
running in the family

running in the family is a phrase often used to describe traits, behaviors,
or characteristics that appear consistently across multiple generations
within a family. This concept extends beyond just genetics to include
cultural influences, habits, and shared environments that contribute to
familial similarities. In this article, we will explore the various
dimensions of what it means for something to be running in the family,
including genetic inheritance, environmental factors, and psychological
influences. Understanding these elements provides valuable insight into how
traits and tendencies are passed down or cultivated among relatives.
Additionally, the article will cover common examples of traits that tend to
run in families, the role of nature versus nurture, and how modern science
approaches the study of hereditary patterns. A comprehensive look at this
topic illuminates the complex interplay between biology and environment in
shaping individuals and families alike.
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Genetic Foundations of Traits Running in the
Family

Genetics play a fundamental role in many traits that are said to be running
in the family. Genes, the basic units of heredity, are passed from parents to
offspring and contain instructions that influence physical characteristics,
predispositions to certain health conditions, and even behavioral tendencies.
The study of genetics has revealed how specific genes or combinations thereof
contribute to the inheritance of traits such as eye color, height, and
susceptibility to diseases.

Inheritance Patterns

Traits running in families often follow established inheritance patterns,
including dominant, recessive, and sex-linked transmission. Dominant traits
require only one copy of a gene to be expressed, while recessive traits need
two copies. Sex-linked traits are associated with genes located on sex
chromosomes. Understanding these patterns helps explain why some traits
appear frequently in families, while others may skip generations or affect
only certain members.



Genetic Mutations and Variations

Occasionally, new genetic mutations arise that can be passed on to
descendants, introducing variation into familial traits. While many mutations
have no noticeable effect, some can cause inherited disorders or unique
characteristics that become identifiable in family lineages. Genetic
variations also contribute to differences among family members, even when
certain traits are commonly observed.

Environmental and Cultural Influences

While genetics provide the blueprint, environmental and cultural factors play
a critical role in shaping traits that appear to be running in the family.
Shared environments, lifestyle choices, and cultural practices influence
physical and psychological development, often reinforcing familial
similarities.

Shared Living Environments

Family members typically grow up in similar environments where diet,
socioeconomic status, education, and exposure to environmental factors affect
their health and behavior. These shared conditions can contribute to patterns
such as familial obesity, language acquisition, or attitudes toward education
that seem to “run in the family.”

Cultural Traditions and Family Practices

Cultural heritage and family traditions also impact traits that are passed
down through generations. Customs related to diet, religion, social behavior,
and occupational choices can influence the development of habits and values
that become a hallmark of a particular family.

Common Traits and Conditions Running in
Families

Many traits and conditions are commonly observed to run in families due to a
combination of genetic and environmental factors. These can range from
physical characteristics to health conditions and behavioral tendencies.

Physical Traits

Physical characteristics such as hair and eye color, facial features, height,
and body type often exhibit familial patterns. These traits are usually
influenced by multiple genes and can be strong indicators of biological
relationships.



Health Conditions

Certain diseases and health conditions, including heart disease, diabetes,
certain cancers, and mental health disorders, have been shown to have
familial links. A family history of these conditions often signifies a higher
risk for individuals, underscoring the importance of genetic counseling and
preventive healthcare.

Behavioral and Psychological Traits

Behavioral patterns and psychological traits such as temperament,
intelligence, and susceptibility to mood disorders may also run in families.
Although these traits are complex and influenced by many factors, familial
studies have identified genetic components as well as environmental
contributions.

Nature versus Nurture Debate

The phrase running in the family often raises the question of nature versus
nurture: to what extent are inherited traits determined by genetics versus
environmental influences? This longstanding debate continues to evolve as
research deepens our understanding of human development.

Genetic Predisposition versus Environmental Impact

Many traits result from an interplay between genetic predisposition and
environmental factors. For example, a person may inherit genes that
predispose them to high intelligence, but their actual cognitive development
will depend heavily on their upbringing and educational opportunities.

Epigenetics and Gene Expression

Epigenetics is a growing field that studies how environmental factors can
influence gene expression without altering the DNA sequence. This means that
lifestyle, stress, and nutrition can affect how genes are turned on or off,
potentially impacting traits that run in families across generations.

