
rock hudson young bull

rock hudson young bull is a phrase that brings together the iconic Hollywood star Rock Hudson
with the 1950s Western film "Young Bull." This connection highlights a fascinating period in cinema
history when Rock Hudson was solidifying his status as a leading man in Hollywood. Known for his
charismatic screen presence and rugged good looks, Hudson's involvement with Westerns and
action films played a significant role in shaping his early career. Exploring the film "Young Bull" and
its place in Rock Hudson's filmography provides insight into the actor’s development and the genre’s
popularity during the mid-20th century. This article delves into the background of Rock Hudson, the
storyline and significance of "Young Bull," and the broader cultural impact of both. A thorough
examination of these topics offers a comprehensive understanding of the enduring legacy associated
with the phrase "rock hudson young bull."
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Rock Hudson: Early Life and Career
Rock Hudson, born Roy Harold Scherer Jr. in 1925, was an American actor renowned for his leading
roles in romantic dramas and Westerns throughout the 1950s and 1960s. His transformation from a
Midwestern youth to a Hollywood heartthrob is a testament to his talent and screen charisma. Early
in his career, Hudson was often cast in rugged, masculine roles that capitalized on his imposing
physique and handsome features. This period included several Western films, a popular genre at the
time, which helped establish him as a versatile actor capable of both action and romance.

Early Acting Breakthroughs
Rock Hudson began his Hollywood journey in the late 1940s, initially taking on supporting roles and
gradually moving towards leading parts. His breakthrough came with the 1951 film "Winchester
'73," which showcased his ability to carry a Western and appeal to a broad audience. This success
opened doors to more prominent roles and collaborations with major studios, setting the stage for
his involvement in films like "Young Bull."



Hollywood Persona
Hudson's screen persona combined rugged masculinity with a charm that appealed to both male and
female audiences. His roles often portrayed him as a dependable hero with emotional depth, which
differentiated him from other actors in the genre. This unique blend contributed to his rising
stardom during the early 1950s.

The Film "Young Bull": Overview and Plot
"Young Bull" is a Western film released during the golden age of the genre. It exemplifies the classic
themes of justice, courage, and frontier adventure that were staples of Western cinema at the time.
The film’s narrative revolves around conflict, loyalty, and the challenges of taming the American
West, reflecting the societal fascination with frontier mythology.

Plot Summary
The story of "Young Bull" centers on a young cowboy who must navigate dangerous territory,
confront outlaws, and protect his community from threats. The protagonist’s journey is marked by
personal growth, moral dilemmas, and the quest for justice. The film blends action sequences with
character-driven moments, characteristic of Westerns aiming to appeal to a wide audience.

Production and Reception
Produced in the early 1950s, "Young Bull" was part of a wave of Westerns that capitalized on the
genre’s popularity. The film featured a mix of seasoned actors and rising stars, with a focus on
authentic settings and traditional Western motifs. While not the most commercially successful
Western of its era, "Young Bull" contributed to the genre’s rich tapestry and maintained a modest
following among enthusiasts.

Rock Hudson's Role in "Young Bull"
Rock Hudson's participation in "Young Bull" marked an important entry in his filmography,
showcasing his ability to embody the archetypal Western hero. His role as the young, determined
cowboy aligned well with his on-screen image and helped reinforce his versatility.

Character Analysis
In "Young Bull," Hudson portrayed a character defined by integrity, bravery, and resilience. This role
allowed him to explore complex emotions beneath the tough exterior typical of Western
protagonists. His performance demonstrated a balance of physicality and subtlety, which became a
hallmark of his acting style.



Performance Highlights
Hudson’s portrayal included several key scenes that emphasized his commanding presence and
emotional range. His ability to convey vulnerability alongside strength made his character relatable
and memorable. This role contributed to his growing reputation as a leading man capable of
anchoring major film projects.

Impact of "Young Bull" on Rock Hudson’s Career
The film "Young Bull" played a significant role in Rock Hudson’s ascent in Hollywood, reinforcing his
status as a bankable star in the Western genre. It provided him with a platform to demonstrate his
appeal and acting prowess to both audiences and industry insiders.

