
socrates charges

socrates charges refer to the formal accusations brought against the ancient Greek
philosopher Socrates in 399 BCE. These charges marked a pivotal moment in Western
philosophy and judicial history, as Socrates faced trial in Athens for allegedly corrupting
the youth and impiety. Understanding the nature and context of Socrates charges is
essential for scholars and enthusiasts of philosophy, history, and law. This article explores
the background of the accusations, the specific charges leveled against Socrates, the trial
proceedings, and the broader implications of the verdict. Additionally, it examines the
philosophical and political environment of Athens that contributed to the emergence of
these charges. The article concludes with an analysis of Socrates’ defense and the
enduring legacy of the trial in philosophical discourse.
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The Historical Context of Socrates Charges
The historical backdrop of the socrates charges provides crucial insight into why the
philosopher faced legal action. Athens in the late 5th century BCE was experiencing
significant political turmoil following the Peloponnesian War, which ended in 404 BCE.
The city-state had endured defeat, internal strife, and the brief rule of the oligarchic Thirty
Tyrants. This period of instability created a climate of suspicion and fear, particularly
towards those perceived as threats to traditional Athenian values and democracy.
Socrates, known for his critical method of inquiry and association with controversial
figures, became a target during this tense atmosphere.

The Political Climate in Athens
After the Peloponnesian War, Athens struggled to rebuild its democracy and social order.
The oligarchic regime of the Thirty Tyrants had alienated many citizens, and democratic
leaders sought to restore stability and public trust. Intellectuals and philosophers who
questioned established norms, including Socrates, were often viewed with suspicion. This
political environment set the stage for the socrates charges, intertwining legal and
ideological concerns.



Socrates’ Role in Athenian Society
Socrates was a prominent figure in Athens, known for engaging citizens in dialogues that
challenged their assumptions and beliefs. His method, now called the Socratic Method,
involved asking probing questions to stimulate critical thinking. While admired by some,
this approach was perceived by others as subversive. Socrates’ connections to certain
political figures, including some associated with the oligarchic regime, further
complicated his standing in the community.

The Specific Charges Against Socrates
The socrates charges consisted of two primary accusations: corrupting the youth of Athens
and impiety, specifically not recognizing the gods of the city and introducing new deities.
These charges were serious under Athenian law and carried significant social and legal
consequences. The formal indictment was brought by Meletus, Anytus, and Lycon, who
represented different segments of Athenian society.

Corrupting the Youth
The charge of corrupting the youth alleged that Socrates negatively influenced young
Athenians through his teachings. Critics claimed that his philosophical inquiries
encouraged skepticism towards traditional values and authority, potentially undermining
the moral fabric of society. Socrates’ method of questioning established beliefs was seen
as a threat to the education and behavior of young citizens.

Impiety and Introduction of New Gods
The second charge accused Socrates of impiety, specifically failing to acknowledge the
gods recognized by the Athenian state while introducing novel divine concepts. This
accusation challenged Socrates’ religious beliefs and practices. In a deeply religious
society, such an allegation was not only a legal matter but also a profound cultural offense
that questioned loyalty to the civic religion.

Accusers and Their Motivations

Meletus: A poet who formally brought the indictment, representing the voice of
concerned citizens.

Anytus: A powerful politician and artisan, possibly motivated by personal and
political reasons.

Lycon: A rhetorician advocating on behalf of the Athenian orators.

Each accuser had distinct interests and social bases, reflecting the multifaceted nature of



the socrates charges.

The Trial of Socrates
The trial of Socrates was a significant event held in the Athenian court, where he faced a
jury of his fellow citizens. The proceedings followed the democratic legal practices of
Athens, including an accusation phase, defense speech, and jury deliberation. The trial is
well-documented through the writings of Plato, particularly in the Apology, providing
valuable insights into the charges and Socrates’ responses.

