rock hudson july 1985

rock hudson july 1985 marks a significant and poignant moment in Hollywood history, as it was the
time when the beloved American actor's battle with AIDS became publicly known. Rock Hudson, a
major film star from the 1950s and 1960s, was one of the first high-profile celebrities to disclose his
HIV-positive status, which brought unprecedented attention to the AIDS epidemic. This revelation in
July 1985 not only shocked the entertainment industry but also contributed to raising awareness and
changing public perceptions about the disease. The events surrounding Rock Hudson during this
period highlight the intersection of celebrity, iliness, and social stigma. This article delves into the
circumstances of Rock Hudson in July 1985, the impact of his diagnosis on society and Hollywood,

and the broader implications for AIDS awareness and treatment during that era.
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Impact on AIDS Awareness and the Entertainment Industry
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Rock Hudson's Career and Public Image Before 1985

Before the events of July 1985, Rock Hudson was widely recognized as one of Hollywood’s most
charming and successful leading men. Known for his roles in classic films such as Giant and Pillow

Talk, Hudson's suave screen presence made him a household name. Throughout the 1950s and



1960s, he was celebrated for his rugged good looks and charismatic performances, often cast as the

romantic lead opposite some of the era’s most prominent actresses.

Hudson cultivated a carefully maintained public image as a heterosexual heartthrob, which was
reflective of the era’s norms and expectations for male film stars. Despite rumors and private
knowledge within Hollywood about his sexuality, Hudson’s true personal life remained largely private
during his career peak. His professional achievements earned him multiple award nominations and a

loyal fan base.

The Revelation of Rock Hudson’s AIDS Diagnosis in July 1985

July 1985 was a turning point not only for Rock Hudson personally but also for public awareness of
AIDS. In that month, it was publicly disclosed that Hudson was suffering from AIDS, a disease that
was then widely misunderstood and heavily stigmatized. His diagnosis was one of the first instances

where a major celebrity was openly associated with HIV/AIDS, bringing the epidemic into the spotlight.

Details of the Diagnosis Announcement

Rock Hudson’s AIDS diagnosis became public after he was admitted to a hospital in Paris for
treatment. Upon his return to the United States, his representative confirmed the diagnosis, which was
met with shock due to Hudson’s fame and previously private life. This disclosure marked a highly
unusual moment, as many public figures at the time avoided revealing such personal health issues,

especially relating to AIDS.

Medical Context in 1985

In 1985, AIDS was a relatively new and poorly understood disease. The medical community was still in
the early stages of identifying the virus and developing treatments. Antiretroviral therapies were not yet
available, and the disease was often considered a fatal diagnosis. Hudson’s case thus underscored

the urgency for research and public health initiatives.



Public and Media Reaction to Rock Hudson’s Health

Announcement

The announcement of Rock Hudson’s AIDS diagnosis triggered widespread media coverage and
public discourse. As one of the first famous faces linked to the disease, Hudson’s condition challenged

existing stereotypes and misconceptions about AIDS.

Media Coverage and Public Sentiment

The media extensively covered Hudson’s illness, often focusing on the sensational aspects, but also
prompting serious discussion about the epidemic. Public sentiment was mixed; while some expressed
sympathy and support, others reacted with fear or prejudice due to the stigma surrounding AIDS at the

time.

Impact on Hudson's Reputation

Despite the initial shock, Hudson’s reputation endured as many fans and colleagues expressed
admiration for his courage. His openness helped humanize the disease and shifted perceptions,

showing that AIDS could affect anyone, regardless of status or background.

Impact on AIDS Awareness and the Entertainment Industry

Rock Hudson’s public battle with AIDS had a profound impact on raising awareness and changing
attitudes toward the disease. His case became a catalyst for increased advocacy, funding, and

education efforts.

