senate confirmation supreme court

senate confirmation supreme court is a critical process in the United States government that ensures the
appointment of qualified justices to the highest court in the nation. This constitutional procedure involves
the President nominating a candidate for the Supreme Court, followed by the Senate's role in reviewing,
debating, and ultimately voting to confirm or reject the nominee. The process is integral to maintaining the
balance of power among the branches of government and upholding the rule of law. Throughout history,
senate confirmation for supreme court nominees has seen significant political and public scrutiny, reflecting
the importance of the court's decisions on American society. Understanding the steps, historical context, and
controversies surrounding senate confirmation supreme court appointments is essential for comprehending
how judicial authority is shaped in the United States. This article will explore the nomination and
confirmation procedure, historical precedents, the Senate Judiciary Committee's role, and the broader

implications of the confirmation process.

The Senate Confirmation Process for Supreme Court Nominees

Historical Context and Notable Supreme Court Confirmations

¢ The Role of the Senate Judiciary Committee

Political Dynamics and Controversies in Confirmations

Impact of Senate Confirmation on the Supreme Court and the Nation

The Senate Confirmation Process for Supreme Court Nominees

The senate confirmation supreme court procedure is constitutionally mandated under Article II, Section 2
of the U.S. Constitution, which grants the President the power to nominate justices with the "advice and
consent” of the Senate. This process begins when a vacancy arises on the Supreme Court, either through
retirement, resignation, or death of a sitting justice. The President then selects a nominee, often considering

legal expertise, judicial philosophy, and political factors.

Nomination by the President

The initial step in the senate confirmation supreme court process is the presidential nomination. Candidates
are typically vetted through extensive background checks, consultations with advisors, and evaluations by

legal experts. The President seeks a nominee who aligns with their administration's values and who they



believe can be confirmed by the Senate majority.

Senate Judiciary Committee Review

Once the President submits a nomination, the Senate Judiciary Committee assumes responsibility for
conducting a thorough review. This includes background investigations, scrutiny of the nominee's past
rulings, writings, and public statements, and evaluating qualifications. The committee holds confirmation

hearings where senators question the nominee on a wide range of legal and constitutional issues.

Full Senate Vote

After the committee completes its review, it votes to recommend confirmation, rejection, or no
recommendation. The nomination then proceeds to the full Senate. Debate may occur on the Senate floor
before the final vote. A simple majority is required to confirm the nominee, allowing them to be sworn in

as a Supreme Court justice.

Key Steps in the Confirmation Process

¢ Presidential nomination of a Supreme Court candidate

Senate Judiciary Committee investigation and hearings

Committee vote and recommendation

Debate and vote by the full Senate

e Swearing-in of the confirmed justice

Historical Context and Notable Supreme Court Confirmations

The senate confirmation supreme court process has evolved over time, with some nominations becoming
landmark events in American political history. The length, intensity, and outcomes of confirmations have

varied depending on the political climate and the nominee's background.



Early Confirmations

In the early years of the republic, Supreme Court confirmations were often swift and uncontroversial. For
example, John Marshall, confirmed in 1801, served as Chief Justice for over three decades, shaping

American constitutional law profoundly.

Contentious Confirmations in Modern Era

More recent decades have seen heightened political battles during confirmations. The nomination of Robert
Bork in 1987 was rejected amid intense Senate opposition, marking one of the most contentious processes in
history. Similarly, the confirmations of Clarence Thomas and Brett Kavanaugh involved highly publicized

hearings and partisan divisions.

Impactful Confirmed Justices

Several justices confirmed through the senate confirmation supreme court process have left significant

impacts on American law and society, including:

e Thurgood Marshall — the first African American Supreme Court justice
¢ Ruth Bader Ginsburg — a champion for gender equality

¢ John Roberts — current Chief Justice steering the court's direction

The Role of the Senate Judiciary Committee

The Senate Judiciary Committee plays a pivotal role in the senate confirmation supreme court process by

conducting detailed evaluations and public hearings that shape senators' perspectives and public opinion.

