
sick jokes

sick jokes have long been a part of humor, often pushing the boundaries of
what is considered socially acceptable. These jokes, characterized by their
dark, edgy, or taboo nature, can provoke a wide range of reactions, from
laughter to discomfort. Understanding the context, history, and impact of
sick jokes is essential for appreciating their role in comedy and culture.
This article explores the origins of sick jokes, their various types, the
fine line between humor and offense, and how they function in social
settings. Additionally, it examines the psychological aspects behind why
people enjoy such humor and the ethical considerations involved. The
following sections provide a comprehensive overview of sick jokes and their
place in modern humor.

Definition and History of Sick Jokes

Types of Sick Jokes

Psychological Aspects of Sick Humor

Social Impact and Ethical Considerations

How to Navigate Sick Jokes Responsibly

Definition and History of Sick Jokes

Sick jokes refer to a category of humor that deals with subjects typically
considered taboo, offensive, or sensitive. These jokes often involve themes
such as death, illness, disability, tragedy, or other uncomfortable topics.
The intent behind sick jokes is usually to shock, provoke thought, or
challenge societal norms through satire or dark comedy. Historically, such
humor has existed for centuries, evolving alongside cultural attitudes and
social boundaries.

Origins and Evolution

The origins of sick jokes can be traced back to ancient civilizations where
humor was used as a coping mechanism during difficult times. For example,
gallows humor, a form of sick joke, emerged among prisoners facing execution.
Over time, the nature of sick jokes has changed, reflecting societal changes
and the increasing complexity of cultural taboos.



Contemporary Context

In modern times, sick jokes have become a staple in various comedy genres,
including stand-up, television, and internet memes. The rise of social media
platforms has amplified the reach and visibility of such jokes, raising
questions about their appropriateness and impact on diverse audiences.
Despite controversies, sick jokes continue to be a powerful tool for
comedians to address harsh realities with humor.

Types of Sick Jokes

Sick jokes encompass a variety of themes, each with distinct characteristics
and implications. Understanding the different types helps in recognizing
their purpose and potential effects on audiences.

Gallows Humor

Gallows humor is a type of sick joke that makes light of death or serious
misfortune. It is often used by individuals facing dire circumstances as a
psychological defense mechanism. This humor style highlights resilience and
the human capacity to find laughter even in bleak situations.

Dark Comedy

Dark comedy, or black comedy, uses morbid or grim topics to create humor. It
often critiques social issues, highlighting contradictions or hypocrisies
through satirical jokes. Unlike simple shock humor, dark comedy requires a
nuanced understanding of context and intent.

Offensive and Taboo Jokes

These jokes deliberately target sensitive subjects such as race, religion,
disability, or tragedy. While they may be intended to provoke laughter, they
often risk offending or alienating audiences. The line between offensive
humor and harmful speech is a critical consideration in this category.

Examples of Common Sick Jokes



Jokes about illness or medical conditions

Humor involving death or mortality

Jokes referencing accidents or disasters

Satirical takes on societal tragedies

Psychological Aspects of Sick Humor

The popularity of sick jokes can be analyzed through various psychological
lenses. Understanding why people enjoy or reject this type of humor provides
insight into human cognition and emotional processing.

Coping Mechanism

Sick jokes often serve as a coping mechanism for individuals dealing with
stress, trauma, or fear. By making light of serious issues, people can gain a
sense of control and reduce anxiety. This mechanism is particularly evident
in professions exposed to frequent trauma, such as healthcare or emergency
services.

Social Bonding

Sharing sick jokes can create a sense of camaraderie among people with
similar experiences or outlooks. The shared laughter over taboo subjects can
strengthen social bonds and provide mutual understanding in otherwise
difficult contexts.

Cognitive Dissonance and Humor

Humor involving taboo topics often elicits cognitive dissonance, where the
tension between the joke’s content and social norms creates a complex
emotional response. Resolving this dissonance through laughter can be
psychologically rewarding, enhancing the appeal of sick jokes.



Social Impact and Ethical Considerations

Sick jokes carry significant social implications due to their provocative
nature. Evaluating their impact requires careful consideration of ethical
boundaries and cultural sensitivities.

