
stop being a doormat

stop being a doormat is a powerful call to action for anyone who feels
overwhelmed by others' demands or manipulated into neglecting their own
needs. This article explores effective strategies to help individuals
establish healthy boundaries, build self-respect, and assert themselves
confidently without guilt. Understanding the psychological and social
dynamics that lead to submissive behavior is essential for transformation.
Readers will learn how to identify signs of being a doormat, develop
assertiveness skills, and cultivate a mindset that prioritizes personal well-
being. Additionally, practical tips for handling difficult people and
maintaining boundaries in various settings are provided. By integrating these
approaches, overcoming patterns of passivity becomes achievable, fostering
healthier relationships and improved self-esteem. The following sections
delve into these topics in detail to guide readers on their journey toward
empowerment.

Understanding the Doormat Syndrome

Recognizing Signs You Are Being a Doormat

Building Assertiveness and Confidence

Establishing and Maintaining Healthy Boundaries

Dealing with Difficult People Effectively

Developing a Self-Respect Mindset

Understanding the Doormat Syndrome
The term "doormat syndrome" refers to a behavioral pattern where individuals
consistently allow others to take advantage of them, often at the expense of
their own needs and feelings. This submissive behavior can stem from various
psychological factors, including low self-esteem, fear of conflict, or a
strong desire for approval. People exhibiting doormat tendencies often
struggle to say no, prioritize others over themselves, and feel guilty when
asserting their own rights. Recognizing the underlying causes is crucial for
initiating change. These patterns can affect personal relationships, work
environments, and overall mental health, leading to stress, resentment, and
dissatisfaction.



Psychological Roots of Being a Doormat
Many individuals who find themselves in the doormat role do so due to deep-
seated psychological issues such as childhood conditioning, trauma, or
learned helplessness. For example, people raised in environments where their
opinions were dismissed may internalize the belief that their needs are less
important. Similarly, avoiding conflict to maintain peace or receive
validation can reinforce submissive behavior. Understanding these roots
enables one to approach change with compassion and realistic expectations.

Impact on Personal and Professional Life
Allowing oneself to be a doormat can have far-reaching consequences in both
personal and professional spheres. In relationships, it may lead to
imbalance, lack of respect, and emotional exhaustion. In the workplace, it
can result in being overlooked for promotions, assigned excessive workloads,
or enduring unfair treatment. Long-term effects include decreased self-worth
and increased anxiety or depression. Recognizing these impacts encourages
proactive steps toward healthier interaction patterns.

Recognizing Signs You Are Being a Doormat
Identifying whether one is behaving like a doormat is the first step to
change. Several signs indicate submissive or overly accommodating behavior
that undermines personal boundaries. Awareness of these signs helps
individuals take responsibility for their actions and seek improvement.
Common indicators include difficulty saying no, apologizing excessively, and
feeling responsible for others’ emotions at the expense of one’s own.

Common Behavioral Indicators
Typical behaviors associated with being a doormat include:

Frequently agreeing to requests despite personal inconvenience

Suppressing opinions to avoid disagreement or rejection

Feeling anxious or guilty when setting limits

Allowing others to interrupt or dominate conversations

Neglecting self-care to accommodate others’ needs



Emotional and Physical Symptoms
Being a doormat may also manifest through emotional distress such as chronic
stress, frustration, or low mood. Physically, individuals may experience
fatigue, headaches, or other stress-related symptoms. These signs reflect the
toll that constant self-sacrifice and lack of assertiveness take on overall
well-being. Recognizing these symptoms can motivate change toward healthier
behaviors.

Building Assertiveness and Confidence
Assertiveness is the ability to express one’s thoughts, feelings, and needs
directly and respectfully without violating others’ rights. Developing
assertiveness is essential for those seeking to stop being a doormat. It
involves balancing confidence with empathy and learning communication
techniques that promote mutual respect. Increasing self-confidence supports
assertiveness by reducing fear of rejection or conflict.

