social safety net

social safety net programs play a crucial role in modern societies by
providing financial support and essential services to individuals and
families facing economic hardship. These systems are designed to protect
vulnerable populations from poverty, unemployment, and social exclusion,
thereby promoting social stability and economic resilience. The social safety
net encompasses a wide range of initiatives, including unemployment benefits,
food assistance, healthcare, and housing support. Understanding the various
components, benefits, and challenges of social safety nets is essential for
policymakers, economists, and social advocates alike. This article explores
the definition, types, importance, and implementation strategies of social
safety nets, followed by an examination of global examples and future trends
in social protection. Readers will gain a comprehensive overview of how
social safety nets function and their impact on society.
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Definition and Purpose of Social Safety Nets

The social safety net refers to a collection of public programs and policies
aimed at providing support to individuals and households during times of
financial distress or social vulnerability. Its primary purpose is to reduce
poverty, mitigate risks associated with unemployment, illness, or disability,
and promote social inclusion. Social safety nets act as a buffer against
economic shocks, enabling affected populations to maintain a basic standard
of living. These programs are typically government-funded and administered
but may also involve non-governmental organizations or international agencies
in some contexts. By addressing immediate needs and facilitating long-term
economic stability, social safety nets contribute to overall societal welfare
and economic growth.



Types of Social Safety Net Programs

Social safety net programs are diverse and designed to meet varying needs
across populations. They can be broadly categorized into contributory and
non-contributory schemes, with each serving specific target groups.

Non-Contributory Programs

Non-contributory programs provide assistance without requiring prior
contributions from beneficiaries. These are typically funded through general
taxation and are aimed at vulnerable groups such as the poor, elderly,
disabled, or unemployed.

Contributory Programs

Contributory social safety net programs involve beneficiaries making regular
contributions, often through payroll taxes. These schemes include
unemployment insurance, social security pensions, and workers’ compensation,
providing benefits based on prior earnings or contributions.

Common Types of Social Safety Net Initiatives

e Cash Transfers: Direct financial assistance to low-income families or
individuals to support basic needs.

* Food Assistance Programs: Provision of food or subsidies to improve
nutrition among vulnerable populations.

e Unemployment Benefits: Temporary income support for individuals who have
lost their jobs.

e Healthcare Access: Subsidized or free medical services to reduce health-
related financial burdens.

e Housing Support: Assistance with rent or housing costs for low-income
households.

Importance and Benefits of Social Safety Nets

Social safety nets serve several vital functions within society, contributing
to both individual well-being and broader economic stability. Their
importance extends beyond poverty alleviation to include social cohesion and
economic productivity.



Poverty Reduction and Income Security

One of the primary benefits of social safety nets is their capacity to reduce
poverty by providing a minimum level of income security. This support helps
prevent extreme deprivation and allows individuals to meet essential needs
such as food, shelter, and healthcare.

Economic Stabilization

Social safety nets also act as automatic stabilizers during economic
downturns by sustaining consumer demand through continued financial support.
This buffering effect helps soften the impact of recessions and supports
quicker economic recovery.

Promotion of Social Inclusion

By targeting marginalized groups, social safety nets promote social inclusion
and reduce inequalities. These programs can empower disadvantaged
populations, improving access to education, employment, and healthcare
services.

Enhancement of Human Capital

Programs such as conditional cash transfers often encourage behaviors that
improve health and education outcomes, thereby enhancing human capital
development and long-term economic growth.

Implementation and Challenges

Effective implementation of social safety nets requires careful planning,
adequate funding, and efficient administration. Various challenges can impact
the success of these programs, particularly in developing countries.

Targeting and Coverage

One of the main challenges is ensuring that benefits reach the intended
recipients without exclusion or leakage. Accurate targeting mechanisms and
comprehensive coverage are essential to maximize the impact of social safety
nets.

Financial Sustainability

Maintaining sufficient funding for social safety net programs is critical,



especially during economic crises when demand for assistance increases.
Governments must balance fiscal constraints with social protection needs.

Administrative Capacity

Efficient delivery of social safety net benefits depends on robust
administrative systems, including data management, beneficiary
identification, and distribution mechanisms.

Potential Disincentives

There is often concern that social safety nets might reduce incentives to
work or save. Designing programs that encourage employment and self-
sufficiency is a key policy consideration.