Potential for Harm

While sick jokes can entertain, they also have the potential to cause
emotional distress or perpetuate stereotypes. Jokes targeting marginalized
groups or serious issues may reinforce stigma and contribute to social
exclusion.

Freedom of Expression vs. Respect

The balance between free speech and respect for others is a central ethical
concern regarding sick jokes. Comedians and content creators must navigate
this balance to avoid crossing into hate speech or discrimination while
maintaining artistic freedom.

Context and Audience Awareness

The appropriateness of sick jokes is heavily dependent on context and
audience. What may be acceptable in a private setting among consenting adults
could be offensive or harmful in public or diverse environments. Awareness
and sensitivity are crucial when dealing with such humor.

How to Navigate Sick Jokes Responsibly

Given the complexities surrounding sick jokes, it is important to approach
their creation and sharing with responsibility and mindfulness.

Know Your Audience

Understanding the values, experiences, and sensitivities of the audience is
key to determining whether sick jokes are appropriate. Tailoring humor to fit
the context helps prevent unintended offense.



Use Humor to Foster Understanding

Sick jokes can be used constructively to challenge taboos and promote
dialogue about difficult topics. When used thoughtfully, they can raise
awareness and encourage empathy.

Set Boundaries and Respect Limits

Recognizing when a joke crosses ethical or social lines is vital. Respecting
boundaries, especially regarding subjects that impact vulnerable groups,
maintains a respectful and inclusive environment.

Tips for Responsible Humor

Avoid targeting specific individuals or groups unfairly

Focus on satire rather than personal attacks

Be prepared to accept feedback and apologize if necessary

Consider alternative ways to address sensitive topics with humor

Frequently Asked Questions

What are sick jokes?
Sick jokes are a type of humor that deals with taboo, dark, or disturbing
subjects often considered offensive or inappropriate by many people.

Why do some people enjoy sick jokes?
Some people enjoy sick jokes because they find humor in the shock value,
taboo topics, or as a way to cope with difficult or uncomfortable subjects.

Are sick jokes offensive?
Sick jokes can be offensive to many people because they often make light of
sensitive or serious issues, so it's important to consider the audience
before sharing them.



Where can I find sick jokes online?
Sick jokes can be found on various comedy websites, forums, and social media
platforms, but it's important to use discretion and be mindful of community
guidelines.

How should I respond if someone tells a sick joke
that I find offensive?
If you find a sick joke offensive, it's best to calmly express your feelings
and set boundaries, or remove yourself from the situation if necessary.

Additional Resources
1. "Dark Humor: The Sick Joke Anthology"
This collection dives into the world of dark and twisted humor, featuring
jokes that push the boundaries of conventional comedy. It explores the fine
line between shock and laughter, presenting jokes that might be offensive but
are crafted to provoke thought and amusement. Ideal for readers with a taste
for edgy humor, this anthology challenges societal norms through wit and
satire.

2. "Twisted Laughs: A Compendium of Sick Jokes"
"Twisted Laughs" is a compilation of some of the most provocative and
controversial jokes ever told. The book celebrates the art of risqué humor,
delivering punchlines that are both unexpected and unsettling. It's perfect
for those who appreciate comedy that dares to offend and surprise in equal
measure.

3. "Offensive Wit: The Best Sick Jokes Ever Told"
This book gathers a wide range of sick jokes that cover taboo subjects with
sharp wit and irreverence. It aims to entertain readers who enjoy humor that
challenges political correctness and social sensitivities. While not for the
faint-hearted, the collection offers a unique perspective on comedy’s role in
confronting uncomfortable truths.

4. "Morbid Mirth: Humor from the Dark Side"
"Morbid Mirth" explores humor that revolves around death, illness, and other
grim topics, transforming them into sources of laughter. The book showcases
how comedy can be a coping mechanism for dealing with life’s harsh realities.
Its mix of clever and unsettling jokes appeals to those who find solace in
laughing at the macabre.