Techniques to Enhance Assertiveness
Effective strategies to build assertiveness include:

Using “I” statements: Express feelings and needs clearly, e.g., “I feel
overwhelmed when…”

Practicing saying no: Politely declining requests that overextend
personal capacity

Setting clear expectations: Communicating limits and following through
consistently

Maintaining appropriate body language: Eye contact, upright posture, and
calm tone

Role-playing scenarios: Rehearsing assertive responses in safe
environments

Building Self-Confidence
Self-confidence underpins assertive behavior. Techniques to enhance
confidence include positive self-talk, setting and achieving small goals, and
surrounding oneself with supportive individuals. Celebrating progress and
learning from setbacks also contribute to sustained confidence growth. Over
time, increased self-esteem reduces dependence on external approval and
empowers individuals to advocate for themselves.



Establishing and Maintaining Healthy Boundaries
Healthy boundaries define where one person ends and another begins,
protecting individual autonomy and emotional well-being. People who stop
being doormats learn to set and maintain boundaries that prevent exploitation
or disrespect. Boundary-setting requires clarity about one’s values and
limits, as well as consistent enforcement even in challenging situations.

Types of Boundaries
Boundaries can be categorized into several types, including:

Physical boundaries: Personal space and physical touch

Emotional boundaries: Protecting feelings and emotional energy

Time boundaries: Allocating time for self versus obligations

Intellectual boundaries: Respecting differing opinions and thoughts

Material boundaries: Managing possessions and financial resources

Strategies for Maintaining Boundaries
Maintaining boundaries involves clear communication, consistency, and
sometimes, saying no firmly. It may require addressing boundary violations
promptly and calmly. When boundaries are respected, relationships become
healthier and more balanced. If boundaries are repeatedly ignored, it may be
necessary to reevaluate the relationship dynamics or seek external support.

Dealing with Difficult People Effectively
Individuals who tend to be doormats often face challenges when interacting
with difficult people who test their limits. Learning how to handle such
interactions without compromising personal boundaries is critical. This
requires emotional regulation, strategic communication, and sometimes
assertive confrontation.

Identifying Difficult Behavior
Difficult people may exhibit traits such as manipulation, criticism,
entitlement, or aggression. Recognizing these behaviors early helps in
preparing appropriate responses. Understanding that these behaviors reflect
the other person’s issues rather than one’s worth reduces emotional



reactivity.

Effective Responses to Difficult People
Techniques for managing difficult interactions include:

Maintaining calm and composed demeanor

Using assertive communication to express boundaries

Limiting exposure or disengaging when necessary

Seeking support from trusted individuals or professionals

Documenting interactions in professional settings to protect oneself

Developing a Self-Respect Mindset
Self-respect is fundamental to stopping the pattern of being a doormat. It
involves valuing oneself regardless of external validation and recognizing
one’s inherent worth. Cultivating self-respect changes how individuals allow
others to treat them and influences the quality of relationships they
maintain.

Practices to Foster Self-Respect
Building a self-respect mindset includes:

Engaging in regular self-reflection to understand personal values and1.
needs

Prioritizing self-care activities that promote physical and mental2.
health

Setting realistic expectations and forgiving oneself for imperfections3.

Surrounding oneself with positive and respectful people4.

Celebrating achievements and learning from mistakes without harsh self-5.
criticism



Long-Term Benefits of Self-Respect
Developing self-respect leads to improved emotional resilience, healthier
relationships, and greater life satisfaction. Individuals who respect
themselves are less likely to tolerate mistreatment and more likely to pursue
goals aligned with their true desires. This transformation supports sustained
personal growth and empowerment.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does it mean to stop being a doormat?
Stopping being a doormat means learning to set boundaries, assert yourself,
and not allow others to take advantage of your kindness or willingness to
please.

Why do people often become doormats in
relationships?
People may become doormats due to low self-esteem, fear of conflict, desire
for approval, or past experiences that taught them to prioritize others'
needs over their own.

What are some signs that you are being a doormat?
Signs include constantly saying yes to others at your own expense, avoiding
confrontation, feeling resentful, and neglecting your own needs or desires.

