
societal defense

societal defense is a critical concept in the fields of criminology, law enforcement, and public policy, focused
on protecting the community from criminal behavior and ensuring public safety. This approach emphasizes the
prevention of crime, the rehabilitation of offenders, and the implementation of measures that reduce the risk of
reoffending. Societal defense encompasses various strategies, including legal frameworks, psychological
interventions, and community-based programs designed to safeguard society as a whole. Understanding the
historical development, theoretical foundations, and practical applications of societal defense provides
valuable insight into how modern justice systems strive to balance individual rights with collective security.
This article explores the origins, key principles, methods, and challenges associated with societal defense,
offering a comprehensive overview for policymakers, scholars, and the general public alike. The following
sections will guide readers through the definition and history, theoretical perspectives, practical
implementations, and emerging trends in societal defense.

Definition and Historical Background of Societal Defense

Theoretical Foundations of Societal Defense

Practical Approaches to Societal Defense

Challenges and Criticisms

Future Directions in Societal Defense

Definition and Historical Background of Societal Defense

Societal defense refers to the collective measures and legal mechanisms employed by a society to protect itself
from criminal activities and threats to public order. It involves not only punitive actions but also preventive
and rehabilitative strategies aimed at reducing crime rates and enhancing community safety. Historically,
societal defense has evolved from rudimentary forms of communal protection to complex systems integrating
law enforcement, judicial processes, and social services.

Origins of Societal Defense

The concept of societal defense has roots in ancient legal codes and communal practices where early societies
established norms and sanctions to deter harmful behavior. Over centuries, these ideas developed alongside the
emergence of formal legal systems, particularly with the rise of nation-states in the modern era. The focus
shifted from purely retributive justice to include prevention and rehabilitation as essential components of
societal defense.

Evolution through the 20th Century

In the 20th century, societal defense gained prominence as criminologists and legal scholars emphasized the
importance of protecting society from recidivism and organized crime. The development of psychological and
sociological theories of crime contributed to more nuanced approaches, including offender treatment programs
and community policing models. Legislative reforms also reflected this broader understanding of societal
defense by incorporating mechanisms for early intervention and risk assessment.



Theoretical Foundations of Societal Defense

Understanding societal defense requires examining the theoretical frameworks that justify and guide its
implementation. These theories provide the rationale for balancing the rights of individuals with the need to
maintain public safety and order.

Deterrence Theory

Deterrence theory posits that the threat or application of punishment can prevent individuals from committing
crimes. It underpins many societal defense strategies by emphasizing the importance of clear, consistent legal
consequences to discourage criminal behavior and thereby protect society.

Incapacitation and Prevention

Incapacitation focuses on restricting the freedom of offenders to prevent further harm to society. This
approach supports societal defense by removing dangerous individuals from the community through imprisonment
or other means, thereby reducing the risk of repeated offenses.

Rehabilitation and Social Reintegration

Rehabilitation aims to address the underlying causes of criminal behavior, such as social, psychological, or
economic factors. Societal defense incorporates rehabilitative efforts to transform offenders into law-abiding
citizens, ultimately reducing long-term risks to society and promoting social reintegration.

Practical Approaches to Societal Defense

Implementing societal defense involves a range of strategies that combine legal, social, and institutional
measures to prevent crime and protect the community.

Legal and Institutional Mechanisms

Legal frameworks establish the rules and penalties that define and sanction criminal behavior. Institutions such
as the police, judiciary, and correctional systems are central to enforcing societal defense by investigating
crimes, adjudicating offenders, and managing sentences.

Community-Based Programs

Community programs play a vital role in societal defense by fostering cooperation between law enforcement
and citizens. Initiatives such as neighborhood watch groups, youth outreach programs, and educational
campaigns promote crime prevention and social cohesion.

Psychological and Social Interventions

Psychological assessments and treatment programs target offenders' behavioral issues and mental health
needs. Social interventions, including employment assistance and family support services, address factors that
contribute to criminality, supporting societal defense through holistic offender management.



List of Key Societal Defense Strategies

Legislative reforms and sentencing guidelines

Policing and surveillance technologies

Rehabilitation and therapy programs

Community engagement and crime prevention initiatives

Risk assessment and early intervention methods

Challenges and Criticisms

Despite its importance, societal defense faces several challenges and criticisms related to ethics, effectiveness,
and social impact.