Investigative Responsibilities

The committee investigates the nominee’s legal background, professional conduct, and personal history.
This includes reviewing judicial opinions, academic work, and any potential ethical issues. The committee

may also consult with outside legal experts and interest groups.



Confirmation Hearings

The hearings are highly structured, allowing committee members to question the nominee directly. These
sessions can last several days, focusing on constitutional interpretation, judicial philosophy, and current legal

controversies. The nominee’s demeanor and responses often influence the Senate's final vote.

Committee Vote and Reporting

After hearings, the Judiciary Committee votes on whether to report the nomination favorably,
unfavorably, or without recommendation to the full Senate. This vote can be a significant indicator of the

nomination’s chances for confirmation.

Political Dynamics and Controversies in Confirmations

The senate confirmation supreme court process is often influenced by political considerations, making it a

focal point for partisan conflict and public debate.

Partisan Divides
Senate confirmations frequently reflect the ideological balance of the Senate and the broader political

climate. Majority parties may expedite or block nominations depending on strategic interests, which can

intensify polarization.

Filibusters and Procedural Tactics

Historically, filibusters were used to delay or prevent confirmation votes. However, changes in Senate
rules, such as the 2017 "nuclear option," now allow Supreme Court nominations to be confirmed with a

simple majority vote, limiting the minority party's ability to obstruct.

Public and Media Influence

Media coverage and public opinion can significantly impact the confirmation process. High-profile hearings
often serve as platforms for interest groups and citizens to express support or opposition, increasing pressure

on senators.



Common Controversial Topics

Judicial philosophy and interpretation methods (e.g., originalism vs. living Constitution)

Past rulings and legal positions on contentious issues

Personal background and character scrutiny

Potential impact on the Supreme Court’s ideological balance

Impact of Senate Confirmation on the Supreme Court and the

Nation

The outcome of the senate confirmation supreme court process has far-reaching effects on the judicial

landscape and American governance.

Shaping Judicial Philosophy

The justices confirmed through this process influence the interpretation of the Constitution and federal

laws for decades. Their decisions affect civil rights, economic policies, and social justice issues nationwide.

Balance of Power Among Branches

Confirmations reflect the interplay between the executive and legislative branches, with the Senate acting
as a check on the President’s appointments. This dynamic helps maintain the constitutional balance of

powers.

Public Confidence in the Judiciary

The transparency and fairness of the confirmation process contribute to the public’s trust in the Supreme

Court. Contentious or politicized confirmations can affect perceptions of judicial impartiality and legitimacy.

Long-Term Political Consequences

Senate confirmation decisions can have lasting political effects by shifting the ideological composition of the



court, influencing future rulings on key issues such as voting rights, healthcare, and executive power.

Frequently Asked Questions

‘What is Senate confirmation in the context of the Supreme Court?

Senate confirmation is the process by which the United States Senate reviews and votes to approve or

reject a nominee for the Supreme Court, following the President's nomination.

How does the Senate confirmation process for a Supreme Court justice

work?

The President nominates a candidate, who then undergoes hearings before the Senate Judiciary

Committee. After the committee votes, the full Senate debates and votes to confirm or reject the nominee.

Why is Senate confirmation important for Supreme Court nominees?

Senate confirmation ensures a system of checks and balances by allowing the legislative branch to evaluate

the qualifications, judicial philosophy, and suitability of the nominee before they join the Supreme Court.

Can the Senate reject a Supreme Court nominee?

Yes, the Senate can reject a nominee by voting against their confirmation during the full Senate vote.

‘What role does the Senate Judiciary Committee play in Supreme Court

confirmations?

The Senate Judiciary Committee conducts hearings to question the nominee, review their background, and

then votes on whether to recommend the nominee to the full Senate for confirmation.

How long does the Senate confirmation process usually take for a

Supreme Court nominee?

The duration varies but typically takes several weeks from nomination to final Senate vote, depending on

political climate and nominee circumstances.

Has the Senate ever refused to hold a confirmation hearing for a Supreme



Court nominee?

