
rock hudson doris day vip

rock hudson doris day vip represents one of the most iconic pairings in classic Hollywood cinema,
celebrated for their charismatic on-screen chemistry and enduring appeal. Both Rock Hudson and Doris Day
were major stars during the mid-20th century, each with a unique style that captivated audiences
worldwide. Their collaborations in romantic comedies remain timeless, reflecting the charm and
sophistication of the era. This article delves into the lives, careers, and memorable partnerships of these two
legends, highlighting their impact on the entertainment industry and their status as VIPs in Hollywood
history. From their most famous films to the cultural significance of their work, this comprehensive
overview explores everything fans and film historians cherish about Rock Hudson and Doris Day. The
following sections will guide readers through their biographies, film collaborations, and lasting legacy.

Biographies of Rock Hudson and Doris Day

Iconic Film Collaborations

The Impact of Rock Hudson and Doris Day on Hollywood

Personal Lives and Public Images

Legacy and Cultural Influence

Biographies of Rock Hudson and Doris Day
The story of rock hudson doris day vip begins with the fascinating individual backgrounds of these two
stars. Rock Hudson, born Roy Harold Scherer Jr. in 1925, rose from modest beginnings in Illinois to become
one of Hollywood’s most prominent leading men. Known for his tall stature, good looks, and charismatic
presence, Hudson became a symbol of the classic American movie star during the 1950s and 1960s.
Conversely, Doris Day, born Doris Mary Ann Kappelhoff in 1922, started her career as a big band singer
before transitioning to acting. Her wholesome image, combined with a distinctive singing voice and natural
comedic talent, made her a beloved figure in American entertainment.

Early Life and Career Beginnings
Rock Hudson’s early years were marked by a move to California and study at the University of Southern
California. Initially pursuing engineering, Hudson shifted his focus to acting after serving in the military
during World War II. His breakthrough came with roles in film noir and romantic dramas, eventually



becoming a contract star for Universal Pictures.

Doris Day’s early career was defined by her success as a vocalist with Les Brown’s band. Her transition to
film started with small roles, but her popularity soared with musicals and romantic comedies. She became
synonymous with the cheerful, girl-next-door archetype in Hollywood.

Rise to Stardom
Both Hudson and Day achieved stardom through a combination of talent, screen presence, and carefully
selected roles. Hudson’s performances in films like “Magnificent Obsession” (1954) and “Giant” (1956)
established him as a versatile actor capable of both charm and depth. Meanwhile, Day’s roles in “Calamity
Jane” (1953) and “Pillow Talk” (1959) solidified her as a leading lady with broad appeal.

Iconic Film Collaborations
Rock Hudson and Doris Day’s partnership in cinema is among the most celebrated in Hollywood history.
Their chemistry was palpable, creating a dynamic that resonated with audiences and critics alike. They co-
starred in several successful romantic comedies produced by Universal Pictures, which showcased their
complementary talents.

Notable Movies Featuring Rock Hudson and Doris Day

Pillow Talk (1959) – This film marked the first pairing of Hudson and Day, featuring a witty battle
of the sexes set against a backdrop of mistaken identities and romantic entanglements.

Lover Come Back (1961) – A sequel in spirit to Pillow Talk, this movie continued their on-screen
flirtation with humor and sophistication.

Send Me No Flowers (1964) – Their final film together, blending comedy with heartfelt moments,
depicting a man’s paranoia about his health and its impact on his marriage.

Elements of Their On-Screen Chemistry
The success of rock hudson doris day vip collaborations can be attributed to their impeccable timing, playful
banter, and contrasting personas. Hudson’s suave, confident demeanor paired perfectly with Day’s
effervescent charm and wit. Their films often revolved around themes of romance, misunderstandings, and
social conventions, making them relatable to a broad audience.



The Impact of Rock Hudson and Doris Day on Hollywood
Rock Hudson and Doris Day’s contributions to Hollywood extend beyond box office success. They helped
define the romantic comedy genre during the 1950s and 1960s, influencing filmmakers and actors for
generations. Their films showcased progressive ideas about gender roles and relationships, often wrapped in
accessible, entertaining narratives.

Hollywood’s Golden Age and Their Roles
During Hollywood’s Golden Age, studios heavily promoted stars as brands. Hudson and Day were among
the most bankable actors, whose images were carefully managed to appeal to family audiences. Their
movies were instrumental in maintaining cinema’s popularity during the rise of television.