Balancing Security and Individual Rights

One major challenge is ensuring that societal defense measures do not infringe excessively on individual freedoms
and human rights. Practices such as preventive detention or extensive surveillance raise ethical concerns about
privacy and due process.

Effectiveness of Rehabilitation Programs

While rehabilitation is a key component of societal defense, its success rates vary widely depending on program
quality and offender characteristics. Evaluating and improving these programs is essential to reducing
recidivism and enhancing public safety.

Social Inequality and Discrimination

Critics argue that societal defense mechanisms sometimes disproportionately affect marginalized groups,
exacerbating social inequalities. Addressing systemic biases within the justice system is crucial for fair and
effective societal defense.

Future Directions in Societal Defense

The future of societal defense is shaped by advancements in technology, evolving legal standards, and a
growing emphasis on restorative justice and community resilience.

Technological Innovations

Emerging technologies such as artificial intelligence, predictive analytics, and biometric monitoring offer new
tools for crime prevention and offender management. These innovations hold promise but also require careful
regulation to protect civil liberties.



Restorative and Transformative Justice

Restorative justice approaches focus on repairing harm and involving victims, offenders, and communities in the
resolution process. This trend reflects a shift towards more humane and effective societal defense strategies
that prioritize healing over punishment.

Strengthening Community Resilience

Building resilient communities through social support networks, education, and economic opportunities is
increasingly recognized as a foundational element of societal defense. Empowered communities are better equipped
to prevent crime and respond to threats collectively.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is societal defense?

Societal defense refers to strategies and measures implemented by a society to protect itself from various
internal and external threats, including social, political, economic, and cultural challenges.

How does societal defense differ from traditional military defense?

While traditional military defense focuses on protecting a nation from external armed threats through
military means, societal defense encompasses a broader approach that includes strengthening social cohesion,
resilience, and the ability of communities to withstand diverse threats such as disinformation, terrorism, and
economic crises.

Why is societal defense important in modern times?

Societal defense is important today due to the increasing complexity of threats, including cyberattacks,
misinformation, terrorism, and social polarization, which require comprehensive approaches beyond conventional
military defense to ensure national security and social stability.

What are common components of societal defense?

Common components include public education and awareness, community engagement, resilience building,
promoting social cohesion, safeguarding democratic institutions, countering misinformation, and fostering
economic stability.

How can education contribute to societal defense?

Education fosters critical thinking, civic responsibility, and awareness about potential threats, enabling
citizens to recognize and resist propaganda, misinformation, and divisive tactics, thereby strengthening societal
resilience.

What role does social cohesion play in societal defense?

Social cohesion helps create a unified and resilient society where citizens support each other and work
collectively to resist and respond to threats, reducing vulnerability to manipulation and conflict.



How does societal defense address misinformation and disinformation?

Societal defense combats misinformation by promoting media literacy, supporting transparent communication,
encouraging fact-checking, and fostering trust between the public and institutions.

Can societal defense help prevent extremism and radicalization?

Yes, by promoting inclusion, dialogue, and understanding within communities, societal defense initiatives can
reduce the appeal of extremist ideologies and help prevent radicalization.

What is the role of government in societal defense?

Governments play a key role by creating policies that promote social resilience, protecting democratic
processes, investing in education, and coordinating efforts among various sectors to address societal threats
effectively.

How can communities actively participate in societal defense?

Communities can participate by fostering open communication, supporting local initiatives that promote social
cohesion, engaging in civic activities, and staying informed to collectively respond to challenges and threats.

Additional Resources
1. Defending Society: The Role of National Security
This book explores the foundational aspects of national security and its importance in safeguarding a nation's
citizens and infrastructure. It covers topics such as intelligence gathering, military strategy, and emergency
preparedness. Readers gain insight into how governments balance civil liberties with security measures.

2. Community Resilience and Social Defense
Focusing on the power of communities, this book discusses how local populations can build resilience against
various threats, including natural disasters and social unrest. It emphasizes the roles of social networks,
communication, and grassroots initiatives. The work provides practical strategies for enhancing communal
safety.

3. Cybersecurity and the Defense of Society
In an increasingly digital world, this book addresses the challenges posed by cyber threats to societal
infrastructure. It delves into topics such as cyber warfare, data protection, and the role of governments and
private sectors in cybersecurity. The author presents case studies highlighting successful defense mechanisms.