Yes, for example in 2016, the Senate refused to hold hearings for Merrick Garland, President Obama's

nominee, citing the upcoming presidential election.

‘What majority is needed in the Senate to confirm a Supreme Court
justice?

A simple majority of the Senate (51 votes if all 100 senators vote) is required to confirm a Supreme Court

justice.

Does the Senate confirmation process involve public input or testimony?

Yes, during Judiciary Committee hearings, the nominee answers questions publicly, and sometimes expert

witnesses or advocacy groups provide testimony or statements.

How has the Senate confirmation process for the Supreme Court changed

in recent years?

The process has become more politically polarized and contentious, with increased scrutiny, partisan

debates, and strategic considerations influencing the timing and outcome of confirmations.

Additional Resources

1. Confirming the Court: The Politics of Supreme Court Nominations

This book explores the intricate political battles that surround Supreme Court nominations and
confirmations. It delves into the strategies employed by both nominees and senators, highlighting how
ideological and partisan considerations shape the confirmation process. The author provides historical context

and case studies that reveal the evolving nature of Senate confirmation hearings.

2. Senate Confirmation and the Supreme Court: A Historical Perspective

Offering a comprehensive historical overview, this book traces the development of Senate confirmation
procedures from the early Republic to the present day. It examines landmark confirmations and
controversies, shedding light on how political dynamics and institutional norms have influenced the Court's
composition. Readers gain insight into how the confirmation process reflects broader changes in American

politics.

3. The Confirmation Wars: The Battle Over Supreme Court Justices
This volume details some of the most contentious Supreme Court confirmation battles in U.S. history. It
analyzes how nominees' judicial philosophies, personal backgrounds, and public perceptions impact their

Senate approval. The book also discusses the role of media, interest groups, and public opinion in shaping



confirmation outcomes.

4. Guardians of the Constitution: Senate Confirmation and Supreme Court Selection

Focusing on the constitutional implications, this book examines the Senate's role as a co-equal branch in
confirming justices. It discusses the balance of power between the executive and legislative branches
during the nomination process. The author also considers how confirmation practices affect the Court's

legitimacy and independence.

5. The Senate’s Role in Shaping the Supreme Court

This work investigates the Senate's influence over the Supreme Court through the confirmation process. It
provides an analysis of Senate procedures, committee hearings, and voting patterns related to Supreme
Court nominees. The book highlights the political calculations senators make when deciding whether to

confirm a nominee.

6. Supreme Court Confirmation: Politics and Process in the Senate

This book offers an in-depth look at the procedural and political dimensions of Supreme Court
confirmations. It covers the nomination announcement, Senate Judiciary Committee hearings, and floor
debates. The author also explores recent trends that have transformed confirmations into highly polarized

and strategic contests.

7. Behind Closed Doors: The Senate Confirmation Process of Supreme Court Justices

Exploring the less visible aspects of confirmation, this book reveals what happens behind the scenes in
Senate deliberations and negotiations. It discusses the role of senatorial courtesy, informal consultations, and
political bargaining in shaping confirmation outcomes. The narrative provides a nuanced understanding of

the interplay between public hearings and private decision-making.

8. From Nominee to Justice: The Senate Confirmation Journey

This book chronicles the personal and political journey of Supreme Court nominees as they navigate the
Senate confirmation process. It highlights the challenges nominees face in securing approval and the impact
of confirmation hearings on their careers and public image. The author draws on interviews and archival

materials to provide an intimate portrait of this critical phase.

