological research on parenting focuses on parenting styles, child socialization, and the
impact of family environments on child outcomes. This includes examining the effects of
socioeconomic status and cultural expectations on parenting practices.

Impact of technology on relationships

Role of kinship and extended family

Domestic violence and family conflict

Work-family balance and gender roles

Education and Society

Education as a sociological topic addresses how educational institutions influence
socialization, opportunity, and inequality. Sociologists study the role of education in social
mobility, cultural transmission, and the reproduction of social inequalities.

Educational Inequality

Research on educational inequality explores disparities in access to quality education
based on class, race, gender, and geography. This includes examining the effects of
funding, teacher quality, and school resources on student achievement.

Role of Education in Socialization

This topic considers how schools serve as agents of socialization, transmitting cultural
norms, values, and knowledge. Studies analyze curriculum content, peer interactions, and
teacher-student relationships.

Higher Education and Social Mobility

Sociologists investigate how higher education influences upward social mobility and
career opportunities. Research also addresses barriers to college access and success for
marginalized groups.

e Impact of standardized testing

e School segregation and integration



e Education policy and reform

¢ Global perspectives on education systems

Deviance and Crime

Deviance and crime research in sociology explores behaviors that violate social norms and
laws, as well as society’s responses to such behaviors. This field examines causes of
criminal behavior, social control mechanisms, and the criminal justice system.

Theories of Deviance

Sociologists study various theoretical perspectives explaining deviance, including strain
theory, labeling theory, and social control theory. These theories help explain why
individuals or groups engage in norm-violating behavior.

Crime and Social Control

This subtopic focuses on formal and informal mechanisms to regulate behavior, such as
policing, courts, and community sanctions. Research also investigates disparities in law
enforcement and sentencing.

Juvenile Delinquency

Juvenile delinquency research examines the causes and social contexts of youth criminal
behavior. Studies often focus on family environment, peer influence, and socio-economic
factors contributing to delinquency.

Types of crime and deviance

Impact of media on perceptions of crime

Restorative justice practices

Role of prisons and rehabilitation

Culture and Identity

The study of culture and identity investigates how individuals and groups construct
meanings, express values, and form social identities. This area explores ethnic, national,



gender, and subcultural identities and their impact on social interaction.

Ethnic and Racial Identity

This research topic examines how ethnic and racial identities are formed, maintained, and
transformed within social contexts. It also addresses issues of cultural heritage,
assimilation, and multiculturalism.

Gender Identity and Expression

Sociologists analyze how gender identity and expression influence social roles,
expectations, and personal experiences. Topics include transgender identities, gender
fluidity, and societal responses to gender diversity.

Subcultures and Social Groups

Research on subcultures investigates distinctive cultural patterns developed by groups
within larger societies. This includes youth cultures, countercultures, and online
communities.

Role of language and symbols

Impact of globalization on culture

Identity politics and social movements

Cultural appropriation and exchange

Social Change and Movements

Social change and movements focus on the dynamics of societal transformation and
collective actions aimed at social reform. This area studies the causes, processes, and
impacts of change within societies.

Social Movements and Activism

Sociological research explores the formation, strategies, and outcomes of social
movements advocating for political, economic, or cultural change. Topics include civil
rights, environmentalism, and feminist movements.



Technology and Social Change

This subtopic addresses how technological advancements influence social structures,
communication, and cultural norms. Research considers both the opportunities and
challenges posed by digital technologies.

Globalization and Its Impacts

Globalization research examines economic, cultural, and political changes resulting from
increased global interconnectedness. Sociologists analyze how globalization affects
inequality, identity, and social institutions.

Causes of social change

Role of media and communication

Resistance to change and social stability

Future directions in social transformation

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some trending sociology research topics in
20247?

Trending sociology research topics in 2024 include the impact of social media on mental
health, the role of artificial intelligence in society, climate change and social inequality,
migration and refugee integration, gender identity and expression, the sociology of
pandemics, digital surveillance and privacy, and urbanization and community dynamics.

How can sociology research address social inequalities?