Raising Awareness Through Celebrity Disclosure

Hudson’s status as a beloved star brought national and international attention to AIDS, helping to
dismantle some of the fears and misinformation. This helped mobilize support for research and care

initiatives, as public health officials leveraged the increased visibility to promote safer practices and



compassion.

Changes Within Hollywood and Beyond

The entertainment industry began to confront the reality of AIDS more openly following Hudson’s
diagnosis. This included greater support for affected individuals and increased involvement in
fundraising and awareness campaigns. Hudson’s case also encouraged other celebrities to speak out

about health issues, contributing to a culture of transparency.

Increased public funding for AIDS research

Development of support organizations and charities

Shift in media portrayal of AIDS and affected individuals

Greater advocacy for patient rights and healthcare access

Legacy of Rock Hudson Post-duly 1985

Rock Hudson’s disclosure and subsequent death in October 1985 left a lasting legacy on both
Hollywood and public health. His courage in facing the disease helped to reduce stigma and inspired a

generation to take AIDS seriously.

Influence on Future Advocacy and Awareness

Following Hudson’s death, AIDS awareness campaigns gained momentum, with many organizations
citing his case as a turning point. His experience highlighted the need for compassion and scientific

progress, influencing policy and public attitudes in the years that followed.



Remembering Rock Hudson's Contribution

Today, Rock Hudson is remembered not only for his contributions to film but also for his role in
bringing attention to one of the most devastating epidemics of the 20th century. His story remains a
powerful reminder of the intersection between celebrity and social issues, and the importance of

openness in public health crises.

Frequently Asked Questions

What significant event happened to Rock Hudson in July 1985?

In July 1985, Rock Hudson publicly announced that he was suffering from AIDS, making him one of

the first major celebrities to reveal their diagnosis.

How did Rock Hudson's announcement in July 1985 impact public
awareness of AIDS?

Rock Hudson's announcement in July 1985 brought widespread attention to the AIDS epidemic,

helping to reduce stigma and increase public awareness about the disease.

What was Rock Hudson's health condition in July 1985%

In July 1985, Rock Hudson was diagnosed with AIDS, a condition that significantly impacted his health
and ultimately led to his death in 1985.

How did the media cover Rock Hudson's AIDS diagnosis in July

19852

The media extensively covered Rock Hudson's AIDS diagnosis in July 1985, marking a pivotal moment

in bringing the AIDS crisis into mainstream conversation.



What was the public reaction to Rock Hudson's AIDS diagnosis in July

1985?

The public reaction was mixed but largely sympathetic, with many people gaining a better

understanding of AIDS and recognizing it as a serious health issue rather than a stigmatized condition.

Did Rock Hudson receive any treatment for AIDS after his diagnosis in

July 19852

After his diagnosis in July 1985, Rock Hudson received treatment including antiretroviral medications,

but at the time, effective treatments were limited and his health continued to decline.

Additional Resources

1. Rock Hudson: The Man Who Invented a Star

This biography delves into Rock Hudson's rise to fame and his impact on Hollywood during the 1950s
and 1960s. It explores his carefully crafted public image and the studio system that shaped his career.
The book also touches on the challenges he faced behind the scenes, including his private life and

relationships.

2. Behind the Glamour: Rock Hudson’s Life and Legacy

A comprehensive look at Rock Hudson's personal and professional life, this book covers his major film
roles and his status as a leading man. It also discusses the significance of his 1985 AIDS diagnosis,
which was a pivotal moment in public awareness of the disease. The narrative highlights Hudson's

courage and the impact of his illness on Hollywood and society.

3. Rock Hudson and the Hollywood Studio System
Focusing on the Golden Age of Hollywood, this book examines how Rock Hudson became one of the
era’s most bankable stars. It details the studio’s control over actors’ images and how Hudson

navigated this environment. The book provides context for his career peak around the mid-20th



century and the pressures he endured.