Scientific Approaches to Studying Familial
Traits

Modern science employs various methods to study traits running in families,
aiming to distinguish the contributions of genetics and environment and to
identify the underlying biological mechanisms.

Family and Twin Studies

Family studies assess trait prevalence among relatives, while twin studies
compare identical and fraternal twins to estimate genetic influence. These
approaches help quantify heritability and the role of shared environments in



familial traits.

Genomic and Molecular Research

Advances in genomic sequencing and molecular biology allow researchers to
identify specific genes associated with familial traits and diseases. These
tools facilitate personalized medicine approaches and improve understanding
of complex hereditary patterns.

Longitudinal and Epidemiological Studies

Longitudinal studies track individuals and families over extended periods,
providing insight into how traits develop and change. Epidemiological
research examines patterns in populations to identify familial risk factors
and preventive measures.

Recognition of genetics as a major factor in familial traits

Significance of shared environments and cultural transmission

Diverse examples of physical, health-related, and behavioral traits

Interplay of nature and nurture in trait development

Scientific methodologies advancing the understanding of hereditary
patterns

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the phrase 'running in the family' mean?

The phrase 'running in the family' means that a particular trait,
characteristic, or condition is common among members of the same family,
often passed down through genetics or shared environment.

Can diseases run in the family?

Yes, certain diseases like diabetes, heart disease, and some types of cancer
can run in families due to genetic predispositions and shared lifestyle
factors.

Is talent running in the family always genetic?

Not necessarily; while genetics can play a role in talents such as musical
ability or athleticism, environment, upbringing, and practice also
significantly influence skill development.



How can I find out if a health condition runs in my
family?

You can gather a detailed family medical history from your relatives and
discuss it with a healthcare professional who may recommend genetic testing
or preventive measures.

Does personality run in the family?

Personality traits can have genetic components, but they are also shaped by
environmental factors, upbringing, and personal experiences, so they are
influenced by both nature and nurture.

Are there any famous examples of traits running in
the family?

Yes, for example, the Bach family is known for musical talent spanning
generations, and certain royal families have a history of specific genetic
disorders.

Can lifestyle choices affect traits that run in the
family?

Absolutely; lifestyle choices such as diet, exercise, and smoking can
influence the expression or impact of inherited traits, especially regarding
health-related conditions.

Is it possible to break the cycle of negative traits
running in the family?

Yes, through awareness, lifestyle changes, and sometimes medical
intervention, individuals can reduce or prevent the manifestation of negative
traits or hereditary conditions.

How do scientists study traits that run in families?

Scientists use methods like genetic studies, family pedigrees, and twin
studies to understand how certain traits or diseases are inherited and
expressed in families.

Can psychological conditions run in the family?

Yes, some psychological conditions such as depression, anxiety, and bipolar
disorder have genetic components and may run in families, though environment
also plays a crucial role.

Additional Resources
1. Running in the Family by Michael Ondaatje
This semi-autobiographical memoir explores the author's return to Sri Lanka
to reconnect with his family and heritage. Through vivid storytelling,
Ondaatje captures the eccentricities, histories, and complexities of his



ancestors. The book blends personal narrative with cultural history, painting
a rich portrait of family ties and identity.

2. Family Running: The Legacy of Generations by Sarah Thompson
A compelling exploration of families who have passed down the passion for
running through generations. The book delves into how shared athletic
pursuits strengthen family bonds and shape individual identities. It also
highlights inspiring stories of perseverance and tradition within running
families.

3. Inherited Stride: The Genetics of Running in Families by Dr. Emily Carter
This scientific yet accessible book examines the role of genetics and
environment in developing running talent. Dr. Carter discusses studies on
hereditary traits that influence endurance, speed, and recovery. Readers will
gain insight into how family background can impact athletic potential.

4. Running Through Generations by Marcus Lee
A heartwarming narrative about a family where running is more than a
sport—it's a way of life. The story follows multiple family members as they
train, compete, and support each other across decades. It highlights themes
of legacy, commitment, and the power of shared passion.