The Prosecution’s Case
The prosecution argued that Socrates’ actions threatened the moral and religious order of
Athens. They presented evidence and testimonies aimed at demonstrating his corruptive
influence and impiety. The prosecutors sought to convince the jury that Socrates deserved
punishment to protect the city’s youth and uphold religious traditions.

Socrates’ Defense Speech
In his defense, Socrates denied the charges and questioned the validity of the accusations.
He argued that he did not intentionally corrupt anyone and that his philosophical mission
was to seek truth and wisdom for the betterment of society. Regarding impiety, Socrates
claimed to respect divine matters, asserting that his philosophical inquiries were guided
by a divine inner voice or daimonion.

Jury Deliberation and Verdict
The jury ultimately found Socrates guilty by a narrow margin. Following Athenian legal
custom, both the prosecution and the defense proposed penalties. Socrates’ suggestion of
a modest reward for his service to society was rejected, and the jury sentenced him to
death by consuming poison hemlock.

Philosophical and Political Implications
The socrates charges and trial had profound implications for philosophy, law, and politics.
The case highlighted tensions between individual freedom of thought and societal norms,
raising enduring questions about the role of dissent and critical inquiry in democratic
societies. Socrates’ death became a symbol of the challenges faced by intellectuals
confronting political power.



Impact on Philosophy
The trial underscored the risks associated with challenging conventional wisdom and
authority. Socrates’ commitment to questioning and dialogue shaped the development of
Western philosophy, influencing his student Plato and subsequent generations. The
charges against him exemplify the conflict between philosophical inquiry and established
social order.

Political and Legal Lessons
The trial illustrated vulnerabilities in the Athenian legal system, particularly how political
and social pressures could affect judicial outcomes. It also raised debates about the
balance between state security and individual rights, issues still relevant in modern legal
and political discourse.

Socrates’ Defense and its Significance
Socrates’ defense during his trial remains one of the most studied speeches in philosophy
and rhetoric. His arguments emphasize integrity, moral responsibility, and the pursuit of
truth, even in the face of death. This defense offers insight into his character and the
principles that guided his life and work.

Key Arguments in the Defense

Refutation of Corruption: Socrates contended that no one intentionally harms1.
themselves or those around them, arguing that corrupting the youth would be self-
destructive.

Divine Mission: He claimed his philosophical mission was guided by a divine voice,2.
framing his actions as service to the gods.

Challenge to Accusers: Socrates questioned the credibility and motives of his3.
accusers, exposing inconsistencies in their claims.

Acceptance of Death: He expressed willingness to accept the jury’s verdict rather4.
than compromise his principles.

Legacy of the Defense
Socrates’ defense speech has inspired discussions on ethics, civic duty, and the role of the
philosopher in society. It exemplifies the courage to uphold truth and justice despite
personal risk and remains a foundational text in legal and philosophical education.



Frequently Asked Questions

What were the official charges against Socrates?
Socrates was officially charged with impiety (not believing in the gods of the state) and
corrupting the youth of Athens.

Why was Socrates accused of corrupting the youth?
Socrates was accused of corrupting the youth because he encouraged young Athenians to
question traditional beliefs and authority, which was seen as undermining the moral fabric
of society.

How did Socrates defend himself against the charges?
Socrates defended himself by arguing that he was seeking truth and encouraging critical
thinking, and that he believed in divine guidance rather than denying the gods.

What was the outcome of Socrates' trial?
Socrates was found guilty by a jury of his peers and sentenced to death by drinking a cup
of poison hemlock.

How have Socrates' charges influenced philosophy and
law?
The charges against Socrates have sparked ongoing discussions about freedom of speech,
the role of the individual in society, and the importance of questioning authority,
influencing both philosophy and legal principles about justice and free thought.

Additional Resources
1. “The Trial and Death of Socrates” by Plato
This book is a collection of dialogues by Plato that detail the events leading up to Socrates’
trial, his defense, and his eventual execution. It includes key texts such as "Apology,"
"Crito," and "Phaedo," offering insight into Socratic philosophy and the charges of impiety
and corrupting the youth. The work provides a foundational understanding of Socratic
thought and the historical context of his trial.