9. Partisan Battles and Judicial Appointments: Senate Confirmation of the Supreme Court

This title examines how partisan politics have increasingly influenced Supreme Court confirmations in
recent decades. It analyzes the role of party loyalty, ideological divides, and electoral considerations in
Senate voting behavior. The book also discusses the long-term consequences of partisan confirmation battles

for the judiciary and the political system.
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senate confirmation supreme court: Supreme Court Appointment Process Congressional
Service, 2018-09-14 The procedure for appointing a Justice to the Supreme Court is provided for in
the U.S. Constitution in only a few words. The Appointments Clause in the Constitution (Article II,
Section 2, clause 2) states that the President shall nominate, and by and with the Advice and
Consent of the Senate, shall appoint ... Judges of the supreme Court. While the process of appointing
Justices has undergone some changes over two centuries, its most essential feature-the sharing of
power between the President and the Senate-has remained unchanged: to receive lifetime
appointment to the Court, one must first be formally selected (nominated) by the President and then
approved (confirmed) by the Senate. For the President, the appointment of a Supreme Court Justice
can be a notable measure by which history will judge his Presidency. For the Senate, a decision to
confirm is a solemn matter as well, for it is the Senate alone, through its Advice and Consent
function, without any formal involvement of the House of Representatives, which acts as a safeguard
on the President's judgment. This report provides information and analysis related to the final stage
of the confirmation process for a nomination to the Supreme Court-the consideration of the
nomination by the full Senate, including floor debate and the vote on whether to approve the
nomination. Traditionally, the Senate has tended to be less deferential to the President in his choice
of Supreme Court Justices than in his appointment of persons to high executive branch positions.
The more exacting standard usually applied to Supreme Court nominations reflects the special
importance of the Court, coequal to and independent of the presidency and Congress. Senators are
also mindful that Justices-unlike persons elected to legislative office or confirmed to executive
branch positions-receive the opportunity to serve a lifetime appointment during good behavior. The
appointment of a Supreme Court Justice might or might not proceed smoothly. From the
appointment of the first Justices in 1789 through its consideration of nominee Neil Gorsuch in 2017,
the Senate has confirmed 118 Supreme Court nominations out of 162 received. Of the 44
nominations that were not confirmed, 12 were rejected outright in roll-call votes by the Senate,
while nearly all of the rest, in the face of substantial committee or Senate opposition to the nominee
or the President, were withdrawn by the President, or were postponed, tabled, or never voted on by
the Senate. Six of the unconfirmed nominations, however, involved individuals who subsequently
were renominated and confirmed.

senate confirmation supreme court: Supreme Court Appointment Process Denis Stevens
Rutkus, 2010-08 Contents: (1) Pres. Selection of a Nominee: Senate Advice; Advice from Other
Sources; Criteria for Selecting a Nominee; Background Invest.; Recess Appoint. to the Court; (2)
Consid. by the Senate Judiciary Comm.: Background: Senators Nominated to the Court; Open Hear.;
Nominee Appear. at Confirm. Hear.; Comm. Involvement in Appoint. Process; Pre-Hearing Stage;
Hearings; Reporting the Nomin.; (3) Senate Debate and Confirm. Vote; Bringing Nomin. to the Floor;
Evaluate Nominees; Filibusters and Motions to End Debate; Voice Votes, Roll Calls, and Vote
Margins; Reconsid. of the Confirm. Vote; Nomin. That Failed to be Confirmed; Judiciary Comm. to
Further Examine the Nomin.; After Senate Confirm.

senate confirmation supreme court: Supreme Court Confirmation Hearings in the U.S.
Senate Dion Farganis, Justin Wedeking, 2014-03-24 Critics claim that Supreme Court nominees
have become more evasive in recent decades and that Senate confirmation hearings lack real
substance. Conducting a line-by-line analysis of the confirmation hearing of every nominee since
1955—an original dataset of nearly 11,000 questions and answers from testimony before the Senate
Judiciary Committee—Dion Farganis and Justin Wedeking discover that nominees are far more
forthcoming than generally assumed. Applying an original scoring system to assess each nominee’s
testimony based on the same criteria, they show that some of the earliest nominees were actually
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less willing to answer questions than their contemporary counterparts. Factors such as changes in
the political culture of Congress and the 1981 introduction of televised coverage of the hearings
have created the impression that nominee candor is in decline. Further, senators’ votes are driven
more by party and ideology than by a nominee’s responsiveness to their questions. Moreover,
changes in the confirmation process intersect with increasing levels of party polarization as well as
constituents’ more informed awareness and opinions of recent Supreme Court nominees.