5. Race to Remember: Stories of Family and Running by Olivia Martinez
This collection of true stories showcases diverse families connected by their
love of running. Each chapter offers a unique perspective on how running
shapes relationships and life choices. The book emphasizes resilience,
cultural heritage, and the joy found in running together.

6. From Generation to Generation: Running and Family Traditions by David
Nguyen
David Nguyen explores how running traditions are passed down within families
from different cultures. The book includes interviews, historical accounts,
and personal anecdotes that celebrate the continuity of running as a family
value. It’s an inspiring read for those interested in sports and cultural
heritage.

7. Stride by Stride: A Family’s Journey in Running by Hannah Roberts
This memoir tells the story of a mother and daughter who bond over their
shared love for running. It highlights the challenges and triumphs they face
individually and together on and off the track. The narrative offers insights
into how running can deepen family connections.

8. Legacy on the Track by James O’Connor
James O’Connor documents the story of a family renowned for producing elite
runners across multiple generations. The book examines training philosophies,
family dynamics, and the sacrifices involved in maintaining a legacy of
excellence. It’s an inspiring testament to dedication and family pride.

9. Heartbeats and Footsteps: Running Families Around the World by Priya Singh
This global perspective highlights families from various countries who share
a passion for running. Through interviews and vivid storytelling, Priya Singh
captures the universal language of running as a connector of generations and
cultures. The book celebrates diversity, perseverance, and family unity
through sport.
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  running in the family: Running in the Family Michael Ondaatje, 2011-03-23 In the late
1970s Ondaatje returned to his native island of Sri Lanka. As he records his journey through the
drug-like heat and intoxicating fragrances of that pendant off the ear of India, Ondaatje
simultaneously retraces the baroque mythology of his Dutch-Ceylonese family. An inspired travel
narrative and family memoir by an exceptional writer.
  running in the family: Running in the Family by Michael Ondaatje Steven Conte, 2004
  running in the family: Reflections K. Peter Stich, 1988 This volume discusses the
autobiographical inclination in Canadian literature, exploring works by such writers as Alice Munro,
W.O. Mitchell, Michael Ondaatje, John Glassco, and Susanna Moodie. Others works, including the
oral memoirs of a Métis, an Inuit's account as being civil servant in Ottawa, and the autobiographical
writings of pioneer women and French missionaries are examined to show the depth and breadth of
this tradition in Canada. These texts act as starting points for an in depth look at the relationships
between autobiography, biography and fiction in Canadian literature. Published in English.
  running in the family: Running in the Family Michael Ondaatje, 2009 In Michael Ondaatje's
beloved family memoir, fact and fiction blur to create a dazzlingly original portrait of a lost time and
place. Ondaatje left Ceylon (now Sri Lanka) at the age of eleven. Almost twenty-five years later, he
returned to sort out the recollected fragments of experience, legend, and family scandal, and to
reconstruct the carefree, doomed life his parents and grandparents had led in a place where couples
danced the tango in the moonlight, where drink, gambling, and romance were the main occupations
of the upper class. Rich with eccentric characters and captivating stories, and set against the exotic
landscape of a colonial empire in decline, Running in the Family is Ondaatje's unforgettable journey
through memory and imagination to reclaim his past.
  running in the family: How to Use the Word “Run” In English: A Comprehensive Guide
to the Word “Run” Manik Joshi, 2020-08-20 This Book Covers The Following Topics: 01. English
Verb -- ‘Run’ 02. Meanings of the Main Verb ‘Run’ 03. Idioms With the Word ‘Run’ 04. Phrasal Verbs
With the Word ‘Run’ 05. Proverbs/Sayings With the Word ‘Run’ 06. Useful Expressions With the
Word ‘Run’ 07. English Word: ‘Run’ -- Useful Notes 08. Conjugation of the Verb ‘Run’ Sample This:
Run is an irregular verb. Its three forms are as follows: First Form (Base Form) -- RUN Second Form
(Past Form) -- RAN Third Form (Past Participle) -- RUN Present Perfect of ‘Run’ – Have/Has Run Past
Perfect of ‘Run’ -- Had Run -ING Form of ‘Run’ – Running Infinitive of ‘Run’ -- To Run MOST
COMMON Meanings OF “RUN” AS THE MAIN VERB ARE AS FOLLOWS: Meaning 01: to move fast
with your legs Example Sentences: Run as fast as you can. Can cameramen run as fast as the
sprinters? He ran to the shop. She ran to help him They ran when the earthquake occurred. Meaning
02: to travel a particular distance by running Example Sentence: He was able to run a mile in 5
minutes. Meaning 03: to manage and be in charge of a business, etc Example Sentences: What skills
are needed to successfully run a hotel? Can somebody run a business out of an apartment or other
rented property? How many solar panels are needed to run a house? It takes a team to run a
restaurant. Actually, I am running a play school individually and wish to set up a higher secondary
school. It's hard to run a company professionally while simultaneously taking care of the family. It is
far more expensive to run a news channel than an entertainment channel. I just let her run my life
basically. Every owner has the authority to make decisions about how the business is run. Meaning
04: (ran sth) + (adv./prep.) to move sth in a particular direction Example Sentences: She ran her