2. “Socrates: A Man for Our Times” by Paul Johnson
Paul Johnson’s biography explores the life, philosophy, and trial of Socrates in a
compelling narrative. The book delves into the political and social circumstances that led
to Socrates being charged with corrupting the youth and impiety. It also reflects on
Socrates’ lasting influence on Western philosophy and his unwavering commitment to
truth and ethics.

3. “Socrates on Trial” by I.F. Stone



In this detailed examination, I.F. Stone investigates the historical and political background
of Socrates' trial. The book scrutinizes the charges against Socrates, questioning their
validity and exploring the motivations of his accusers. Stone presents a critical view of the
Athenian democracy’s role in the philosopher’s condemnation.

4. “The Death of Socrates” by Emily Wilson
Emily Wilson provides a vivid retelling of Socrates' final days, focusing on his trial,
sentencing, and execution. The book combines historical analysis with a literary approach,
offering readers an accessible and thought-provoking account of the events and their
philosophical implications. It highlights the tension between Socrates and Athenian
society.

5. “Socrates: Ironist and Moral Philosopher” by Gregory Vlastos
Gregory Vlastos examines Socrates’ moral philosophy and the irony that permeated his
defense during the trial. The book explores how Socrates’ approach to questioning and
ethics contributed to the charges against him. Vlastos also discusses the significance of
Socratic irony in the context of his prosecution.

6. “The Socratic Problem: Plato, Xenophon, and Aristophanes” by Thomas C. Brickhouse
and Nicholas D. Smith
This book addresses the difficulties in understanding the historical Socrates, especially
through the lens of the charges brought against him. Brickhouse and Smith analyze
different portrayals of Socrates in classical literature and how these shape our view of his
trial and philosophy. The work is essential for those interested in the complexities of
Socratic scholarship.

7. “Socrates Against Athens: Philosophy on Trial” by C.C.W. Taylor
C.C.W. Taylor explores the conflict between Socrates and the Athenian establishment that
culminated in his trial. The book investigates the legal, political, and philosophical
dimensions of the charges of impiety and corrupting the youth. Taylor provides a nuanced
perspective on why Socrates was perceived as a threat to the democratic order.

8. “The Charges Against Socrates: A Historical Perspective” by M. Ostwald
M. Ostwald’s work offers a historical analysis of the accusations made against Socrates,
situating them within the broader context of Athenian society and politics. The book
examines the nature of the charges and their roots in contemporary fears and tensions. It
is valuable for readers seeking a detailed understanding of the trial’s background.