5. "Sick and Twisted: Jokes That Push the Limits"
This volume features jokes that deliberately cross social boundaries to
provoke strong reactions. It examines the psychology behind why people laugh
at the inappropriate and the taboo. Readers will find an assortment of jokes
that are as shocking as they are funny, making it a staple for fans of
boundary-pushing comedy.



6. "Black Humor: Laughing in the Face of Tragedy"
"Black Humor" offers a thoughtful yet humorous look at the darkest aspects of
human experience. The jokes in this book use satire and irony to highlight
the absurdity of tragedy and misfortune. It’s an insightful collection for
those who appreciate humor as a way to process pain and discomfort.

7. "The Art of Sick Joking: A Guide to Edgy Comedy"
This guide not only presents a selection of sick jokes but also delves into
the craft of creating edgy humor. It discusses timing, audience awareness,
and the ethical considerations of telling offensive jokes. Perfect for
aspiring comedians and writers, this book combines theory with practice in
the realm of sick comedy.

8. "Shock Value: The Science of Sick Jokes"
"Shock Value" explores why sick jokes elicit strong emotional responses and
how they function psychologically. The book combines humor with research,
analyzing the appeal of taboo topics in comedy. It’s an engaging read for
those interested in the intersection of humor, psychology, and social norms.

9. "Laughing at the Unthinkable: A Sick Joke Collection"
This collection brings together jokes that tackle the most unthinkable and
uncomfortable subjects with irreverence and boldness. The book aims to
challenge readers’ limits of humor while providing moments of unexpected
laughter. It’s a daring compilation for anyone fascinated by the power of
comedy to confront the darkest parts of life.
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  sick jokes: Humor Us Donald Capps, 2016-10-21 This book addresses the fact that Americans
tend to live under a considerable amount of stress, tension, and anxiety, and suggests that humor
can be helpful in alleviating their distress. It posits that humor is a useful placebo in this regard;
cites studies that show that humor moderates life stress; considers the relationship of religion and
humor, especially as means to alleviate anxiety; proposes that Jesus had a sense of humor; suggests
that his parable of the Laborers in the Vineyard has humorous implications for the relief of
occupational stress; explores the relationship of gossip and humor; and suggests that Jesus and his
disciples were a joking community. It concludes that Jesus viewed the kingdom of God as a
worry-free existence.
  sick jokes: Good Humor, Bad Taste Giselinde Kuipers, 2015-04-24 This is an updated edition
of Good Humor, Bad Taste: A Sociology of the Joke, published in 2006. Using a combination of
interview materials, survey data, and historical materials, it explores the relationship between
humor and gender, age, social class, and national differences in the Netherlands and the United
States. This edition includes new developments and research findings in the field of humor studies.
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  sick jokes: The Bumper B3ta Book of Sick Jokes Rob Manuel, 2006-10 This joke book presents
the jokes you might be afraid to repeat to your closest friends, totally uncensored and illustrated.
  sick jokes: The Game of Humor Charles R. Gruner, 2017-07-05 Humor, wit, and laughter
surround each person. From everyday quips to the carefully contrived comedy of literature,
newspapers, and television we experience humor in many forms, yet the impetus for our laughter is
far from innocuous. Misfortune, stupidity, and moral or cultural defects, however faintly revealed in
others and ourselves, seem to make us laugh. Although discomforting, such negative terms as
superiority, aggression, hostility, ridicule, or degradation can be applied to instances of humor.
According to scholars, Thomas Hobbes's superiority theory?that humor arises from mischances,
infirmities, and indecencies, where there is no wit at all?applies to most humor. With the exception
of good-natured play, Charles R. Gruner claims that humor is rarely as innocent as it first
appears.Gruner's proposed superiority theory of humor is all-encompassing. In The Game of Humor,
he expands the scope of Hobbes's theory to include and explore the contest aspect of good-natured
play. As such, the author believes all instances of humor can be examined as games, in terms of
competition and keeping score?winners and losers. Gruner draws on a broad spectrum of
thought-provoking examples. Holocaust jokes, sexual humor, the racialist dialogue of such comic
characters as Stepin Fetchit and Archie Bunker, simple puns, and many of the author's own
encounters with everyday humor. Gruner challenges the reader to offer a single example of humor
that cannot be de-humorized by its agonistic nature.The Game of Humor makes intriguing and
enjoyable reading for people interested in humor and the aspects of human motivation. This book
will also be valuable to professionals in communication and information studies, sociologists, literary
critics and linguists, and psychologists concerned with the conflicts and tensions of everyday life.
  sick jokes: The Complete Book of Sick Jokes Max Rezwin, 1981
  sick jokes: A Decade of Dark Humor Ted Gournelos, Viveca Greene, 2011-08-01 A Decade of
Dark Humor analyzes ways in which popular and visual culture used humor-in a variety of forms-to
confront the attacks of September 11, 2001 and, more specifically, the aftermath. This
interdisciplinary volume brings together scholars from four countries to discuss the impact of humor
and irony on both media discourse and tangible political reality. Furthermore, it demonstrates that
laughter is simultaneously an avenue through which social issues are deferred or obfuscated, a way
in which neoliberal or neoconservative rhetoric is challenged, and a means of forming alternative
political ideologies. The volume's contributors cover a broad range of media productions, including
news parodies (The Daily Show with Jon Stewart, The Colbert Report, The Onion), TV roundtable
shows (Politically Incorrect with Bill Maher), comic strips and cartoons (Aaron McGruder's The
Boondocks, Jeff Danzinger's editorial cartoons), television drama (Rescue Me), animated satire
(South Park), graphic novels (Art Spiegelman's In the Shadow of No Towers), documentary
(Fahrenheit 9/11), and other productions. Along with examining the rhetorical methods and
aesthetic techniques of these productions, the essays place each in specific political and journalistic
contexts, showing how corporations, news outlets, and political institutions responded to-and
sometimes co-opted-these forms of humor.
  sick jokes: Revel with a Cause Stephen E. Kercher, 2010-06-15 We live in a time much like the
postwar era. A time of arch political conservatism and vast social conformity. A time in which our
nation’s leaders question and challenge the patriotism of those who oppose their policies. But before
there was Jon Stewart, Al Franken, or Bill Maher, there were Mort Sahl, Stan Freberg, and Lenny
Bruce—liberal satirists who, through their wry and scabrous comedic routines, waged war against
the political ironies, contradictions, and hypocrisies of their times. Revel with a Cause is their story.
Stephen Kercher here provides the first comprehensive look at the satiric humor that flourished in
the United States during the 1950s and early 1960s. Focusing on an impressive range of
comedy—not just standup comedians of the day but also satirical publications like MAD magazine,
improvisational theater groups such asSecond City, the motion picture Dr. Strangelove, and TV
shows like That Was the Week That Was—Kercher reminds us that the postwar era saw varieties of
comic expression that were more challenging and nonconformist than we commonly remember. His