senate confirmation supreme court: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1970
The Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United States
Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began
publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),
and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)

senate confirmation supreme court: Bureau Of Justice Statistics, State Court Organization
1998, June 2000 , 2001

senate confirmation supreme court: In Defense of a Political Court Terri Jennings Peretti,
2001-10-29 Can the Supreme Court be free of politics? Do we want it to be? Normative
constitutional theory has long concerned itself with the legitimate scope and limits of judicial review.
Too often, theorists seek to resolve that issue by eliminating politics from constitutional
decisionmaking. In contrast, Terri Peretti argues for an openly political role for the Supreme Court.
Peretti asserts that politically motivated constitutional decisionmaking is not only inevitable, it is
legitimate and desirable as well. When Supreme Court justices decide in accordance with their
ideological values, or consider the likely political reaction to the Court's decisions, a number of
benefits result. The Court's performance of political representation and consensus-building functions
is enhanced, and the effectiveness of political checks on the Court is increased. Thus, political
motive in constitutional decision making does not lead to judicial tyranny, as many claim, but goes
far to prevent it. Using pluralist theory, Peretti further argues that a political Court possesses
instrumental value in American democracy. As one of many diverse and redundant political
institutions, the Court enhances both system stability and the quality of policymaking, particularly
regarding the breadth of interests represented.

senate confirmation supreme court: 107-1 Hearings: Confirmation Hearings on Federal
Appointments, S. Hrg. 107-584, Part 5, August 1, 2002, Etc., *, 2003

senate confirmation supreme court: American Democracy in Context John Anthony
Maltese, Joseph A. Pika, W. Phillips Shively, 2019-11-08 Discover what makes American democracy
unique and how its government impacts your life American Democracy in Context provides a
combined comparative and historical approach to inspire students to better understand American
government and become active citizens. Bestselling authors Maltese, Pika, and Shively explain the
distinctive features of how Americans practice democracy—how they vote, translate election results
into representation of interests, make policy decisions, enforce laws and maintain justice—and how
those practices differ from other democracies throughout the world. The emphasis is always on the
American political system, but the search for understanding encourages students to examine how
the American system has developed over time (historical context) and how it compares with similar
practices in other democracies (comparative context). This combined approach motivates students to
understand why politics is relevant to their everyday lives and how they can affect changes and
make a difference. This title is accompanied by a complete teaching and learning package. Digital
Option / Courseware SAGE Vantage is an intuitive digital platform that delivers this text’s content
and course materials in a learning experience that offers auto-graded assignments and interactive
multimedia tools, all carefully designed to ignite student engagement and drive critical thinking.
Built with you and your students in mind, it offers simple course set-up and enables students to
better prepare for class. Assignable Video with Assessment Assignable video (available with SAGE
Vantage) is tied to learning objectives and curated exclusively for this text to bring concepts to life.
LMS Cartridge (formerly known as SAGE Coursepacks): Import this title’s instructor resources into



your school’s learning management system (LMS) and save time. Don’t use an LMS? You can still
access all of the same online resources for this title via the password-protected Instructor Resource
Site.

senate confirmation supreme court: The US Criminal Justice System Sarah Koon-Magnin,
Ryan ]. Williams, 2024-08-22 This wide-ranging resource provides an authoritative overview of the
criminal justice system in America, including its history, legal and philosophical foundations,
dimensions of racial and economic inequality, and insights into daily life inside America's complex
court and correctional systems. Explore the origins and evolution of America's criminal justice
system, the moral values and legal doctrines that shaped the nation's laws and prisons, and current
problems, controversies, and reforms related to criminal justice. Profiles of leading figures in the
field of criminal justice and social activism, related primary documents, suggestions for further
reading and a detailed chronology are also included.

senate confirmation supreme court: The Politics of the Presidency John Anthony Maltese,
Andrew Rudalevige, Joseph A. Pika, 2023-12-26 Get the most up-to-date coverage and analysis of the
presidency with this comprehensive text. Never losing sight of the foundations of the office, The
Politics of the Presidency maintains a balance between historical context and contemporary
scholarship on the executive branch, providing a solid foundation for any presidency course. Now in
its Eleventh Edition, Maltese, Rudalevige, and Pika thoroughly analyze the change and continuity in
Biden's first two and a half years in office and look forward to the competitive setting for the 2024
presidential race.