9. “Socrates and the Jury: The Defense and Its Legacy” by Hugh H. Benson
This book focuses on Socrates’ defense speech during his trial and its enduring impact on
legal and philosophical traditions. Hugh H. Benson analyzes the rhetorical strategies
Socrates employed and how they reflect his philosophical principles. The work also
considers the trial’s significance for concepts of justice and civic responsibility.
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  socrates charges: Four Texts on Socrates Plato, 1998 Translations of four major works of
ancient Greek literature which treat the life and thought of Socrates, focusing particularly on his
trial and defense and on the charges against him.
  socrates charges: Xenophon’s Socratic Works David M. Johnson, 2021-04-27 Xenophon’s
Socratic Works demonstrates that Xenophon, a student of Socrates, military man, and man of letters,
is an indispensable source for our understanding of the life and philosophy of Socrates. David M.
Johnson restores Xenophon’s most ambitious Socratic work, the Memorabilia (Socratic
Recollections), to its original literary context, enabling readers to experience it as Xenophon’s
original audience would have, rather than as a pale imitation of Platonic dialogue. He shows that the
Memorabilia, together with Xenophon’s Apology, provides us with our best evidence for the trial of
Socrates, and a comprehensive and convincing refutation of the historical charges against Socrates.
Johnson’s account of Socrates’ moral psychology shows how Xenophon’s emphasis on control of the
passions can be reconciled with the intellectualism normally attributed to Socrates. Chapters on
Xenophon’s Symposium and Oeconomicus (Estate Manager) reveal how Xenophon used all the
literary tools of Socratic dialogue to defend Socratic sexual morality (Symposium) and debate the
merits and limits of conventional elite values (Oeconomicus). Throughout the book, Johnson argues
that Xenophon’s portrait of Socrates is rich and coherent, and largely compatible with the
better-known portrait of Socrates in Plato. Xenophon aimed not to provide a rival portrait of
Socrates, Johnson shows, but to supplement and clarify what others had said about Socrates.
Xenophon’s Socratic Works, thus, provides readers with a far firmer basis for reconstruction of the
trial of Socrates, a key moment in the history of Athenian democracy, and for our understanding of
Socrates’ seminal impact on Greek philosophy. This volume introduces Xenophon’s Socratic works to
a wide range of readers, from undergraduate students encountering Socrates or ancient philosophy
for the first time to scholars with interests in Socrates or ancient philosophy more broadly. It is also
an important resource for readers interested in Socratic dialogue as a literary form, the trial of
Socrates, Greek sexual morality (the central topic of Xenophon’s Symposium), or Greek social
history (for which the Oeconomicus is a key text).
  socrates charges: Plato's Euthyphro, Apology, and Crito Rachana Kamtekar, 2004-11-26
Plato's Euthyrphro, Apology, and Crito portray Socrates' words and deeds during his trial for
disbelieving in the Gods of Athens and corrupting the Athenian youth, and constitute a defense of
the man Socrates and of his way of life, the philosophic life. The twelve essays in the volume, written
by leading classical philosophers, investigate various aspects of these works of Plato, including the
significance of Plato's characters, Socrates's revolutionary religious ideas, and the relationship
between historical events and Plato's texts. Readers will find their appreciation of Plato's works
greatly enriched by these essays.
  socrates charges: A Companion to Socrates Sara Ahbel-Rappe, Rachana Kamtekar, 2009-05-11
Written by an outstanding international team of scholars, this Companion explores the profound
influence of Socrates on the history of Western philosophy. Discusses the life of Socrates and key
philosophical doctrines associated with him Covers the whole range of Socratic studies from the
ancient world to contemporary European philosophy Examines Socrates’ place in the larger
philosophical traditions of the Hellenistic world, the Roman Empire, the Arabic world, the
Renaissance, and contemporary Europe Addresses interdisciplinary subjects such as Socrates and
Nietzsche, Socrates and psychoanalysis, and representations of Socrates in art Helps readers to
understand the meaning and significance of Socrates across the ages
  socrates charges: Greek Life (Greek 14) Frank William Tilden, 1916
  socrates charges: Greek Literature in English (Greek 18) Frank William Tilden, 1916
  socrates charges: Socratic Wisdom Hugh H. Benson, 2000 While the early Platonic dialogues
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have often been explored and appreciated for their ethical content, this is the first book devoted
