
social capital

social capital is a multidimensional concept that plays a crucial role in shaping societies, economies,
and organizations worldwide. It refers to the networks, relationships, and norms that enable
individuals and groups to work together effectively and gain mutual benefits. Social capital
encompasses trust, reciprocity, and cooperation, which facilitate collective action and improve social
cohesion. Understanding social capital is essential for policymakers, business leaders, and community
organizers, as it influences economic development, political stability, and individual well-being. This
article explores the definitions, types, benefits, measurement methods, and challenges associated
with social capital, providing a comprehensive overview of its significance in contemporary society.
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Understanding Social Capital
Social capital is a sociological and economic concept that captures the value of social networks and
the inclinations that arise from these networks to do things for each other. It is distinct from physical
or human capital, focusing instead on the quality and quantity of social interactions. The term gained
prominence through the work of scholars like Pierre Bourdieu, James Coleman, and Robert Putnam,
who emphasized its role in enabling cooperation and facilitating economic and social outcomes. At its
core, social capital represents the collective value of all social networks and the trustworthiness that
emerges from them.

Definition and Key Components
Social capital can be defined as the networks of relationships among people who live and work in a
particular society, enabling that society to function effectively. The key components include trust,
norms, and networks that foster coordination and cooperation. Trust reduces transaction costs and
uncertainty, norms create shared expectations, and networks provide channels for communication
and resource exchange.



Historical Evolution
The concept of social capital has evolved over time, initially rooted in sociology and political science
before expanding into economics and development studies. Early theorists focused on community
bonds and civic engagement, while recent research examines the implications of social capital in
globalization, urbanization, and digital communication. The evolution reflects increasing recognition of
social capital’s impact on diverse areas such as health, education, and economic prosperity.

Types of Social Capital
Social capital is often categorized into different types based on the nature of relationships and
networks involved. These distinctions help clarify how social capital operates in various contexts and
how it can be leveraged for different purposes.

Bonding Social Capital
Bonding social capital refers to the relationships within a tightly-knit group, such as family members,
close friends, or ethnic communities. This type of social capital provides emotional support and access
to scarce resources but may also lead to exclusivity and insularity.

Bridging Social Capital
Bridging social capital encompasses connections across diverse social groups, facilitating access to
new information, opportunities, and broader identities. It is crucial for social integration and
innovation, as it links people with different backgrounds and perspectives.

Linking Social Capital
Linking social capital describes relationships between individuals or groups and institutions or
authorities with differing levels of power. This form of social capital enables access to resources,
services, and political influence, playing a key role in governance and social mobility.

Benefits of Social Capital
The presence of strong social capital within communities, organizations, and societies yields
numerous advantages that extend across economic, social, and political domains.

Economic Benefits
Social capital contributes to economic growth by enhancing trust and cooperation, which reduce
transaction costs and facilitate business transactions. It promotes entrepreneurship, innovation, and
efficient labor markets. Communities with high social capital often exhibit better employment rates
and economic resilience.



Social and Community Benefits
High levels of social capital strengthen community bonds and improve social cohesion. It encourages
collective action to address common problems, supports mental and physical health, and reduces
crime rates. Social capital fosters a sense of belonging and mutual support among community
members.

Political Benefits
Social capital underpins democratic governance by encouraging citizen participation, civic
engagement, and trust in institutions. It helps build accountability and transparency, enabling
effective policymaking and social stability. Communities rich in social capital often demonstrate
higher voter turnout and stronger public institutions.

Measuring Social Capital
Assessing social capital poses methodological challenges due to its intangible nature, but various
approaches have been developed to quantify its presence and impact.

Quantitative Indicators
Quantitative measures include surveys capturing trust levels, frequency of social interactions,
membership in organizations, and participation in civic activities. Examples are generalized trust
questions, network size, and volunteering rates. These indicators provide empirical data for
comparative analysis.

Qualitative Assessments
Qualitative methods involve case studies, interviews, and ethnographic research to understand the
depth and quality of social relationships. These assessments explore the meanings, norms, and
dynamics underlying social capital, offering rich contextual insights.

