
special education teacher professional
development
special education teacher professional development is a critical component in
enhancing the skills, knowledge, and effectiveness of educators working with students who
have diverse learning needs. As the field of special education evolves, ongoing professional
development ensures that teachers remain current on best practices, legal requirements,
instructional strategies, and technology integration. This article explores the importance of
professional development for special education teachers, the types of training programs
available, essential skills to be developed, and how professional growth impacts student
outcomes. Additionally, it examines challenges faced by educators and effective
approaches to overcome them through targeted training. The discussion provides valuable
insights for educators, administrators, and policymakers seeking to support continuous
improvement in special education teaching practices.
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The Importance of Special Education Teacher
Professional Development
Special education teacher professional development plays a vital role in meeting the unique
challenges associated with educating students with disabilities. It provides teachers with
updated knowledge about individualized education programs (IEPs), evidence-based
instructional methods, and behavioral interventions. Professional growth opportunities help
educators adapt to new federal and state regulations and embrace inclusive classroom
practices. Furthermore, these training initiatives contribute to increased teacher
confidence, job satisfaction, and retention in a demanding field.

Enhancing Instructional Effectiveness
Through specialized training, teachers gain access to innovative teaching strategies
tailored to diverse learner needs. Professional development sessions often include
workshops on differentiated instruction, assistive technology, and assessment techniques



that improve instructional delivery. This enhanced effectiveness enables educators to
better support student learning, foster engagement, and address academic as well as
social-emotional challenges.

Staying Current with Legal and Ethical Standards
Special education laws and policies frequently change, impacting service delivery and
compliance requirements. Professional development ensures that teachers remain informed
about the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), Section 504, and other
regulations that govern special education. Understanding these frameworks is essential for
protecting student rights and providing equitable educational opportunities.

Types of Professional Development Programs
Various formats and approaches exist for special education teacher professional
development, each designed to address different learning preferences and institutional
needs. These programs range from formal certification courses to informal peer
collaboration, offering flexibility and breadth in skill development.

Workshops and Seminars
Short-term, focused workshops provide teachers with practical tools and knowledge on
specific topics such as behavior management or curriculum modifications. Seminars often
feature expert speakers who present the latest research and instructional techniques in
special education.

Online Courses and Webinars
Digital platforms enable educators to participate in professional development remotely,
accommodating busy schedules and geographic limitations. Online courses offer structured
learning modules, while webinars facilitate live interaction and discussion on relevant
subjects.

Mentoring and Peer Collaboration
Mentorship programs pair experienced special education teachers with novices to provide
guidance, feedback, and support. Collaborative professional learning communities promote
sharing of best practices and collective problem-solving among educators.

Advanced Degrees and Certifications
Many teachers pursue graduate degrees or specialized certifications in special education to
deepen their expertise and advance their careers. These programs often cover



comprehensive topics including assessment methods, instructional design, and leadership
in special education settings.

Key Skills and Competencies for Special
Education Teachers
Developing a broad set of skills is essential for special education teachers to effectively
address the diverse needs of their students. Professional development targets these
competencies to foster holistic educator growth.

Individualized Instruction and IEP Implementation
Teachers must be adept at creating and executing individualized education plans tailored
to each student's strengths and challenges. Professional development enhances skills in
goal setting, progress monitoring, and adapting instruction accordingly.

Behavioral Intervention and Classroom Management
Effective management of challenging behaviors is critical to maintaining a supportive
learning environment. Training in positive behavioral interventions and supports (PBIS)
equips teachers with strategies to reduce disruptions and promote positive student
behavior.

Collaboration and Communication
Special education teachers frequently collaborate with general educators, families, and
related service providers. Professional development improves communication skills and
fosters teamwork to ensure cohesive support for students.

Technology Integration
Utilizing assistive technology and educational software enhances accessibility and learning
outcomes. Training in technology integration helps teachers leverage tools that
accommodate diverse learning styles and abilities.

Impact of Professional Development on Student
Outcomes
Research consistently demonstrates that well-designed professional development programs
for special education teachers positively influence student achievement and engagement.
Improved instructional practices translate into better academic performance and social



development for students with disabilities.

Improved Academic Achievement
Teachers equipped with updated instructional strategies can deliver more effective lessons,
resulting in higher student attainment across various subjects. Targeted interventions help
close achievement gaps and support individualized learning progress.

Enhanced Social and Emotional Support
Professional development focusing on behavioral management and emotional regulation
enables educators to create nurturing environments that address students' social-emotional
needs. This holistic approach contributes to overall well-being and reduces behavioral
incidents.