4. AIDS and the Silver Screen: Rock Hudson’s 1985 Revelation

This title concentrates on the cultural and medical implications of Rock Hudson’s public announcement
of his AIDS diagnosis in July 1985. It explores how his illness changed public perception of AIDS and
helped to destigmatize the disease. The book also looks at the media coverage and Hollywood’s

reaction to the crisis.

5. Rock Hudson: Hollywood’s Leading Man in Crisis

This biography focuses on the later years of Rock Hudson’s life, with special emphasis on the events
surrounding July 1985 when his health became public knowledge. It examines the personal and
professional fallout from his diagnosis, as well as the broader implications for the entertainment

industry. The book provides insight into Hudson’s struggles and legacy.

6. The Secret Life of Rock Hudson

Exploring the private side of Rock Hudson, this book reveals the challenges he faced in maintaining
his public persona while dealing with his sexuality and health issues. It sheds light on the behind-the-
scenes pressures of being a closeted star in mid-20th-century America. The narrative culminates in the

public revelation of his AIDS diagnosis in 1985.

7. Rock Hudson: A Star’s Final Act

This book chronicles the last chapter of Rock Hudson’s life, focusing on the period leading up to and
following his 1985 AIDS announcement. It discusses his role in raising awareness about the disease
and his influence on public health conversations. The work also reflects on his enduring impact on film

and culture.

8. Hollywood’s Changing Face: The Impact of Rock Hudson’s 1985 AIDS Disclosure

Examining the broader societal impact, this book looks at how Rock Hudson’s announcement in July
1985 marked a turning point in Hollywood and public attitudes toward AIDS. It assesses the changes
in media representation, celebrity activism, and public health policy that followed. The book highlights

Hudson’s role as a catalyst for change.



9. Rock Hudson: From Leading Man to Icon

This comprehensive biography traces Rock Hudson’s journey from his early days in Hollywood to his
status as an iconic figure after his 1985 AIDS diagnosis. It combines a study of his film career with an
analysis of his cultural significance. The book portrays Hudson as both a product of his time and a

pioneer who helped reshape conversations about illness and identity.

Rock Hudson July 1985
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rock hudson july 1985: Somebody to Love [Reissue] Matt Richards, Mark Langthorne,
2024-06-18 An intimate look at the life of Freddie Mercury, the iconic singer of Queen, featuring
interviews with close friends and rare photographs revealing facts about his personal life, search for
love, and his tragic battle with HIV/AIDS. With four new chapters, Somebody to Love pays tribute to
an extraordinary life. Freddie Mercury’s untimely death at the age of 45 in 1991 revealed his hidden
battle with AIDS, shocking the world and shedding light on the devastating impact of the disease. In
Somebody to Love, authors Matt Richards and Mark Langthorne interweave Mercury’s pursuit for
musical greatness with Queen, his personal struggles and quest for love, and the origins and
aftermath of the AIDS epidemic that swept the globe in the 1980s. Four new chapters in this revised
and updated edition bring fresh insights into the legacy of Freddie Mercury, the future of Queen,
and the lasting impression he continues to make on fans around the world.

rock hudson july 1985: Moral Threats and Dangerous Desires Deborah Lupton, 2013-10-23
Since 1981, AIDS has had an enormous impact upon the popular imagination. Few other diseases
this century have been greeted with quite the same fear, loathing, and prejudice against those who
develop it. The mass media, and in particular, the news media, have played a vital part in making
sense of AIDS. This volume takes an interdisciplinary perspective, combining cultural studies,
history of medicine, and contemporary social theory to examine AIDS reporting. There have been
three major themes dominating coverage: the gay-plague dominant in the early 1980s,
panic-stricken visions of the end of the world as AIDS was said to pose a threat to everyone, in the
late 1980s; and a growing routinising of coverage in the 1990s. This book lays bare the sub-textual
ideologies giving meaning to AIDS news reports, including anxieties about pollution and contagion,
deviance, bodily control, the moral meanings of risk, the valorisation of drugs and medical science.
Drawing together the work of cultural and politicaltheorists, sociologists and historians who have
written about medicine, disease and the body, as well as that of theorists in Europe and the USA
who have focused their attention specificaiiy on AIDS, this book explores the wide theoretical debate
about the importance of language in the social construction of illness and disease. This text offers
insights into the sociocultural context in which attitudes towards people with HIV or AIDS and
people's perceptions of risk from HIV infection are developed and the responses of governments to
the AIDS epidemic are formulated.
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rock hudson july 1985: Post-totalitarian Spanish Fiction Robert C. Spires, 1996 This study
records an epistemic shift away from logocentric and totalizing approaches to reality by analyzing
the links between the novelistic strategies used by Spanish writers from 1975 to 1989 and recent
international events and theoretical trends in science, mathematics, communication studies, and art.

