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science of persuasion william harvey represents a fascinating intersection between historical scientific

discovery and the principles of influence that underpin effective communication. William Harvey,

renowned for his groundbreaking work on the circulatory system in the 17th century, inadvertently

contributed to the broader understanding of persuasion through his methodical approach and

evidence-based reasoning. This article explores how Harvey’s scientific methods and discoveries can

be linked metaphorically and practically to the modern science of persuasion. Delving into his life, key

contributions, and the principles that govern persuasive communication, this comprehensive overview

offers a unique perspective on how scientific rigor enhances the art of influence. Additionally, the

discussion will cover psychological foundations, practical applications, and lessons drawn from

Harvey’s legacy that remain relevant today.

William Harvey: Historical Context and Contributions

The Methodical Approach Behind Harvey’s Discoveries

Foundations of the Science of Persuasion

Linking Harvey’s Scientific Method to Persuasive Techniques

Practical Applications in Modern Communication

Lessons from William Harvey for Effective Persuasion



William Harvey: Historical Context and Contributions

William Harvey was an English physician born in 1578, whose work fundamentally transformed the

understanding of human anatomy and physiology. Prior to Harvey’s research, the prevailing belief was

that blood was continuously produced and consumed by the body. Harvey challenged this notion by

demonstrating that the heart functions as a pump circulating blood through a closed system of arteries

and veins. His seminal work, published in 1628 as Exercitatio Anatomica de Motu Cordis et Sanguinis

in Animalibus (An Anatomical Exercise on the Motion of the Heart and Blood in Animals), laid the

foundation for modern cardiovascular physiology. Harvey’s contributions are not only significant for

medicine but also provide insight into the scientific processes that shape persuasive argumentation

and evidence-based influence.

The Methodical Approach Behind Harvey’s Discoveries

Harvey’s approach to scientific investigation was characterized by meticulous observation,

experimentation, and logical reasoning. He combined anatomical dissection with quantitative analysis,

measuring blood flow and calculating volumes to prove the circulatory system’s existence. This

systematic methodology exemplifies early scientific rigor, emphasizing empirical evidence over

speculation. Harvey’s reliance on demonstrable facts and reproducible results established a framework

for convincing others through credible data and transparent reasoning. This methodical process is

essential in the science of persuasion, where establishing trust and authority depends on clear, logical

presentation of information.

Empirical Evidence and Its Role

Central to Harvey’s success was the use of empirical evidence. By carefully documenting observations

and performing experiments, he built a compelling case that could withstand scrutiny. This principle

applies directly to persuasion, as presenting verifiable information strengthens arguments and

persuades skeptical audiences.



Logical Structuring of Arguments

Harvey structured his arguments in a coherent and progressive manner, guiding readers through

reasoned steps to arrive at his conclusions. This logical structuring is a key element in persuasive

communication, helping the audience follow the narrative and accept the proposed ideas.

Foundations of the Science of Persuasion

The science of persuasion encompasses psychological and communicative strategies that influence

attitudes, beliefs, and behaviors. Grounded in social psychology, it examines how individuals process

information and respond to various stimuli. Key principles include reciprocity, commitment, social proof,

authority, liking, and scarcity. These elements work synergistically to create persuasive messages that

resonate with target audiences. Understanding these fundamentals enables communicators to craft

effective appeals in diverse contexts, from marketing to leadership.

Psychological Principles of Influence

Robert Cialdini’s work on persuasion outlines six core principles that explain how people can be

influenced:

Reciprocity: People tend to return favors and feel obligated to reciprocate kindness.

Commitment and Consistency: Individuals strive to be consistent with their prior commitments

and actions.

Social Proof: People follow the actions of others, especially in uncertain situations.

Authority: Credible experts or figures command greater compliance.

Liking: People are more easily persuaded by those they like or find attractive.



Scarcity: Perceived scarcity increases desirability and urgency.

Communication Techniques

Effective persuasion also depends on how messages are delivered. Techniques such as storytelling,

framing, repetition, and emotional appeal enhance the persuasive impact. The integration of logical

evidence with emotional resonance creates balanced communication that appeals to both rational and

affective aspects of decision-making.

Linking Harvey’s Scientific Method to Persuasive Techniques

William Harvey’s disciplined scientific method parallels many aspects of the science of persuasion. His

emphasis on evidence, clarity, and logical progression mirrors the strategies used to influence others

effectively. Just as Harvey dismantled traditional beliefs through demonstration and reason, persuasive

communicators can challenge preconceived notions by providing credible, well-structured arguments

supported by data and observation.

Authority and Credibility

Harvey’s reputation as a learned physician lent authority to his claims, a critical factor in persuasion.