Critical and Commercial Success
Many of their joint projects received both critical acclaim and commercial success, earning award
nominations and solidifying Universal Pictures’ reputation for quality romantic comedies. The duo’s ability
to draw audiences contributed significantly to the studio’s profits and prestige.

Personal Lives and Public Images
The public personas of rock hudson doris day vip stars were carefully crafted, though their private lives
often held more complexity. Both actors maintained distinct images that aligned with their film roles, but
their personal experiences added depth to their legacies.

Rock Hudson’s Private Life
Rock Hudson’s personal life was marked by secrecy, especially regarding his sexuality during an era less
accepting of LGBTQ+ identities. It wasn’t until later in his life that he publicly disclosed his battle with
AIDS, which brought awareness to the disease and changed public perceptions. Despite the challenges,
Hudson remained a respected figure in Hollywood.

Doris Day’s Public Persona and Advocacy
Doris Day was known for her wholesome, girl-next-door image, which she maintained throughout her
career. Beyond acting and singing, she became an advocate for animal rights and humanitarian causes,
further endearing her to the public. Her personal life included several marriages and a strong commitment
to privacy.



Legacy and Cultural Influence
The legacy of rock hudson doris day vip endures through their timeless films and lasting impact on popular
culture. Their work continues to be celebrated by classic film enthusiasts, scholars, and new generations
discovering their movies.

Influence on Romantic Comedy Genre
Their collaborations set the standard for romantic comedies, blending humor, romance, and social
commentary. Many elements seen in contemporary films can trace their roots back to the techniques and
themes popularized by Hudson and Day.

Recognition and Honors
Both Rock Hudson and Doris Day have been honored posthumously and during their lifetimes for their
contributions to cinema and society. Awards, retrospectives, and biographical works preserve their
memory and influence.

Enduring Popularity of Their Films
Their movies remain staples on classic movie channels and streaming platforms, attracting viewers with
their wit, charm, and timeless appeal. This ongoing popularity underscores the importance of rock hudson
doris day vip as icons of Hollywood’s golden era.

Rock Hudson’s distinguished film career and dramatic roles

Doris Day’s versatility as a singer and actress

Their memorable romantic comedies and on-screen chemistry

Their impact on the Hollywood studio system and genre conventions

Their personal stories and public images

The lasting legacy and cultural relevance of their work



Frequently Asked Questions

Who were Rock Hudson and Doris Day in the context of VIP culture?
Rock Hudson and Doris Day were prominent Hollywood actors in the 1950s and 1960s, often regarded as
VIPs due to their significant influence in the entertainment industry and their status as major film stars.

What made the partnership of Rock Hudson and Doris Day iconic among
VIPs?
Their on-screen chemistry in romantic comedies, such as 'Pillow Talk' (1959), made them an iconic duo in
Hollywood, symbolizing classic VIP glamour and charm.

How did Rock Hudson's personal life impact his status as a VIP?
Rock Hudson's homosexuality was kept secret during his career, but after his AIDS diagnosis became public
in the 1980s, it brought significant attention to HIV/AIDS awareness, impacting VIP culture and public
perceptions.

What role did Doris Day play in VIP charity and activism?
Aside from her acting career, Doris Day was known for her animal welfare activism, founding the Doris
Day Animal Foundation, which elevated her VIP status beyond entertainment into philanthropy.

Are there any famous VIP events where Rock Hudson and Doris Day
appeared together?
Yes, Rock Hudson and Doris Day attended numerous Hollywood premieres and award ceremonies
together, often celebrated as VIP guests and a beloved on-screen pair.

How has the legacy of Rock Hudson and Doris Day influenced modern
VIP culture?
Their legacy of classic Hollywood glamour, professionalism, and private personal lives set standards for
celebrity VIP behavior, influencing how modern stars manage public image and philanthropy.

Additional Resources
1. Rock Hudson: Hollywood’s Leading Man
This biography delves into the life and career of Rock Hudson, one of Hollywood’s most iconic actors. It



explores his rise to fame, his memorable roles, and the challenges he faced in an industry that demanded
secrecy about his personal life. The book also touches on his legacy and impact on film and LGBTQ+
history.

2. Doris Day: Sentimental Journey
A comprehensive look at Doris Day’s life, from her humble beginnings to becoming one of the most
beloved actresses and singers of the 20th century. This book highlights her wholesome image, her
successful film and music career, and her dedication to animal welfare later in life.

