rock hudson 1985 photos

rock hudson 1985 photos provide a poignant glimpse into one of Hollywood’s most
iconic stars during a pivotal time in his life and career. These images capture Rock
Hudson, a leading man of the silver screen, at a moment when his public persona was
beginning to shift amid personal health struggles. The year 1985 was significant, marking
a period when Hudson’s health was a closely guarded secret, and these photos offer rare
insight into his appearance and presence during that era. This article explores the context
surrounding the rock hudson 1985 photos, the impact of his illness on his career and
public image, and the legacy these images leave behind. By examining the historical and
cultural background of these photos, readers gain a deeper understanding of Rock
Hudson’s enduring influence. The following sections provide a detailed overview of the
significance, content, and aftermath of these notable photographs.
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Overview of Rock Hudson’s Career Leading Up to
1985

Rock Hudson was one of Hollywood’s most prominent actors, known for his roles in classic
films and his charismatic screen presence. His career spanned several decades, beginning
in the late 1940s and reaching its peak in the 1950s and 1960s with hits such as Giant,
Pillow Talk, and Magnificent Obsession. Hudson became synonymous with the romantic
leading man archetype, captivating audiences with his charm and rugged good looks.

Early Success and Stardom

Hudson'’s early career was marked by a series of successful films that established him as a
dependable box office draw. His collaborations with actresses like Doris Day helped define
the romantic comedy genre during the 1950s and 1960s. By the early 1980s, however, his
roles became less frequent as he transitioned into television and supporting parts.



Transition to Television and Later Roles

In the years leading up to 1985, Rock Hudson appeared in several television movies and
series, including the popular miniseries Dynasty. This transition reflected a broader shift
in his career as well as the changing landscape of Hollywood. Despite this, Hudson
remained a beloved figure with a dedicated fan base.

Significance of Rock Hudson 1985 Photos

The rock hudson 1985 photos hold particular significance because they represent one of
the earliest public visual records of his appearance after his HIV diagnosis, which was
unknown to the public at the time. These photos are often analyzed for the subtle signs of
his declining health and the contrast with his earlier, more robust images.

Visual Evidence of Health Challenges

Observers of the 1985 photos note changes in Hudson’s physical appearance, including
weight loss and a gaunt facial expression. These visual cues have contributed to a
retrospective understanding of the impact of AIDS on celebrities and the stigmatization
faced by those affected during that period.

Rarity and Historical Value

Because the entertainment industry and media were largely silent about Hudson'’s illness
until a few years later, the 1985 photos are rare artifacts that provide valuable historical

context. They document a moment before the full public disclosure of Hudson’s condition,
making them important for both cultural and medical history.

Context of Rock Hudson’s Health in 1985

Rock Hudson’s health in 1985 was a subject of intense speculation and concern, although
the official confirmation of his HIV/AIDS diagnosis would not come until 1985 itself. The
photos from that year coincide with a critical period in his battle with the disease.

Diagnosis and Early Treatment

Hudson was diagnosed with HIV in 1984, a time when the disease was poorly understood
and highly stigmatized. His diagnosis marked one of the first cases of a major Hollywood



star publicly linked to AIDS, even though he did not immediately disclose it. The 1985
photos capture a man grappling with the early effects of this diagnosis and the limited
treatment options available at the time.

Secrecy and Public Awareness

Throughout 1985, Hudson and his representatives maintained a strict policy of
confidentiality regarding his illness. The photos from that year thus provide an important
visual record of this period of secrecy before the broader public and media became aware
of his condition.

Public and Media Reaction to the Photos

When rock hudson 1985 photos began circulating, they sparked varied responses from the
public and media. The images became a focal point for discussions about AIDS, celebrity
privacy, and the challenges faced by those living with the disease.

Media Coverage and Sensationalism

The media’s reaction to the photos was mixed, with some outlets respecting Hudson’s
privacy while others sensationalized his health status. This period marked a turning point
in the media’s approach to reporting on AIDS and celebrity health issues.