senate confirmation supreme court: State Court Organization , 1993

senate confirmation supreme court: Political Control of America's Courts Helena Silverstein,
2023-01-18 This volume explores the many ways in which politics shapes the allegedly nonpartisan
judicial system in America, ranging from how judges are selected to the bench to how they rule
when they get there. Each title in the Contemporary Debates series examines the veracity of
controversial claims or beliefs surrounding a major political/cultural issue in the United States. Each
book gives readers a clear and unbiased understanding of current high-interest issues by informing
them about falsehoods, half-truths, and misconceptions-and confirming the factual validity of other
assertions-that have gained traction in America's cultural and political discourse. This volume in the
series provides a deeply researched and even-handed account of the relationship between America's
judicial branch-which is supposed to view law through a nonpartisan lens-and the sometimes
poisonous partisanship that is such a notorious factor in the nation's other two branches of
government. Is political combat over judicial nominations worse than ever before? What impact is
the politicization of the courts having on public faith in the legitimacy of the courts and our wider
political system? Was former Supreme Court justice Sandra Day right when she asserted that
judicial independence is a bedrock principle of our court system, and we are losing it? This work will
provide insights into all these questions and more.

senate confirmation supreme court: Routledge Handbook of Judicial Behavior Robert M.
Howard, Kirk A. Randazzo, 2017-10-02 Interest in social science and empirical analyses of law,
courts and specifically the politics of judges has never been higher or more salient. Consequently,
there is a strong need for theoretical work on the research that focuses on courts, judges and the
judicial process. The Routledge Handbook of Judicial Behavior provides the most up to date
examination of scholarship across the entire spectrum of judicial politics and behavior, written by a
combination of currently prominent scholars and the emergent next generation of researchers.
Unlike almost all other volumes, this Handbook examines judicial behavior from both an American
and Comparative perspective. Part 1 provides a broad overview of the dominant Theoretical and
Methodological perspectives used to examine and understand judicial behavior, Part 2 offers an
in-depth analysis of the various current scholarly areas examining the U.S. Supreme Court, Part 3
moves from the Supreme Court to examining other U.S. federal and state courts, and Part 4 presents
a comprehensive overview of Comparative Judicial Politics and Transnational Courts. Each author in
this volume provides perspectives on the most current methodological and substantive approaches



in their respective areas, along with suggestions for future research. The chapters contained within
will generate additional scholarly and public interest by focusing on topics most salient to the
academic, legal and policy communities.

senate confirmation supreme court: Debating the Presidency Richard ]J. Ellis, Michael
Nelson, 2019-12-20 The study of the presidency—the power of the office, the evolution of the
executive as an institution, the men who have served—has generated a great body of research and
scholarship. What better way to get students to grapple with the ideas of the literature than through
conflicting perspectives on some of the most pivotal issues facing the modern presidency? Richard
Ellis and Michael Nelson have once again assembled a cadre of top scholars to offer a series of
pro/con essays that will inspire spirited debate beyond the pages of the book. Each essay—written in
the form of a debate resolution— offers a compelling yet concise view on the American executive.

senate confirmation supreme court: The Gallup Poll Alec M. Gallup, Frank Newport,
2010-09-16 This work is the only complete compilation of polls taken by the Gallup Organization, the
world's most reliable and widely quoted research firm. It is an invaluable tool for ascertaining the
pulse of American public opinion in a certain year, as well as for documenting changing perceptions
over time of crucial core issues (such as women's rights and health care). It is necessary for all
social science research. More than just a collection of polls, The Gallup Poll offers in-depth
commentary and analysis, placing current topics in a readable, historical context. Survey results are
given in a easy-to-use form. Breakdowns by sex, age, race, level of education, and other factors
enable the reader to grasp major issues quickly.