3. VIP Hollywood: The Golden Era of Glamour
This book captures the essence of Hollywood’s golden age, focusing on the stars, scandals, and stories behind
the glitz and glamour. Featuring Rock Hudson, Doris Day, and other VIPs, it offers an insider’s perspective
on how these celebrities shaped the entertainment world.

4. Behind the Scenes: Rock Hudson and Doris Day’s On-Screen Chemistry
An exploration of the dynamic partnership between Rock Hudson and Doris Day, focusing on their
collaborations in classic romantic comedies. The book analyzes their unique chemistry, the cultural impact
of their films, and how their off-screen lives contrasted with their on-screen personas.

5. The Secret Lives of Hollywood VIPs
This revealing book uncovers the hidden truths and personal struggles of Hollywood’s most famous stars,
including Rock Hudson and Doris Day. It discusses the pressures of fame, the era’s social norms, and the
ways these VIPs navigated their private and public lives.

6. Doris Day and Rock Hudson: Icons of an Era
A dual biography that traces the parallel careers of Doris Day and Rock Hudson, highlighting their
contributions to film and popular culture. The book examines their individual journeys, their impact on
audiences, and how they became enduring symbols of Hollywood’s golden age.

7. VIP Style: Fashion and Fame in the Rock Hudson and Doris Day Era
This visually rich book showcases the iconic fashion and style trends popularized by Rock Hudson, Doris
Day, and their contemporaries. It explores how their looks influenced Hollywood and everyday fashion,
reflecting the cultural shifts of the mid-20th century.

8. The Hollywood Love Triangle: Rock Hudson, Doris Day, and Their Co-Stars
Delving into the romantic entanglements and on-set relationships of Hollywood’s VIPs, this book reveals
the complexities behind the scenes. It focuses on the love lives of Rock Hudson and Doris Day, offering a
glimpse into the personal dramas that captivated fans.