Composite Indices
Composite indices combine multiple indicators to create a comprehensive social capital score. These
indices often integrate economic, social, and political variables to capture the multidimensional
nature of social capital. Examples include the World Bank’s Social Capital Assessment Tool (SOCAT)
and the Social Capital Index.

Challenges and Criticisms
Despite its benefits, social capital also faces several challenges and criticisms that highlight its
complexities and potential downsides.



Exclusivity and Inequality
Social capital can reinforce social exclusion and inequality if networks are homogenous and closed.
Bonding social capital, while supportive within groups, may limit access to broader opportunities and
perpetuate divisions. This can exacerbate social fragmentation and reduce social mobility.

Measurement Difficulties
The intangible and context-specific nature of social capital makes it difficult to measure accurately.
Variations in cultural norms and social structures complicate comparisons across regions or groups.
Moreover, quantitative indicators may fail to capture the qualitative aspects of trust and reciprocity.

Potential for Negative Outcomes
Social capital may facilitate harmful behaviors such as corruption, nepotism, or groupthink. Strong in-
group loyalty can undermine broader societal interests and foster exclusionary practices. Additionally,
overreliance on social capital may reduce formal institutional effectiveness.

Strategies to Build Social Capital
Building and maintaining social capital requires deliberate efforts at individual, organizational, and
policy levels to nurture trust, cooperation, and inclusive networks.

Community Engagement
Encouraging participation in local organizations, volunteering, and civic activities strengthens social
networks and trust among community members. Community events and initiatives promote
interaction and shared values.

Inclusive Policies
Policies that promote social inclusion, equal access to resources, and cross-group interaction enhance
bridging and linking social capital. Education, affordable housing, and anti-discrimination measures
contribute to more integrated societies.

Organizational Practices
Organizations can foster social capital by cultivating collaborative cultures, open communication, and
team-building activities. Leadership that values trust and reciprocity enhances internal networks and
external partnerships.



Leveraging Technology
Digital platforms and social media offer new avenues for building social capital by connecting
individuals across geographical and social boundaries. Online communities can supplement traditional
networks, although they require careful management to sustain trust.

Encourage regular community events and forums.

Support volunteer programs and civic education.

Implement diversity and inclusion initiatives.

Promote transparency and accountability in institutions.

Utilize technology to expand and maintain networks.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is social capital?
Social capital refers to the networks, relationships, and norms that facilitate collective action and
cooperation within a society or group.

Why is social capital important in communities?
Social capital is important because it enhances trust, cooperation, and information sharing, which can
lead to improved economic development, social cohesion, and collective problem-solving.

How does social capital impact economic growth?
High levels of social capital can boost economic growth by fostering trust and collaboration among
businesses, encouraging entrepreneurship, and reducing transaction costs.

What are the different types of social capital?
The main types of social capital are bonding social capital (strong ties within a close-knit group),
bridging social capital (connections across diverse social groups), and linking social capital
(relationships between individuals and institutions).

How can organizations build social capital?
Organizations can build social capital by promoting trust, encouraging open communication, fostering
teamwork, and creating opportunities for networking and collaboration.



What role does social capital play in public health?
Social capital contributes to public health by promoting supportive social networks, improving access
to health information, and encouraging healthy behaviors through community engagement.

Can social capital reduce social inequalities?
Yes, social capital can help reduce social inequalities by providing marginalized groups with access to
resources, information, and support through their social networks.

How is social capital measured?
Social capital is measured through surveys assessing trust, civic participation, social networks, and
norms of reciprocity within a community or group.

What challenges exist in developing social capital?
Challenges include social fragmentation, lack of trust, inequality, cultural differences, and limited
opportunities for social interaction and engagement.

How has social capital evolved with digital technology?
Digital technology has transformed social capital by enabling virtual networks and online
communities, which can both enhance and challenge traditional forms of trust and social cohesion.

Additional Resources
1. Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of American Community
Robert D. Putnam explores the decline of social capital in the United States over the latter half of the
20th century. Through meticulous research, he documents how Americans have become increasingly
disconnected from family, friends, neighbors, and democratic structures. The book highlights the
consequences of this decline on civic engagement and community well-being, while also suggesting
ways to rebuild social networks.