Sociology research can address social inequalities by examining the root causes of
disparities related to race, gender, class, and other social categories, analyzing the impact
of policies, and proposing interventions to promote equity and social justice.

Why is the sociology of technology an important
research topic?

The sociology of technology is important because it explores how technological
advancements influence social structures, relationships, and cultural norms, helping us
understand issues like digital divide, automation's impact on jobs, and ethical
considerations in Al development.



What methodologies are commonly used in sociology
research?

Common methodologies in sociology research include qualitative methods like interviews,
ethnography, and participant observation, as well as quantitative methods such as
surveys, experiments, and statistical analysis to study social phenomena systematically.

How does sociology research contribute to
understanding climate change?

Sociology research contributes by examining how social behaviors, cultural values,
economic systems, and political power dynamics influence environmental policies and
individual actions related to climate change mitigation and adaptation.

What role does sociology play in studying migration and
refugee integration?

Sociology helps understand the social, economic, and cultural challenges faced by
migrants and refugees, the processes of assimilation and multiculturalism, and the impact
of migration policies on social cohesion and community development.

How can sociology research inform public health
initiatives?

Sociology research informs public health by analyzing social determinants of health, such
as poverty, education, and social networks, helping design effective interventions, health
communication strategies, and policies to improve population health outcomes.

What are emerging topics in the sociology of work?

Emerging topics in the sociology of work include the gig economy and precarious
employment, remote work and its social implications, workplace diversity and inclusion,
automation and labor market changes, and the impact of globalization on work practices.

Additional Resources

1. The Sociological Imagination

This classic work by C. Wright Mills explores the connection between personal
experiences and larger social forces. It encourages readers to think critically about the
relationship between individual lives and societal structures. The book lays a foundational
framework for understanding how social context shapes human behavior and vice versa.

2. Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of American Community

Robert D. Putnam examines the decline of social capital in the United States, highlighting
the reduced participation in civic groups and community activities. Through extensive
research, Putnam discusses the consequences of this decline on democracy and social
cohesion. The book offers insights into rebuilding social networks and revitalizing



community engagement.

3. Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American City

Matthew Desmond provides an in-depth ethnographic study of eviction and housing
instability among low-income families in Milwaukee. The book reveals how eviction
perpetuates poverty and inequality, affecting the social fabric of urban communities.
Desmond’s research combines personal narratives with broader social analysis to
highlight systemic issues in housing policy.

4. Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity

Judith Butler challenges conventional notions of gender and identity through a critical
theoretical lens. The book argues that gender is performative and socially constructed
rather than innate. It has become a foundational text in gender studies and sociology,
influencing research on identity politics and social norms.

5. Outliers: The Story of Success

Malcolm Gladwell explores the sociological factors behind exceptional success,
emphasizing the role of culture, timing, and opportunity. By analyzing case studies of high
achievers, the book challenges the myth of individual meritocracy. It provides a nuanced
understanding of how social context influences personal achievement.

6. Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison

Michel Foucault investigates the history of punishment and the development of modern
disciplinary institutions. The book examines how power and social control operate through
surveillance and normalization. Foucault’s analysis offers critical insights into the
relationship between knowledge, power, and social order.

7. The Spirit Level: Why More E qual Societies Almost Always Do Better

Richard Wilkinson and Kate Pickett present empirical evidence linking social inequality to
various social problems, including health disparities and crime rates. The authors argue
that societies with greater equality tend to have better overall outcomes for their citizens.
This book has sparked important debates on social policy and economic justice.

8. Invisible Women: Data Bias in a World Designed for Men

Caroline Criado Perez exposes the gender data gap and its impact on women’s lives in
areas such as healthcare, urban planning, and the workplace. The book highlights how
systemic biases in data collection perpetuate gender inequality. It calls for more inclusive
research methodologies to create equitable social policies.