4. Societal Defense in the Age of Terrorism
This book examines the evolving nature of terrorism and the strategies societies employ to counteract terror
threats. It covers intelligence operations, counterterrorism policies, and community engagement efforts. The
analysis includes both global perspectives and local responses.

5. Public Health as a Pillar of Societal Defense
Highlighting the intersection of health and security, this book explores how public health initiatives protect
societies from biological threats and pandemics. It discusses preparedness planning, crisis response, and the role
of international cooperation. Readers learn about the critical importance of health systems in societal
defense.

6. Legal Frameworks and Societal Protection
This text investigates the laws and regulations that underpin societal defense mechanisms. It covers
constitutional rights, emergency powers, and international law related to security. The book offers a
comprehensive understanding of how legal structures support or challenge defense efforts.

7. Environmental Security and Society



Addressing environmental factors that impact societal stability, this book explores issues like climate change,
resource scarcity, and natural disasters. It discusses policies aimed at mitigating environmental risks to
maintain social order and safety. The work encourages interdisciplinary approaches to environmental defense.

8. The Psychology of Societal Defense
This book delves into the psychological aspects influencing societal defense, including public perception of
threats, fear management, and collective behavior during crises. It analyzes how governments and
organizations can foster resilience and cooperation. The insights help in designing effective communication and
intervention strategies.

9. Technological Innovations in Societal Defense
Focusing on cutting-edge technologies, this book examines how advancements such as artificial intelligence,
drones, and surveillance systems contribute to societal defense. It evaluates ethical considerations and
potential risks alongside benefits. The author provides a forward-looking perspective on technology's role in
security.
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  societal defense: Justified Killing Whitley R. P. Kaufman, 2009-01-01 In Justified Killing,
Whitley R. P. Kaufman argues that none of the leading theories adequately explains why it is
permissible even to kill an innocent attacker in self-defense, given the basic moral prohibition
against killing the innocent. Kaufman suggests that such an explanation can be found in the
traditional Doctrine of Double Effect, according to which self-defense is justified because the
intention of the defender is to protect himself rather than harm the attacker.
  societal defense: The Palgrave Handbook on the Philosophy of Punishment Matthew C.
Altman, 2023-03-23 This Handbook provides a comprehensive survey of major topics in the
philosophy of punishment from many of the field’s leading scholars. Key features Presents a history
of punishment theory from ancient times to the present. Evaluates the main proposed justifications
of punishment, including retributivism, general and specific deterrence theories, mixed theories,
expressivism, societal-defense theory, fair play theory, rights forfeiture theory, and the public
health-quarantine model. Discusses sentencing, proportionality, policing, prosecution, and the role
punishment plays in the context of the state. Examines advances in neuroscience and debates about
whether free will skepticism undermines the justifiability of punishment. Considers forgiveness,
restorative justice, and calls to abolish punishment. Addresses pressing social issues such as mass
incarceration, juvenile justice, punitive torture, the death penalty, and “cruel and unusual”
punishment. · With its unmatched breadth and depth, this book is essential reading for scholars who
want to keep abreast of the field and for advanced students wishing to explore the frontiers of the
subject.
  societal defense: Chinese Civil-Military Relations Nan Li, 2010-04-05 This new book
addresses three key issues: What has changed in Chinese civil-military relations? What can account
for changes? And what are the implications for Chinese security policy and strategic behaviour? It
tackles these questions by sharply assessing civil-military dynamics in elite politics; such dynamics
in national security and arms control policy; relations between commanders and political
commissars; relations between the PLA and society; civil-military dynamics regarding defence
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economics and logistics; and such dynamics regarding dual-use technologies and defence industry.
These analyses build into the central theme that the emphasis of Chinese civil-military relations is
shifting from politics to military tasks. This is an extremely important new development by a nation
many predict to become a super power in the twenty-first century. This is therefore essential reading
for all students and scholars of strategic and security studies, Chinese studies and international
relations.
  societal defense: Social Research in the Judicial Process Wallace D. Loh, 1984-09-17 How to
inform the judicial mind, Justice Frankfurter remarked during the school desegregation cases, is one
of the most complicated problems. Social research is a potential source of such information. Indeed,
in the 1960s and 1970s, with activist courts at the forefront of social reform, the field of law and
social science came of age. But for all the recent activity and scholarship in this area, few books
have attempted to create an intellectual framework, a systematic introduction to applied social-legal
research. Social Research in the Judicial Process addresses this need for a broader picture. Designed
for use by both law students and social science students, it constructs a conceptual bridge between
social research (the realm of social facts) and judicial decision making (the realm of social values).
Its unique casebook format weaves together judicial opinions, empirical studies, and original text. It
is a process-oriented book that teaches skills and perspectives, cultivating an informed sensitivity to
the use and misuse of psychology, social psychology, and sociology in apellate and trial adjudication.
Among the social-legal topics explored are school desegregation, capital punishment, jury
impartiality, and eyewitness identification. This casebook is remarkable for its scope, its
accessibility, and the intelligence of its conceptual integration. It provides the kind of
interdisciplinary teaching framework that should eventually help lawyers to make knowledgeable
use of social research, and social scientists to conduct useful research within a legally sophisticated
context.
  societal defense: The Orthocratic State Martin Sicker, 2003-06-30 Sicker argues that it is the
achievement of orthocracy as the motivating concept of the state rather than democracy as its
optimum form that is crucial for mankind in the 21st century, notwithstanding that the widespread
adoption of substantive democracy may be the best currently conceivable means for reaching the
goal of universal responsible statehood. In a critique of much modern political theory, Sicker
reexamines the essential idea of the state as well as its purpose as understood from a variety of
perspectives, a subject that has largely been neglected over the past several decades as a subject of
interest to political theorists in the United States. He then considers the relationship of the state to
its constituents, a subject that leads to a discussion of rights and obligations, and whether that
relationship is defined entirely by the state or whether its constituents are endowed with natural
rights that are independent of the state that the state must take into account in asserting its
authority. This is followed by an extensive discussion of the corollary concepts of generic, social,
political, and economic equality, and concludes with a consideration of some ideas that might serve
as the motivating principles of an orthocratic state. The treatment of equality developed by Sicker
differs in a number of respects from the approach taken in a good deal of modern writing on political
theory, much of which is primarily concerned with the question of individual liberty. However, he
argues equality must necessarily take precedence over liberty in the hierarchy of social values, that
the primary social value is not liberty but equality, and that the claim of a right to individual liberty
is clearly predicated on the presumed equality of men in society. This is a thoughtful analysis that
will be of concern to scholars and students involved with political theory as well as the concerned
citizen.
  societal defense: Review Journal of Political Philosophy, Volume 9 J. Jeremy Wisnewski,
2013-01-16 This journal has been discontinued. Any issues are available to purchase separately.
  societal defense: Does the Pro-Life Worldview Make Sense? Stephen Kershnar, 2017-10-03
This book looks at a family of views involving the pro-life view of abortion and Christianity. These
issues are important because major religious branches (for example, Catholicism and some large
branches of Evangelicalism) and leading politicians assert, or are committed to, the following: (a) it