rock hudson july 1985: How to Have Theory in an Epidemic Paula A. Treichler, 1999 A
collection of essays on the AIDS epidemic, by a leading feminist cultural theorist of science

rock hudson july 1985: Dawning Answers Ronald O. Valdiserri, 2003 Dawning Answers looks
at the global HIV/AIDS epidemic through the lens of its evolvoing influence on public health theory
and practice. Losses from the epidemic have been devastating, but the many lesson learned have
positively influenced other domains of public health and will continue to generate new approaches to
health assessment, policy development and assurance. Students and teachers of public health and
preventive medicine will find in this singular volume useful analyses from the various disciplines
comprising public health

rock hudson july 1985: Power in the Blood William N. Elwood, 1998-11 Presents the role
communication plays in advancing society's and the individual's understanding of HIV/AIDS, with
examples from around the globe. It is of particular relevance to scholars in comm, public health,
health psychology, and related disciplines

rock hudson july 1985: Agenda-Setting James W. Dearing, Everett Rogers, 1996-08-28 What is
the biggest social problem in the news today? Who makes issues newsworthy and important? Why do
some issues receive more attention than others? Social issues that are widely recognized in the
media’s agenda often demand attention on the public agenda and in turn, slide up the policy agenda,
creating policy changes. James W. Dearing and Everett M. Rogers’s research on social issues that hit
the top of the media agenda--the war on drugs, drunk driving, the Exxon Valdez, AIDS, and the
Ethiopian famine--provides important theoretical and practical insight into the agenda-setting
process and its role in effecting social change. This reader-friendly volume introduces students to an
important area of communication research and offers them direction for further inquiry.
Researchers and professionals in political and mass communication, media studies, research
methods, and marketing will appreciate this volume’s insightful approach to agenda-setting and
policy. Agenda-Setting is a very useful introduction to the topic as well as a through review of the
stream of research. . . . This book introduces a number of ideas that are useful in public relations
strategic planning such as the concept of an issue life cycle. A lag/lead analysis of issue development
is discussed that would also prove useful to campaign planners. The concept of framing is introduced
as a technique that brings meaning to an issue. --Public Relations Review Authors James W. Dearing
and Everett M. Rogers explain the importance of the agenda-setting hypothesis in mass
communication research and suggest how research can be advanced in the future. . . . In the book’s
most impressive character, the authors raise 12 research issues to advance agenda-setting,
including the need for more international, comparative approaches. A very complete list of
references and a separate list of suggested readings are helpful to scholars. Highly recommended
for all serious collections in journalism, mass media, mass communication, political science, and
public policy research. R. A. Logan in Choice

rock hudson july 1985: A HANDBOOK IN HIV/AIDS COUNSELING Ramesh K. Deosarran,
2008-06 The AIDS pandemic threatens to kill millions in the next ten years. No one should be silent
about speaking to the issue or reading about the complexity of the problem. Dr. Ramesh Deosarran
was courageous in his decision to present his readers with both the historical context of the
epidemic, as well as the contemporary possibilities of approaches for the Christian community.
Churches have the ability to influence the values and actions of not only the congregations, but also
wider segments of the community. In this important work Ramesh acknowledges the need for a
clearer roadmap for developing effective HIV prevention ministries that are sensitive to the church's
cultural values and norms. A healthy embrace of the contents of this book will enable Christians to
avoid the strident moralism that is often the prevailing attitude.