Public Sympathy and Stigma

Fans and the general public expressed a range of emotions, from sympathy and support to
fear and misunderstanding. These photos helped humanize the AIDS crisis by showing the
personal toll it took on a beloved public figure, thereby contributing to greater awareness
and empathy.

e Increased public interest in AIDS awareness
e Greater scrutiny of Hollywood’s handling of health disclosures

e Heightened discussions about privacy versus public interest



Legacy and Impact of the 1985 Images

The legacy of rock hudson 1985 photos extends beyond their immediate historical
moment; they have come to symbolize the intersection of celebrity culture, health crises,
and social change. These images continue to be referenced in discussions about the AIDS
epidemic and the evolution of public attitudes toward the disease.

Influence on AIDS Awareness and Activism

Hudson'’s visibility as a public figure living with AIDS helped catalyze greater advocacy
and funding for AIDS research. The photos from 1985, as part of this broader narrative,
underscore the importance of visibility and openness in combating stigma.

Enduring Cultural Significance

Today, the 1985 photos are regarded as powerful reminders of Rock Hudson’s courage
and the challenges faced by countless individuals during the height of the AIDS crisis.
They serve as a testament to his enduring impact on both the entertainment industry and
public health discourse.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is significant about Rock Hudson's 1985 photos?

Rock Hudson's 1985 photos are significant because they were taken during the time he
publicly revealed his battle with AIDS, marking a pivotal moment in raising awareness
about the disease.

Where can I find Rock Hudson 1985 photos?

Rock Hudson's 1985 photos can be found in archives of major magazines such as People
and Time, as well as in online historical photo collections and some documentary films
about his life.

How did Rock Hudson's 1985 photos impact public
perception of AIDS?

The 1985 photos of Rock Hudson put a famous face to the AIDS epidemic, helping to
reduce stigma and increase public awareness about the seriousness of the disease.



What was Rock Hudson's health condition in the 1985
photos?

In the 1985 photos, Rock Hudson appeared visibly ill as he was battling AIDS, which was a
shocking revelation at the time since AIDS was not widely understood or openly discussed.

Did Rock Hudson pose for any official portraits in 1985?

Yes, Rock Hudson participated in several photo shoots in 1985, some of which were used
for magazine covers and articles highlighting his illness and advocacy for AIDS research.

Are there any documentaries featuring Rock Hudson's
1985 photos?

Yes, several documentaries about Rock Hudson and the history of AIDS include his 1985
photos to illustrate the impact of his diagnosis and his role in bringing attention to the
epidemic.

Additional Resources

1. Rock Hudson: A Life in Focus

This book offers an intimate look at Rock Hudson's life through a curated collection of
photographs, including rare images from 1985. It explores his rise to fame, personal
struggles, and enduring legacy in Hollywood. The photos serve as a visual diary, capturing
moments both on and off the set.

2. The Final Years: Rock Hudson in the 1980s

Focusing on the last decade of Rock Hudson's life, this book presents a poignant photo
series from 1985 and surrounding years. It highlights his battle with illness and his
courage in facing public scrutiny. Accompanied by insightful commentary, the images
reveal a more vulnerable side of the legendary actor.

3. Rock Hudson: The Untold Story Behind the Lens

This volume delves into behind-the-scenes photographs from 1985, showcasing Rock
Hudson during film shoots and personal moments. It provides context about the era's
cultural climate and Hudson’s role in shaping Hollywood's image. The book combines
visual storytelling with biographical details.

4. Capturing Rock Hudson: Iconic Photos of 1985

A visually stunning collection, this book compiles some of the most iconic photographs of
Rock Hudson taken in 1985. It reflects on his style, charisma, and the media attention he
garnered during this pivotal year. The photos are paired with anecdotes from
photographers and contemporaries.

5. Rock Hudson’s Legacy: Photos and Memories from 1985

This compilation brings together photos from 1985 alongside personal testimonials and
media excerpts. It paints a comprehensive picture of Rock Hudson’s influence during a
transformative period in his career and life. The book serves as both a tribute and a



historical record.

6. Behind the Glamour: Rock Hudson in 1985

Exploring the contrast between Rock Hudson’s public persona and private life, this book
uses 1985 photos to reveal different facets of the actor. It includes candid shots that show
his off-screen personality and the challenges he faced. The narrative sheds light on his
human side beyond the silver screen.