How can I start setting boundaries to stop being a
doormat?
Begin by identifying your limits, communicating them clearly and
respectfully, practicing saying no, and being consistent in enforcing those
boundaries.

Is it rude to stop being a doormat?
No, setting boundaries and standing up for yourself is not rude; it’s a
healthy way to ensure mutual respect in relationships.

How can I build self-confidence to stop being a
doormat?
Focus on positive self-talk, celebrate your achievements, practice
assertiveness, seek support from trusted friends or professionals, and engage
in activities that make you feel empowered.



Can therapy help me stop being a doormat?
Yes, therapy can provide tools to improve self-esteem, develop assertiveness
skills, and address underlying issues contributing to people-pleasing
behavior.

What are effective ways to say no without feeling
guilty?
Use polite but firm language, explain briefly if needed, remember your right
to prioritize yourself, and practice saying no in low-stakes situations to
build confidence.

How does stopping being a doormat improve mental
health?
It reduces stress and resentment, improves self-worth, fosters healthier
relationships, and leads to a greater sense of control and well-being.

Can stopping being a doormat help in the workplace?
Absolutely, setting boundaries at work can prevent burnout, improve
professional relationships, and lead to greater job satisfaction and
productivity.

Additional Resources
1. Assertiveness: How to Stand Up for Yourself and Still Win the Respect of
Others
This book offers practical strategies to develop assertiveness skills,
helping readers communicate their needs and boundaries clearly and
confidently. It emphasizes the importance of self-respect and teaches
techniques to say no without guilt. Ideal for those who struggle with people-
pleasing tendencies and want to regain control over their interactions.

2. The No More Doormat Handbook: Reclaim Your Power and Say No with
Confidence
Focused on empowering individuals to break free from passive behavior, this
handbook provides straightforward advice on setting limits and standing firm.
It addresses common fears around confrontation and offers exercises to build
self-esteem. Readers will learn how to protect their energy and prioritize
their well-being without feeling selfish.

3. Boundaries: When to Say Yes, How to Say No to Take Control of Your Life
Dr. Henry Cloud and Dr. John Townsend explore the critical role boundaries
play in healthy relationships and personal growth. This book teaches readers
how to identify unhealthy dynamics and establish clear limits to avoid being
taken advantage of. It blends psychological insights with practical tools to



foster respect and autonomy.

4. Stop Being a Doormat: How to Stand Up for Yourself and Assert Your Needs
A straightforward guide for those tired of being overlooked or walked over,
this book helps readers recognize patterns of submissiveness. It offers
actionable steps to build confidence, communicate assertively, and cultivate
self-worth. The author includes real-life examples and exercises to reinforce
positive change.

5. The Power of No: Because One Little Word Can Bring Health, Abundance, and
Happiness
This book delves into the transformative power of the word "No" and its role
in creating balance and respect in life. It encourages readers to embrace
saying no as a form of self-care and boundary-setting. Through inspiring
stories and practical advice, it helps readers overcome guilt and assert
their priorities.

6. Stop People Pleasing: How to Start Saying No, Set Healthy Boundaries, and
Express Yourself
Aimed at chronic people-pleasers, this book addresses the root causes of
approval-seeking behavior. It guides readers through the process of self-
discovery and teaches techniques to express their true feelings without fear.
Readers will find encouragement to prioritize their needs and build authentic
relationships.

7. Unleash Your Inner Warrior: Overcoming Passivity to Take Charge of Your
Life
This motivational book inspires readers to break free from passive roles and
embrace assertive action. It combines psychology and personal development
principles to help individuals reclaim their voice and power. The author
provides exercises to boost confidence and foster resilience in challenging
situations.

8. Say No Without Guilt: Mastering the Art of Assertive Refusal
This book focuses on the delicate balance of declining requests while
maintaining healthy relationships. It teaches readers how to communicate
refusals firmly yet kindly, avoiding resentment or misunderstandings.
Practical scripts and examples make it easier to apply assertive refusal in
daily life.