Increased Inclusion and Access
Training in inclusive education practices promotes the integration of students with
disabilities into general education settings. This fosters peer interaction, reduces stigma,
and expands learning opportunities.

Challenges in Special Education Teacher
Professional Development
Despite its benefits, implementing effective professional development for special education
teachers faces several challenges that must be addressed to maximize impact.

Time Constraints and Scheduling Conflicts
Teachers often struggle to balance professional development activities with demanding
workloads and classroom responsibilities. Limited time availability can reduce participation
and engagement in training sessions.

Limited Funding and Resources
Budgetary restrictions in many school districts affect the scope and quality of professional
development programs. Insufficient funding can limit access to expert trainers, materials,
and technology.



Variability in Quality and Relevance
Not all professional development offerings meet the specific needs of special education
teachers. Generic or poorly designed programs may fail to deliver practical skills or
applicable knowledge.

Effective Strategies for Ongoing Professional
Growth
To overcome challenges and promote sustained development, schools and districts can
adopt strategies that enhance the quality and accessibility of professional development for
special education teachers.

Needs Assessment and Customized Training
Conducting thorough needs assessments helps identify skill gaps and tailor programs to
address those areas. Customized training ensures relevance and increases teacher
motivation to participate.

Blended Learning Approaches
Combining in-person workshops with online modules offers flexibility and accommodates
diverse learning styles. Blended approaches maximize resource utilization and provide
ongoing support.

Ongoing Support and Follow-Up
Providing coaching, mentoring, and peer collaboration opportunities after initial training
reinforces learning and facilitates application in the classroom. Continuous support helps
sustain improvements in teaching practice.

Leadership and Administrative Support
Strong leadership commitment is essential to prioritize professional development, allocate
resources, and foster a culture of continuous learning among special education staff.

Regular evaluation and feedback mechanisms to improve program effectiveness

Incentives and recognition to encourage teacher participation

Integration of professional development goals into teacher performance evaluations



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key components of effective professional
development for special education teachers?
Effective professional development for special education teachers includes training on
evidence-based instructional strategies, behavior management techniques, individualized
education program (IEP) development, collaboration with general education staff, and
ongoing support through coaching and mentoring.

How does professional development impact the
performance of special education teachers?
Professional development enhances special education teachers' knowledge and skills,
leading to improved instructional practices, better student outcomes, increased teacher
confidence, and greater ability to meet diverse learner needs.

What role does technology play in professional
development for special education teachers?
Technology facilitates accessible, flexible, and personalized professional development
through online courses, webinars, virtual coaching, and digital resources, enabling special
education teachers to stay updated on best practices and innovative teaching tools.

How can professional development programs be
tailored to meet the unique needs of special education
teachers?
Professional development programs can be customized by assessing teachers' specific
challenges, focusing on relevant disabilities, incorporating hands-on learning opportunities,
providing differentiated training based on experience levels, and integrating culturally
responsive practices.

What are the current trends in special education
teacher professional development?
Current trends include emphasis on data-driven instruction, trauma-informed teaching,
social-emotional learning integration, collaborative teaching models, use of assistive
technology, and ongoing peer collaboration and feedback mechanisms.

Additional Resources
1. Effective Practices for Special Education Teacher Development
This book explores evidence-based strategies and frameworks that support the professional
growth of special education teachers. It emphasizes collaborative approaches, ongoing



reflection, and tailored training to meet diverse learner needs. Educators will find practical
tools for enhancing their instructional skills and improving student outcomes.

2. Professional Learning Communities in Special Education
Focusing on the power of collaboration, this text examines how professional learning
communities (PLCs) can foster continuous improvement among special education teachers.
It offers insights into creating supportive environments where educators share best
practices, analyze data, and develop innovative teaching methods. The book highlights
case studies and actionable steps for building effective PLCs.

3. Mentoring Special Education Teachers: Strategies for Success
This guide addresses the unique challenges faced by novice special education teachers and
the role of mentoring in their professional development. It provides frameworks for effective
mentor-mentee relationships, practical advice on feedback, and techniques to build
confidence and competence. The book is ideal for both mentors and administrators looking
to support teacher retention and growth.

4. Data-Driven Instruction in Special Education
Emphasizing the importance of using data to inform instruction, this book helps special
education professionals develop skills in collecting, analyzing, and applying data to improve
student learning. It covers various assessment tools and progress monitoring techniques
suitable for diverse disabilities. Readers will learn how to make informed decisions that
enhance teaching effectiveness.