2. Social Capital: A Theory of Social Structure and Action
By Nan Lin, this book offers a comprehensive theoretical framework for understanding social capital.
Lin discusses how social networks provide resources and benefits to individuals and groups,
influencing outcomes in areas such as employment, health, and education. The text bridges sociology
and economics, providing valuable insights into how social capital functions within social structures.

3. Making Democracy Work: Civic Traditions in Modern Italy
Robert D. Putnam examines the role of social capital in the success of regional governments in Italy.
By comparing northern and southern Italy, he demonstrates how civic engagement and trust foster
effective governance. The book illustrates the importance of social networks and community
involvement in sustaining democratic institutions.

4. Trust: The Social Virtues and The Creation of Prosperity
Francis Fukuyama delves into the concept of trust as a fundamental component of social capital. He
argues that high-trust societies are more economically prosperous and politically stable. The book



explores cultural and institutional factors that build or erode trust, offering a broad perspective on the
intersection of social capital and economic development.

5. Social Capital and Economic Development: Well-Being in Developing Countries
This edited volume examines the impact of social capital on economic development in diverse cultural
contexts. Contributors analyze how networks, norms, and trust influence economic outcomes and
poverty reduction. The book provides empirical evidence and policy recommendations to harness
social capital for sustainable development.

6. The Death and Life of Great American Cities
Jane Jacobs emphasizes the significance of social capital in urban environments through vibrant
community interactions. She critiques modern urban planning for neglecting the organic social
networks that sustain neighborhoods. Jacobs advocates for preserving and fostering social capital to
create thriving, resilient cities.

7. Social Capital: Critical Perspectives
Edited by Stephen Baron, John Field, and Tom Schuller, this collection offers diverse critiques and
analyses of the social capital concept. It challenges simplistic interpretations and explores its
implications across social policy, education, and community development. The book encourages a
nuanced understanding of social capital’s complexities and limitations.

8. Community: The Structure of Belonging
Peter Block investigates how community building and social capital contribute to a sense of belonging
and collective responsibility. The book provides practical strategies for fostering inclusive
communities and enhancing social connections. Block’s approach underscores the transformative
power of social capital in addressing social issues.