9. Empowered: A Guide to Standing Tall and Living Authentically
Empowered encourages readers to embrace their true selves and reject the
habit of self-sacrifice for others’ approval. It offers insights into
building self-confidence and creating a life aligned with personal values.
Through empowering stories and exercises, the book helps readers move from
passivity to purposeful living.
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  stop being a doormat: How to Be a Hottie Romy Miller, 2010 Wanna be a Hottie? Here is how!
In How to Be a Hottie: Become Uniquely, Irresistibly You and Attract Men Like Crazy!, Romy Miller
explores what it takes to become the woman every man wants and every woman wants to be. Its not
about changing yourself, but finding that inner hottie all women possess and bringing her to the
forefront. Its about getting what you want and loving what you have. Its about being a hottie and
that means loving yourself and loving your life. How to Be a Hottie: Become Uniquely, Irresistibly
You and Attract Men Like Crazy! is the book for the woman who wants to take control of her life and
become the woman men want. If you are ready to be a hottie, this is the perfect place to start.
  stop being a doormat: ,
  stop being a doormat: End of the Alphabet Fleur Beale, 2012-10-01 In this coming-of-age
novel by the award-winning YA author Fleur Beale, Ruby is about to discover that she has more
backbone than she ever knew . . . Ruby Yarrow is 14 and she's the good girl who helps her mum. She
cooks, she looks after the little ones and she would rather do all the work herself than make her
brother Max help as he's meant to. That's okay with Ruby because she knows her mum loves her and
relies on her. But it's not okay with Ruby's best friend Tia. 'You know what, Ruby Yarrow,' Tia yells,
'I'm not talking to you until you stop being a doormat.' That gets to Ruby. But how do you stop being
a doormat? How do you get some backbone and start standing up for yourself? She can't even get
her own bedroom, so why does she think she could get accepted for the school trip to Brazil? But Tia
has made her start thinking - and things will never be the same again for Ruby. Or her family.
  stop being a doormat: Marriage Trap Conrad Riker, 101-01-01 Are you tired of being treated
like a second-class citizen in a society that favors women? Do you feel trapped in a marriage where
you’re the provider but not the lover? Are you worried about losing everything in a divorce? This
book is your wake-up call. It’s time to see the truth about women’s dual mating strategy, hypergamy,
and emotional manipulation. Learn how to protect yourself from the marriage plantation and reclaim
your power as a man. Inside this book: - Discover the hidden truths about women’s sexual strategy
and how it affects your relationships. - Learn how to spot the signs of monkeybranching and avoid
being the stepping stone in a woman’s life. - Understand the role of hypergamy in modern dating
and how to use it to your advantage. - Find out how to pass women’s shit tests with confidence and
humor. - Recognize the emotional terrorism that women use to control men and how to disarm it. -
Get practical advice on protecting yourself legally and financially before marriage. - Learn how to
navigate the double bind of masculinity and stay true to yourself. - Discover the importance of male
solidarity and mentorship in a gynocentric society. If you want to break free from the marriage trap
and take control of your life, then buy this book today. It’s time to wake up, man up, and reclaim
your power.
  stop being a doormat: Broken Since Birth! GEOFFREY PECKITT, 2021-11-16 We have a
‘Relationship’ with each person we interact with each day on a Personal Basis. Be it at Work, in a
Business, Social situation, at the Store Checkout, or at home in our Close Personal life. And for their
success each of our relationships depend on our ‘Self Perception’, and whether we unconsciously
perceive ourselves to be Acceptable, Loveable and Worthwhile to the person we are relating to at
any given point in time. This book is a product of the Authors personal life Journey, the personal
courses and studies he has undertaken, and all the people he has had the privilege work with along
his journey. And still, there is more to learn about Human Relationships.
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  stop being a doormat: The Announcement Michael J. Gajda, 2014-02-04 You drive down a road