7. Rock Hudson: Photographs from the Mid-80s

This photo book centers on images from the mid-1980s, with a focus on 1985, capturing a
period of change and revelation for Rock Hudson. It includes studio portraits, event
photos, and personal snapshots. The collection is complemented by essays discussing his
impact on cinema and society.

8. The 1985 Portraits of Rock Hudson

Featuring a series of carefully curated portraits taken in 1985, this book emphasizes the
artistry behind the camera and Hudson’s enduring charm. Each photograph is
accompanied by commentary on its significance and the circumstances of the shoot. The
book appeals to fans of photography and classic Hollywood alike.

9. Rock Hudson: Through the Camera’s Eye, 1985

This book offers a photographic journey through Rock Hudson'’s life in 1985, showcasing
moments that define his career and personal evolution. With a mix of professional and
candid shots, it provides a nuanced view of the actor during a critical year. The text
explores themes of identity, fame, and resilience.
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rock hudson 1985 photos: The 1980s Decade in Photos Jim Corrigan, 2010-01-01 Describes
the important world, national, and cultural developments of the decade 1980-1989.

rock hudson 1985 photos: Rock Hudson Mark Bego, 1986

rock hudson 1985 photos: The 100 Best Celebrity Photos The Editors of PEOPLE,
2017-10-24 Since its first issue debuted with a Great Gatsby portrait of Mia Farrow, People
magazine has delivered not only outstanding celebrity journalism, but also the best in personality
photography. Now, the Editors of People present The 100 Best Celebrity Photos. From a Marilyn
Monroe pin-up to an internet-breaking Kim Kardashian Instagram, from Harry Benson's exuberant
snaps of The Beatles' first visit to America to Bradley Cooper's star-packed Oscar selfie, these are
the images that influenced how we understand fame and glamor. Included with each picture is the
story behind it: A-list photographers tell how they created the images that turned stars into icons, or
made legends seem as relatable as family. Here also are People exclusives from the magazine's
history of unparalleled access into celebrity homes and off-duty lives that show us the real side of
the stars who most captivate and intrigue us.
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rock hudson 1985 photos: Chicago Tribune Index , 1986

rock hudson 1985 photos: Anything Goes at Sea Michael Rudder, 2025-06-28 A unique and
humorous memoir with a difference! Anything Goes at Sea is an illuminating and extremely frank
memoir exploring gay life aboard British ships from 1969 to 1990 — floating gay havens, despite the
fact that homosexuality was still illegal at sea. This seafaring author was there, joining in the fun and
games. His candid and heartwarming memoir also chronicles a tender and enduring love story that,
despite a turbulent beginning, spans over 50 years. Set primarily at sea, join him on a global voyage
around the world: Australia, America, the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, and the Mediterranean Sea.
From ships that were household names to camp paradises and dodgy dives, sail into a hidden world
through pages packed with vivid anecdotes and untold stories. This book offers a rare glimpse into
the life of a gay seafarer.

rock hudson 1985 photos: The Triumph of Nancy Reagan Karen Tumulty, 2022-04-12 The
made-in-Hollywood marriage of Ronald and Nancy Reagan was the partnership that made him
president. Nancy understood how to foster his strengths and compensate for his weaknesses-- and
made herself a place in history. Tumulty shows how Nancy's confidence developed, and reveals new
details surrounding Reagan's tumultuous presidency that shows how Nancy became one of the most
influential first ladies in history. -- adapted from jacket

rock hudson 1985 photos: Timeline of America Floyd Orr, 2006 Godzilla Stuffed into a
Briefcase Columbus takes a vacation to The Bahamas, and discovers the area to be a fun place. He
tells all his other adventurous friends about it, and they decide they all need vacations, too. Soon
everybody in The Old Country is loading up enough beer to make the trip and sailing to The
Bahamas. Hysterical events have surprised us, inventions have made us more comfortable, and
recreational pursuits have all but dominated our lives. The story of America is told in a pair of Jekyll
& Hyde Timelines. You will meet the good doctor inside. His mean, ugly brother will arrive in 2008.
This is a lot more than a pop culture trivia book, although no simpler phrase describes it. Ten
timelines tell the story of America's development from the arrival of Columbus to the homeruns of
Barry Bonds and the movie release of The Da Vinci Code. The story is separated into ten topics:
events, comforts, cars, toys, movies, television, music, nerds, sports, and gossip. Like any competent
trivia book, there is a test at the end, but this tale is about the quest, not the grail. This is a capsule
history of the things that have defined us, and Godzilla doesn't like being so tightly restrained.