9. Networks of Outrage and Hope: Social Movements in the Internet Age
Manuel Castells analyzes how digital networks shape social capital in contemporary social
movements. The book highlights the role of online connectivity in mobilizing collective action and
fostering solidarity. Castells offers insights into the evolving nature of social capital in the age of
information technology.
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  social capital: Social Capital David Halpern, 2005 This work presents an introduction to the
concept of social capital - a term which refers to the social networks, informal structures and norms
that facilitate individual and collective action.
  social capital: Social Capital John Field, 2004-06-02 The term 'social capital' is a way of
conceptualizing the intangible resources of community, shared values and trust upon which we draw
in daily life. It has achieved considerable currency in the social sciences through the very different
work of Bourdieu in France, and James Coleman and Robert Putnam in the States, and has been
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taken up within politics and sociology as a means of explaining the decline of social cohesion and
community values in many Western societies. This concise introduction, the only one currently
available, explains the theoretical underpinning of the subject, the empirical work that has been
done to explore its operation, and the effect that it has had on policy-making particularly within such
international governmental bodies as the World Bank and the European Commission. With genuine
cross-disciplinary appeal, this exceptional book will be of great interest to students of sociology,
politics and social policy.
  social capital: The Handbook of Social Capital Dario Castiglione, Jan W. van Deth,
Guglielmo Wolleb, 2008-04-17 Social capital is a relatively new concept in the social sciences. In the
last twenty or so years it has come to indicate that networks of social relationships represent a
'resource' for both the individual and society, since they provide support for the individual and
facilitate collective action. Although this is not an entirely new idea, the more systematic way in
which social capital captures such an intuition has created a new theoretical paradigm and helped to
develop a series of innovative research programmes in politics, economics, and the study of human
well-being. The concept has gained currency beyond academia, extending its influence to political
and policy-making circles at local, national, and international levels. It has also affected the way in
which social surveys are conceived and public policies assessed. As the idea of social capital has
spread, the literature about it has increased exponentially. After twenty years of rapid expansion it is
time for a more considered and critical assessment of how the original concept has been adapted
and refined, and how successful its application has been. The Handbook of Social Capital intends to
do precisely that. It offers a state-of-the-art view of discussions about the concept of social capital
and the way in which it has been applied in empirical research. The organization of the Handbook
reflects this intention by focusing on conceptual development and analysis in the first part; by
identifying two main areas of research in which social capital has favoured the development of new
and influential research programmes - political participation in democratic societies, and economic
development; and by exploring the more normative and policy oriented consequences of social
capital. All chapters comprising the volume were specifically written for the Handbook by some of
the main experts in the fields. The book provides authoritative and innovative introduction to the
study of social capital.
  social capital: Social Capital Nan Lin, 2002-05-20 1. Theories of Capital: The Historical
Foundation. 3. 2. Social Capital: Capital Captured through Social Relations. 19. 3. Resources,
Hierarchy, Networks, and Homophily: The Structural Foundation. 29. 4. Resources, Motivations, and
Interactions: The Action Foundation. 41. 5. The Theory and Theoretical Propositions. 55. 6. Social
Capital and Status Attainment: A Research Tradition. 78. 7. Inequality in Social Capital: A Research
Agenda. 99. 8. Social Capital and the Emergence of Social Structure: A Theory of Rational Choice.
127. 9. Reputation and Social Capital: The Rational Basis for Social Exchange. 143. 10. Social
Capital in Hierarchical Structures. 165. 11. Institutions, Networks, and Capital Building: Societal
Transformations. 184. 12. Cybernetworks and the Global Village: The Rise of Social Capital. 210. 13.
The Future of the Theory. 243. . References. 251. . Index. 267.
  social capital: Social Capital Theory Julia Häuberer, 2010-10-27 The field of social capital still
lacks a recognized general theory. Accordingly, various and sometimes inappropriate measurements
are used for it. Julia Häuberer contributes to filling in this gap and provides progress towards the
creation of a formalized social capital theory based on the founding concepts of social capital of
Bourdieu (1983) and Coleman (1988), and current concepts of Putnam (2000), Burt (1992) and Lin
(2001). The second part of the monograph focuses on the quality of measurements of the more
general concept of social capital derived in the first part. Therefore, the telephone survey “Social
Relationships among Czech Citizens” conducted as a test-retest experiment is analyzed. This book is
valuable reading for academics in Sociology and Political Science.
  social capital: Social Capital Ed. K.R. Gupta, Prasenjit Maiti, 2008
  social capital: Knowledge and Social Capital Eric Lesser, 2009-11-03 Social capital - the
informal networks, trust and common understanding among individuals in an organization -