rock hudson july 1985: Melodrama and Meaning Barbara Klinger, 1994-08-22 Melodrama and




Meaning is a major addition to the new historical approach to film studies. Barbara Klinger shows
how institutions most associated with Hollywood cinema—academia, the film industry, review
journalism, star publicity, and the mass media—create meaning and ideological identity for films.
Chapters focus on Sirk's place in the development of film studies from the 1950s through the 1980s,
as well as the history of the critical reception (both academic and popular) of Sirk's films, a history
that outlines journalism's role in public tastemaking. Other chapters are devoted to Universal's
selling of Written on the Wind, the machinery of star publicity and the changing image of Rock
Hudson, and the contemporary institutionalized camp response to Sirk that has resulted from
developments in mass culture.

rock hudson july 1985: No Kids Allowed Michelle Ann Abate, 2020-10-13 Children's
literature isn't just for children anymore. This original study explores the varied forms and roles of
children's literature—when it's written for adults. What do Adam Mansbach's Go the F**k to Sleep
and Barbara Park's MA! There's Nothing to Do Here! have in common? These large-format picture
books are decidedly intended for parents rather than children. In No Kids Allowed, Michelle Ann
Abate examines a constellation of books that form a paradoxical new genre: children's literature for
adults. Distinguishing these books from YA and middle-grade fiction that appeals to adult readers,
Abate argues that there is something unique about this phenomenon. Principally defined by its form
and audience, children's literature, Abate demonstrates, engages with more than mere nostalgia
when recast for grown-up readers. Abate examines how board books, coloring books, bedtime
stories, and series detective fiction written and published specifically for adults question the
boundaries of genre and challenge the assumption that adulthood and childhood are mutually
exclusive.

rock hudson july 1985: Secret City James Kirchick, 2022-05-31 The New York Times Bestseller
A New York Times Notable Book of 2022 Named one of Vanity Fair's “Best Books of 2022” “Not
since Robert Caro’s Years of Lyndon Johnson have I been so riveted by a work of history. Secret City
is not gay history. It is American history.” —George Stephanopoulos Washington, D.C., has always
been a city of secrets. Few have been more dramatic than the ones revealed in James Kirchick’s
Secret City. For decades, the specter of homosexuality haunted Washington. The mere suggestion
that a person might be gay destroyed reputations, ended careers, and ruined lives. At the height of
the Cold War, fear of homosexuality became intertwined with the growing threat of international
communism, leading to a purge of gay men and lesbians from the federal government. In the fevered
atmosphere of political Washington, the secret “too loathsome to mention” held enormous, terrifying
power. Utilizing thousands of pages of declassified documents, interviews with over one hundred
people, and material unearthed from presidential libraries and archives around the country, Secret
City is a chronicle of American politics like no other. Beginning with the tragic story of Sumner
Welles, Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s brilliant diplomatic advisor and the man at the center of “the
greatest national scandal since the existence of the United States,” James Kirchick illuminates how
homosexuality shaped each successive presidential administration through the end of the twentieth
century. Cultural and political anxiety over gay people sparked a decades-long witch hunt, impacting
everything from the rivalry between the CIA and the FBI to the ascent of Joseph McCarthy, the
struggle for Black civil rights, and the rise of the conservative movement. Among other revelations,
Kirchick tells of the World War II-era gay spymaster who pioneered seduction as a tool of American
espionage, the devoted aide whom Lyndon Johnson treated as a son yet abandoned once his
homosexuality was discovered, and how allegations of a “homosexual ring” controlling Ronald
Reagan nearly derailed his 1980 election victory. Magisterial in scope and intimate in detail, Secret
City will forever transform our understanding of American history.