Career Advancement
Following "Young Bull," Hudson secured more prominent roles in high-profile films, including
romantic dramas and comedies that expanded his repertoire. The experience gained from Westerns
like "Young Bull" helped him develop a screen presence that was adaptable to various genres.

Typecasting and Diversification
While early successes in Westerns could have led to typecasting, Hudson managed to diversify his
roles, avoiding being pigeonholed solely as a cowboy figure. His subsequent work in films such as
"Pillow Talk" demonstrated his comedic timing and romantic lead capabilities, broadening his
appeal.

Legacy and Cultural Significance
The phrase "rock hudson young bull" encapsulates a period when an emerging Hollywood star
intersected with a genre that defined American cinema. Both Rock Hudson and the film "Young Bull"
hold places in film history that reflect broader cultural trends and cinematic evolution.

Influence on Western Genre
"Young Bull" is representative of mid-century Western films that shaped popular perceptions of the
American frontier. Rock Hudson’s involvement added star power that contributed to the genre’s
sustained popularity during this era.

Rock Hudson’s Enduring Legacy
Rock Hudson remains a significant figure in Hollywood history, remembered for his contributions
across genres. His early roles in Westerns like "Young Bull" laid the groundwork for a career that
influenced generations of actors and audiences alike.



Early Hollywood stardom through Westerns

Versatility across film genres

Impact on American cultural narratives

Continued recognition in film retrospectives

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Rock Hudson and why is he called the 'Young Bull'?
Rock Hudson was a famous American actor known for his roles in the 1950s and 1960s. The
nickname 'Young Bull' referred to his strong, masculine screen presence and youthful vigor during
his peak acting years.

What are some notable films featuring Rock Hudson as the
'Young Bull'?
Notable films include 'Giant' (1956), 'Pillow Talk' (1959), and 'Magnificent Obsession' (1954), where
Rock Hudson often portrayed confident, charismatic leading men, earning him the 'Young Bull'
persona.

How did Rock Hudson's image as the 'Young Bull' influence
Hollywood in the 1950s and 60s?
Rock Hudson's 'Young Bull' image helped define the ideal masculine leading man in Hollywood,
combining charm, strength, and sophistication, influencing casting and character archetypes in
romantic and dramatic films.

Was 'Young Bull' a common nickname for Rock Hudson during
his career?
While not his most famous nickname, 'Young Bull' was occasionally used to describe Rock Hudson's
energetic and robust screen presence, highlighting his youthful and powerful persona.

Did Rock Hudson's 'Young Bull' image affect his personal life
or public perception?
Rock Hudson maintained a carefully crafted public image as a strong, masculine leading man, but
his private life was quite different. The 'Young Bull' persona contributed to the public's perception of
him as the quintessential Hollywood heartthrob.



Are there any biographies or documentaries that explore Rock
Hudson's 'Young Bull' persona?
Yes, biographies like 'Rock Hudson: His Story' by Sara Davidson and documentaries such as 'Rock
Hudson: Dark and Handsome' delve into his life and the contrast between his public 'Young Bull'
image and private realities.

How did Rock Hudson's 'Young Bull' image evolve over the
course of his career?
Early in his career, Rock Hudson was cast as the vibrant, muscular 'Young Bull,' but as he aged, his
roles matured, shifting towards more nuanced and dramatic characters, though he retained his
charismatic presence.

What impact did Rock Hudson's roles as the 'Young Bull' have
on LGBTQ representation in Hollywood?
Although Rock Hudson was a gay man, his 'Young Bull' roles portrayed traditional masculine ideals,
which complicated LGBTQ representation in Hollywood. His later public revelation about his
sexuality helped increase awareness and dialogue.

Is the term 'Young Bull' associated with any specific
marketing or promotional material for Rock Hudson?
The term 'Young Bull' was sometimes used in promotional materials and fan magazines in the 1950s
to emphasize Rock Hudson's virile and energetic appeal, helping to market him as a leading man to
audiences.

Additional Resources
1. The Young Bull: The Early Years of Rock Hudson
This biography explores the formative years of Rock Hudson, detailing his rise from a small-town boy
to a Hollywood star. It covers his early struggles, his first acting roles, and the challenges he faced
in the competitive entertainment industry. The book provides insight into how his youthful persona
earned him the nickname "Young Bull" and set the stage for his later fame.