senate confirmation supreme court: Law and Society Matthew Lippman, 2024-02-13 Law
and Society, Fourth Edition, offers a contemporary overview of the structure and function of legal
institutions, along with a lively discussion of both criminal and civil law and their impact on society.
Unlike other books on law and society, Matthew Lippman takes an interdisciplinary approach that
highlights the relevance of the law throughout our society. Distinctive coverage of diversity,
inequality, civil liberties, and globalism is intertwined through an organized theme in a strong
narrative. The highly anticipated Fourth Edition of this practical and invigorating text introduces
students to both the influence of law on society and the influence of society on the law. Discussions
of the pressing issues facing today’s society include key topics such as the law and inequality,
international human rights, privacy and surveillance, and law and social control.

senate confirmation supreme court: A Year in the Life of the Supreme Court Paul M.
Barrett, Paul Barrett, 1995-07-28 This book is intended to give readers a sense of the richness of
Supreme Court litigation. The cases heard by the court are, first and foremost, cases, disputes
involving real people with real stories. The accidents and twists of circumstance that propelled their
lives into the rarefied arena of the Supreme Court are often compelling drama.

senate confirmation supreme court: Time Briton Hadden, Henry Robinson Luce, 1930 Reels
for 1973- include Time index, 1973-

senate confirmation supreme court: The Conservative Revolution of Antonin Scalia Howard
Schweber, David A Schultz, 2020-07-07 Many hoped or feared that Antonin Scalia’s appointment to
the Supreme Court in 1986 would guarantee a conservative counter-revolution that would reverse
the liberal jurisprudence of the Supreme Court under Chief Justice Earl Warren and which was
continued to some extent under the Burger Court though the influence of Justice William Brennan.
In addition, President Reagan described Scalia’s nomination as part of a project to remake the role
of the Court, promote an interpretive approach of originalism, and shift authority and discretion to
the States. Yet by the time of his death in 2016 it was unclear to what extent Scalia had effected the
legal, institutional, or political revolutions that had been anticipated. While the Court did move to
the right doctrinally, and reversed or modified many Vinson-Warren-Burger precedents, Scalia’s
influence on constitutional jurisprudence turned out to be far less than it could have been, and his
ability to persuade other Justices to adopt his legal views—both substantively and
methodologically—was less than many mainstream media accounts recognize. Scalia’s institutional
and political legacies are similarly complex: he was neither as transformative a figure as some of his



allies might have hoped nor so unimportant as some of his detractors might have wished. The fact
that his death and the controversy surrounding his replacement is so intense speaks to the fragile
legacy that Scalia really has had on the Supreme Court after 30 years. This book will assess Scalia’s
legacy in an edited volume that assembles leading legal and political science scholars who will
evaluate his impact across a range of jurisprudential, institutional, and political issues.

senate confirmation supreme court: The Judicial Process Christopher P. Banks, David M.
O'Brien, 2015-02-19 The Judicial Process: Law, Courts, and Judicial Politics is an all-new, concise yet
comprehensive core text that introduces students to the nature and significance of the judicial
process in the United States and across the globe. It is social scientific in its approach, situating the
role of the courts and their impact on public policy within a strong foundation in legal theory, or
political jurisprudence, as well as legal scholarship. Authors Christopher P. Banks and David M.
O’Brien do not shy away from the politics of the judicial process, and offer unique insight into
cutting-edge and highly relevant issues. In its distinctive boxes, “Contemporary Controversies over
Courts” and “In Comparative Perspective,” the text examines topics such as the dispute pyramid, the
law and morality of same-sex marriages, the “hardball politics” of judicial selection, plea bargaining
trends, the right to counsel and “pay as you go” justice, judicial decisions limiting the availability of
class actions, constitutional courts in Europe, the judicial role in creating major social change, and
the role lawyers, juries and alternative dispute resolution techniques play in the U.S. and throughout
the world. Photos, cartoons, charts, and graphs are used throughout the text to facilitate student
learning and highlight key aspects of the judicial process.
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