for the hundredth time and notice a house you've never noticed before. You look at a picture and
never saw that green spot before. You pick veggies or fruit and think you've cleared the area, then
go back and see all the ones you missed. It's all in your point of view. There's a new perspective, a
different angle — and you see things differently. And that's where The Announcement comes in. It
provides that different point of view, that new perspective, that different angle, and does so with a
purpose, It's for anyone who would like to see the world be a better place, but will challenge your
ideas of what better is. And when you're done, and have had a chance to absorb The Announcement,
think of others who would hate this book. Then give it to them and cajole, bribe, beg or whatever you
have to do to get them to read it, because they are the ones who desperately need it. Bill Sturk,
artist and musician
  stop being a doormat: Escaping the Shithole M. W. Sphero, 2009-06-22 Sphero offers a
step-by-step manual for moving from a bad neighborhood to a better one while avoiding the pitfalls
of purchasing, selling, or renting.
  stop being a doormat: Only Sally Ann Katharine Kavanaugh, 1929
  stop being a doormat: English for the Sciences of the Mind and the Brain. Neuroscience/s,
Cognitive, Linguistic and Social Studies Lucia Abbamonte, Orsola Petillo, 2015
  stop being a doormat: Film Voices Gerald Duchovnay, 2012-02-01 This collection of
interviews brings together major Hollywood directors and actors, independent filmmakers,
screenwriters, and others to discuss the art, craft, and business of making movies. Whether it be
Clint Eastwood or Francis Ford Coppola, Vittorio Storaro or Dede Allen, these filmmakers detail how
they strive for quality, the price they pay to do so, and how new technologies and the business
aspects of filmmaking impact all aspects of their creativity. Taken together, the interviews reveal
much about filmmaking practices in and out of Hollywood. The interviewees include Dede Allen,
Robert Altman, Jamie Babbit, Don Bluth, Francis Ford Coppola, Robert Downey Sr., Clint Eastwood,
Atom Egoyan, Horton Foote, Stephen Frears, Barbara Hammer, Louis Malle, Sydney Pollack, Oliver
Stone, Vittorio Storaro, Paul Verhoeven, and James Woods. Contributors include Leo Braudy,
Wheeler Winston Dixon, Gerald Duchovnay, Gwendolyn Audrey Foster, Lester D. Friedman, Ric
Gentry, Peter Harcourt, Wade Jennings, Robert P. Kolker, Richard A. Macksey, Mark Crispin Miller,
Chris Shea, Scott Stewart, and Gerald C. Wood.
  stop being a doormat: Picking A Wife Conrad Riker, 101-01-01 She’s Not Broken — You Just
Don’t Know How to Calibrate Her Why do smart men keep picking emotionally unstable women?
Why does she act one way when you meet, and another after she locks you in? Why do you feel like
you’re walking on eggshells — while she throws the damn carton? You’re not alone. And it’s not your
fault — but it is your responsibility. - Women are not men: biologically, psychologically, and
spiritually wired for hypergamy, emotion, and status evaluation — not loyalty or logic - Love is not
the problem — blind sentimentality is, and it’s killing masculine purpose in the West - Feminism isn’t
a movement — it’s a collective shit test, weaponized and scaled across culture to destroy male
authority - Emotionalism in women is not “cute” or “passionate” — it’s high-maintenance chaos
dressed up as authenticity - Your kindness is being punished, not rewarded — because weakness
looks like virtue to a woman trained to dominate - You were taught to “communicate” and “validate”
— but she’s judging your backbone, not your vocabulary - Women don’t respect equality — they
respect hierarchy, and they will always test to see if you deserve the top - God designed woman as a
helper, not a boss — and when she rules, creation order is inverted, and men pay the price If you
want to stop being a doormat, reclaim your masculine frame, and build a real marriage with a
woman who respects — not drains — you, then buy this book today.
  stop being a doormat: My Book Is My Story LA Virgil-Maldonado, 2013-03-07 This book is a
poetic journey comprised of mini chapters resembling a modern day Biblical Psalms. Like Psalms,
this is a writers deepest expressions, sincerest conversations with God and the depiction of hope in
Him. Despite the mess ups, there is true repentance, and compassion for us as individuals and
moreover as a human race. The Holy Spirit has guided me and God has sustained my life so that I