rock hudson july 1985: Encyclopedia of AIDS Raymond A. Smith, 1998-08-27 First Published
in 1998. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

rock hudson july 1985: Fear Joanna Bourke, 2007-04-09 Fear — the word, itself, conjures the
appropriate response. With a dark cacophony of associations like fright, dread, horror, panic, alarm,
anxiety, and terror, fear is universally understood as one of the most basic and powerful of human



emotions, obtaining a nearly palpable and overwhelming substance in today's world. In this
groundbreaking book, acclaimed historian and prize-winning author Joanna Bourke covers the
landscape of fear over the past two hundred years: From the nineteenth century dread of being
buried alive — a subject dear to the heart of Edgar Allen Poe — to the current worry over being able
to die when one chooses; from the diagnoses of phobias and anxieties produced by psychotherapists
and lovingly catalogued, to the role of popular culture and media in inciting panic and dread; from
the horrors of the nuclear age to the fear of twenty-first century terrorism, Fear tells the story of
anguish in modern times. A blend of social and cultural history with psychology, philosophy, and
popular science, this astonishing book — exhaustively researched and beautifully written — offers
strikingly original insights into the mind and worldview of the long twentieth century from one of the
most brilliant scholars of our time.

rock hudson july 1985: Genders 21 Carol Siegel, Ann M. Kibbey, 1995-07 Forming and
Reforming Identity exposes the historical sites of identity formation and seeks to define the
mechanisms of modern-day gender ideologies. Illuminating the power of the family and state in
shaping gender identities, the book also examines the constitution of these identities. Each chapter
reveals the complexities and contradictions that inevitably accompany the formation of any new
category of identity, whether they are deliberately restrictive or intended as a reformation of the old.
The volume moves, as gender construction does, across a field of different media: novels, plays,
teleplays, films, official documents, political theory, and advertisements. Four
sections—REMOLDING WOMAN; REBELLING MAN; HOMEMADE IDENTITIES; and FEMINISMS
THAT MAKE (A) DIFFERENCE—address such subjects as the representation of American women in
the 1950s; nationalism and respectable sexuality in India; women, Hollywood cinema, and World
War II; compulsory heterophobia; and the televising of AIDS.

rock hudson july 1985: The Oxford Handbook of Religion and the American News Media Diane
Winston, 2012-09-06 Whether the issue is the rise of religiously inspired terrorism, the importance
of faith based NGOs in global relief and development, or campaigning for evangelical voters in the
U.S,, religion proliferates in our newspapers and magazines, on our radios and televisions, on our
computer screens and, increasingly, our mobile devices. Americans who assumed society was
becoming more and more secular have been surprised by religions' rising visibility and central role
in current events. Yet this is hardly new: the history of American journalism has deep religious roots,
and religion has long been part of the news mix. Providing a wide-ranging examination of how
religion interacts with the news by applying the insights of history, sociology, and cultural studies to
an analysis of media, faith, and the points at which they meet, The Oxford Handbook of Religion and
the American News Media is the go-to volume for both secular and religious journalists and
journalism educators, scholars in media studies, journalism studies, religious studies, and American
studies. Divided into five sections, this handbook explores the historical relationship between
religion and journalism in the USA, how religion is covered in different media, how different
religions are reported on, the main narratives of religion coverage, and the religious
press.--Publisher's website.

rock hudson july 1985: The Routledge Handbook of Health Communication and Popular
Culture Christina S. Beck, 2024-12-23 The Routledge Handbook of Health Communication and
Popular Culture offers rich insights into the ways in which communication about health through
popular culture can become a part of healing, wellness, and health-related decisions. This Handbook
allows readers to understand and consider messages that inform and influence health-related
choices through pop culture in the public sphere. Written in an accessible narrative style and
including interdisciplinary, global, and diverse perspectives, a vast team of contributing authors
from the field explores the intersections between health communication and popular culture. The
Handbook is divided into five parts: Framing of Health-Related Issues in Popular Culture; Exploring
Popular Culture Influences on Health Behaviors and Beliefs; Considering Pro-Social Public Health
Interventions in Popular Culture; Understanding Health Issues in Popular Culture from Diverse
Perspectives; and Pop Culture and Health Communication: Looks to the Future. The Handbook will



be of interest to students and scholars in the fields of Communication Studies, Health
Communication, Public Health Policy, Media Literacy, and Cultural Studies.