5. Inclusive Teaching Practices for Special Educators
This resource provides comprehensive guidance on inclusive education principles and how
special education teachers can implement them in diverse classrooms. Topics include
differentiated instruction, Universal Design for Learning (UDL), and strategies for fostering
student engagement. The book supports professional development focused on creating
equitable learning environments.

6. Technology Integration in Special Education Professional Development
Highlighting the role of technology, this book explores how digital tools can enhance
teaching and learning in special education. It discusses professional development models
for technology adoption, practical applications, and overcoming barriers to integration.
Educators will gain insights into leveraging assistive technology to support student success.

7. Reflective Practice for Special Education Teachers
This book promotes reflective practice as a key component of professional growth in special
education. It offers frameworks and exercises designed to help teachers critically analyze
their instructional methods, classroom management, and student interactions. By fostering
self-awareness, the book aids educators in continually refining their practice.

8. Leadership and Advocacy in Special Education
Targeting special education teachers aspiring to leadership roles, this text covers skills in
advocacy, policy understanding, and leading professional development initiatives. It
encourages teachers to take active roles in shaping school culture and special education
services. The book combines theory with practical strategies for effective leadership.

9. Culturally Responsive Teaching in Special Education
This book addresses the intersection of culture and special education, emphasizing the



need for culturally responsive teaching practices. It guides educators in recognizing cultural
influences on learning and behavior, and adapting instruction to be inclusive and respectful.
Professional development strategies focus on equity and reducing disparities in special
education outcomes.
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Special Education James L. Paul, Carolyn D. Lavely, Ann Cranston-Gingras, Ella L. Taylor,
2002-07-30 Special educators are facing new challenges at the beginning of the 21st century as
public education is being reformed by a vision focusing on measurable student outcomes. The future
course of the field will be shaped by the policy and programmatic responses to several issues,
including demographic changes in student populations, a lack of certified special education
teachers, criticism in the public media for the rising costs of services, and debates about the
preferred philosophy of service delivery for students with disabilities. Additional chapters discuss
university-school collaboration, charter schools, disability studies, school violence, disproportionality
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selected for analysis and the perspective guiding those analyses grew out of this work and out of a
national Delphi study of the views of parents and constituent organizations and leading researchers,
teacher educators, and policy makers in Special Education.
  special education teacher professional development: Special Education for Today's
Teachers Michael Rosenberg, David Westling, James McLeskey, 2011 The challenges we face today
in special education require highly-qualified, reflective practitioners who use research-based
strategies in the classroom and who are excited about the success and future of our children. If you
are interested in the profession of teaching, whether in the general or special education classroom,
then this is the book for you. Engaging and insightful, Special Education for Today's Teachers: An
Introduction not only provides a solid foundation for being a teacher in today's diverse classroom,
but helps you to truthfully answer the question, Are you prepared to serve and teach all students?
Features include: A strong focus on professionalism, instructional application, and reflection
throughout the text and on the DVD-ROM that accompanies the text. Access to Merrill's Teacher
Preparation Website (www.prenhal.com/teacherprep) included inside every new copy of the text.
Connections are made throughout the text to this website. A FOCUS ON PROFESSIONALISM My
Profession, My Story vignettes highlight teachers, their life experiences, dispositions, and attitudes,
and how all of these factors relate to daily teaching practice and the profession. Site Visit: Effective
Practices in Action features highlight programs in which educators are engaging in effective
research-based practices for the classroom. Chapter 16: Continuing a Special Education Career:
Collaboration, Professionalism,and Professional Development. Addresses the CEC Knowledge and
Skill Standards, CEC Code of Ethics, and PRAXIS Standards. A FOCUS ON INSTRUCTIONAL
APPLICATION Highly Effective Instructional Strategies features help readers to understand the
steps necessary to incorporate effective strategies into their teaching. Can You Help Me With This
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Student? features present a scenario or case study where a teacher is facing a difficult or
challenging situation and show how this challenge could be resolved. Technology for Access features
are integrated throughout the text. Chapter 5: Teaching, Learning, and Behavior Management. A
FOCUS ON REFLECTION Chapter 1: Teaching Students with Special Educational Needs: Finding
Your Role Reflective Exercises margin notes engage readers through thought-provoking questions
that extend the content of the narrative. Reflect Upon focus questions are found at the beginning of
each chapter. -- Publisher.
  special education teacher professional development: Preparing Effective Special Education
Teachers Nancy Mamlin, 2012-01-27 What tools are in the toolkit of an excellent special educator,
and how can teacher preparation programs provide these tools in the most efficient, effective way
possible? This practical, clearly written book is grounded in current research and policy as well as
the author's extensive experience as a teacher educator. It identifies what special education
teachers need to know to work competently with students with a wide variety of learning challenges
and disabilities. Chapters present specific guidelines for helping teacher candidates build critical
skills for instruction and assessment, get the most out of field placements, and collaborate
successfully with other school personnel and with parents.
  special education teacher professional development: New Considerations and Best
Practices for Training Special Education Teachers Bell, Jeremy, 2022-02-18 The topic of special
education is rich in knowledge and pedagogy that covers multiple disciplines within the school
environment. Many special educators complete graduate degrees and explore a variety of topics
within the special education context; however, there is a need for more resources that provide
essential knowledge to special education professionals. New Considerations and Best Practices for
Training Special Education Teachers discusses best practices and strategies special education
professionals require to become more proficient in teaching students with exceptional needs and
addresses the most important components of the special education teacher’s job. Serving as a guide
of what a special educator must know to be effective within the classroom and providing an overview
of the most important components of the special education teacher’s job, the needs of the special
educator, along with new research in the field, this timely book covers a range of topics such as
assistive technologies and special education law. It is ideal for special education teachers, industry
professionals, guidance counselors, academicians, professors, researchers, practitioners, and
students.
  special education teacher professional development: A Survival Guide for New Special
Educators Bonnie S. Billingsley, Mary T. Brownell, Maya Israel, Margaret L. Kamman, 2013-04-01
What every special education teacher needs to know to survive and thrive A Survival Guide for New
Special Educators provides relevant, practical information for new special education teachers across
a broad range of topic areas. Drawing on the latest research on special educator effectiveness and
retention, this comprehensive, go-to resource addresses the most pressing needs of novice
instructors, resource teachers, and inclusion specialists. Offers research-based, classroom-tested
strategies for working with a variety of special needs students Covers everything from preparing for
the new school year to behavior management, customizing curriculum, creating effective IEPs, and
more Billingsley and Brownell are noted experts in special educator training and support This highly
practical book is filled with checklists, forms, and tools that special educators can use every day to
help ensure that all special needs students get the rich, rewarding education they deserve.
  special education teacher professional development: The Exceptional Teacher's Handbook
Carla F. Shelton, Alice B. Pollingue, 2014-08-26 The first year in the career of a special education
teacher is filled with expectation and promise. Addressing the most common needs of beginning
special education teachers, The Exceptional Teacher's Handbook helps new educators move
confidently from preplanning to post-planning for the entire school year. The authors present a
step-by-step management approach complete with planning checklists and other ready-to-use forms
within the context of IDEA 2004 and NCLB. Written from the perspective of a classroom teacher,
this popular reference offers updates on: • Recognized disabilities • Best instructional practices for