can proclaim His works. Although some may see this as controversial I plead with you to be non
judgmental for these are my encounters, stories, accounts, events and thoughts that many
experience but are afraid of expressing in fear of being seen as odd. Hopefully as you journey with
me you will realize that we are more of the same than different, especially when we recognize that it
is all about being led by our Creator. When in doubt I dare you to try Him out! Take the challenge
and surrender to that which already lies within you, just turn on that light switch, who I call friend,
guide, comforter, vindicator and most of all partner. Put your seatbelt on and embrace my limitless
journey with the Holy Spirit!
  stop being a doormat: Modern World's Bullshit Jonathan Karipetzek, 2025-01-08 STOP LIVING
SOMEONE ELSE’S LIES AND TAKE BACK YOUR LIFE. Are you exhausted from trying to meet
everyone else’s expectations? Tired of the hustle, the guilt, and the endless grind? Done with being
treated like a doormat at work, in relationships, and by society? This book doesn’t sugarcoat
anything—it’s your no-BS guide to cutting through the crap and reclaiming your time, energy, and
self-respect. In this brutally honest and raw manifesto, you’ll discover how to: Reject the lies you’ve
been told about success, productivity, and self-worth. Spot the manipulative traps in hustle culture,
toxic positivity, and fake self-care. Set boundaries without apologizing—and stick to them. Burn
down the toxic narratives keeping you stuck and build a life that’s truly yours. This isn’t another
feel-good self-help book filled with empty platitudes. It’s a call to action for anyone ready to break
free from the bullshit and start living on their own terms. No fluff. No filters. Just the truth you need
to finally put yourself first. If you’re tired of being used, overlooked, and undervalued, this book will
show you how to stand up, speak up, and live unapologetically. Your life, your rules. It’s time to cut
the crap. Perfect for readers of no-nonsense self-help, workplace culture critiques, and anyone who’s
ready to shake things up. Grab your copy now and start the revolution.
  stop being a doormat: Toxic People Tim Cantopher, 2017-11-09 A brilliant book about how we
identify the often-charming people who only spread misery.' Jeremy Vine, BBC Radio 2 Highly
Commended in the BMA Medical Book Awards 2018 Some people are so stressful, they can actually
make us ill. Gameplayers, bullies, users and abusers – all pose a risk to our health and welfare if we
don’t take action. This book presents the tools we need to deal with the toxic people in our lives who
drain our energy. It explains how to make healthy relationship choices, set proper boundaries and
recognize the red flags that should alert us to avoid certain people. Topics include: toxic types and
how to identify them dangerous people – aggressors, sadists and psychopaths understanding why
others behave as they do toxic families toxic places, including where you work how to protect
yourself choosing your friends carefully vital principles for coping with toxicity If you’re surrounded
by the takers of this world, read this book and gain the freedom to make your own choices and live
your own life.
  stop being a doormat: Secrets of How to Look and Feel Younger for the Infinite Being
Clinton Fong, 2010-02-03 If youâ€™ve ever wondered if looking and feeling younger was actually
possible, and not just living the pretense of youth with cosmetics, face creams, herbal remedies or
the like, then this book will take you on a journey of exploration, self discovery, and to what you
know could be a possibility for you and your body.This book takes you out of human reality to meet
you the infinite being where the possibilities of magic exist.When we define ourselves as human, we
limit ourselves with the definitions of what a human is. When we allow ourselves to be infinite, we
allow greater possibilities to show up for us. When weâ€™re truly being us, we change our world
into a playground of magical possibilities.This book is aimed at increasing the awareness of you with
the awareness of your body, and with the life you live. Looking and feeling younger is a byproduct of
being more conscious, more aware, being truly orgasmically happy and joyful with you, your body,
your life, and your environment.
  stop being a doormat: You Can't Make This Stuff Up Theresa Caputo, 2014-09-30 The host
of Long Island Medium relates the wisdom she has gleaned from spirit and client readings, sharing
insights into spiritual concepts and everyday challenges.
  stop being a doormat: You Care Too Much Carl Vernon, 2019-01-08 The insecurity, worry,