determines major competitive advantages in today's networked economy. Knowledge and Social
Capital explains how social capital can drive collaboration, reconcile an organization's internal and
external labor markets, and improve organizational effectiveness. This edited compilation of
authoritative articles helps readers understand how they can build and capitalize on their own
organizations' social capital. Knowledge and Social Capital teaches core principles and important
strategies to a range of executives, including organizational development specialists, corporate
strategists, and knowledge management professionals. Readers will learn how an organization can:
  social capital: Social Capital Karen Cook, 2017-07-12 Leading scholars in the field of social
networks from diverse disciplines present the first systematic and comprehensive collection of
current theories and empirical research on the informal connections that individuals have for
support, help, and information from other people. Expanding on concepts originally formulated by
Pierre Bourdieu and James Coleman, this seminal work will find an essential place with educators
and students in the fields of social networks, rational choice theory, institutions, and the
socioeconomics of poverty, labor markets, social psychology, and race. The volume is divided into
three parts. The first segment clarifies social capital as a concept and explores its theoretical and
operational bases. Additional segments provide brief accounts that place the development of social
capital in the context of the family of capital theorists, and identify some critical but controversial
perspectives and statements regarding social capital in the literature. The editors then make the
argument for the network perspective, why and how such a perspective can clarify controversies and
advance our understanding of a whole range of instrumental and expressive outcomes. Social
Capital further provides a forum for ongoing research programs initiated by social scientists working
at the crossroads of formal theory and new methods. These scholars and programs share certain
understandings and approaches in their analyses of social capital. They argue that social networks
are the foundation of social capital. Social networks simultaneously capture individuals and social
structure, thus serving as a vital conceptual link between actions and structural constraints,
between micro- and macro-level analyses, and between relational and collective dynamic processes.
They are further cognizant of the dual significance of the structural features of the social networks
and the resources embedded in the networks as defining elements of social c
  social capital: The Problem of Forming Social Capital F. Herreros, 2004-07-15 Social
capital is a concept which has only recently been incorporated into the social sciences. It has been
used to explain a series of phenomena ranging from the creation of human capital and the
effectiveness of democratic institutions to the reduction of crime or the eradication of poverty.
However, there is not a general explanation about how to create social capital. That is the aim of this
book. More concretely, it answers the following questions: How to create social capital? and what
accounts for the different stocks of social capital between states? These questions are answered
both theoretically and empirically, using quantitative and qualitative analysis as well as game
theoretic models.
  social capital: Social Capital Nan Lin, Karen S. Cook, Ronald S. Burt, 2001-01-01 Leading
scholars in the field of social networks from diverse disciplines present the first systematic and
comprehensive collection of current theories and empirical research on the informal connections
that individuals have for support, help, and information from other people. Expanding on concepts
originally formulated by Pierre Bourdieu and James Coleman, this seminal work will find an essential
place with educators and students in the fields of social networks, rational choice theory,
institutions, and the socioeconomics of poverty, labor markets, social psychology, and race. The
volume is divided into three parts. The first segment clarifies social capital as a concept and explores
its theoretical and operational bases. Additional segments provide brief accounts that place the
development of social capital in the context of the family of capital theorists, and identify some
critical but controversial perspectives and statements regarding social capital in the literature. The
editors then make the argument for the network perspective, why and how such a perspective can
clarify controversies and advance our understanding of a whole range of instrumental and
expressive outcomes. Social Capital further provides a forum for ongoing research programs



initiated by social scientists working at the crossroads of formal theory and new methods. These
scholars and programs share certain understandings and approaches in their analyses of social
capital. They argue that social networks are the foundation of social capital. Social networks
simultaneously capture individuals and social structure, thus serving as a vital conceptual link
between actions and structural constraints, between micro- and macro-level analyses, and between
relational and collective dynamic processes. They are further cognizant of the dual significance of
the structural features of the social networks and the resources embedded in the networks as
defining elements of social capital. Nan Lin is professor of sociology, Duke University. Karen Cook is
Ray Lyman Wilber Professor of Sociology, Department of Sociology, Stanford University. Ronald S.
Burt is Hobart W. Williams Professor of Sociology and Strategy, University of Chicago Graduate
School of Business.
  social capital: Contexts of Social Capital Ray-May Hsung, Nan Lin, Ronald L. Breiger,
2010-11-24 One of the hottest concepts in international academic social-science research, social
capital refers to the ways in which people make use of social networks in getting ahead. This book
presents the latest contributions and advances in theory and method in this important field.
  social capital: Creation and Returns of Social Capital Henk Flap, Beate Völker, 2004-08-02
The idea of a social capital research program has become increasingly significant within the social
sciences. This collection of essays contributes to a theoretical integration as well as standardization
of measurement instruments and co-ordination of empirical research on the significance of social
capital.
  social capital: Brokerage and Closure Ronald S. Burt, 2005-08-11 Social Capital, the advantage
created by location in social structure, is a critical element in business strategy. Who has it, how it
works, and how to develop it have become key questions as markets, organizations, and careers
become more and more dependent on informal, discretionary relationships. The formal organization
deals with accountability; Everything else flows through the informal: advice, coordination,
cooperation friendship, gossip, knowledge, trust.Informal relations have always been with us, they
have always mattered. What is new is the range of activities in which they now matter, and the
emerging clarity we have about how they create advantage for certain people at the expense of
others. This is done by brokerage and closure.Ronald S. Burt builds upon his celebrated work in this
area to explore the nature of brokerage and closure. Brokerage is the activity of people who live at
the intersection of social worlds, who have a vision advantage of seeing and developing good ideas,
an advantage which can be seen in their compensation, recognition, and the responsibility they're
entrusted with in comparison to their peers. Closure is the tightening of coordination in a closed
network of people, and people who do this dowell as a complement to brokers because of the trust
and alignment they create. Brokerage and Closure explores how these elements work together to
define social capital, showing how in the business world reputation has come to replace authority,
pursued opportunity assignment, and reward has come tobe associated with achieving competitive
advantage in a social order of continuous disequilibrium.
  social capital: Rethinking Social Capital Bankston III, Carl L., 2022-05-13 Innovation for
Entrepreneurs presents a powerful but easy to apply toolkit for innovation, based on Professors
Meyer and Lee’s decades of experience as company founders and innovators for corporations around
the globe. This textbook includes guidance in developing new product and service ideas with
genuine impact, building teams around these ideas, understanding customers’ needs, translating
these needs into compelling product and service designs, and creating initial prototypes. It also
helps students learn how to scope and size target markets and position an innovation successfully
relative to competitors. These methods are fundamental for any new, impactful venture.
  social capital: Social Capital Joonmo Son, 2020-05-11 Social capital is a principal concept
across the social sciences and has readily entered into mainstream discourse. In short, it is popular.
However, this popularity has taken its toll. Social capital suffers from a lack of consensus because of
the varied ways it is measured, defined, and deployed by different researchers. It has been put to
work in ways that stretch and confuse its conceptual value, blurring the lines between networks,