9. Rock Hudson, Doris Day, and the Rise of VIP Stardom
This historical account tracks the emergence of the “VIP” celebrity culture through the lens of Rock
Hudson and Doris Day’s careers. It discusses how their stardom helped define the concept of the VIP in
Hollywood, influencing modern celebrity culture and media.
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  rock hudson doris day vip: Considering Doris Day Tom Santopietro, 2008-08-05 The biggest
female box office attraction in Hollywood history, Doris Day remains unequalled as the only
entertainer who has ever triumphed in movies, radio, recordings, and a multi-year weekly television
series. America's favorite girl next door may have projected a wholesome image that led Oscar
Levant to quip I knew Doris Day before she was a virgin, but in Considering Doris Day Tom
Santopietro reveals Day's underappreciated and effortless acting and singing range that ran the
gamut from musicals to comedy to drama and made Day nothing short of a worldwide icon. Covering
the early Warner Brothers years through Day's triumphs working with artists as varied as Alfred
Hitchcock and Bob Fosse, Santopietro's smart and funny book deconstructs the myth of Day as
America's perennial virgin, and reveals why her work continues to resonate today, both onscreen as
pioneering independent career woman role model, and off, as a recipient of the Presidential Medal
of Freedom, the United States' highest civilian honor. Praised by James Cagney as my idea of a great
actor and by James Garner as the Fred Astaire of comedy, Doris Day became not just America's
favorite girl, but the number one film star in the world. Yet after two weekly television series,
including a triumphant five year run on CBS, she turned her back on show business forever.
Examining why Day's worldwide success in movies overshadowed the brilliant series of concept
recordings she made for Columbia Records in the '50s and '60s, Tom Santopietro uncovers the
unexpected facets of Day's surprisingly sexy acting and singing style that led no less an observer
than John Updike to state She just glowed for me. Placing Day's work within the social context of
America in the second half of the twentieth century, Considering Doris Day is the first book that
grants Doris Day her rightful place as a singular American artist.
  rock hudson doris day vip: Doris Day Garry McGee, 2012-11-12 Doris Day, once called an
Actors Studio unto herself, was one of the twentieth century’s greatest entertainers, with a career
spanning 39 films, more than 150 television shows, and more than 500 recordings. This work covers
the life and career of the singer and star of such films as Pillow Talk, The Man Who Knew Too Much
and Calamity Jane. The work is divided into four sections, beginning with a biography of Day’s life
from her birth in Cincinnati, Ohio, through four marriages, near-bankruptcy, and her dedication to
animal rights, and concluding with her contented present life. A filmography lists each film with full
credits, synopsis and reviews, plus her popularity rankings and awards. The third section lists
complete record album releases with notes, single record releases, unreleased songs and recordings,
music awards and nominations, radio appearances from big bands to solo work, her seven
million-sellers, and chart placements. The final section lists Day’s television appearances, including
synopses and credits for her five-season run with The Doris Day Show on CBS, the cable show Doris
Day’s Best Friends, and her appearances in variety specials, talk shows, and documentaries.
  rock hudson doris day vip: Straight Girls and Queer Guys Christopher Pullen, 2016-01-18
Examines the emergence of gay male and female heterosexual alliances within contemporary media.
  rock hudson doris day vip: Rock Hudson Mark Bego, 1986
  rock hudson doris day vip: Doris Day Eric Braun, 2010-12-30 An in-depth and fascinating
study of one of Hollywood's most popular icons - fully updated and including previously unreleased
pictures. Doris Day is almost always portrayed as the sunny, squeaky-clean girl next door. This
wholesome image kept her at the top for twenty-four years and thirty-nine films. But behind the
effervescent, ever-cheerful image that Doris Day portrayed through dozens of classic Hollywood
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movies was an extraordinary story of private pain. Her dazzling smile hid a tormented personal life
that included four marriages, and a terrifying accident that nearly ended her life. And yet for
generations of movie-goers Doris Day remained the embodiment of innocent beauty and apple-pie
homeliness, and even today she exerts a powerful fascination for millions of fans around the world.
  rock hudson doris day vip: Adman�s Dilemma Paul Rutherford, 2018-01-01 The Adman's
Dilemma is a cultural biography that explores the rise and fall of the advertising man as a figure who
became effectively a licensed deceiver in the process of governing the lives of American consumers.
Apparently this personage was caught up in a contradiction, both compelled to deceive yet supposed
to tell the truth. It was this moral condition and its consequences that made the adman so
interesting to critics, novelists, and eventually filmmakers. The biography tracks his saga from its
origins in the exaggerated doings of P.T. Barnum, the emergence of a new profession in the 1920s,
the heyday of the adman's influence during the post-WW2 era, the later rebranding of the adman as
artist, until the apparent demise of the figure, symbolized by the triumph of that consummate
huckster, Donald Trump. In The Adman's Dilemma, author Paul Rutherford explores how people
inside and outside the advertising industry have understood the conflict between artifice and
authenticity. The book employs a range of fictional and nonfictional sources, including memoirs,
novels, movies, TV shows, websites, and museum exhibits to suggest how the adman embodied some
of the strange realities of modernity.
  rock hudson doris day vip: Out at the Movies Steven Paul Davies, Simon Callow, 2008-12-01
Over the decades, gay cinema has reflected the community's journey from persecution to
emancipation to acceptance. Politicized dramas like Victim in the 1960s, The Naked Civil Servant in
the 1970s, and the AIDS cinema of the 1980s have given way in recent years to films which
celebrate a vast array of gay lifestyles. Gay films have undergone a major shift from the fringe to the
mainstream—2005’s Academy Awards were dubbed the gay Oscars with statues going to Brokeback
Mountain, Capote, and Transamerica. Producers began clamoring to back gay-themed movies and
the most high profile of these is Gus Van Sant’s forthcoming Milk, starring Sean Penn as Harvey
Milk, the first prominent American political figure to be elected to office on an openly gay ticket
back in the 1970s. The book also covers gay filmmakers and actors and their influence within the
industry, the most iconic scenes from gay cinema, and the most memorable dialogue from key films.
  rock hudson doris day vip: The Films of Doris Day Christopher Young, 1977
  rock hudson doris day vip: The New York Times Guide to the Best 1,000 Movies Ever
Made Peter M. Nichols, 2004-02-21 From the film critics of The New York Times come these uncut,
original reviews of the most popular and influential movies ever made -- from the Talkies to
blockbuster megahits like Chicago and The Wizard of Oz; from timeless classics like Casablanca and
Notorious, to beloved foreign films by Truffaut and Kurosawa, Fellini and Almodovar. The reviews,
eloquent, incisive, and intuitive, reflect Hollywood history at its best -- must-have reading for movie
lovers or Students. In addition, this essential volume includes: * Full cast and production credits for
every movie * The ''10 Best lists for every year from 1931 to the present * An index of films by genre,
and an index of foreign films by country of origin. This edition is thoroughly updated to include all
the important movies of the past several years, as well as a new introduction by A Times film critic,
A. O. Scott.
  rock hudson doris day vip: Doris Day Confidential Tamar Jeffers McDonald, 2013-09-27
Doris Day was a major star during the 1950s and 60s. Even now, many years after her final film and
years since her last regular television appearances, the star's name retains currency: she is often
invoked as shorthand for a kind of sexuality now felt outmoded, with virginity firmly maintained until
marriage. Although this assumption is widespread, close attention to the facts of Day's own life
challenges it, and the majority of her film roles also prove otherwise, with Day most frequently
portraying a woman of maturely sexual desires. Redressing a surprisingly meagre body of work on
Doris Day, this book investigates why the rigid view of Day's maintained virginity should have arisen
and become so fixed to the star, even now. Taking a twofold approach, Tamar Jeffers McDonald both
closely examines Day's film roles and performances and explores material from other popular media