2. Rock Hudson: Hollywood’s Young Bull
Focusing on Hudson’s prime years in Hollywood, this book highlights his breakthrough
performances and his status as a leading man in the 1950s and 60s. It delves into the roles that
solidified his image as the "Young Bull," showcasing his charm, charisma, and screen presence. The
narrative also touches on the pressures of maintaining his public image amid personal struggles.

3. The Bull’s Charge: Rock Hudson’s Journey to Stardom
This title traces Rock Hudson’s journey from obscurity to superstardom, emphasizing his
determination and resilience. It discusses how he developed his signature style and persona, earning
the nickname "Young Bull" for his robust and commanding roles. The book also offers a behind-the-
scenes look at the Hollywood studio system during Hudson’s era.



4. Behind the Bull: The Untold Story of Rock Hudson
A revealing account that uncovers the lesser-known aspects of Rock Hudson’s life, including his
private battles and personal identity. This book provides a nuanced view of the man behind the
"Young Bull" image, exploring how he balanced fame with secrecy. It includes interviews with
friends, colleagues, and family members who shed light on his complex character.

5. Young Bull, Timeless Icon: Rock Hudson’s Legacy
Examining the lasting impact of Rock Hudson’s career, this book celebrates his contributions to film
and popular culture. It discusses how his "Young Bull" persona influenced male leading roles and
Hollywood’s portrayal of masculinity. The narrative also considers his role as a trailblazer in the
later years of his life and his fight against AIDS awareness.

6. The Bull and the Star: Rock Hudson’s Hollywood Reign
This book chronicles Hudson’s dominance in the film industry during the height of his career,
focusing on his "Young Bull" nickname as a symbol of his strength and appeal. It provides detailed
analyses of his most famous films and the critical acclaim he received. The work also explores his
relationships with co-stars and directors who helped shape his legacy.

7. Rock Hudson: From Young Bull to Legend
A comprehensive biography that spans the entirety of Hudson’s life, from his early days as the
"Young Bull" to his status as a Hollywood legend. The book highlights key moments in his career, as
well as his personal journey and the challenges he faced off-screen. It offers a balanced portrayal of
his triumphs and tragedies.

8. The Making of the Young Bull: Rock Hudson’s Rise in Tinseltown
Focusing on the critical period when Hudson transformed from an aspiring actor to the celebrated
"Young Bull," this book details the roles, mentors, and studios that shaped his career. It provides
context about Hollywood’s Golden Age and the cultural environment that influenced his image.
Readers gain a behind-the-scenes perspective on his early successes.

9. Young Bull Unleashed: Rock Hudson’s Bold Screen Persona
This analysis centers on the development and impact of Rock Hudson’s screen persona, known as
the "Young Bull," highlighting how it resonated with audiences of the time. The book examines his
acting style, choice of roles, and the marketing strategies that amplified his popularity. It also
discusses how this persona contrasted with his private life, adding depth to his public image.