Global Examples of Social Safety Nets

Different countries implement social safety nets tailored to their economic
conditions, social structures, and policy priorities. Examining global
examples provides insight into best practices and lessons learned.

United States

The U.S. social safety net includes programs such as Social Security,
Medicare, Medicaid, Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), and
unemployment insurance. These programs collectively provide a broad range of
support for various vulnerable groups.

European Union

European countries typically have extensive social safety nets featuring
universal healthcare, generous unemployment benefits, and comprehensive
pension systems. The European model emphasizes social solidarity and
inclusiveness.

Brazil

Brazil’'s Bolsa Familia program is a well-known conditional cash transfer
scheme that has significantly reduced poverty and improved health and
education outcomes among low-income families.



India

India has implemented multiple social safety net initiatives, including the
public distribution system for food, the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), and targeted cash transfers aimed at
vulnerable populations.

Future Trends in Social Safety Net Policies

Social safety nets continue to evolve in response to changing economic
conditions, demographic shifts, and technological advancements. Emerging
trends reflect efforts to enhance effectiveness and adaptability.

Digitalization and Technology Integration

Incorporating digital technologies can improve targeting accuracy, reduce
administrative costs, and facilitate direct benefit transfers, increasing
transparency and efficiency.

Universal Basic Income (UBI)

UBI proposals, which involve unconditional cash payments to all citizens, are
gaining attention as a potential way to simplify social safety nets and
address automation-related job displacement.

Focus on Inclusivity and Equity

Future policies emphasize reducing disparities by designing social safety
nets that address gender, racial, and regional inequalities more effectively.

Climate Change and Social Protection

As climate-related disasters become more frequent, social safety nets are
increasingly incorporating disaster risk management and resilience-building
components.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a social safety net?

A social safety net is a collection of services and programs designed to
provide financial support and assistance to individuals and families in need,



helping to reduce poverty and economic insecurity.

Why are social safety nets important in modern
economies?

Social safety nets are important because they help protect vulnerable
populations from economic shocks, unemployment, and health crises, ensuring
basic living standards and promoting social stability.

What are common examples of social safety net
programs?

Common examples include unemployment benefits, food assistance programs,
housing subsidies, child support, and healthcare services aimed at low-income
individuals.

How do social safety nets impact poverty reduction?

Social safety nets provide direct financial aid or services that help lift
people out of poverty by meeting their essential needs and enabling them to
invest in education and employment opportunities.

What challenges do governments face in implementing
social safety nets?

Challenges include funding constraints, identifying and reaching eligible
beneficiaries, preventing fraud, and ensuring programs are effective and
sustainable over time.

How has the COVID-19 pandemic influenced social
safety net policies?

The pandemic highlighted the need for robust social safety nets, leading many
governments to expand unemployment benefits, provide emergency cash
transfers, and increase healthcare support to vulnerable populations.

Can social safety nets contribute to economic
growth?

Yes, by stabilizing household incomes and increasing consumer spending during
downturns, social safety nets can stimulate demand and support economic
growth.

What role does technology play in improving social



safety nets?

Technology helps improve the delivery and efficiency of social safety nets
through digital payments, data analytics for targeting beneficiaries, and
reducing administrative costs.

Additional Resources

1. Social Safety Nets and Poverty Reduction

This book explores the role of social safety nets in alleviating poverty
across different regions. It examines various programs such as cash
transfers, food assistance, and public works, analyzing their effectiveness
and challenges. The author offers policy recommendations to enhance the
impact of these interventions.

2. The Politics of Social Safety Nets

Focusing on the political economy behind social safety nets, this book delves
into how governments design and implement welfare programs. It discusses the
influence of political will, budget constraints, and public opinion on social
protection policies. Case studies from developing and developed countries
provide a comparative perspective.

3. Designing Effective Social Safety Nets

This comprehensive guide addresses the principles and best practices for
creating social safety net programs. It covers targeting mechanisms, delivery
systems, and monitoring and evaluation frameworks. The book is intended for
policymakers, practitioners, and development professionals seeking to improve
social protection systems.

4. Social Safety Nets in Developing Countries

This volume analyzes the unique challenges faced by developing countries in
establishing social safety nets. It highlights successful programs and
discusses barriers such as limited fiscal space and administrative capacity.
The book also explores the role of international organizations in supporting
social protection initiatives.