getting the most out of your students • Successful parent conferences • Effective plans for
professional learning • Alternate assessments, emergencies in the school setting, education
terminology, and more Actively address challenges and concerns with this one-stop handbook that
will help smooth the transition from student teacher to professional educator.
  special education teacher professional development: The Exceptional Teacher′s Handbook
Carla F. Shelton, Alice B. Pollingue, 2009-02-27 What an excellent resource for the beginning
teacher! Practical, down-to-earth resources that can be implemented the first day of school! —Kristle
F. Evans, Director of Human Resources/Community Relations Lampeter-Strasburg School District,
PA The book is organized logically and flows well from the first chapter to the last. It helps teachers
manage an effective special education classroom the entire school year. This book should be a
required resource for every new special education teacher. —Phyllis N. Levert, School Administrator
Georgia School Districts, Atlanta, GA Specific guidelines and strategies to help special educators
navigate their first year! The first year in the career of a special education teacher is filled with
expectation and promise. Revised to address the most common needs of beginning special education
teachers, the third edition of The Exceptional Teacher′s Handbook helps new educators move
confidently from preplanning to post-planning for the entire school year. The authors present a
step-by-step management approach complete with planning checklists and other ready-to-use forms
within the context of IDEA 2004 and NCLB. Written from the perspective of a classroom teacher,
this popular reference offers updates on: Recognized disabilities Best instructional practices for
getting the most out of your students Successful parent conferences Effective plans for professional
learning Alternate assessments, emergencies in the school setting, education terminology, and more
Actively address challenges and concerns with this one-stop handbook that will help smooth the
transition from student teacher to professional educator.
  special education teacher professional development: Common-Sense Classroom
Management Jill A. Lindberg, Dianne Evans Kelley, 2015-10-06 If you're a teacher new to special
education, this book is for you! This newest Common-Sense Classroom Management guide addresses
the most critical challenges that arise when teaching adolescent learners with special needs. In this
flexible and easy-to-implement resource, educators will find 80 concise and teacher-tested
strategies. Each strategy works in five steps or fewer, helping special educators feel competent and
confident about working with co-teachers, teacher aides, support staff, administrators, and families.
The authors, all special education experts, provide practical assistance with: • Specially designed
instruction and student organization to make teaching more effective • Legal responsibilities aligned
with IDEIA and NCLB requirements • Positive behavioral supports, including incentive programs
and meaningful consequences Ideal for teachers new to special education, teacher trainers, and
teacher mentors, this resource provides a clear-sighted focus to help you shape the structure of each
teaching day and ensure success for all your learners with special needs!
  special education teacher professional development: Understanding Assessment in the
Special Education Process Roger Pierangelo, George Giuliani, 2007-11-13 Short and to the
point—a huge advantage! Easy to read and understand, and a great reference. This book is a
must-have for every school building in every district! —Rachel Aherns, Collaborative Resource
Teacher Summit Middle School, Johnston, IA Build your knowledge of how the assessment process
works! This compact handbook provides general and special education teachers with clear
information about the types of assessments that help determine student eligibility for special
education services. Written by legal and special education experts, this guide defines disability
categories and explains applicable federal regulations as they relate to the assessment process in
special education. The authors outline a multidisciplinary approach for comprehensive evaluations
based on observation, interviews, and testing. This indispensable resource clarifies the teacher′s role
in the referral process and also covers: The components of a professional evaluation report Student
behavior during assessment Making presentations to an Individualized Education Program
committee An ideal step-by-step reference for instructors who have not had specific training in
assessing students with special needs, Understanding Assessment in the Special Education Process