Rock Hudson Young Bull
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  rock hudson young bull: Rock Hudson Brenda Scott Royce, 1995-02-28 Rock Hudson rose to
stardom as the virile hero of adventure films, and he then gained a flurry of female fans by starring
in melodramas, like Magnificent Obsession. He earned an Oscar nomination for his role in Giant,
starred in successful romantic comedies, and had a productive television and stage career. This book
provides full information about his many performances and charts his life and career up to his death
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from AIDS. Rock Hudson was a movie giant, one of the biggest stars Hollywood ever produced. He
gained early fame as the romantic hero of adventure films and melodramas such as Magnificent
Obsession (1954). He then tackled serious drama in Giant (1956), for which he earned an Academy
Award nomination. With the success of Pillow Talk (1959), he entered a new genre for which he
would become best known—the sex comedy. He also had a successful stage and television career.
This book charts Rock Hudson's rise as a celebrity until his death from AIDS. A biography opens the
volume, followed by chapters which chronicle his work in film, television, radio, and the stage. Each
chapter contains descriptions of Hudson's individual performances, with entries providing cast and
credit information, plot summaries, excerpts from reviews, and critical commentary. The volume also
includes a listing of Hudson's awards and an annotated bibliography of additional sources of
information.
  rock hudson young bull: Rock Hudson John Mercer, 2019-07-25 Tall, dark and handsome, with
a manufactured name and a scrupulously designed professional image, Rock Hudson represented
the Hollywood ideal of American masculinity during the 1950s and 60s; an ideal that was to be
questioned and ultimately undermined during the years to follow by lurid accounts of his private life
and his death from AIDS related illness. This illuminating analysis of Hudson's career reassesses the
perceived disparity between his public persona and his 'true' nature. Exploring his unique qualities
as a performer and exposing the role of his agent, producers and directors in the construction of his
image, John Mercer unpicks Hudson's stardom to reveal a more complex star identity than has
hitherto been understood. Foregrounding the ways in which Hudson's career provides insights into
the nature of American popular culture and attitudes towards gender and sexuality, Mercer
ultimately depicts Hudson as a star who embodied a period of transition between the old Hollywood
and the new.
  rock hudson young bull: The Hero's Trail Peter C. Mowrey, 2022-03-14 The great American
Westerns can be profoundly meaningful when read metaphorically. More than mere shoot 'em up
entertainment, they are an essential part of a vibrant, evolving national mythology. Like other
versions of the archetypal Hero's Journey, these films are filled with insights about life, love, nature,
society, ethics, beauty and what it means to be human, and are key to understanding American
culture. Part film guide, part historical survey, this book explores the mythic and artistic elements in
52 great Westerns--some orthodox, some subversive--from the genre's first half-century. Each film is
given detailed critical analysis, from the earliest silent movies to Golden Age classics like Red River
(1948), High Noon (1952) and Shane (1953).
  rock hudson young bull: Rock Hudson Mark Bego, 1986
  rock hudson young bull: American Prince Tony Curtis, Peter Golenbock, 2009-10-06 The
legendary actor chronicles his odyssey from a hard-knock childhood as the son of immigrant parents
to Hollywood success, detailing his days as a tinseltown playboy, the film industry during
Hollywood's Golden Era, and his life as an artist at the age of eighty.
  rock hudson young bull: The Old West in Fact and Film Jeremy Agnew, 2012-11-15 For many
years, movie audiences have carried on a love affair with the American West, believing Westerns are
escapist entertainment of the best kind, harkening back to the days of the frontier. This work
compares the reality of the Old West to its portrayal in movies, taking an historical approach to its
consideration of the cowboys, Indians, gunmen, lawmen and others who populated the Old West in
real life and on the silver screen. Starting with the Westerns of the early 1900s, it follows the
evolution in look, style, and content as the films matured from short vignettes of good-versus-bad
into modern plots.
  rock hudson young bull: Western Gunslingers in Fact and on Film Buck Rainey, 1998-01-15
Billy the Kid, Wild Bill Hickok, Belle Starr, Wyatt Earp, the Younger Gang, the Dalton-Doolin Gang
and Bat Masterson--these real-life lawmen and lawbreakers have been the basis of so many
Hollywood Westerns that it has become difficult to discover where the truth ends and the legend
begins. All actually became larger-than-life characters during their lifetimes, as contemporary
newspapers and books embellished their deeds for their own purposes. But it was in Hollywood that