5. The Future of Social Safety Nets

Examining emerging trends and technologies, this book looks at how social
safety nets are evolving in the 21st century. Topics include digital cash
transfers, data-driven targeting, and the integration of social insurance
schemes. The author also considers the impact of economic shocks and climate
change on social protection systems.

6. Social Safety Nets and Economic Resilience

This book investigates the relationship between social safety nets and
economic stability. It argues that effective social protection programs can
mitigate the effects of economic downturns and promote inclusive growth.
Through empirical data, the author demonstrates how safety nets contribute to
resilience at both household and national levels.



7. Gender and Social Safety Nets

Focusing on gender dimensions, this book explores how social safety nets
affect women and men differently. It discusses gender-sensitive program
design and the importance of addressing barriers to access. The book draws on
case studies to highlight best practices that promote gender equality within
social protection frameworks.

8. Social Safety Nets and Child Welfare

This book examines the impact of social safety nets on children's health,
education, and overall well-being. It reviews various programs aimed at
supporting vulnerable children and families. The author emphasizes the
importance of integrated approaches that combine cash assistance with
services like nutrition and schooling.

9. Financing Social Safety Nets

Addressing the fiscal aspects, this book explores sustainable financing
models for social safety nets. It analyzes domestic resource mobilization,
donor funding, and innovative financing mechanisms. The book provides
guidance on balancing cost-effectiveness with adequate coverage and benefit
levels.
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social safety net: Who Cares Christopher Howard, 2022-10-11 In Who Cares, Christopher
Howard focuses on the poor and offers the first comprehensive map of the US social safety net. He
chronicles what Americans say about poverty, and what we do about it, capturing the views of
ordinary citizens, business and labor organizations, churches and other charities, and public
officials. Although the US social safety net is extensive, Howard argues that major gaps remain,
particularly impacting Blacks, Hispanics, and individuals who are not employed full-time.
Emphasizing how we have spent many years investigating the poor, this book also shines a light on
the behavior and views of the non-poor.

social safety net: Testing the Social Safety Net Martha R. Burt, 1985

social safety net: Realizing the Full Potential of Social Safety Nets in Africa Kathleen
Beegle, Aline Coudouel, Emma Monsalve, 2018-07-02 Poverty remains a pervasive and complex
phenomenon in Sub-Saharan Africa. Part of the agenda in recent years to tackle poverty in Africa
has been the launching of social safety nets programs. All countries have now deployed safety net
interventions as part of their core development programs. The number of programs has skyrocketed
since the mid-2000s though many programs remain limited in size. This shift in social policy reflects
the progressive evolution in the understanding of the role that social safety nets can play in the fight
against poverty and vulnerability, and more generally in the human capital and growth agenda.
Evidence on their impacts on equity, resilience, and opportunity is growing, and makes a
foundational case for investments in safety nets as a major component of national development
plans. For this potential to be realized, however, safety net programs need to be significantly
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scaled-up. Such scaling up will involve a series of technical considerations to identify the
parameters, tools, and processes that can deliver maximum benefits to the poor and vulnerable.
However, in addition to technical considerations, and at least as importantly, this report argues that
a series of decisive shifts need to occur in three other critical spheres: political, institutional, and
fiscal. First, the political processes that shape the extent and nature of social policy need to be
recognized, by stimulating political appetite for safety nets, choosing politically smart parameters,
and harnessing the political impacts of safety nets to promote their sustainability. Second, the
anchoring of safety net programs in institutional arrangements t“ related to the overarching policy
framework for safety nets, the functions of policy and coordination, as well as program management
and implementation 1“ is particularly important as programs expand and are increasingly
implemented through national channels. And third, in most countries, the level and predictability of
resources devoted to the sector needs to increase for safety nets to reach the desired scale, through
increased efficiency, increased volumes and new sources of financing, and greater ability to
effectively respond to shocks. This report highlights the implications which political, institutional,
and fiscal aspects have for the choice and design of programs. Fundamentally, it argues that these
considerations are critical to ensure the successful scaling-up of social safety nets in Africa, and that
ignoring them could lead to technically-sound, but practically impossible, choices and designs.