helps educators make the most effective use of available assessment options.
  special education teacher professional development: Special Education Design and
Development Tools for School Rehabilitation Professionals Singh, Ajay, Viner, Mark, Yeh, Chia Jung,
2019-12-13 Educators who work with students with disabilities have the unique challenge of
providing comprehensive and quality educational experiences for students who have a wide range of
abilities and levels of focus. Pedagogies and educational strategies can be applied across a student
population, though they tend to have varied success. Developing adaptive teaching methods that
provide quality experiences for students with varied disabilities are necessary to promote success
for as many of these students as possible. Special Education Design and Development Tools for
School Rehabilitation Professionals is a comprehensive research publication that examines special
education practices and provides in-depth evaluations of pedagogical practices for improved
educational experiences for students with disabilities. Highlighting a range of topics such as
bilingual education, psychometrics, and physical education, this book is ideal for special education
teachers, instructors, rehabilitation professionals, academicians, school administrators, instructional
designers, curriculum developers, principals, educational software developers, researchers, and
students.
  special education teacher professional development: Cultivating and Keeping
Committed Special Education Teachers Bonnie S. Billingsley, 2005-03-10 Improve teacher
retention by understanding and supporting the work of special education teachers! Are you
concerned about special education teacher attrition? Do you wonder about how to meet the demand
for highly qualified special educators? This book highlights the problems that drive many special
educators out of teaching and outlines practical recommendations that leaders can use to increase
retention. Drawing on field experience as well as research findings, Billingsley provides a
comprehensive framework for supporting special educators. Cultivating and Keeping Committed
Special Education Teachers provides effective ways to: Recruit and hire qualified special educators
Provide responsive induction programs for new teachers Design effective professional development
opportunities Create inclusive and collaborative schools Provide reasonable work assignments and
reduce paperwork Promote wellness by reducing stress This book emphasizes the important role
that principals play in supporting special educators and how they can make a difference in what
special educators accomplish in their schools. Numerous assessments, tools, and resources are
included to help leaders, mentors, and teachers improve the conditions of special education
teaching.
  special education teacher professional development: The Exceptional Teacher's Handbook
Carla F. Shelton, Alice B. Pollingue, 2000-09-15 This comprehensive and up-to-date resource
addresses the unique challenges of the ever-changing landscape of special education and inclusive
classrooms.
  special education teacher professional development: Teacher Education and Teacher
Professional Development in the COVID-19 Turn Nur Arifah Drajati, Kristian Adi Putra, 2022-11-29
These proceedings present a selection of papers from the ICTTE 2021 conference. While face-to-face
classroom instruction is brought back, there are a lot of lessons learned from the COVID-19
pandemic that schools, teacher training and education institutions, and government have to take
into account. There is a need to reconsider what additional knowledge and skills pre-service
teachers and in-service teachers need to be prepared for to anticipate such a similar unexpected
situation in the future. Additionally, there is also a need to listen to in-service teacher experiences
during the emergency remote teaching and integrate the positive lessons that they have gained,
such as the use of technology, into the current post pandemic face-to-face classroom instruction.
This proceeding is designed for teacher educators, researchers, in-service teachers, and pre-service
teachers in the field of language education, math and science education and social science
education, who are interested in these topics.
  special education teacher professional development: Mentoring New Special Education
Teachers Mary Lou Duffy, James W. Forgan, 2005 This field-tested guide provides everything you