is permissible to prevent some people from going to hell, (b) abortion prevents some people from
going to hell, and (c) abortion is wrong. They also assert, or are committed to, the following: (d) it is
permissible to use defensive violence to prevent people from killing innocents, (e) doctors who
perform abortions kill innocents, and (f) it is wrong to use defensive violence against doctors who
perform abortions. Stephen Kershnar argues that these and other principles are inconsistent. Along
the way, he explores the ways in which theories of hell, right forfeiture, and good consequences
relate to each other and the above inconsistencies.
  societal defense: The Philosophy of Punishment Anthony Ellis, 2012-05-30 The series, St
Andrews Studies in Philosophy and Public Life originates in the Centre for Ethics, Philosophy and
Public Affairs, University of St Andrews and is under the general editorship of John Haldane. The
series includes monographs, collections of essays and occasional anthologies of source material
representing study in those areas of philosophy most relevant to topics of public importance, with
the aim of advancing the contribution of philosophy in the discussion of these topics. In this volume,
the author sets aside the usual division between theories of punishment that do or do not focus on
retribution. In its place he proposes and explores the distinction between internalist and externalist
theories. The final chapter discusses the deterrent value of punishment.
  societal defense: European Total Defence Gjermund Forfang Rongved, 2025-03-11 This book
analyses the origins, experiences, and challenges of total defence in Europe and comprises a broad
spectrum of national case studies as well as one international organisation – NATO. The topic of total
defence has been brought to the fore by deglobalisation, augmented international tension, the US
pivot to Asia, grey‐zone threats, Covid‐19, and not least by the increased Russian threat during the
2010s, which culminated in the invasion of Ukraine in 2022. The analysis here is based on an
in‐depth analysis of the four major Nordic countries, the Baltic countries, Poland, Ukraine,
Switzerland, and the Netherlands, as well as a perspective from NATO itself. This volume argues
that although the activity that we describe as total defence has many labels and various expressions,
which follow from each country’s own history, geopolitical setting, and strategic culture, some
aspects of it are to be found in most countries. This is because all countries, at least to some extent,
will need their armed forces to rely on civil society in a crisis; however, it is a long way from this to a
full‐fledged total defence concept. With continued international tension, the need to build resilient
societies, and the European need to take more responsibility for its own security in a cost‐efficient
way, this book argues that we should expect total defence to gain importance in the 21st century.
This book will be of much interest to students of security studies, defence studies, European politics,
and International Relations in general.
  societal defense: Taiwan in the Era of Tsai Ing-wen June Teufel Dreyer, Jacques deLisle,
2021-04-25 This book assesses the forces that led to the election of Tsai Ing-wen and the Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP) in 2016 and re-election in 2020, and provides the first comprehensive
treatment of this pivotal period in Taiwan’s politics, policy, and international relations. The
Democratic Progressive Party’s victory in Taiwan’s 2016 presidential and legislative elections
marked several significant turning points. The third peaceful transition of power between political
parties during Taiwan’s democratic era heralded further consolidation of Taiwan’s democracy, and
Tsai Ing-wen’s election gave the Republic of China its first female president. Her administration has
pursued an ambitious agenda of domestic and foreign policy reforms, and has faced challenges that
include steering through economic transitions, addressing contentious issues of social justice,
national identity and cultural change, and navigating an external environment defined by an
increasingly powerful and hostile China, and a more supportive but less predictable United States.
In Taiwan in the Era of Tsai Ing-wen, leading experts from the US and Taiwan chart the progress
and problems of Tsai’s first term and the prospects for Taiwan during her second term and beyond.
As a study of a crucial era of politics in Taiwan, this book will appeal to students and scholars of
Taiwan studies, Political Science, Law, Economics and International Relations.
  societal defense: The Problem of Political Authority Michael Huemer, 2012-10-29 The state
is often ascribed a special sort of authority, one that obliges citizens to obey its commands and