9. The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life

Erving Goffman uses dramaturgical analysis to explore how individuals perform social
roles in daily interactions. The book provides a framework for understanding identity as a
dynamic and negotiated process. Goffman’s work remains influential in microsociology
and the study of social behavior.
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sociology research topics: Handbook of Sports Studies Jay Coakley, Eric Dunning, 2000 An
authoritative cast of international and inter-disciplinary contributors present the best of current
thinking in sports studies as the subject matures and develops academically.

sociology research topics: Doing Research on Sensitive Topics Raymond M. Lee, 1993-03-16
This book is a comprehensive guide to the methodological, ethical and practical issues involved in
undertaking research on sensitive topics. Raymond M Lee explores the reasons why social research
may be politically or socially contentious: its relation to issues of social or political power; its
capacity to encroach on people's lives; and its potentially problematic nature for the researcher.
Issues examined include: the choice of methodologies for sensitive research; problems of estimating
the size of hidden populations; questions of sampling, surveying and interviewing; and sensitivity in
access and the handling of data. The book also discusses the political and ethical issues at stake in
the relations between the researcher and the researched, and in the disclosure, dissemination and
publication of research.

sociology research topics: Asian Americans Pyong Gap Min, 2006 Compared to many existing
texts on this subject, which tend to take a rather historical approach, this book focuses on more
contemporary Asian experiences. Thus, Min has provided a new tool for those of use who have
looked for adequate material to teach current Asian American trends in advanced undergraduate
courses in the sociology of race as well as in ethnic studies. Encompassing a variety of perspectives
from prominent scholars makes this book a valuable device to examine the less visible aspects of
Asian Americans’ lives. Students and educators alike would certainly benefit from diligent study of
this text. --TEACHING SOCIOLOGY, reviewed October 2006 by Etsuko Maruoka, SUNY-Stony
BrookOffering a broad overview of the Asian American experience, Asian Americans provides an
accessible resource for all students interested in the expanding and important Asian American
population. While historical information is provided for each group, the main focus is on the
variables and issues that impact Asian American life today. The scholars who author the chapters
look at topics such as labor force participation and economic status, educational achievements,
intermarriage, intergroup relations, and settlement patterns. Photo essays help to enhance the
presentations.Key Features: Covers the Asian American population as a whole as well as individual
ethnic groups, i.e. Korean Americans, Indian Americans, etc. Covers theories as well as providing
sociological data to illustrate issues for Asian Americans as a whole and as individual groups. Visual
essays on the following topics provide powerful illustrations of the text content. Filipino Americans
Japanese Americans Korean Americans Chinese Americans South Asian Americans Southeast Asian
Americans Economic Adaptation Second Generation Experiences Updated to not only include
information derived from 2000 Census data, but also has a focus on the second generation
experience.

sociology research topics: Writing for Emerging Sociologists Angelique Harris, Alia
Tyner-Mullings, 2013-01-04 A writing guide designed for upper-level sociology undergraduate
students and graduate students, this instructional text introduces students to the variety of writing
projects that sociologists undertake, while also providing instruction on grammar and composition.
It will provide students with practical knowledge concerning topics such as: peer reviewed journal
manuscripts, book reviews, grant proposals, and field notes. What makes this book unique is that it
offers useful advice and instruction for sociology college students whether they plan on entering the
academy or the private, non-profit, or government sectors. Writing for Emerging Sociologists uses
writing as a tool to help students learn not only about sociology as a field of study, but also the
practice of sociology.

sociology research topics: The Bloomsbury Handbook of World Theory Jeffrey R. Di Leo,
Christian Moraru, 2021-11-18 Disciplines from literary studies to environmentalism have recently
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undergone a spectacular reorientation that has refocused entire fields, methodologies, and
vocabularies on the world and its sister terms such as globe, planet, and earth. The Bloomsbury
Handbook of World Theory examines what “world” means and what it accomplishes in different
zones of academic study. The contributors raise questions such as: What happens when “world” is
appended to a particular form of humanistic or scientific inquiry? How exactly does “worlding” bear
on the theoretical operating system and the history of that field? What is the theory or theoretical
model that allows “world” to function in a meaningful way in coordination with that knowledge
domain? With contributions from 38 leading theorists from a vast range of fields, including queer
studies, religion, and pop culture, this is the first large reference work to consider the profound
effect, both within and outside the academy, of the worlding of discourse in the 21st century.