history of these comedic luminaries shows that for a sizeable audience of educated, middle-class
Americans who shared such liberal views, the period’s satire was a crucial mode of cultural dissent.
For such individuals, satire was a vehicle through which concerns over the suppression of civil
liberties, Cold War foreign policies, blind social conformity, and our heated racial crisis could be
productively addressed. A vibrant and probing look at some of the most influential comedy of
mid-twentieth-century America, Revel with a Cause belongs on the short list of essential books for
anyone interested in the relationship between American politics and popular culture.
  sick jokes: More From The Vile File Dwight York, The shortest route from set-up to payoff is,
geometrically speaking, the one-liner. And there’s no finer practitioner of this oft-overlooked art
than Dwight York. One of the most prolific and masterful comics working the stage today, York is
known for his combination of short witticisms (channeling a bit of Steven Wright) and quick shocks
(perhaps like an over-caffeinated Doug Stanhope), a deluge of which are shared in his latest book,
More from the Vile File. Whether you’re looking to crib some notes for cocktail parties or get your
humor in bite-sized pieces, More from the Vile File will have you all stocked up in no time… just
practice your transition from, “Wait…?” to “Oh!” to “Oh dear…,” because the mighty Dwight York
one-liner waits for no man, woman, or sheep.
  sick jokes: Folk Culture in the Digital Age Trevor J. Blank, 2012-11-16 Smart phones,
tablets, Facebook, Twitter, and wireless Internet connections are the latest technologies to have
become entrenched in our culture. Although traditionalists have argued that computer-mediated
communication and cyberspace are incongruent with the study of folklore, Trevor J. Blank sees the
digital world as fully capable of generating, transmitting, performing, and archiving vernacular
culture. Folklore in the Digital Age documents the emergent cultural scenes and expressive folkloric
communications made possible by digital “new media” technologies. New media is changing the
ways in which people learn, share, participate, and engage with others as they adopt technologies to
complement and supplement traditional means of vernacular expression. But behavioral and
structural overlap in many folkloric forms exists between on- and offline, and emerging patterns in
digital rhetoric mimic the dynamics of previously documented folkloric forms, invoking familiar
social or behavior customs, linguistic inflections, and symbolic gestures. Folklore in the Digital Age
provides insights and perspectives on the myriad ways in which folk culture manifests in the digital
age and contributes to our greater understanding of vernacular expression in our ever-changing
technological world.
  sick jokes: Encyclopedia of Humor Studies Salvatore Attardo, 2014-02-25 The Encyclopedia
of Humor Studies explores the concept of humor in history and modern society in the United States
and internationally. This work’s scope encompasses the humor of children, adults, and even
nonhuman primates throughout the ages, from crude jokes and simple slapstick to sophisticated
word play and ironic parody and satire. As an academic social history, it includes the perspectives of
a wide range of disciplines, including sociology, child development, social psychology, life style
history, communication, and entertainment media. Readers will develop an understanding of the
importance of humor as it has developed globally throughout history and appreciate its effects on
child and adult development, especially in the areas of health, creativity, social development, and
imagination. This two-volume set is available in both print and electronic formats. Features &
Benefits: The General Editor also serves as Editor-in-Chief of HUMOR: International Journal of
Humor Research for The International Society for Humor Studies. The book’s 335 articles are
organized in A-to-Z fashion in two volumes (approximately 1,000 pages). This work is enhanced by
an introduction by the General Editor, a Foreword, a list of the articles and contributors, and a
Reader’s Guide that groups related entries thematically. A Chronology of Humor, a Resource Guide,
and a detailed Index are included. Each entry concludes with References/Further Readings and
cross references to related entries. The Index, Reader’s Guide themes, and cross references between
and among related entries combine to provide robust search-and-browse features in the electronic
version. This two-volume, A-to-Z set provides a general, non-technical resource for students and
researchers in such diverse fields as communication and media studies, sociology and anthropology,