entitles the state to enforce those commands through threats of violence. This book argues that this
notion is a moral illusion: no one has ever possessed that sort of authority.
  societal defense: Secret Weapons Thomas Eisner, Maria Eisner, Melody Siegler, 2007-04-30
Mostly tiny, infinitely delicate, and short-lived, insects and their relatives--arthropods--nonetheless
outnumber all their fellow creatures on earth. How lowly arthropods achieved this unlikely
preeminence is a story deftly and colorfully told in this follow-up to the award-winning For Love of
Insects. Part handbook, part field guide, part photo album, Secret Weapons chronicles the diverse
and often astonishing defensive strategies that have allowed insects, spiders, scorpions, and other
many-legged creatures not just to survive, but to thrive. In sixty-nine chapters, each brilliantly
illustrated with photographs culled from Thomas Eisner's legendary collection, we meet a largely
North American cast of arthropods--as well as a few of their kin from Australia, Europe, and
Asia--and observe at firsthand the nature and extent of the defenses that lie at the root of their
evolutionary success. Here are the cockroaches and termites, the carpenter ants and honeybees, and
all the miniature creatures in between, deploying their sprays and venom, froth and feces,
camouflage and sticky coatings. And along with a marvelous bug's-eye view of how these secret
weapons actually work, here is a close-up look at the science behind them, from taxonomy to
chemical formulas, as well as an appendix with instructions for studying chemical defenses at home.
Whether dipped into here and there or read cover to cover, Secret Weapons will prove invaluable to
hands-on researchers and amateur naturalists alike, and will captivate any reader for whom nature
is a source of wonder.
  societal defense: Europe Alone David Schultz, Aurelija Puraite, Vidmante Giedraityte,
2022-09-28 Since the end of World War II and the breakup of the Soviet Union in 1991, the United
States has taken the lead in maintaining European security through its membership in NATO.
However, the economic and political positions of both the United States and Europe have changed in
the last seventy-five years, leading many to wonder if America is still willing and able to provide for
Europe’s security needs, especially at a time when the Russian Federation has become a more
aggressive military and political player. Europe Alone explores the prospects of European security in
a future when the United States may no longer be a reliable partner. Leading security scholars offer
a multifaceted approach to the changing role and meaning of national security into the future. They
look at European security issues from the perspective of small states and seek to broaden the
concept of security beyond traditional domestic policing or national defense.
  societal defense: Philosophy and Its Public Role William Aiken, John Arthur, Bob Brecher,
Richard Brook, David Carr, James Child, Geoffrey Cupit, Wendy Donner, Anthony Ellis, Daniel
Farrell, Bart Gruzalski, John Haldane, Jonathan Jacobs, Rex Martin, Terence McLaughlin, Andrew
Moore, Lisa Portmess, 2011-10-04 This collection of essays brings together moral, social and
political philosophers from Britain, Canada, New Zealand and the United States who explore a wide
range of issues under the three headings of Philosophy, Society and Culture; Ethics, Economics and
Justice; and Rights, Law and Punishment. The topics discussed range from the public responsibility
of intellectuals to the justice of military tribunals, and from posthumous reproduction to the death
penalty.
  societal defense: Protest, Power, and Change Roger S. Powers, William B. Vogele, Douglas
Bond, Christopher Kruegler, 1997-01-01 Covers tactics, leaders, and famous actions From
Solidarity's passive/aggressive faceoff with communism to the courageous sit-ins and marches of the
Civil Rights Movement, here is the first systematic survey of peaceful confrontations between the
forces for the status quo and the forces for change. All the important events, tactics, and leaders are
covered: Women's suffrage, blockades, IRA hunger strikes, monkey wrenching, Charter 77, the
Clamshell Alliance, Rosa Parks, Leo Tolstoy, Martin Luther King, Lech Walesa, and many more.
Focuses on critical issues Clear, comprehensive, and authoritative, the Encyclopedia examines such
critical contemporary issues as violence, the nature of power, conflict resolution, the mechanisms of
social movements, the application of moral authority, and defines and surveys the underlying
assumptions and prevailing thinking of all activists for change. A practical blueprint for peaceful