rock hudson 1985 photos: Historic Photos of Ronald Reagan , 2008-09-01 The popularity of
great Americans frequently simmers before it boils, but the nation’s 40th President heard the kettle
whistling from early in his administration. Ronald Reagan came to office in 1981 determined to face
head-on foes of the great American experiment. He departed in 1989 adored by millions of fellow
citizens and admired even by political adversaries. Join Jay Stephen Whitney in this look at the life
and work of Ronald Wilson Reagan through nearly 200 large-format photographs, with introductions
and captions by the author, from Reagan’s infancy in 1911 through his youth, his career in television
and film, the governorship of California, and his rise to the presidency. Discover why the legacy of
President Reagan continues to gather momentum over twenty years after the Great Communicator
left the Oval Office.

rock hudson 1985 photos: The Visible Woman Paula A. Treichler, Lisa Cartwright,
Constance Penley, 1998-04 Introduction : paradoxes of visibility / Paula A. Treichler, Lisa
Cartwright, and Constance Penley -- A cultural anatomy of the visible human project / Lisa
Cartwright -- The end of the road : gender, the dissemination of knowledge, and the American
campaign against venereal disease during World War I/ Stacie A. Colwell -- Maybe next year :
feminist silence and the AIDS epidemic / Paula A. Treichler and Catherine A. Warren -- Beyond The
Yentl syndrome : making women visible in post-1990 women's health discourse / Anne K. Eckman --
Shooting the mother : fetal photography and the politics of disappearance / Carol Stabile -- Fetal
exposures : abortion politics and the optics of allusion / Valerie Hartouni -- Mothers and authors :
Johnson v. Calvert and the new children of our imaginations / Mark Rose -- Lasers for ladies endo
discourse and the inscription of science / Ella Shohat -- Living on disability : language and social



policy in the wake of the ADA / Michael B(c)brub(c)b and Janet Lyon -- The empire strikes back : a
posttransexual manifesto / Sandy Stone -- Beating the meat/surviving the text, or How to get out of
this century alive / Vivian Sobchack -- Corporeal flows : the immune system, global economies of
food, and new implications for health / Richard A. Cone and Emily Martin -- Tales from the cyrpt:
contamination and quaratine in Todd Hayne's [Safe] / Gaye Naismith

rock hudson 1985 photos: Photography Books Index III Martha Kreisel, 2006 While the
Internet is an important source for locating photographic images, there still are hundreds of
photography books published each year for whose contents there is no external access. This second
supplement to Photography Books Index addresses this need by analyzing important photographic
anthologies that have been published since 1985. Accessing more than fifty photographic
anthologies that are widely held in libraries across the country--along with images from two critical
annual compilations, Best of Photojournalism and Graphis Annual--this book identifies photographs
that record the history of our times. This reference guide provides an important index to
contemporary as well as historical photographers, including those for whom full monographs have
not been published. Photographs of important individuals as well as photographic records of
cataclysmic events can be located through this index. Extensive descriptions of the individual
photographs--from the commonplace to the extraordinary--are identified in this volume. Organized
into three sections--Photographers, Subjects of Photographs, and Portraits of Named
Individuals--these descriptions provide the researcher with important information on each
photograph. An essential volume for all public, special and academic libraries, this index will be an
invaluable resource for reporters, historians, academics, students and anyone wishing to research
photographs and photographers.

rock hudson 1985 photos: Gendered Epidemic Nancy L. Roth, Katie Hogan, 2013-12-19 Since
nearly the beginning of the AIDS epidemic, activists have signaled the inadequacy of prevention
strategies and drug protocols that have been developed from research done primarily on men. The
latest C.D.C. figures prove they were right; for the first time since the beginning of the epidemic,
AIDS cases among white men have fallen, yet the largest increases are among women. Weaving
together theoretical, critical, and practical perspectives, Gendered Epidemic is a collection of essays
that questions the add women and stir model that governs most HIV/AIDS prevention and treatment
efforts. The individual essays describe conflicts and contradictions, and pose new theories and
practices. Written by HIV positive women, theorists, teachers, artists, policy makers and activists, it
offers insights necessary to stem the spread of HIV.