http://www.speargroupllc.com/gacor1-24/pdf?docid=Mdf74-9827&title=running-in-the-family.pdf
http://www.speargroupllc.com/gacor1-15/Book?dataid=tqj97-4103&title=government-in-america-ap-edition.pdf
http://www.speargroupllc.com/gacor1-15/Book?dataid=tqj97-4103&title=government-in-america-ap-edition.pdf


fingers through her loosened hair for a while. I ran my eyes over the page. He quickly ran her eyes
all over his house. She ran her eyes hurriedly over the clothes rack. She ran her eyes over every inch
of his face. He quickly ran his eyes through the whole document. He ran his hand through his bushy
beard as he stared at the wall. Meaning 05: to unstoppably continue for a specified period of time
Example Sentences: (run for sth) The festival ran for two weeks in June. His campaign ran for three
months and reached hundreds of thousands of viewers across the country. He started his own
business, which he ran for five years. My factory runs for five day,s followed by two days of closure.
(run and run) The civil war may run and run despite the unity pledge.
  running in the family: Diversité Déconstruite Et Recconstruite de L'oeuvre de Michael
Ondaatje Jean-Michel Lacroix, 1999
  running in the family: Trading Magic for Fact, Fact for Magic Marc Colavincenzo, 2003
This study brings together three major areas of interest - history, postmodern fiction, and myth.
Whereas neither history and postmodern fiction nor history and myth are strangers to one another,
postmodernism and myth are odd bedfellows. For many critics, postmodern thought with its
resistance to metanarratives stands in direct and deliberate contrast to myth with its apparent
tendency to explain the world by means of neat, complete narratives. There is a strain of postmodern
Canadian historical fiction in which myth actually forms a complement not only to postmodernism's
suspicion of master-narratives but also to its privileging of those marginal and at times ignored
areas of history. The fourteen works of Canadian fiction considered demonstrate a doubled impulse
which at first glance seems contradictory. On the one hand, they go about demythologizing - in the
Barthesian sense - various elements of historical discourse, exposing its authority as not simply a
natural given but as a construct. This includes the fact that the view of history portrayed in the
fiction has been either underrepresented or suppressed by official historiography. On the other
hand, the history is then re-mythologized, in that it becomes part of a pre-existing myth, its mythic
elements are foregrounded, myth and magic are woven into the narrative, or it is portrayed as
extraordinary in some way. The result is an empowering of these histories for the future; they are
made larger than life and unforgettable.
  running in the family: Masculine Migrations Daniel Coleman, 1998-01-01 Examines the
representation of masculinities in the work of some of Canada's most exciting writers, including
Michael Ondaatje, and Rohinton Mistry, to show how cross-cultural migration disrupts assumed
codes for masculine behaviour and practice.
  running in the family: Writing Within / Without / About Sri Lanka Paolo Brusasco, 2010-12-01
Paola Brusasco's study offers an original insight into Sri Lankan literature in English and an
exploration of cultural, social, and linguistic issues at the basis of the country's ethnic conflict. By
focussing on two distinctive and representative writers, both Burghers, yet with different personal
histories, Brusasco confronts issues of cartography, history, and language, all contributing to a
specific definition of identity. Both Ondaatje and Muller are outsiders, the former because of his
diasporic existence, the latter because of his excentricity within the reality of a divided country
where the legacy of British colonialism and the process of redefinition following independence in
1948, as well as matters of geography and history, become crucial to writers.
  running in the family: Handbook of Autobiography / Autofiction Martina Wagner-Egelhaaf,
2019-01-29 Autobiographical writings have been a major cultural genre from antiquity to the present
time. General questions of the literary as, e.g., the relation between literature and reality, truth and
fiction, the dependency of author, narrator, and figure, or issues of individual and cultural styles
etc., can be studied preeminently in the autobiographical genre. Yet, the tradition of life-writing has,
in the course of literary history, developed manifold types and forms. Especially in the globalized
age, where the media and other technological / cultural factors contribute to a rapid transformation
of lifestyles, autobiographical writing has maintained, even enhanced, its popularity and importance.
By conceiving autobiography in a wide sense that includes memoirs, diaries, self-portraits and
autofiction as well as media transformations of the genre, this three-volume handbook offers a
comprehensive survey of theoretical approaches, systematic aspects, and historical developments in