social and cognitive psychology, history, literature and linguistics, and popular culture and folklore.
Key Themes: Anthropology, Folklore, and Ethnicity Antiquity Components of Humor Culture
Entertainment Industry History Literature and Major Literary Figures Performing Arts Philosophy
and Religion Politics Psychology Clinical and Counseling Psychology Cognition Developmental
Psychology General Psychology Health Psychology Interpersonal Relationships Motivation and
Emotion Neuropsychology Personality and Social Psychology Tests and Measurement Professions
Business World Education Law Humor Theory Linguistics Mathematics, Computer Science, and the
Internet National, Ethnic, and Regional Humor Africa Americas Asia Europe Middle East Physiology
and Biology Sociology Visual Humor
  sick jokes: Jokelore Ronald L. Baker, 1986-09-22 . . . extremely valuable . . . enthusiastically
recommend[ed] . . . —Western Folklore These hilarious and slightly off-color stories, although
gathered in Indiana, reflect the ancient origin and universality of the joke. The chuckle, the grin, the
uncontrolled belly-laugh evoked by Jokelore attest to the popularity of this ancient form of folk
literature.
  sick jokes: Disciplinarity and Dissent in Cultural Studies Cary Nelson, Dilip Gaonkar,
2013-10-28 First published in 1996. As recently as the early 1990s, people wondered what was the
future of cultural studies in the United States and what effects its increasing internationalization
might have. What type of projects would cultural studies inspire people to undertake? Would
established disciplines welcome its presence and adapt their practices accordingly? Disciplinarity
and Dissent in Cultural Studies answers such questions. It is now clear that, while striking and
innovative work is underway in many different fields, most disciplinary organizations and structures
have been very resistant to cultural studies. Meanwhile, cultural studies has been subjected to
repeated attacks by conservative journalists and commentators in the public sphere. Cultural studies
scholars have responded not only by mounting focused critiques of the politics of knowledge but also
by embracing ambitious projects of social, political, and cultural commentary, by transgressing all
the official boundaries of knowledge in a broad quest for cultural understanding. This book tracks
these debates and maps future strategies for cultural studies in academia and public life. The
contributors to Disciplinarity and Dissent in Cultural Studies include established scholars and new
voices. In a series of polemic and exploratory essays written especially for this book, they track the
struggle with cultural studies in disciplines like anthropology, literature and history; and between
cultural studies and very different domains like Native American culture and the culture of science.
Contributors include Arjun Appadurai, Michael Denning, Lawrence Grossberg, Cary Nelson,
Constance Penley, Andrew Ross, and Lynn Spigel.
  sick jokes: Encyclopedia of American Folklore Linda Watts, 2020-07-01 Folklore has been
described as the unwritten literature of a culture: its songs, stories, sayings, games, rituals, beliefs,
and ways of life. Encyclopedia of American Folklore helps readers explore topics, terms, themes,
figures, and issues related to this popular subject. This comprehensive reference guide addresses
the needs of multiple audiences, including high school, college, and public libraries, archive and
museum collections, storytellers, and independent researchers. Its content and organization
correspond to the ways educators integrate folklore within literacy and wider learning objectives for
language arts and cultural studies at the secondary level. This well-rounded resource connects
United States folk forms with their cultural origin, historical context, and social function. Appendixes
include a bibliography, a category index, and a discussion of starting points for researching
American folklore. References and bibliographic material throughout the text highlight recently
published and commonly available materials for further study. Coverage includes: Folk heroes and
legendary figures, including Paul Bunyan and Yankee Doodle Fables, fairy tales, and myths often
featured in American folklore, including Little Red Riding Hood and The Princess and the Pea
American authors who have added to or modified folklore traditions, including Washington Irving
Historical events that gave rise to folklore, including the civil rights movement and the
Revolutionary War Terms in folklore studies, such as fieldwork and the folklife movement Holidays
and observances, such as Christmas and Kwanzaa Topics related to folklore in everyday life, such as