protest-the first and only work of its kind For this first systematic treatment of the subject, expert
contributors from around the world have written essays on key persons, events, ideas, works,
institutions , groups, and methods. The result is a primer and practical guide on all aspects of
nonviolent action. There is an introduction, a listing of the entries by category, and a comprehensive
index. Special features: First and only encyclopedia on the subject * Spotlights the most important
peaceful struggles of the 20th century * Examines l04 nonviolent movements, campaigns, and events
* Profiles 70 activists and scholars, including a dozen Nobel Peace Prize laureates * Surveys 42
organizations that have led nonviolent movements * Details 40 methods of peaceful protest
  societal defense: The SAGE Encyclopedia of War: Social Science Perspectives Paul
Joseph, 2016-10-11 Traditional explorations of war look through the lens of history and military
science, focusing on big events, big battles, and big generals. By contrast, The SAGE Encyclopedia
of War: Social Science Perspective views war through the lens of the social sciences, looking at the
causes, processes and effects of war and drawing from a vast group of fields such as communication
and mass media, economics, political science and law, psychology and sociology. Key features
include: More than 650 entries organized in an A-to-Z format, authored and signed by key academics
in the field Entries conclude with cross-references and further readings, aiding the researcher
further in their research journeys An alternative Reader’s Guide table of contents groups articles by
disciplinary areas and by broad themes A helpful Resource Guide directing researchers to classic
books, journals and electronic resources for more in-depth study This important and distinctive work
will be a key reference for all researchers in the fields of political science, international relations and
sociology.
  societal defense: Understanding the Impact of Social Research on the Military Eyal Ben-Ari,
Helena Carreiras, Celso Castro, 2021-11-29 This book seeks to chart and evaluate the impact of
social research on the military itself. By impact, the authors in this volume simply mean that which
has a marked effect or influence on changing military policy, practices, knowledge, skills, behaviour,
or living conditions. The book comprises a series of reflective contributions from scholars who have
conducted research on the military as external scholars with no formal ties to the armed forces, as
native researchers formally linked to them, as well as various kinds of contracted social scientists
enabled by the military to carry out their investigations. The authors were asked to make the
question of the impact of social scientific research on the armed forces an object of study in itself
and to situate their reflections in terms of wider analytical questions. As a result, the chapters can
be divided, broadly speaking, into two types of orientation: some are centered on theoretical and
analytical issues, while others focus on the researchers’ lived experiences. This book will be of
interest to students of military studies, sociology, organisational studies, psychology and political
science.
  societal defense: Killing by Remote Control Bradley Jay Strawser, 2013-04-29 The increased
military employment of remotely operated aerial vehicles, also known as drones, has raised a wide
variety of important ethical questions, concerns, and challenges. Many of these have not yet
received the serious scholarly examination such worries rightly demand. This volume attempts to fill
that gap through sustained analysis of a wide range of specific moral issues that arise from this new
form of killing by remote control. Many, for example, are troubled by the impact that killing through
the mediated mechanisms of a drone half a world away has on the pilots who fly them. What
happens to concepts such as bravery and courage when a war-fighter controlling a drone is never
exposed to any physical danger? This dramatic shift in risk also creates conditions of extreme
asymmetry between those who wage war and those they fight. What are the moral implications of
such asymmetry on the military that employs such drones and the broader questions for war and a
hope for peace in the world going forward? How does this technology impact the likely successes of
counter-insurgency operations or humanitarian interventions? Does not such weaponry run the risk
of making war too easy to wage and tempt policy makers into killing when other more difficult
means should be undertaken? Killing By Remote Control directly engages all of these issues. Some
essays discuss the just war tradition and explore whether the rise of drones necessitates a shift in