need to effectively support and mentor your special education teachers, increase their job
satisfaction, and keep your retention rates high!
  special education teacher professional development: Handbook of Research on
Professional Development for Quality Teaching and Learning Petty, Teresa, Good, Amy,
Putman, S. Michael, 2016-06-16 As educational standards continue to transform, it has become
essential for educators and pre-service teachers to receive the support and training necessary to
effectively instruct their students and meet societal expectations. However, there is not a clear
consensus on what constitutes teacher effectiveness and quality within the education realm. The
Handbook of Research on Professional Development for Quality Teaching and Learning provides
theoretical perspectives and empirical research on educator preparation and methods for enhancing
the teaching process. Focusing on teacher effectiveness and support provided to current and
pre-service educators, this publication is a comprehensive reference source for practitioners,
researchers, policy makers, graduate students, and university faculty.
  special education teacher professional development: Teaching in a Special Education
Classroom Roger Pierangelo, George Giuliani, 2008-05-22 These guidelines for special education
teachers cover gathering student information, classroom design, meeting with parents, evaluation,
assessment, classroom management, instructional interventions, and grading options.
  special education teacher professional development: Teaching in Special Education Lisa
A. Ferrelli, 2010 How do special education teachers function in general education settings? Ferrelli
uses interviews and observation to tell the stories of six special education teachers as they go about
the business of teaching, illuminating elements of special education teacher practice and
documenting the tensions between special education and general education teachers.
  special education teacher professional development: Cultivating and Keeping
Committed Special Education Teachers Bonnie S. Billingsley, 2005-03-10 Billingsley highlights
the problems that drive many special educators out of teaching and outlines practical
recommendations that leaders can use to increase retention.
  special education teacher professional development: Quality in Teacher Education and
Professional Development John Chi-Kin Lee, Timo Ehmke, 2021-09-29 This book addresses the
past and changing contexts of Chinese and German teacher education under the impact of
globalization and echoes quality issues of teacher education. This edited book provides a
comprehensive discussion on other issues in the management and implementation of change in
teacher education related to teacher education curricula for professional development of teachers. A
combination of chapters provides an overview, a review of literature and research as well as offering
examples of teacher education practice and updated empirical research on these topics co-edited by
two senior scholars and written by experts from Mainland China (including Hong Kong ) and
Germany. The volume addresses key issues on teacher standards, ICT in education and e-learning in
teacher education, STEM education, vocational teacher education, university-school partnership in
teacher education and teaching Chinese or German as a second language. This is an up-to-date
academic book to look at profound issues related to quality in teacher education and teachers’
professional development in mainland China and Germany. It will be a useful reference for graduate
students and researchers in the field of international and comparative education, teacher education
and curriculum studies, teacher educators and practitioners to learn from trends, best practice and
challenges that have been encountered in Mainland China and Germany.
  special education teacher professional development: Professional Development Schools and
Transformative Partnerships Polly, Drew, 2014-08-31 School-university partnerships have the
potential to greatly benefit teaching and learning in PK-12 environments, as well as educator
preparation programs. This collaboration is advantageous to teachers, counselors, and
administrators. Professional Development Schools and Transformative Partnerships provides a
comprehensive look at the design, implementation, and impact of educational initiatives between
schools and universities. Including cases and research on existing collaborations, this publication
addresses barriers and trends in order to provide direction for successful partnerships in the future.



This book is an essential reference source for educational leaders in colleges, schools, and
departments of education, as well as leaders of PK-12 schools.
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