rock hudson july 1985: Art of the 1980s Patrick Frank, 2024-06-04 Who are the important
artists of the 1980s? This book urges a new look at that question in light of the digital direction of
our culture since then. Specifically, five artists used advanced technology during that decade in
ways that foreshadow many of today’s concerns. Joseph Nechvatal created expressive digital images,
and then infected them with computer viruses. Lynn Hershman Leeson created the first interactive
work for videodisk, creating a bridge between art and gaming. Nancy Burson foresaw multicultural
America when she digitally blended photographs of diverse persons. George Legrady was among the
first artists to digitally manipulate news images and offer the results as art. Gretchen Bender’s use
of digital imagery in her work has never been adequately discussed. If the digital matters, then these
artists should also matter.

rock hudson july 1985: The Intersection of Star Culture in America and International Medical
Tourism Kathy Merlock Jackson, Lisa Lyon Payne, Kathy Shepherd Stolley, 2015-12-24 Celebrity
culture, health care, and travel attract attention in America’s media-saturated society. These worlds
curiously intersect in the study of medical tourism. Although the US touts some of the finest and
best-known medical facilities in the world, many jet-setting A-list celebrities, who can well afford the
finest of health care, seek treatment far away from home, popularizing international sites,
physicians, and procedures. These travelers, whose every move is chronicled by the media, both
reflect and influence health care concerns in America. An analysis of these high-profile cases of
celebrities with both life-threatening and non life-threatening conditions sheds light on the link
between medical tourism and celebrity, showing how health care and entertainment intersect, and
the American public responds. The Intersection of Star Culture in America and International Medical
Tourism: Celebrity Treatment argues that celebrity cases and media content drive awareness of
medical tourism among Americans at a time when the medical system is under intense scrutiny. By
popularizing international sites for treatment, procedures not available in the US, and different
approaches to patient care, media narratives present options for health care, triggering dialogue on
one of America’s most important human welfare issues.

rock hudson july 1985: The AIDS Crisis Douglas A. Feldman, Julia Miller, 1998-06-25 AIDS
has grown in just two decades from a rare disease to one that has already killed millions of men,
women, and children worldwide. To help high school and college students understand the history
and current status of AIDS as a social, political, psychological, public health, and cultural
phenomenon, this documentary history provides 228 short and highly readable selections from
primary and secondary sources of information about AIDS and HIV. Its scope covers the entire
history of the epidemic from its beginnings to early 1997. The documents, many of which cannot
easily be found elsewhere, will help the reader to understand and debate the many perspectives and
points of view on this controversial topic. Douglas A. Feldman, one of the country's leading
specialists in international and domestic AIDS social research, and Julia Wang Miller, a research
consultant, have selected documents and provided explanatory introductions to them to help readers
gain a deeper understanding of the sociocultural ramifications of AIDS. Following a narrative
historical overview of the AIDS crisis, the work is organized into nine topical chapters: the history of
HIV/AIDS; the impact of the epidemic in the United States and globally; HIV/AIDS within
communities and populations; AIDS in the developing world; the human side of AIDS; the politics of
AIDS; education and behavioral change; legal and ethical issues; and the future of AIDS. Each
chapter contains an introductory narrative overview of the topic, brief explanatory introduction to
each document, and list of suggested readings. A glossary of terms and an AIDS resource directory
of organizations to contact for further information complete the work. This important documentary
history belongs on the shelves of every public school and college and university library.
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