self-doubt and social anxiety that come with caring too much about what people think can be
overwhelming. Does this mean you should go and live a solitary life in the hills, away from people
and the BS that comes with them? No. There is a better way. From bestselling author Carl Vernon,
You Care Too Much is a no-holds-barred wake-up call about what social anxiety really is, how it
affects you, and what you can do about it. It will teach you to bring out your new ‘can’t care’
mentality, turning your anxiety and self-doubt into confidence and self-control. • Discover why you
care too much – and why it’s doing you no good. • Ditch your insecurity and self-consciousness and
be yourself. • Control your need for approval from others. • Cut out the anxiety, worry and
self-doubt others cause you. • Learn how to spot and deal with toxic people – so you can stop them
from walking all over you. It’s time to find freedom by getting the tools and answers you need to
care a lot less about what people think.
  stop being a doormat: The Snakes Sadie Jones, 2019-06-25 “The Snakes is many things—a
parable and an ancient drama where a father’s greed devours his children, a police procedural, an
avid take on tabloid venality, and a bitter comedy, superbly observed, where behind a woman’s eyes
she is ‘all movement inside herself, like a wasp in a glass.’ I admit that I’m still shaken by parts of
this novel. Sadie Jones writes with pitiless aplomb and corrosive intelligence.”—Louise Erdrich A
chilling page-turner and impossible to put down, THE SNAKES is Sadie Jones at her best:
breathtakingly powerful, brilliantly incisive, and utterly devastating. The new novel by Sadie Jones
tells the tense and violent story of the Adamsons, a dysfunctional English family, with exceptional
wealth, whose darkest secrets come back to bite them. Set mostly in rural France during
contemporary times, THE SNAKES is an all-consuming read and a devastating portrait of how
money corrupts, and how chance can deal a deadly hand. THE SNAKES exposes the damage
wreaked by parents on children as observed by a new member of the family, Dan, a mixed-race man
from Peckham who marries Bea, the daughter who refuses to take any of her father’s filthy money.
But when Bea’s brother Alex (who runs a shabby hotel in Paligny, France) dies suddenly in
unexplained circumstances, the confusion and suspicion which arise bring other dark family
secrets—and violence—to the surface. And none of the family, even the good members, go
untouched.
  stop being a doormat: He Swept Me off My Feet ... and Dropped Me on My Head Christy
Jacobs, 2013-10-30 After a painful divorce, Christy Jacobs decided to escape it all by taking a trip to
Maui with some girlfriends. The thought of meeting someone special was the furthest thing from her
mind. But destiny had other plans. On their first night out, The Guy approached Christy in a bar and
invited her to be his date to his best friends wedding the following day. She reluctantly accepted the
date and very soon found herself being swept off her feet by this mana man whom shed just met but
felt like shed known forever. He was truly her soulmate. But when the relationship ran off course,
Christy quickly learned that soulmates are meant to teach you, not complete you. The relationship
continued, off and on, for many years, neither of them able to get over the other. Desperately
seeking answers as to why she couldnt shake him, Christy began consulting psychics, healers,
astrologers, and her quirky therapistall leading her on a personal journey of self-improvement,
self-love, and eventually, spiritual awakening.
  stop being a doormat: Nearly Departed Suzanne Rossi, 2010-12-10 Cybil Austin loves Shady
Oaks, and hopes to write her Regency romances undisturbed by a dysfunctional family. She doesn't
count on renovation chaos or the presence of ghosts who fear the changes will wreak havoc with
their non-lives. She also doesn't count on falling for her contractor, C. Maxwell Maitland. Handsome
and charismatic, Max isn't seeking a relationship, but Cybil gets to him on more than a professional
level. He is drawn to her eccentric personality, but a bad marriage has him gun-shy of anything
suggesting permanence. And then, there are those pesky ghosts. They want Cybil gone and the
renovations stopped. But not even a haunted house deters Cybil from pursuing Max. During the
process, she learns about herself, life, and death. Will Cybil and Max enjoy a future at Shady Oaks?
Can they and the ghosts co-exist in the same house?
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