solely to the epistemology of Plato's early dialogues. Author Hugh H. Benson argues that the
characteristic features of these dialogues--Socrates' method of questions and answers (elenchos), his
fascination with definition, his professions of ignorance, and his thesis that virtue is knowledge--are
decidedly epistemological. In this thoughtful study, Benson uncovers the model of knowledge that
underlies these distinctively Socratic views. What emerges is unfamiliar, yet closer to a
contemporary conception of scientific understanding than ordinary knowledge.
  socrates charges: Desiring the Good Katja Maria Vogt, 2017 Desiring the Good defends a
novel and distinctive approach in ethics that is inspired by ancient philosophy. Ethics, according to
this approach, starts from one question and its most immediate answer: what is the good for human
beings?--a well-going human life. Ethics thus conceived is broader than moral philosophy. It includes
a range of topics in psychology and metaphysics. Plato's Philebus is the ancestor of this approach.
Its first premise, defended in Book I of Aristotle's Nicomachean Ethics, is that the final agential good
is the good human life. Though Aristotle introduces this premise while analyzing human activities, it
is absent from approaches in the theory of action that self-identify as Aristotelian. This absence, Vogt
argues, is a deep and far-reaching mistake, one that can be traced back to Elizabeth Anscombe's
influential proposals. And yet, the book is Anscombian in spirit. It engages with ancient texts in
order to contribute to philosophy today, and it takes questions about the human mind to be prior to,
and relevant to, substantive normative matters. In this spirit, Desiring the Good puts forward a new
version of the Guise of the Good, namely that desire to have one's life go well shapes and sustains
mid- and small-scale motivations. A theory of good human lives, it is argued, must make room for a
plurality of good lives. Along these lines, the book lays out a non-relativist version of Protagoras's
Measure Doctrine and defends a new kind of realism about good human lives.
  socrates charges: Mel Gibson's Passion and Philosophy Jorge J. E. Gracia, 2013-11-14 Mel
Gibson’s The Passion of the Christ has become one of the most controversial films ever made, and it
is already a blockbuster of cinematography. Its defenders passionately regard it as one of the most
moving and influential pieces of religious art ever created. But its detractors argue with comparable
vehemence that the violence and gore it contains, its alleged anti-Semitism, a particular take on the
Christian message, and the lack of historical and Biblical accuracy, make it nothing more than a kind
of political propaganda. Father Thomas Rosica hailed as one of the great masterpieces of religious
art, but the secular humanist Paul Kurtz thinks of it as a political weapon in the hands of the
religious right. Film critics are divided in their judgment, giving the film anywhere from no stars to
five stars. Regardless of what one thinks of the film, however, its impact both personal and social is
beyond question.
  socrates charges: Ancient Philosophy: A Companion to the Core Readings Andrew Stumpf,
2018-12-27 Ancient Philosophy: A Companion to the Core Readings is designed as an approachable
guide to the most important and influential works of ancient philosophy. The book begins with a
brief overview of ancient Greek mythology and the pre-Socratic philosophers. It then examines a
number of the most important works from Plato and Aristotle, including Euthyphro, Meno, Republic,
the Categories, the Physics, and the Nicomachean Ethics, before concluding with a brief look at
Hellenistic philosophy and the origins of Neoplatonism. Readers who might otherwise struggle with
the original texts will find an exceedingly helpful guide in Stumpf’s clear explanations and analyses.
Numerous diagrams and images are provided to aid in comprehension.
  socrates charges: Virtue in the Cave Roslyn Weiss, 2008-01-01 One of very few monographs
devoted to Plato's Meno, this study emphasizes the interplay between its protagonists, Socrates and
Meno. It interprets the Meno as Socrates' attempt to persuade his interlocutor, by every device at
his disposal, of the value of moral inquiry-even though it fails to yield full-blown knowledge-and to
encourage him to engage in such inquiry, insofar as it alone makes human life worth living.
  socrates charges: Socratic Philosophy and Its Others Denise Schaeffer, Christopher Dustin,
2013-06-20 The overall aim of the volume is to explore the relation of Socratic philosophizing, as
Plato represents it, to those activities to which it is typically opposed. The essays address a range of