an international and interdisciplinary perspective. While autobiography is usually considered to be a
European tradition, special emphasis is placed on the modes of self-representation in non-Western
cultures and on inter- and transcultural perspectives of the genre. The individual contributions are
closely interconnected by a system of cross-references. The handbook addresses scholars of cultural
and literary studies, students as well as non-academic readers.
  running in the family: Postmodern Fiction in Canada Theo D'Haen, Hans Bertens, 1992
  running in the family: Between Homelands in Michael Ondaatje’s Fiction Julie Mehta,
Harish Mehta, 2024-09-13 Between Homelands in Michael Ondaatje’s Fiction is a comprehensive
study of the novels of the Sri Lankan-Canadian author and poet, Michael Ondaatje. This survey of
the Booker Prize-winning novelist’s works locates him as a powerful voice that urges globalization
and multiculture in a world that is closing its borders. It reconnoitres Ondaatje’s search for a
homeland by cracking open the core of his evocative, inventive, and innovative concepts that
undergird his art of storytelling. The contributors in this volume examine themes such as literary
cosmopolitanism, Sri Lankan identity, diasporic identity, race and racism, home and belonging,
trauma in the Sri Lankan civil war, war games, and uncertainty theory. An important contribution to
Ondaatje studies, the book is an indispensable resource for students and researchers of Sri Lankan
literature, diasporic and world literatures, South Asian and Canadian studies, cultural studies,
postcolonial fiction, and history.
  running in the family: Asian Diasporas Robbie B.H. Goh, Shawn Wong, 2004-03-01 Asian
diasporas are all too often seen in terms of settlement problems in a host nation, where the focus is
on issues of crime, housing, employment, racism and related concerns. The essays in this volume
view Asian diasporic movements in the context of globalization and global citizenship, in which
multiple cultural allegiances, influences and claims together create complex negotiations of
identity.Examining a range of cultural documents through which such negotiations are conducted —
literature and other forms of writing, media, popular culture, urban spaces, military inscriptions, and
so on — the essays in this volume explore the meanings and experiences involved in the two major
Asian diasporic movements, those of South and East Asia.
  running in the family: Working with Children of Alcoholics Bryan E. Robinson, J. Lyn
Rhoden, 1998 This expanded edition of Working With Children of Alcoholics will be important for
social workers, psychologists, school administrators, teachers, drug and alcohol counselors, and
pastoral counselors. It is also an excellent supplemental text for practitioners in training and in
graduate courses in family and community, adjustment problems of youth, substance abuse, and
human services.
  running in the family: God's Plan for the Family Minister Jerome A. Baines Sr, 2007-07
Have you ever wonder what or why you here? Why does certain things take place in your life? Then
this book will help you to get a better understanding that all that we go through is no accident but
it's all been plan predestined.
  running in the family: Reciprocities in the Nonfiction Novel John Russell, 2000 Nonfiction
novels have usually been associated with the new journalism writers of the 1960s such as Tom
Wolfe, Norman Mailer, and Truman Capote. Yet this form has long commanded a key position in the
literary canon, as John Russell now reveals. Russell identifies eleven major works not usually
thought of as nonfiction novels, such as Isak Dinesen's Out of Africa and E. E. Cummings's The
Enormous Room, to create a new definition of the genre. He shows that journalistic writing is
characterized by a reporter's proprietary stance, which undermines reciprocity with subjects, while
true nonfiction novels feature greater reciprocity and also employ such techniques as circular
narrative and bricolage.Reciprocities in the Nonfiction Novel contributes to ongoing explorations of
literary forms and offers wise commentary on how writing about real life can become art.
  running in the family: The Diaspora Writes Home Jasbir Jain, 2017-09-13 This book by
eminent author Jasbir Jain explores the many ways the diaspora remembers and reflects upon the
lost homeland, and their relationship with their own ancestry, history of the homeland, culture and
the current political conflicts. Amongst the questions this book asks is, ‘how does the diaspora relate