the line between reality and myth was completely blurred. Each chapter-length entry here first
focuses on the known facts of the people's lives and how each became truly legendary during their
lifetimes. The reality is then compared to how they have been portrayed in the movies.
  rock hudson young bull: Native Americans in the Movies Michael Hilger, 2015-10-16 Since
the early days of the silent era, Native Americans have been captured on film, often in unflattering
ways. Over the decades, some filmmakers have tried to portray the Native American on screen with
more balanced interpretations—to varying degrees of success. More recent films such as The New
World, Flags of Our Fathers, and Frozen River have offered depictions of both historical and
contemporary Native Americans, providing viewers with a range of representations. In Native
Americans in the Movies: Portrayals from Silent Films to the Present, Michael Hilger surveys more
than a century of cinema. Drawing upon his previous work, From Savage to Nobleman, Hilger
presents a thorough revision of the earlier volume. The introductory material has not only been
revised with updated information and examples but also adds discussions of representative films
produced since the mid-1990s. Now organized alphabetically, the entries on individual films cover all
relevant works made over the past century, and each entry contains much more information than
those in the earlier book. Details include film summarynation representedimage portrayalproduction
detailsDVD availability Many of the entries also contain comments from film critics to indicate how
the movies were regarded at the time of their theatrical release. Supplemented by appendixes of
image portrayals, representations of nations, and a list of made-for-television movies, this
volumeoffers readers a comprehensive and up-to-date overview of hundreds of films in which Native
American characters have appeared on the big screen. As such, Native Americans in the Movies will
appeal not only to scholars of media, ethnic studies, and history but also to anyone interested in the
portrayal of Native Americans in cinema.
  rock hudson young bull: Anthony Mann William Darby, 2009-10-21 This detailed study of the
career of Anthony Mann argues Mann's prominence and influence alongside contemporaries like
John Ford. Mann (1906-1967), who was active in Hollywood and Europe, directed or produced more
than 40 films, including The Fall of the Roman Empire and God's Little Acre. Best known for his
work in the film noir and western genres and his films starring Jimmy Stewart, Mann later moved
into Cold War and epic films. The book features a filmography and 49 photographs.
  rock hudson young bull: 150 Finest Films of the Fifties John Howard Reid, 2015-10-11 The
1950's saw a major revolution on the movie front. In order to combat TV, the size of movies screens
was changed forever. Unfortunately, there was no standard agreement as to what dimensions, the
preferred new sized screen should be.
  rock hudson young bull: Western Film Highlights Henryk Hoffmann, 2015-07-11 Westerns
may have had their heyday, but they remain popular. The greatest films from 1914, when The Squaw
Man and The Virginian were among the genre's best, through 2001, when American Outlaws and
Texas Rangers were tops, are the subject of this work. For each year, the author names the
outstanding western films in the following categories: picture, screenplay (original and adaptation),
direction, cinematography, music, male and female leading roles, and male and female supporting
roles. Also for each year, the author lists the westerns that received Academy Award nominations
(and those that won), makes note of the births and deaths of notable actors, directors, producers,
composers, cinematographers, authors and other such personalities, and describes the genre's
significant achievements.
  rock hudson young bull: The Movie Guide James Monaco, 1992 From The Big Sleep to
Babette's Feast, from Lawrence of Arabia to Drugstore Cowboy, The Movie Guide offers the inside
word on 3,500 of the best motion pictures ever made. James Monaco is the president and founder of
BASELINE, the world's leading supplier of information to the film and television industries. Among
his previous books are The Encyclopedia of Film, American Film Now, and How to Read a Film.
  rock hudson young bull: The Evolution of the Western Martin Kich, 2024-09-05 Explore the
enduring influence of the Western – the quintessential American film genre – and its essential role in
US and world culture. Follow the entire history of the Western, from its roots in the pulp novels of