sociology research topics: Controversy and Construction in Contemporary Aesthetics ,
2023-11-13 The inclusion of this volume in Brill's Transcultural Aesthetics, a book series devoted
primarily to multidisciplinary Western and non-Western aesthetics, is indispensable to enrich the
nature and scope of contemporary aesthetics. Time and again, many aesthetic controversies have
not been adequately addressed, and this has become a common concern among scholars in
contemporary aesthetics. This volume therefore seeks to contribute new perspectives to these
controversies by shedding light on some of the fresh views among the leading theorists working in
the field today.

sociology research topics: Researching the Military Helena Carreiras, Celso Castro, Sabina
Frederic, 2016-03-02 Researching the Military focuses on the experiences of researchers who study
the military around the world. It explores the historical, social, institutional and personal factors that
frame research and scrutinize the way knowledge in this area impacts society and policy. More than
merely analyzing research experiences (yet necessarily including them), it is also about the
experiences of researchers, their position with regard to the object of their studies, the institutional
context where they work and the way their research impacts the academic and policy-making fields
in the respective countries. The common theme to the various chapters is reflexivity, a conscious
effort at addressing the conditions of research and the position of the researcher and the research
participants in that interface. By collecting diverse experiences of researchers from across the
world, this volume aims to enhance reflexivity in the field of military studies and to encourage the
exchange of knowledge between the academic field and the military arena. This book will be of much
interest to students of military studies, research methods, sociology, social anthropology and
security studies, in general.

sociology research topics: Handbook of Management Accounting Research Christopher S.
Chapman, Anthony G. Hopwood, Michael D. Shields, 2006-12-08 Volume one of the Handbooks of
Management Accounting Research sets the context for both Handbooks, with three chapters
outlining the historical development of management accounting as a discipline and as a practice in
three broad geographic settings. The bulk of the first volume then draws together a series of
contributions that analyse the scholarly literature in terms of distinct intellectual and theoretical
social science perspectives. The volume includes a chapter which looks at work informed by
psychology as a base discipline. The volume also includes a set of chapters that seek to evaluate and
explain issues of research method for the different approaches to research found within
management accounting. Special pricing available if purchased as a set with Volume 2. - Documents
the scholarly management accounting literature - Publishing both in print, and online through
Science Direct - International in scope

sociology research topics: Perspectives and Theories of Social Innovation for Ageing
Population Andrzej Klimczuk, Lukasz Tomczyk, 2020-03-25

sociology research topics: The Routledge Handbook of Comparative Global Urban
Studies Patrick Le Gales, Jennifer Robinson, 2023-09-18 The Routledge Handbook of Comparative
Global Urban Studies is a timely intervention into the field of global urban studies, coming as
comparison is being more widely used as a method for global urban studies, and as a number of
methodological experiments and comparative research projects are being brought to fruition. It




consolidates and takes forward an emerging field within urban studies and makes a positive and
constructive intervention into a lively arena of current debate in urban theory. Comparative
urbanism injects a welcome sense of methodological rigor and a commitment to careful evaluation of
claims across different contexts, which will enhance current debates in the field. Drawing together
more than 50 international scholars and practitioners, this book offers an overview of key ideas and
practices in the field and extends current thinking and practice. The book is primarily intended for
scholars and graduate students for whom it will provide an invaluable and up-to-date guide to
current thinking across the range of disciplines which converge in the study of urbanism, including
geography, sociology, political studies, planning, and urban studies.