rock hudson 1985 photos: Gay L.A. Lillian Faderman, Stuart Timmons, 2009-08-03 Charts
LA's gay history, from the first missionary encounters with Native American cross-gendered 'two
spirits' to cross-dressing frontier women in search of their fortunes, and from the 1960s gay
liberation movement to the creation of gay marketing in the 1990s.

rock hudson 1985 photos: The Advocate , 1997-04-15 The Advocate is a lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender (LGBT) monthly newsmagazine. Established in 1967, it is the oldest continuing LGBT
publication in the United States.

rock hudson 1985 photos: Celebrity Morals and the Loss of Religious Authority John
Portmann, 2019-04-30 This book examines American popular culture to demonstrate that celebrities
have superseded religious figures as moral authorities. As trust in religious institutions has waned
over recent decades, the once frivolous entertainment fringe has become the moral center. Young
people and voters increasingly take cues from actors and athletes. The book begins by offering a
definition of celebrity and showing that the profile of celebrities has changed dramatically,
particularly since the 1960s. They can now chart their own careers, manage their own personal lives
and weigh in on pressing moral issues in a manner that hasn’t always been the case. This can be to
the good, it is argued, for some counterintuitive reasons. Very few stars pretend to be moral
exemplars, unlike the frequently hypocritical elites they have replaced. Others, however, are
seemingly poorly qualified to speak on complex moral issues. In the end, it also turns out that who
tells us how to feel about any moral issue counts at least as much as what they tell us. This is a fresh



look at the impact of celebrity culture on contemporary morality and religious authority. As such, it
will be of great use to academics working in religious studies and ethics, as well as popular culture
and media studies.

rock hudson 1985 photos: The New Encyclopedia of American Scandal George C. Kohn,
2001 Covering people and events from the 1630s to the present day, this reference offers 455
entries on such topics as dirty politics, white-collar scams, botched cover-ups, tawdry love affairs,
and despicable acts of corruption.

rock hudson 1985 photos: Art about AIDS Sophie Junge, 2016-11-21 In addition to being a
medical, political, and social crisis, the AIDS epidemic in the United States also led to a crisis of
artistic representation. This book reveals the important political and moral role of American
photographers in the social discourse on AIDS based on the 1989 New York exhibition, “Witnesses:
Against Our Vanishing” curated by photographer Nan Goldin.

rock hudson 1985 photos: How to Have Theory in an Epidemic Paula A. Treichler, 1999 A
collection of essays on the AIDS epidemic, by a leading feminist cultural theorist of science

rock hudson 1985 photos: The Advocate , 1999-08-17 The Advocate is a lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender (LGBT) monthly newsmagazine. Established in 1967, it is the oldest continuing LGBT
publication in the United States.

rock hudson 1985 photos: Sweet Tooth and Other Stories Serkan Gorkemli, 2024-05-14
Queerness, labels, and allyship are central themes in this moving collection of stories set in Turkey,
where Middle Eastern and Euro-American expressions of identity collide and naming one's
orientation is a fraught endeavor. An eleven-year-old undergoes hand surgery that will allow him to
wear a wedding ring in adulthood. Two college roommates reach an erotic understanding as they
indulge in dessert. A sex worker travels with an American same-sex marriage activist through the
Aegean countryside. A passionate hookup during Istanbul Pride ends in tear gas. Two friends'
tempers flare over cold red wine on a hot summer night by the Dardanelles. A father bonds with his
son and his son's drag-queen boyfriend over classic Turkish cinema on the Mediterranean coast. In
Sweet Tooth and Other Stories, Serkan Gorkemli weaves together interconnected narratives of four
Turkish characters—Hasan, Gokhan, Nazli, and Cenk—who search for clarity, love, and acceptance
amid social change. Set in a rich mixture of urban and rural locales, the stories take place from the
1980s through the 2010s against the backdrop of Turkey's transition from military-backed
secularism to the rise of the religious right, local and global media representations of queer
individuals and culture, and the emergence of affirming LGBTQ+ identities. Gorkemli creates a
complex, engaging network of plots about his characters' struggles and triumphs in navigating
families, communities, and themselves. Braving discrimination, they strive to embrace their
identities and find joy, solace, and approval within a society that marginalizes who they are and how
they love.