sports folklore and courtship/dating folklore Folklore related to cultural groups, such as Appalachian
folklore and African-American folklore and more.
  sick jokes: The Secret of Humor Leonard Feinberg, 2025-02-03
  sick jokes: The Social Faces of Humour George E.C. Paton, Chris Powell, Stephen Wagg,
2019-06-14 First published in 1996, this volume is a sequel to Humour in Society: Resistance and
Control which was edited by George E.C. Paton and Chris Powell. Now, seven years later, the
culturally central nature of humour seems greater than ever. This collection of original essays
critically assesses the practices of humour in various role relationships in a number of social
contexts, for example, in the workplace and between family members. A feature of this new volume
is the critical analysis of socio-linguistic practices, including the use of jokes and cartoons, to
manage tensions in social relationships at the micro- and macro-sociological levels of human
interaction. Wider social and cultural issues area also examined by other contributors concerned
with alternative comedy and sitcoms in British and Australian society, for example, which along with
humour practices are situated by the editors in their introduction to substantiate the value of
studying and researching the sociology of humour.
  sick jokes: Rationale of the Dirty Joke G. Legman, 2007-11-01 Why do people tell dirty jokes?
And what is it about a joke's dirtiness that makes it funny? G. Legman was perhaps the foremost
scholar of the dirty joke, and as legions of humor writers and comedians know, his Rationale of the
Dirty Joke remains the most exhaustive and authoritative study of the subject. More than two
thousand jokes and folktales are presented, covering such topics as The Female Fool, The Fortunate
Fart, Mutual Mismatching, and The Sex Machine. These folk texts are authentically transcribed in
their innocent and sometimes violent entirety. Legman studies each for its historical and
socioanalytic significance, revealing what these jokes mean to the people who tell them and to the
people who listen and laugh. Here -- back in print -- is the definitive text for comedians and humor
writers, Freudian scholars and late night television enthusiasts. Rationale of the Dirty Joke will
amuse you, offend you, challenge you, and disgust you, all while demonstrating the intelligence and
hilarity of the dirty joke.
  sick jokes: The Mourning for Diana Tony Walter, 2020-06-11 The unexpected death of Diana,
Princess of Wales, in Paris on August 31st 1997 led to a period of mourning over the next week that
took the world by surprise. Major institutions - the media, the royal family, the church, the police -
for once had no pre-planned script. For the public, this was a story with an ending they had not
anticipated. How did these institutions and the public create a cultural order in the face of such
disorder? Both those involved in the mourning and those who objected to it struggled to understand
the depth and breadth of emotion shaking Britain and the world. Mourning was focused on London,
where Diana's body lay, and on Diana's home, Kensington Palace. Throughout the city and especially
in Kensington Gardens, millions left shrines to the dead princess made of flowers, messages, teddy
bears and other objects. In towns and villages around the UK, this was repeated. The mourning was
also global, with media dominated by Diana's death in scores of countries. The funeral itself had a
record-breaking world television audience, and messages of condolence floated around the globe in
cyber-space. How unique was all this? Does it mark a shift in the culture of mourning, of the position
of the monarchy, of the role of emotion in British culture? How does it compare with the mourning
for other super-icons - JFK, Evita, Elvis, and Monroe? Was it media-induced hysteria? Or was it
simply a magnification of normal mourning behaviour? Focusing on the extraordinary actions of
millions of ordinary people, this book documents what happened and shows how a modern rational
society coped with the unexpected in a proto-revolutionary week that left participants and objectors
alike asking 'why did we behave like this?'
  sick jokes: American Children's Folklore Simon J. Bronner, 1988 Front cover: A book of
rhymes, games, jokes, stories, secret languages, beliefs and camp legends, for parents,
grandparents, teachers, counselors and all adults who were once children.
  sick jokes: Passing It On: Folklore of St. Louis, 2nd Edition, Revised and Updated Dr. John L.
Oldani, 2012-09-01 Author: John L. Oldani, PhD Size: 6 x 9 Bindings: softcover Pages: 200 ISBN:



9781935806356 Cost: $19.95 How do urban folktales of the choking Doberman relate to St. Louis
ethnic groups? What are the rites of passage for young St. Louis men involving cemeteries? Did you
ever ?narck? And what happened when you didn't trick without a treat? These and other examples of
St. Louis folklore are practiced for a reason. The oral traditions of folklore are dynamic reflections of
a culture-growing, changing, and rede?ned. The ?rst edition of Passing It On described the
foundations of some of the folklore of the St. Louis area from the folk vocabulary through jokes,
superstitions, proverbs, and family lore. In their passing from folk group to folk group, these St.
Louis traditions have been adopted and adapted by various St. Louis cultures. This revised and
updated edition adds the folkways of more ethnic groups, which have assimilated the lore without
losing their own past. Urban tales from St. Louis neighborhoods, instructive in their telling, reflect
our growth and are included in this new edition as well. Additionally, occupational folklore from the
rank and ?le of St. Louis has its own chapter and helps de?ne the worker. There are even more
superstitions, vocabulary, and boomer lore from the St. Louis region. All of it is passed on as it
shapes St. Louis culture.
  sick jokes: Folkloristics Robert A. Georges, Michael Owen Jones, 1995 Excellent. -- The
Reader's Review Anybody contemplating the study and pursuit of folklore... will benefit from reading
this presentation thoroughly to determine your place in this most exciting scholastic world. --
Come-All-Ye This is the most complete and up-to-date study of folklore and folklore methodologies
available. The authors describe the pervasiveness of folklore, including its uses in literature, films,
television, cartoons, comic strips, advertising, and other media in a variety of cultures.
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