for the source of the virgin myth. Day featured continuously in public discourse, and media stories
were often devoted to her personal life: it was widely known that she had been married three times
and had a son. Why then did the pejorative label, 'the-forty-year-old virgin', arise, and why has it
stuck so tenaciously to Day until today? Investigating a range of sources in order to discover why
this maturely sexual star has become indelibly associated with maintained virginity, Doris Day
Confidential analyses in detail Day's characters and performances across her career. By focusing on
contemporary popular culture contexts, using newspaper stories, articles from film, fan and lifestyle
magazines, reviews and gossip, it charts the developments in Day's screen 'persona', highlighting
the changing public perception of the star of Calamity Jane, Love Me Or Leave Me and Pillow Talk,
as aided and abetted by the media.
  rock hudson doris day vip: The Art of the Screwball Comedy Doris Milberg, 2013-03-26
Part One of this entertaining exploration of screwball comedies and their later offspring begins in
the mid-1930s discussing the careers of popular stars such as Cary Grant and Carole Lombard and
well-known supporting players like Walter Connally and Ralph Bellamy (also Asta the dog, top
animal star of the 1930s!). Writers and directors are given their due: Frank Capra, Howard Hawks
and Preston Sturges, just to name a few. Part Two, the meat of the book, takes an in depth look at
the films, from the genre's inception (1934's It Happened One Night) to the recent 2003 Down with
Love, and the stars that appear in them--Clark Gable, Claudette Colbert, Julia Roberts, Richard
Gere--ending with some thoughts about the future.
  rock hudson doris day vip: Adcult USA James B. Twitchell, 1996 Why advertising has become
the dominant meaning-making system in American culture and satisfies our desires in fundamental
ways.
  rock hudson doris day vip: Groundbreaking Magic Martha Blanding, Tim O'Day, 2024-10-01
An empowering and moving story of a young woman from South Central Los Angeles (Watts and
Compton) who took a chance, defied the odds, and became the first-ever Black American to achieve
a half-century-long career with The Walt Disney Company. Disneyland was groundbreaking when it
opened in 1955 and continues to possess a legacy of being a trend setter in both the world of
themed, immersive, entertainment and workplace culture, experiences, and training. Although
change was inevitable it didn’t always come easy. Here is the incredible story of a young woman
from South Central Los Angeles (Watts and Compton) who took a chance, defied the odds, and
became the first-ever Black American to achieve a half-century-long career with The Walt Disney
Company. When Martha Blanding started working at Disneyland Park in 1971, it was already a
wildly successful and internationally beloved travel destination that had welcomed more than 100
million guests. This book is a personal journey through fifty years of Disneyland as told like never
before . . . through the eyes and perspective of a successful Black woman who was indeed an
example of Groundbreaking Magic. This book tells how a twenty-year-old college student came to
work in Walt Disney’s original theme park during the racially charged era of the early 1970s,
starting as the park’s first Black tour guide and eventually overseeing multi-million dollar generating
merchandise-based events, many featuring globally acclaimed artists and celebrities. Martha also
had a unique vantage point as she saw how societal changes impacted and changed Disneyland
while she helped make much of that change possible. In addition to all the Disney pixie dust, an
incredibly loving, resilient, and close American family is at the heart of this book. With her bedrock
parents who had joined the Great Migration out of the Deep South, her family witnessed firsthand
some of our country’s most shameful events while never faltering in their faith or pride in being
Black Americans. Part memoir and part cultural history, Groundbreaking Magic is sweet, insightful,
sometimes blunt, occasionally heartbreaking, and often funny and surprising, providing the first-ever
account of Disney history as seen through the eyes of “Martha B.”
  rock hudson doris day vip: The Encyclopedia of Best Films Jay Robert Nash, 2019-10-23 This
all-inclusive A-Z encyclopedia by one of the world's foremost experts on cinema provides
comprehensive annotations of the best films produced from 1914 on. The work offers more than
5,000 three- to five-star entries (three stars=good; four stars=excellent; five stars=masterpiece),