to their home, and what is the homeland's relationship to the diaspora as representatives of the
contemporary homeland in another country?’. The last is an interesting point of discussion since the
'present' of the homeland and of the diaspora cannot be equated. The transformations that new
locations have brought about as migrants have travelled through time and interacted with the
politics of their settled lands---Africa, Fiji, the Caribbean Islands, the UK, the US, Canada, as well as
the countries created out of British India, such as Pakistan and Bangladesh---have altered their
affiliations and perspectives. This book gathers multiple dispersions of emigrant writers and artistes
from South Asia across time and space to the various homelands they relate to now. The word ‘write’
is used in its multiplicity to refer to creative expression, as an inscription, as connectivity, and
remembrance. Writing is also a representation and carries its own baggage of poetics and
aesthetics, categories which need to be problematised vis-à-vis the writer and his/her emotional
location.
  running in the family: The Complete Idiot's Guide to a Successful Family Business Janis Raye,
Neil Raphel, 2009-08-04 It's all in the family Family businesses are the backbone of any economy,
but they can present a host of challenges that can affect their chances of success. The Complete
Idiot's Guide® to a Successful Family Business is the most current and comprehensive book that
tells the proprietors of family concerns how to deal with such unique issues, including expansion
beyond the original family business, and family versus hired management. • 80 percent of all
businesses in America are family-run • Written by a nationally known author team • Instructive
anecdotes about successful businesses provide practical, hands-on-advice
  running in the family: It Runs In My Family Joan C. Barth, 2013-10-28 This volume offers
therapists effective, practical strategies for helping patients overcome the psychological impact of a
history of serious illness in the family. Using illustrative case material, the author discusses the
feelings of powerlessness that family illness can produce in an individual, and describes techniques
for fostering a healthier, more empowered attitude. She shows how various assessment exercises
and validation techniques can help the person distinguish between reality and the myths that
evolved as a result of the family illness.
  running in the family: Family Business on the Couch Manfred F. R. Kets de Vries, Randel S.
Carlock, 2010-03-02 The challenge faced by family businesses and their stakeholders, is to recognise
the issues that they face, understand how to develop strategies to address them and more
importantly, to create narratives, or family stories that explain the emotional dimension of the issues
to the family. The most intractable family business issues are not the business problems the
organisation faces, but the emotional issues that compound them. Applying psychodynamic concepts
will help to explain behaviour and will enable the family to prepare for life cycle transitions and
other issues that may arise. Here is a new understanding and a broader perspective on the human
dynamics of family firms with two complementary frameworks, psychodynamic and family
systematic, to help make sense of family-run organisations. Although this book includes a conceptual
section, it is first and foremost a practical book about the real world issues faced by business
families. The book begins by demonstrating that many years of achievement through generations
can be destroyed by the next, if the family fails to address the psychological issues they face. By
exploring cases from famous and less well known family businesses across the world, the authors
discuss entrepreneurs, the entrepreneurial family and the lifecycles of the individual and the
organisation. They go on to show how companies going through change and transition can avoid the
pitfalls that endanger both family and company. The authors then apply tools that will help family
businesses in transition and offer their analyses and conclusions. Readers should draw their own
conclusions from careful examination of the cases, identifying the problems or dilemmas faced and
the options for improved business performance and family relationships. They should ask what they
might have done in the given situation and what new insight into individual or family behaviour each
case offers. The goal is to avoid a bitter ending.
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