trust, civic engagement, and any type of collaborative action. This clear and concise volume presents
the diverse theoretical approaches of scholars from Marx, Coleman, and Bourdieu to Putnam,
Fukuyama, and Lin, carefully analyzing their commonalities and differences. Joonmo Son categorizes
this wealth of work according to whether its focus is on the necessary preconditions for social
capital, its structural basis, or its production. He distinguishes between individual and collective
social capital (from shared resources of a personal network to pooled assets of a whole society), and
interrogates the practical impact social capital has had in various policy areas (from health to
economic development). Social Capital will be of immense value to readers across the social sciences
and practitioners in relevant fields seeking to understand this mercurial concept.
  social capital: Social Capital Viva Ona Bartkus, James H. Davis, 2010-01-01 For this book
Bartkus and Davis assembled the social capital equivalent of the New York Yankees slugger s row of
the 1950s, recruiting some of the best Hall of Fame hitters around along with a number of future
stars still early in their careers. The result is a good reflection of the current state of the literature
on social capital. Robert D. Putnam, Harvard University, US Social capital is widely used and
sometimes mis-used by scholars, policymakers, and the general public. The time has come for
thoughtful reflection, synthesis, and informed criticism regarding this important concept. Bartkus
and Davis have developed a ground-breaking collection of essays exploring the ideas and evidence
underpinning social capital. Denise M. Rousseau, Carnegie Mellon University, US At heart, social
capital is a simple concept that relationships matter. Bartkus and Davis foster a vibrant debate
among leading scholars as to the critical definition, creation, and consequences of social capital. I
commend Bartkus and Davis for their interdisciplinary efforts, for there is no more important
challenge facing the social sciences today than the exploration of trust and social capital in our
society. Father Theodore Hesburgh, University of Notre Dame, US Social capital has taken the social
sciences by storm yet remains fraught with controversy. Despite its complexity and conceptual
difficulties, the persistent interest in social capital arises from the fact that it helps us make sense of
why people do what they do. This book showcases new innovative research in economics, politics,
sociology, and management regarding the topic. Leading scholars from a variety of disciplines
present ground-breaking new research exploring the still-undiscovered value of social capital. The
book employs a self-consciously multi-disciplinary approach to address two objectives: reaching out
and reaching in. Through theoretical and empirical scholarship, the authors explore the many
contexts in which the phenomenon can have impact. In effect, social capital research reaches out to
issues of economic well-being, civic participation, educational achievement, knowledge and norm
formation, and competitive advantage. Further, the authors investigate the many connections
between the core themes of social capital and the pillars on which it rests, including structural
networks, cognition, relationships and trust. This book is fundamentally about bridging bridging
across disciplines, units of analysis, and themes. Scholars, students, and other interested readers
from the social sciences and management will find this book challenging and illuminating.
  social capital: Social Capital and Economics Asimina Christoforou, John Davis, 2014-05-30 This
volume provides a collection of critical new perspectives on social capital theory by examining how
social values, power relationships, and social identity interact with social capital. This book seeks to
extend this theory into what have been largely under-investigated domains, and, at the same time,
address long-standing, classic questions in the literature concerning the forms, determinants, and
consequences of social capital. Social capital can be understood in terms of social norms and
networks. It manifests itself in patterns of trust, reciprocity, and cooperation. The authors argue that
the degree to which and the different ways in which people exhibit these distinctively social
behaviours depend on how norms and networks elicit their values, reflect power relationships, and
draw on their social identities. This volume accordingly adopts a variety of different concepts and
measures that incorporate the variety of contextually-specific factors that operate on social capital
formation. In addition, it adopts an interdisciplinary outlook that combines a wide range of social
science disciplines and methods of social research. Our objective is to challenge standard rationality
theory explanations of norms and networks which overlook the role of values, power, and identity.