rock hudson 1985 photos: The Wisdom of Plagues Donald G. McNeil, 2024-01-09
Award-winning New York Times reporter Donald G. McNeil, Jr. reflects on twenty-five years of
covering pandemics—how governments react to them, how the media covers them, how they are
exploited, and what we can do to prepare for the next one—in this “fascinating, ferocious fusillade
against humanity’s two deadliest enemies: disease and itself” (The Economist). For millions of
Americans, Donald G. McNeil, Jr. was a comforting voice when the COVID-19 pandemic broke out.
He was a regular reporter on The New York Times’s popular podcast The Daily and told listeners
early on to prepare for the worst. He’d covered public health for twenty-five years and quickly
realized that an obscure virus in Wuhan, China, was destined to grow into a global pandemic rivaling
the 1918 Spanish flu. Because of his clear advice, a generation of Times readers knew the risk was
real but that they might be spared by taking the right precautions. Because of his prescient work,
The New York Times won the 2021 Pulitzer Gold Medal for Public Service. The Wisdom of Plagues is
“must-reading for preparing us better for the next unavoidable epidemic” (Peter Piot, MD,
co-discoverer of Ebola) as McNeil shares his account of what he learned over a quarter-century of
reporting in over sixty counties. Many science reporters understand the basics of diseases—from




how a virus works to what goes into making a vaccine. But very few understand the psychology of
how small outbreaks turn into pandemics, why people refuse to believe they’re at risk, or why they
reject protective measures like quarantine or vaccines. The COVID-19 pandemic was the story
McNeil had trained his whole life to cover. His expertise and breadth of sources let him make many
accurate predictions in 2020 about the course that a deadly new virus would take and how different
countries would respond. By the time McNeil wrote his last New York Times stories, he had not lost
his compassion—but he had grown far more stone-hearted about how governments should react. He
had witnessed enough disasters and read enough history to realize that while every epidemic is
different, failure was the one constant. Small case-clusters ballooned into catastrophe because weak
leaders became mired in denial. Citizens refused to make even minor sacrifices for the common
good. They were encouraged in that by money-hungry entrepreneurs and power-hungry populists.
Science was ignored, obvious truths were denied, and the innocent too often died. In The Wisdom of
Plagues, “one of the most enlightening books on public health” (Lena Wen, MD), McNeil offers
tough, prescriptive advice on what we can do to improve global health and be better prepared for
the inevitable next pandemic.
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precise. It is also called rock and roll

Rock - Pioneers, Genres, Legends | Britannica First, that rock is so broad a musical category
that in practice people organize their tastes around more focused genre labels: the young Presley
was a rockabilly, the Beatles a

Rock and roll | History, Songs, Artists, & Facts | Britannica Rock and roll, style of popular
music that originated in the United States in the mid-1950s and that evolved by the mid-1960s into
the more encompassing international style

Rock Hudson | Biography, Movies, AIDS, TV Shows, Death, & Facts Rock Hudson, American
actor noted for his good looks and movie roles during the 1950s and ’60s, including Magnificent
Obsession, Giant, and Pillow Talk, and for the TV series

Rock - Social Change, Cultural Evolution, Music Revolution Rock remains the most democratic
of mass media—the only one in which voices from the margins of society can still be heard out loud.
Yet, at the beginning of the 21st century, rock and the

Rock - 1960s, British Invasion, Psychedelic | Britannica In Britain, as in the rest of Europe,
rock and roll had an immediate youth appeal—each country soon had its own Elvis Presley—but it
made little impact on national music media, as

rock music summary | Britannica Though rock has used a wide variety of instruments, its basic
elements are one or several vocalists, heavily amplified electric guitars (including bass, rhythm, and
lead), and drums

Rock - 80s, 90s, Pop | Britannica Rock - 80s, 90s, Pop: The music industry was rescued from its
economic crisis by the development in the 1980s of a new technology, digital recording. Vinyl
records were replaced

Sedimentary rock | Definition, Formation, Examples, Sedimentary rock, rock formed at or
near Earth’s surface by the accumulation and lithification of sediment or by the precipitation from
solution at normal surface temperatures
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