figures who appear in the dialogues as distinct “others” against whom Socrates is contrasted—most
obviously, the figure of the sophist, but also the tragic hero, the rhetorician, the tyrant, and the poet.
Each of the individual essays shows, in a different way, that the harder one tries to disentangle
Socrates’ own activity from that of its apparent opposite, the more entangled they become. Yet, it is
only by taking this entanglement seriously, and exploring it fully, that the distinctive character of
Socratic philosophy emerges. As a whole, the collection sheds new light on the artful ways in which
Plato not only represents philosophy in relation to what it is not, but also makes it “strange” to itself.
It shows how concerns that seem to be raised about the activity of philosophical questioning (from
the point of view of the political community, for example) can be seen, upon closer examination, to
emerge from within that very enterprise. Each of the essays then goes on to consider how Socratic
philosophizing can be defined, and its virtues defended, against an attack that comes as much from
within as from without. The volume includes chapters by distinguished contributors such as
Catherine Zuckert, Ronna Burger, Michael Davis, Jacob Howland, and others, the majority of which
were written especially for this volume. Together, they address an important theme in Plato’s
dialogues that is touched upon in the literature but has never been the subject of a book-length
study that traces its development across a wide range of dialogues. One virtue of the collection is
that it brings together a number of prominent scholars from both political science and philosophy
whose work intersects in important and revealing ways. A related virtue is that it treats more
familiar dialogues (Republic, Sophist, Apology, Phaedrus) alongside some works that are less well
known (Theages, Major Hippias, Minor Hippias, Charmides, and Lovers). While the volume is
specialized in its topic and approach, the overarching question—about the potentially troubling
implications of Socratic philosophy, and the Platonic response—should be of interest to a broad
range of scholars in philosophy, political science, and classics.
  socrates charges: Virtuous Imbalance Francesca Pasquali, 2016-02-24 Which kind of
methodology should political philosophy endorse to jointly meet its theoretical and practical
commitments? Virtuous Imbalance: Political Philosophy between Desirability and Feasibility assesses
three paradigmatic cases to explore and explain political philosophy's attempts to answer this
important question. Rawls's realistic utopianism, Machiavelli's realism, and Plato's utopianism are
examined and explored as Francesca Pasquali presents the proper methodology political philosophy
should endorse when attempting to attain equilibrium between the practical and the theoretical.
These models are investigated with reference to desirability and feasibility; the former concerning
the adequacy of normative principles, the latter the practical possibility of enacting them. Both
realism and utopianism are shown to perform important and relevant functions with utopianism
providing the criteria for judging political practices and realism developing principles for orienting
political actors' conduct. An innovative version of realistic utopianism develops, avoiding the
shortfalls detected in previous formulations whilst presenting a methodological strategy that enables
political philosophy to play a proper public role, without dismissing theoretical concerns.
  socrates charges: The Talking Greeks John Heath, 2005-05-12 When considering the
question of what makes us human, the ancient Greeks provided numerous suggestions. This book
argues that the defining criterion in the Hellenic world, however, was the most obvious one: speech.
It explores how it was the capacity for authoritative speech which was held to separate humans from
other animals, gods from humans, men from women, Greeks from non-Greeks, citizens from slaves,
and the mundane from the heroic. John Heath illustrates how Homer's epics trace the development
of immature young men into adults managing speech in entirely human ways and how in Aeschylus'
Oresteia only human speech can disentangle man, beast, and god. Plato's Dialogues are shown to
reveal the consequences of Socratically imposed silence. With its examination of the Greek focus on
speech, animalization, and status, this book offers new readings of key texts and provides significant
insights into the Greek approach to understanding our world.
  socrates charges: Plato Keith V. Erickson, 2025-01-27
  socrates charges: Direct Internal Quotation in the Gospel of John Jeffrey M. Tripp, 2019-08-02
Do the characters in the Gospel of John quote and re-quote each other, even important sayings of