social safety net: The State of Social Safety Nets 2015, 2015 Over the last decade, a policy
revolution has been underway in the developing and emerging world. Country after country is
systematically providing non-contributory transfers to poor and vulnerable people, in order to
protect them against economic shocks and to enable them to invest in themselves and their children.
Social safety nets or social transfers, as these are called, have spread rapidly from their early
prominence in the middle-income countries of Latin America and Europe increasingly to nations in
Africa, Asia and the Middle East - and today, over 130 developing countries have made investments
in social safety nets an important pillar of economic development policies. The statistics and analysis
in The State of Social Safety Nets 2015 capture this revolution, and reveal it in many dimensions at
the country, regional, and international levels. This latest edition of a periodic series brings together
a large body of data that was not previously available, drawing on the World Bank's ASPIRE
database and other sources. Why have so many countries made a firm commitment to incorporate
social safety nets as part of their social and economic policy architecture? Because social safety nets
work. This report also reports on the rigorous evidence that demonstrates their impact, and also
points the way to making them even more efficient and effective at meeting their development goals.
This latest edition of a periodic series brings together a large body of data that was not previously
available, drawing on the World Bank's ASPIRE database and other sources to examine trends in
coverage, spending, and safety nets program performance.

social safety net: Public Works as a Safety Net Kalanidhi Subbarao, Carlo del Ninno, Colin
Andrews, Claudia Rodriguez-Alas, 2012-12-11 A review of the conceptual underpinnings and
operational elements of public works programs around the world., drawing from a rich evidence
base and analyzing previously unassimilated data, to fill a gap in knowledge related to public works
programs, now so popular.

social safety net: Payment modality preferences: Evidence from Ethiopia’s Productive Safety
Net Programme Hirvonen, Kalle, Hoddinott, John F., 2018-10-23 Economists typically default to the
assumption that cash is always preferable to an in-kind transfer. We extend the classic Southworth
(1945) framework to predict under what conditions this assumption holds. We take the model to
longitudinal household data from Ethiopia where a large-scale social safety net intervention - the
Productive Safety Net Programme (PSNP) - operates. Even though most PSNP payments are paid in
cash, and even though the (temporal) transaction costs associated with food payments are higher
than payments received as cash, the overwhelming majority of the beneficiary households prefer
their payments only or partly in food. However, these preferences are neither homogeneous nor
stable. Higher food prices induce shifts in preferences towards in-kind transfers, but more food
secure households and those closer to food markets and to financial services prefer cash. There is



suggestive evidence that preferences for food are also driven by self-control concerns.

social safety net: Safer Homes, Stronger Communities Abhas K. Jha, 2010-01-15 This
handbook is designed to guide public sector managers and development practitioners through the
process of large-scale housing reconstruction after major disasters, based on the experiences of
recent reconstruction programs in Aceh (Indonesia), Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Gujarat (India) and Bam
(Iran).

social safety net: The Static and Dynamic Incidence of Vietnam's Public Safety Net Dominique
Van de Walle, 2002 Using data from the 1992/93 and 1997/98 Viet Nam Living Standard Surveys,
examines to which extent public social welfare programmes are targeted to the poor. Covers social
subsidies, education scholarships, and poverty alleviation income in urban and rural areas.

social safety net: Development and Security in Southeast Asia Carolina G. Hernandez,
2019-07-15 This title was first published in 2003. This three-volume set examines the relationship
between government and civil society in their efforts to define and pursue security. Including the
results of an extensive research program, each volume is organized around one of the three
principal themes - environment, people and globalization, supplying compelling evidence of the
tension between economic change and human well-being. Challenging the conventional wisdom
about the beneficial results of economically induced change, this first volume suggests that too often
the mismanagement of development jeopardizes the security of individuals, families, communities,
and possibly the state, by harming the very environment which is required to sustain both people
and their economic existence. Bringing together an international group of scholars from a variety of
disciplines, this volume is particularly relevant for academic and general research communities in
the areas of social, economic, political and security matters of Southeast Asia.

social safety net: The World Bank Group and the Global Food Crisis The World Bank,
2014-04-24 The unanticipated spike in international food prices in 2007-08 hit many developing
countries hard. This evaluation assesses the effectiveness of the World Bank Group response in
addressing the short-term impacts of the food price crisis and in enhancing the resilience of
countries to future shocks.

social safety net: Colombia Marcelo Giugale, O. Lafourcade, Connie Luff, 2003 Recent
political changes in Colombia have opened up possibilities to think beyond the long-standing conflict
and violence to promote a development agenda, based upon economic growth, social welfare and
environmental protection. This publication contains various policy papers which seek to contribute
to the national debate on options to address these development challenges. The book is intended to
provide the incoming Colombian presidential administration with a comprehensive policy discussion
regarding the country's development agenda.