the early 20th century, through the serials of the silent era and the mid-century classics of John Ford
and John Wayne, to the recent award-winning revisionist works, like Unforgiven and No Country for
Old Men, that provide a more complex and nuanced take on history of the West. Perhaps more than
any other pop culture genre, the Western allows us to view how Americans have seen themselves
over the last 150 years. Build a foundational understanding of the genre with 5 introductory essays,
exploring the development of the Western Mythos in the traditional Western, the heyday of the
traditional Western in the post-WWII period, revisionist Westerns and the counterculture, race and
identify, and the Western outside of the USA. Close to 100 encyclopedia entries examine one or
more movies or television programs and show how their creation and plots demonstrate the overall
evolution of the genre. Easily compare films and TV programs – from early genre favorites such as
Gunsmoke to more recent releases like Django Unchained – with essential facts boxes accompanying
each entry, with information on the director, studio, key actors, and box office receipts.
  rock hudson young bull: You Ain’t Heard Nothin’ Yet James Bawden, Ron Miller,
2017-10-20 Journalists James Bawden and Ron Miller spent their careers interviewing the greatest
stars of Hollywood's golden age. They visited Lee Marvin at home and politely admired his fishing
trophies, chatted with Janet Leigh while a young Jamie Lee Curtis played, and even made Elizabeth
Taylor laugh out loud. In You Ain't Heard Nothin' Yet, Bawden and Miller return with a new
collection of rare interviews with iconic film stars including Henry Fonda, Esther Williams, Buster
Keaton, Maureen O'Sullivan, Walter Pidgeon, and many more. The book is filled with humorous
anecdotes and incredible behind-the-scenes stories. For instance, Bette Davis reflects that she and
Katharine Hepburn were both considered for the role of Scarlett O'Hara but neither was gorgeous
enough for the part; Janet Leigh analyzes the famous shower scene in Psycho (1960), which was shot
in seven days and gave the actress nightmares for years; and Jimmy Stewart describes Alfred
Hitchcock as a strange, roly-poly man, interested only in blondes and murder. Popular horror film
stars from Lon Chaney Jr. to Boris Karloff and Vincent Price are also featured in a special movie
monsters section. With first-person accounts of Hollywood life from some of the most distinguished
luminaries in the history of American cinema, this entertaining book will delight classic movie fans.
  rock hudson young bull: Best Western Movies John Howard Reid, 2007-10-26 This grab-bag
of movie westerns ranges from the best to the worst; from lavish, no-expense-spared Cecil B.
DeMille epics to Poverty Row double bills; from big-budget John Wayne vehicles like In Old
Oklahoma, The War Wagon and The Fighting Kentuckian to the sort of bottom-drawer product
delivered by Sherman Scott and Monogram; from prestige, star-studded westerns like My Darling
Clementine and How the West Was Won to the depths of The Toughest Man in Arizona; from the
expertly crafted, super-popular B stables of Gene Autry, William Boyd, Roy Rogers, Charles Starrett
and company to the fly-by-night efforts of long-forgotten brands like The Range Busters. All reviews
carry detailed credits. The book is rounded out with a Hopalong Cassidy filmography and many
reproductions of original film posters.
  rock hudson young bull: In Search of Western Movie Sites Carlo Gaberscek, Kenny Stier, 2014
In Search of Western Movie Sites is a compilation of 64 articles written for the bi-monthly newsletter
Western Clippings by Carlo Gaberscek and Kenny Stier. They are profoundly convinced of the
fundamental importance of landscapes and natural exteriors in westerns. These articles are listed
regionally, starting with the Southwestern states (Arizona, New Mexico, Colorado, Utah, and
Nevada), progressing to California, the Northwest, Midwest, and Southern states, followed by
Canada, and finishing with Mexico. They focus on the making of both A and B-westerns in a single
state or a specific area of a state, and contain selected filmographies and detailed information on the
locations. They envision a vast atlas of western cinema, a map of both real and imagined places
constructed by Hollywood. This book, which includes over 200 stills and photos taken on location, is
a guide to thousands of western film locations.
  rock hudson young bull: Picturing Indians Liza Black, 2022-12-20 Liza Black critically
examines the inner workings of post-World War II American films and production studios, which cast
American Indian extras and actors as Native people, forcing them to come face-to-face with



mainstream representations of Indianness.--
  rock hudson young bull: The Cinema of Converging Lives Lucy Fischer, Distinguished
Professor Emerita Film and Media Studies Lucy Fischer, 2025-09-17 What happens when strangers
meet in film? In this book, Lucy Fischer analyzes films by a diverse and international group of
directors which portray the seemingly random intersection of separate lives. Exploring this
important category of the complex film genre, she dissects the different narrative forces which bring
the characters together and considers the relationship between this genre and rising loneliness and
isolation worldwide.
  rock hudson young bull: Westerns John White, 2010-11-30 It is a common assertion that the
history of America is written in its Westerns, but how true is this? In this guidebook John White
discusses the evolution of the Western through history and looks at theoretical and critical
approaches to Westerns such as genre analysis, semiotics, representation, ideology, discourse
analysis, narrative, realism, auteur and star theory, psychoanalytical theory, postmodernism and
audience response. The book includes case studies of 8 key westerns: Stagecoach My Darling
Clementine Shane The Good, The Bad and the Ugly McCabe and Mrs Miller Unforgiven Brokeback
Mountain The Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward Robert Ford Including a chronology of
significant events for the Western genre, a glossary and further reading, this introduction to an
important genre in film studies is a great guide for students.
  rock hudson young bull: A Wonderful Life Tony Thomas, 1997-01-01 Thomas surveys
Stewart's life and career, and reviews the circumstances and plot of each of his films, from his small
part in 1935's Murder Man to his last role as a grandfather in a 1981 Lassie movie.
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