Jesus? Jeffrey M. Tripp examines this often overlooked feature of the Fourth Gospel in the contexts
of first century pedagogy and literature, as well as early Christian tradition and practices.--Pg. 4 of
cover.
  socrates charges: Plato and the Question of Beauty Drew A. Hyland, 2008-05-28 Drew A.
Hyland, one of Continental philosophy's keenest interpreters of Plato, takes up the question of
beauty in three Platonic dialogues, the Hippias Major, Symposium, and Phaedrus. What Plato meant
by beauty is not easily characterized, and Hyland's close readings show that Plato ultimately gives
up on the possibility of a definition. Plato's failure, however, tells us something important about
beauty—that it cannot be reduced to logos. Exploring questions surrounding love, memory, and ideal
form, Hyland draws out the connections between beauty, the possibility of philosophy, and
philosophical living. This new reading of Plato provides a serious investigation into the meaning of
beauty and places it at the very heart of philosophy.
  socrates charges: Jewish Responsibility for the Death of Jesus in Luke-Acts Jon Weatherly,
1995-01-01 For over a century New Testament scholars have explored the issue of possible
antisemitism in Luke-Acts, especially because the author apparently blames the Jews for the death of
Jesus. This monograph offers a fresh analysis of this question revealing a different emphasis: that
among the Jews only those associated with Jerusalem, especially the Sanhedrin, are responsible for
Jesus' death. Luke's Israel is in fact divided in response to Jesus, not monolithically opposed to him.
Furthermore, the ascription of responsibility to the people of Jerusalem in Acts, widely regarded as a
Lukan creation, in fact is more likely to have been based on sources independent of the synoptics. A
consideration of ancient literature concerned with the deaths of innocent victims further suggests a
likely Sitz im Leben for the transmission of material ascribing responsibility for Jesus' death.
  socrates charges: The Study of Philosophy S. Morris Engel, 2001-10 The Study of Philosophy
provides a comprehensive and engaging introduction to the history of philosophy in the West. S.
Morris Engel walks the reader through the story of philosophy, starting with its nature and origins;
progressing to the central questions emerging from its four main branches of logic, metaphysics,
epistemology, and ethics; and culminating in an overview of modern and contemporary movements,
most notably the philosophy of Wittgenstein and the existentialism of Kirkegaard, Nietzsche, and
Sartre. Carefully crafted supplements enhance the volume, demonstrating for students the relevance
of philosophy to the world and to themselves. A Collegiate Press Book
  socrates charges: Platonic Legislations David Lloyd Dusenbury, 2017-06-09 This book
discusses how Plato, one the fiercest legal critics in ancient Greece, became – in the longue durée –
its most influential legislator. Making use of a vast scholarly literature, and offering original
readings of a number of dialogues, it argues that the need for legal critique and the desire for legal
permanence set the long arc of Plato’s corpus—from the Apology to the Laws. Modern philosophers
and legal historians have tended to overlook the fact that Plato was the most prolific legislator in
ancient Greece. In the pages of his Republic and Laws, he drafted more than 700 statutes. This is
more legal material than can be credited to the archetypal Greek legislators—Lycurgus, Draco, and
Solon. The status of Plato’s laws is unique, since he composed them for purely hypothetical cities.
And remarkably, he introduced this new genre by writing hard-hitting critiques of the Greek ideal of
the sovereignty of law. Writing in the milieu in which immutable divine law vied for the first time
with volatile democratic law, Plato rejected both sources of law, and sought to derive his laws from
what he called ‘political technique’ (politikê technê). At the core of this technique is the question of
how the idea of justice relates to legal and institutional change. Filled with sharp observations and
bold claims, Platonic Legislations shows that it is possible to see Plato—and our own legal
culture—in a new light “In this provocative, intelligent, and elegant work D. L. Dusenbury has posed
crucial questions not only as regards Plato’s thought in the making, but also as regards our
contemporaneity.”—Giorgio Camassa, University of Udine “There is a tension in Greek law, and in
Greek legal thinking, between an understanding of law as unchangeable and authoritative, and a
recognition that formal rules are often insufficient for the interpretation of reality, and need to be
constantly revised to match it. Dusenbury’s book illuminates the sophistication of Plato’s legal



thought in its engagement with this tension, and explores the potential of Plato’s reflection for
modern legal theory.”—Mirko Canevaro, The University of Edinburgh
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What is the meaning of wisdom begin in wonder by socrates?   When Socrates said "Wisdom
begins in wonder," he meant that the pursuit of knowledge starts with a sense of curiosity and awe
about the world. By questioning and
How tall was Plato? - Answers   plato's famous teacher was Socrates. Plato's brother's name was
Glaucon. He was one of Plato's siblings and a character in Plato's famous work, "The Republic."
What are some ancient quotes about the younger generation and   One ancient quote about
the younger generation and their impact on society is from Socrates, who said, "The children now
love luxury; they have bad manners, contempt for
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