and yes, author Jay Robert Nash has viewed every single one of them as well as many more that did
not make the cut. In addition to a precis, each film's entry also includes a listing of the cast as well
as the key principles involved in production, from the director to the hair stylist. Especially unique to
this book is a rating system that helps parents determine whether or not a film is appropriate for
their children. Unlike the industry rating system which can be influenced by studio lobbying, Nash
objectively evaluates each film and confers upon it one of four recommendations for viewing:
recommended, acceptable, cautionary, and unacceptable. Backmatter includes a list of top films by
genre (i.e. animated, drama, sports, mystery, adventure etc.) as well as an annotated name index
listing all persons mentioned along with their dates of birth and death. Rounding out this essential
volume for the film buff are over 500 still photos from the author's private collection.
  rock hudson doris day vip: Hollywood romantic comedy Kathrina Glitre, 2013-07-19 This book
explores the changing representation of the couple, focusing on themes of marriage, equality and
desire. Kathrina Glitre moves beyond the usual screwball territory to consider cycles of production
from 1934-65. The central concern with the representation of the couple is distinctive and includes
discussion of three star couples: Myrna Loy and William Powell, Katharine Hepburn and Spencer
Tracy, and Doris Day and Rock Hudson. Glitre offers explanations of genre, as well as detailed
analysis of screwball comedy, career woman comedy and sex comedy. Each cycle is placed into
context to analyse cultural discourses around heterosexuality, gender, romance and love. This
structure also enables a more sophisticated understanding of such conventions as masquerade,
gender inversion and the happy ending. The book will appeal to university students and academics
working on genre, gender, culture and representation, and anyone with a keen interest in Hollywood
romantic comedy.
  rock hudson doris day vip: Ad Women Juliann Sivulka, 2012-12-27 Following three key
periods in the history of American advertising, which represent eras of major social change, this
work describes how the recognition of women as primary consumers has resulted in the hiring of
more women to promote products for this target audience.
  rock hudson doris day vip: Motion Picture Herald , 1963
  rock hudson doris day vip: The Doris Day Scrapbook Alan Gelb, 1977 Scrapbook of Doris
Day's illustrious career. Including commentary by the men and women who worked with Doris,
personalities like Jay Livingston, Janis Paige, Stuart Heisler, Michael Gordon, Hoagy Carmichael,
George Seaton, and Jack Weston. WIth over 150 photographs of Doris dancing, singing, and
acting-photos including Rod Taylor, James Stewart, Rock Hudson, James Cagney, and Jack Lemmon.
This work includes many intriguing anecdotes about Doris's most memorable songs and plot
summaries of her most important films, a complete chronology of her films.
  rock hudson doris day vip: Ladies Or Gentlemen Jean-Louis Ginibre, 2005 From Greek drama
through vaudeville and modern cinema, nothing in the theatrical experience has ever guaranteed a
laugh like a man in a dress. This spectacular pictorial history examines the grand tradition of male
cross-dressing in the movies through more than 700 photos, more than half of which are previously
unpublished. The screen's greatest stars, from comedians like Buster Keaton and Peter Sellers to
serious actors like Marlon Brando and Max von Sydow, are pictured in everything from bustiers to
ball gowns. Just as in real life, the cinematic motives for cross-dressing are complex, ranging from
plot device (I Was a Male War Bride) and social commentary (Tootsie) to the simple sight gags of
Laurel and Hardy. The book explores these and myriad other reasons actors are coaxed out of dress
suits and into dresses. By turns provocative, serious, and silly, Ladies or Gentlemen is a delightful
study of a seldom-explored facet of cinema history.
  rock hudson doris day vip: Doris Day George Morris, 1976
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