social safety net: Global food policy report 2023: Rethinking food crisis responses International
Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI), 2023-04-13 This decade has been marked by multiple, often
overlapping, crises. The COVID-19 pandemic, natural disasters, and the ongoing war in Ukraine
have all threatened the fabric of our global food systems. But opportunities can be found amid
crises, and the world’s food systems have demonstrated surprising resilience. With new evidence on
what works, now is the time to rethink how we address food crises. Better prediction, preparation,
and resilience building can make future crises less common and less devastating, and improved
responses can contribute to greater food security, better nutrition, and sustainable livelihoods.

social safety net: Principles of Public Policy Practice Lok Sang Ho, 2012-12-06 Principles of
Public Policy Practice was written with policy makers, concerned citizens, and students of public
policy in mind. Striving to avoid technical language, the author introduces a new paradigm that
starts from the commonality of human nature and the assumption that public policy should be
impartial. Rather than playing the interests of one group versus those of another, he argues
convincingly that public policy should aim at enhancing the ex ante welfare for everyone if everyone
did not know the position or the identity one would assume. Using this conceptual device of the
representative individual, the analysis readily leads to policy implications that are both reasonable
and concrete in diverse areas ranging from health care, crime and punishment to macroeconomic



and financial market stability. The book concludes with a chapter summarizing the various principles
of public policy practice that will meet the challenges of the new millennium. These principles,
certainly of interest to academics in social sciences who are studying public policy, political
economy, international financial systems, and capital markets, should appeal equally to
practitioners, including public policy makers, consultants, advisers, administrators, and public
service trade unions.

social safety net: Africa's Pulse, No. 25, April 2022 Cesar Calderon, Alaine Kabundi, Albert
G. Zeufack, Kaleb Girma Abreha, Megumi Kubota, Dhushyanth Raju, Vijdan Korman, Woubet Kassa,
Solomon Owusu, 2022-04-13 Sub-Saharan Africa's recovery from the pandemic is expected to
decelerate in 2022 amid a slowdown in global economic activity, continued supply constraints,
outbreaks of new coronavirus variants, climatic shocks, high inflation, and rising financial risks due
to high and increasingly vulnerable debt levels. The war in Ukraine has exacerbated the already
existing tensions and vulnerabilities affecting the continent. Given the sources of growth in the
region and the nature of the economic linkages with Russia and Ukraine, the war in Ukraine might
have a marginal impact on economic growth and on overall poverty—as this shock affects mostly the
urban poor and vulnerable people living just above the poverty line. However, its largest impact is
on the increasing likelihood of civil strife as a result of food- and energy-fueled inflation amid an
environment of heightened political instability. The looming threats of stagflation require a
two-pronged strategy that combines short-term measures to contain inflationary pressures and
medium-to-long-term policies that accelerate the structural transformation and create more and
better jobs. In response to supply shocks, monetary policy in the region may prove ineffective to
bring down inflation and other short-run options may be restricted by the lack of fiscal space.
Concessional financing might be key to helping countries alleviate the impact of food and fuel
inflation. Over the medium term, avoiding stagflation may require a combination of actionable
measures that improve the resilience of the economy by shoring up productivity and job creation.
Lastly, ongoing actions to enhance social protection—including dynamic delivery systems for rapid
scalability and shock-sensitive financing—could be strengthened further to improve economic
resilience against shocks and foster investments in productive assets.

social safety net: Diagnosing the Indonesian Economy Hal Hill, Muhammad Ehsan Khan,
Juzhong Zhuang, 2013-10-01 ‘Diagnosing the Indonesian Economy: Toward Inclusive and Green
Growth’ discusses the critical constrains to inclusive economic growth in Indonesia. The volume
includes a broad overview of Indonesia’s development since the 1960s, and features an analytic
framework for the study that aims to identify the most binding constraints. The chapters analyze
macroeconomic management since the Asian financial crisis; the status of Indonesia’s industrial
transformation; the challenges pertaining to Indonesia’s infrastructure; the situation of human
capital and employment; the record on poverty reduction; the impact and status of the
decentralization effort; and the challenges attendant to the country’s environment and natural
resources.