sociology research topics: Making the Implicit Explicit Barbara E. Lovitts, 2023-07-03
Despite their and other stakeholders’ consistent demand for excellence, doctoral programs have
rarely, if ever, been assessed in terms of the quality of the dissertations departments produce. Yet
dissertations provide the most powerful, objective measure of the success of a department’s doctoral
program. Indeed, assessment, when done properly, can help departments achieve excellence by
providing insight into a program’s strengths and weaknesses.This book and the groundbreaking
study on which it is based is about making explicit to doctoral students the tacit “rules” for the
assessment of the final of all final educational products—the dissertation. The purpose of defining
performance expectations is to make them more transparent to graduate students while they are in
the researching and writing phases, and thus to help them achieve to higher levels of
accomplishment. Lovitts proposes the use of rubrics to clarify performance expectations-not to rate
dissertations or individual components of dissertations to provide a summary score, but to facilitate
formative assessment to support, not substitute for, the advising process. She provides the results of
a study in which over 270 faculty from ten major disciplines—spanning the sciences, social sciences,
and humanities—were asked to make explicit their implicit standards or criteria for evaluating
dissertations. The book concludes with a summary of the practical and research implications for
different stakeholders: faculty, departments, universities, disciplinary associations, accrediting
organizations, and doctoral students themselves.The methods described can easily be adapted for
the formative assessment of capstone courses, senior and master’s theses, comprehensive exams,
papers, and journal articles.

sociology research topics: Constructing Objectivity: Emotions in Legal Decision-making Stina
Bergman Blix, Sharyn Lee-Anne Roach Anleu, Mojca M. Plesnicar, Louise Victoria Johansen,
2025-08-28 The field of Law and Emotion originated in discussions that disputed the bifurcation of
emotion and law. In the past decade, these discussions have inspired socio-legal research on the
dynamic and social dimensions of court work. The field has grown exponentially in diverse
disciplines such as sociology, law, philosophy, anthropology, and criminology. At the core of legal
decision-making lies the fundamental principles of objectivity, impartiality, and independence. The
Research Topic 'Constructing Objectivity: Emotions in Legal Decision-making' addresses the
dialectical processes of translating these principles into everyday judicial practice across a wide
range of legal systems. Building on empirical research, including observations, interviews,
shadowing, vignettes and workshops with legal professionals, this collection engages with objectivity
in the making. It addresses such questions as: What role does court architecture and material
objects play in the emotional dynamic of the legal procedure? How do judges manage victims’
emotional statements, or evaluate their credibility? How do judges make independent decisions in a
collective setting? What role does extra-legal (lay/specialist) expertise play in co-constructing legal
knowledge of relevance to decision-making? How do judges embrace the idea of objectivity? How is
all this influenced by the growing digitalization of courts and hearings? In so doing, it investigates
the complexity of objectivity as an ideal, a judicial value, requiring performance, promoting
courtroom atmosphere, and as sometimes feigned.

sociology research topics: Undergraduate Announcement University of
Michigan--Dearborn, 1983

sociology research topics: Handbook of Latin American Studies Vol. 75 Katherine D. McCann,



2021-12-14 The 2021 volume of the benchmark bibliography of Latin American Studies.

sociology research topics: Catalogue State University of Iowa, 1922

sociology research topics: Feminist Perspectives on Environment and Society Beate Littig,
2014-06-06 For courses in Environmental studies, Environmental Sociology, Environmental
geography and Development studies; Women's studies and Women's issues options on a wide variety
of degree courses. Combining theory with practice, this concise, accessible text provides a
comprehensive introduction to the concepts, theories and results of environmental sociology from a
feminist perspective. Within an international context it portrays in full the different feminist
perspectives on environment and society, which are marginalized in mainstream research, and
shows how the feminist critique on environmental sociology contributes to a more general feminist
critique of society. Part of the Feminist Perspectives Series providing stimulating introductions to
key feminist topics and debates written by well-known, experienced teachers in each field.