the ways we think about the ethics of war in the broadest sense. Others scrutinize more specific uses
of drones, such as their present use in what are known as targeted killing by the United States. The
book similarly tackles the looming prospect of autonomous drones and the many serious moral
misgivings such a future portends. A path-breaking volume! BJ Strawser, an internationally known
analyst of drone ethics, has assembled a broad spectrum of civilian and military experts to create the
first book devoted to this hot-button issue. This important work represents vanguard thinking on
weapon systems that make headlines nearly every day. It will catalyze debates policy-makers and
military leaders must have in order to preserve peace and protect the innocent. - James Cook,
Department Chair/Head of Philosophy, US Air Force Academy The use of 'drones' (remotely piloted
air vehicles) in war has grown exponentially in recent years. Clearly, this evolution presages an
enormous explosion of robotic vehicles in war - in the air, on the ground, and on and under the sea.
This collection of essays provides an invaluable contribution to what promises to be one of the most
fundamental challenges to our assumptions about ethics and warfare in at least the last century. The
authors in this anthology approach the ethical challenges posed by these rapidly advancing
technologies from a wide range of perspectives. Cumulatively, they represent an essential overview
of the fundamental ethical issues involved in their development. This collection makes a key
contribution to an urgently needed dialogue about the moral questions involved. - Martin L. Cook,
Adm. James B. Stockdale Professor of Professional Military Ethics, Professor Leadership & Ethics,
College of Operational & Strategic Leadership, U.S. Naval War College
  societal defense: Critical Infrastructure Protection Against Hybrid Warfare Security
Related Challenges A. Niglia, 2016-10-12 Hybrid conflicts are characterized by multi-layered
efforts to undermine the functioning of the State or polarize society. This book presents results,
recommendations and best practices from the NATO Advanced Research Workshop (ARW) Critical
Infrastructure Protection Against Hybrid Warfare Security Related Challenges, held in Stockholm,
Sweden, in May 2016. The main objective of this workshop was to help and support NATO in the
field of hybrid conflicts by developing a set of tools to deter and defend against adversaries
mounting a hybrid offensive. Addressing the current state of critical infrastructure protection (CIP)
and the challenges evolving in the region due to non-traditional threats which often transcend
national borders – such as cyber attacks, terrorism, and attacks on energy supply – the widely
ranging group of international experts who convened for this workshop provided solutions from a
number of perspectives to counter the new and emerging challenges affecting the security of
modern infrastructure. Opportunities for public-private partnerships in NATO member and partner
countries were also identified. The book provides a highly topical resource which identifies common
solutions for combating major hazards and challenges – namely cyber attacks, terrorist attacks on
energy supply, man-made disasters, information warfare and maritime security risks – and will be of
interest to all those striving to maintain stability and avoid adverse effects on the safety and
well-being of society.
  societal defense: Psychology Don H. Hockenbury, Sandra E. Hockenbury, 2005-04-08 More
than any other textbook, Don and Sandra Hockenbury's Psychology relates the science of psychology
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