social safety net: Modernizing the Korean Welfare State Dr. Ramesh Mishra, Modernizing
the Korean Welfare State analyzes recent developments in social and public policy in South Korea.
Its focus is the new approach to Korea's system of social protection, known as the productive welfare
paradigm. This volume brings together an international group of scholars to examine the new
paradigm and associated policy developments. In the first part, contributors examine the
significance of the productive welfare paradigm and recent policy developments within a broader
comparative and international perspective. They question the commitment to welfare in the
paradigm, viewing it largely as an example of a global trend towards the enabling state in which
social welfare serves largely economic goals. Other contributors situate the new paradigm in
relation to globalization and its implications for national strategies of social protection developed in
earlier times. The new departure in Korea is compared to European welfare state development, and
contributors find it a bold attempt to fashion a comprehensive welfare state based on social rights.
In the second part, contributors focus on specific issues and policy areas. These include the degree



to which Korea has been following a pro-poor growth policy. They evaluate developments in the area
of unemployment and work injury insurance. They review the progress of policies in the area of
social insurance and assistance, and the American system of income support for low income earners
and its lessons for Korean policymakers. Other contributors review the public pensions system in
Korea, and environmental protection policies are discussed and the impact of those policies on the
poor and people of color, who are disproportionately exposed to environmental hazards. Ramesh
Mishra is emeritus professor of social policy at the School of Social Work, York University, Toronto.
Stein Kuhnle is professor in comparative politics and head of the Department of Comparative Politics
at the University of Bergen, Norway. Neil Gilbert is Chernin Professor of Social Services and Social
Welfare at the University of California, Berkeley, and director of the Center for Comparative Study
of Family Welfare and Poverty Research. Kyungbae Chung is former president of the Korean
Institute for Health and Social Affairs (KIHASA).

social safety net: Modernizing the Korean Welfare State Neil Gilbert, 2019-01-22 Modernizing
the Korean Welfare State analyzes recent developments in social and public policy in South Korea.
Its focus is the new approach to Korea's system of social protection, known as the productive welfare
paradigm. This volume brings together an international group of scholars to examine the new
paradigm and associated policy developments. In the first part, contributors examine the
significance of the productive welfare paradigm and recent policy developments within a broader
comparative and international perspective. They question the commitment to welfare in the
paradigm, viewing it largely as an example of a global trend towards the enabling state in which
social welfare serves largely economic goals. Other contributors situate the new paradigm in
relation to globalization and its implications for national strategies of social protection developed in
earlier times. The new departure in Korea is compared to European welfare state development, and
contributors find it a bold attempt to fashion a comprehensive welfare state based on social rights.
In the second part, contributors focus on specific issues and policy areas. These include the degree
to which Korea has been following a pro-poor growth policy. They evaluate developments in the area
of unemployment and work injury insurance. They review the progress of policies in the area of
social insurance and assistance, and the American system of income support for low income earners
and its lessons for Korean policymakers. Other contributors review the public pensions system in
Korea, and environmental protection policies are discussed and the impact of those policies on the
poor and people of color, who are disproportionately exposed to environmental hazards.

social safety net: Family and New Governance Ok-ky?ng Yang, 2006

social safety net: The Great Rebalancing Michael Pettis, 2014-10-26 How trade imbalances
spurred on the global financial crisis and why we aren't out of trouble yet China's economic growth
is sputtering, the Euro is under threat, and the United States is combating serious trade
disadvantages. Another Great Depression? Not quite. Noted economist and China expert Michael
Pettis argues instead that we are undergoing a critical rebalancing of the world economies.
Debunking popular misconceptions, Pettis shows that severe trade imbalances spurred on the recent
financial crisis and were the result of unfortunate policies that distorted the savings and
consumption patterns of certain nations. Pettis examines the reasons behind these destabilizing
policies, and he predicts severe economic dislocations that will have long-lasting effects.
Demonstrating how economic policies can carry negative repercussions the world over, The Great
Rebalancing sheds urgent light on our globally linked economic future.

social safety net: Key Social Safety Net Laws Alex Acks, 2019-12-15 The idea that the
government should intervene to lift people up from poverty and starvation is relatively new in
America, where until the early twentieth century the misery of workhouses and poorhouses were all
some people could count on. Since the Great Depression and the beginning of Social Security, the
social safety net has expanded to cover more people and try to help them with more problems
including poverty, starvation, homelessness, and lack of health care. With this book, readers will
analyze difficult queries; Whom does the safety net catch? Whom should it catch? Is it enough, oris
it too much? These are questions being hotly debated in the government at all levels now, and the



answers will decide the future of millions of people in America.
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