sociology research topics: Handbooks of Management Accounting Research 3-Volume
Set Christopher S. Chapman, Anthony G. Hopwood, Michael D. Shields, 2009-01-30 Winner of the
Management Accounting section of the American Accounting Association notable contribution to
Management Accounting Literature AwardVolume One of the Handbook of Management Accounting
Research series sets the context for the Handbooks, with three chapters outlining the historical
development of management accounting as a discipline and as a practice in three broad geographic
settings.Volume Two provides insights into research on different management accounting practices.
Volume Three features contributions from some of the most influential researchers in various areas
of management accounting research, consolidates the content of volumes one and two, and
concludes with examples of management accounting research from around the world.Volumes 1, 2
and 3 are also available as individual product. * ISBN Volume 1: 978-0-08-044564-9* ISBN Volume 2:
978-0-08-044754-4* ISBN Volume 3: 978-0-08-055450-1 - Three volumes of the popular Handbooks
of Management Accounting Research series now available in one complete set - Examines particular
management accounting practices and specific organizational contexts - Adopts a global perspective
of management accounting practice - Award: Winner of the Management Accounting section of the
American Accounting Association notable contribution to Management Accounting Literature Award.

sociology research topics: The New Handbook of Research on Music Teaching and Learning
Richard Colwell, Carol Richardson, 2002-04-18 Featuring chapters by the world's foremost scholars
in music education and cognition, this handbook is a convenient collection of current research on
music teaching and learning. This comprehensive work includes sections on arts advocacy, music
and medicine, teacher education, and studio instruction, among other subjects, making it an
essential reference for music education programs. The original Handbook of Research on Music
Teaching and Learning, published in 1992 with the sponsorship of the Music Educators National
Conference (MENC), was hailed as a welcome addition to the literature on music education because
it serves to provide definition and unity to a broad and complex field (Choice). This new companion
volume, again with the sponsorship of MENC, explores the significant changes in music and arts
education that have taken place in the last decade. Notably, several chapters now incorporate
insights from other fields to shed light on multi-cultural music education, gender issues in music
education, and non-musical outcomes of music education. Other chapters offer practical information
on maintaining musicians' health, training music teachers, and evaluating music education
programs. Philosophical issues, such as musical cognition, the philosophy of research theory,
curriculum, and educating musically, are also explored in relationship to policy issues. In addition to
surveying the literature, each chapter considers the significance of the research and provides
suggestions for future study. Covering a broad range of topics and addressing the issues of music
education at all age levels, from early childhood to motivation and self-regulation, this handbook is
an invaluable resource for music teachers, researchers, and scholars.

sociology research topics: Beyond Sociology's Tower of Babel Bernard S. Phillips, 2001 To
look outside the discipline of sociology is to find little credibility given to the field as science.
Bernard Phillips argues that we are learning to see ever more clearly the contradiction between



scientific standards and what in fact has been achieved by sociology. Instead of knowledge based on
the full range of our findings, we have separate pieces of knowledge located within the diverse areas
of the discipline, and fads and fashions in the ideas and terms we use with relatively little cumulative
development. This has led many to question whether any scientific method can be applied to human
behavior. If the arguments and alternative interpretations in this book on the problematic nature of
sociology's use of scientific method prove to be credible and fruitful, then the implications are
profound. For example, the conclusions drawn for every single social science study that has ever
been conducted would be open to reinterpretation, because they fail to take into account
systematically the enormous complexity involved within any given instance of human behavior. Our
present approach assumes implicitly that the pieces of the human jigsaw puzzle can at some point be
put together so as to yield a coherent picture. Yet, as Phillips shows, if each piece is itself deficient,
then no coherent picture emerges when we attempt to put the pieces together. Refusing to take the
current fragmentation of sociology as inevitable, Phillips offers a clear vision, through a series of
heuristic web images, of how sociologists might achieve the cumulative development and credibility
that are the hallmarks of any science. His research draws heavily on the works of classical and
contemporary theorists, philosophers, and historians of science, as well as on postmodernist
critiques and responses to postmodernism. This reconstruction will be useful for courses in method
in the study of the classical tradition of sociology. Bernard Phillips was introduced to sociology at
Columbia University by C. Wright Mills. A former professor of sociology at Boston University,
cofounder of the ASA Section on Sociological Practice and founder of the Sociological Imagination
Group, his publications emphasize methodology and theory.

sociology research topics: Catalogue University of Iowa, 1922
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