This volume appeals to researchers and students in multiple social sciences, including economics,
sociology, political science, social psychology, history, public policy, and international relations, that
employ social capital concepts and methods in their research. It can be seen as a set of new
extensions of social capital theory in connection with its themes of social values, power, and identity
that would advance the scholarly literature on social norms and networks and their impact on social
change and public welfare.
  social capital: Theories of Social Capital Ben Fine, 2010-01-11 Tracing the evolution of social
capital since his highly acclaimed contribution of 2001 (Social Capital Versus Social Theory), Ben
Fine consolidates his position as the world's leading critic of the concept. Fine forcibly demonstrates
how social capital has expanded across the social sciences only by degrading the different
disciplines and topics that it touches: a McDonaldisation of social theory. The rise and fall of social
capital at the World Bank is critically explained as is social capital's growing presence in disciplines,
such as management studies, and its relative absence in others, such as social history. Writing with
a sharp critical edge, Fine not only deconstructs the roller-coaster presence of social capital across
the social sciences but also draws out lessons on how (and how not) to do research.
  social capital: Urban Social Capital Gregory W. Streich, 2016-02-11 This volume presents a
kaleidoscopic view of the norms and forms of contemporary city life, focusing especially on the
processes of social capital (de)formation in the urban milieu. It brings together studies from highly
diverse urban settings, such as squatter re-settlement projects in Kathmandu, urban funeral
societies in Africa, an HIV/AIDS community in Los Angeles, the poor of Harare, pensioners in
Shanghai, Maori gangs in Auckland, and a Roma boxing club in Prague, among others. Contributors
draw on contemporary theory and research in social capital, political economy, urban planning and
policy, social movements, civil society and democracy to explore how social norms, networks,
connections and ties are created, deployed - and often frayed - under conditions of social complexity,
inequality, cultural pluralism, and the ethno-racial diversity and division characteristic of urban
contexts throughout the world. In this way, the volume engages in a genuinely globalized - and
globalizing - discussion of contemporary urban social life and stands as a unique and timely
interdisciplinary contribution to the ever-expanding literature devoted to social capital.
  social capital: Social Capital in American Life Brian J. Jones, 2018-07-12 Embarking from a
model of social capital hinging upon four social structures—work, family, social networks, and
voluntary associations—Brian Jones empirically examines the widespread claims that American
society is becoming less sociable, trusting, and cooperative. Breaking down datasets drawn from the
General Social Survey (conducted 27 times from 1972 to 2008), Social Capital in American Life
depicts the social values drawn from the four established social structures, as well as their
interrelationships, their determinants, and ultimately their social capital, through a series of
statistical and econometric methods. This rigorous, empirically driven analysis reveals how
American society both confirms and repudiates fears about decreased cooperation given different
cases and parameters.
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