Establishing expertise is vital to gain trust and influence opinions, as audiences are more receptive to

authoritative voices backed by knowledge and experience.

Transparency and Replicability

By openly sharing his methods and results, Harvey allowed others to verify his findings. This

transparency builds confidence and reduces resistance, a principle that translates into persuasive

communication through openness and honesty.



Practical Applications in Modern Communication

Insights from the science of persuasion and Harvey’s approach can be applied across various modern

domains. From business negotiations to public health campaigns, the integration of evidence-based

messaging and structured argumentation enhances effectiveness. Professionals can adopt Harvey’s

methodical mindset to gather data, anticipate objections, and articulate clear, compelling narratives.

Marketing and Advertising

Marketers use persuasion principles to influence consumer behavior, employing authority figures,

social proof, and scarcity tactics. Incorporating scientific data and transparent information, akin to

Harvey’s method, adds credibility and differentiates brands in competitive markets.

Healthcare Communication

Healthcare professionals benefit from combining Harvey’s empirical approach with persuasive

techniques to educate patients and promote healthy behaviors. Clear explanations supported by

evidence help overcome skepticism and increase compliance with medical advice.

Leadership and Management

Leaders who use structured, evidence-based persuasion can inspire teams, drive change, and resolve

conflicts. Emphasizing logical reasoning and demonstrating expertise fosters trust and motivates

action.

Lessons from William Harvey for Effective Persuasion

William Harvey’s legacy offers valuable lessons for persuasive communication. His commitment to

evidence and clarity serves as a model for building convincing arguments. The following principles



summarize key takeaways:

Prioritize Empirical Evidence: Persuasion grounded in facts is more compelling and sustainable.1.

Structure Arguments Logically: Clear, step-by-step reasoning facilitates understanding and2.

acceptance.

Establish Credibility: Expertise and authority enhance persuasive power.3.

Maintain Transparency: Openness about methods and intentions builds trust.4.

Combine Rational and Emotional Appeals: Effective persuasion balances data with human5.

connection.

Incorporating these lessons enriches the science of persuasion and aligns communication strategies

with the rigorous standards exemplified by William Harvey’s scientific achievements.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was William Harvey and what is his significance in science?

William Harvey was a 17th-century English physician known for his discovery of the circulation of

blood, fundamentally changing the understanding of the human cardiovascular system.

How does the 'science of persuasion' relate to William Harvey?

While William Harvey is primarily known for his medical discoveries, the science of persuasion can be

linked to how he convinced the scientific community of his time to accept the revolutionary concept of

blood circulation through empirical evidence and logical argumentation.



What methods did William Harvey use to persuade others about his

discoveries?

Harvey used detailed observation, experimentation, and logical reasoning, publishing his findings in 'De

Motu Cordis,' effectively persuading others through clear scientific evidence and methodical

explanation.

Can principles from the science of persuasion be applied to scientific

communication like Harvey’s work?

Yes, principles such as credibility, clarity, evidence-based argumentation, and appealing to the

audience’s reason and emotions are essential in scientific communication, as exemplified by William

Harvey’s successful persuasion of his peers.

What lessons does William Harvey’s approach teach about the power

of persuasion in science?

Harvey’s approach demonstrates that scientific breakthroughs require not only discovery but also

effective persuasion through rigorous evidence, clear communication, and challenging established

beliefs to gain acceptance.

Additional Resources

1. The Science of Persuasion: How William Harvey Changed the Way We Influence

This book explores the groundbreaking work of William Harvey and its unexpected connections to

modern persuasion techniques. It delves into Harvey’s scientific methodology and how his approach to

evidence-based reasoning can be applied to influencing others. Readers gain insight into the

intersection of science and psychology in effective persuasion.

2. Persuasion Principles Inspired by William Harvey’s Discoveries



Focusing on the principles underlying persuasion, this book draws parallels between Harvey’s

meticulous research on blood circulation and strategies for convincing others. It highlights the

importance of clarity, evidence, and systematic thinking in both science and communication. The book

offers practical advice for persuaders in various fields.

3. William Harvey and the Anatomy of Influence

By examining Harvey’s revolutionary approach to understanding the human body, this title illustrates

how scientific breakthroughs can inform our understanding of human behavior and influence. The book

links anatomical discovery to psychological persuasion, demonstrating the power of knowledge in

shaping opinions.

4. The Heart of Persuasion: Lessons from William Harvey’s Circulation Theory

This work draws metaphorical and literal lessons from Harvey’s circulation theory to explain how ideas

flow and gain traction in social contexts. It emphasizes the role of persistence, evidence, and strategic

communication in successful persuasion. The book is ideal for readers interested in the science behind

influencing hearts and minds.

5. From Circulation to Communication: William Harvey’s Legacy in Persuasion Science

Tracing the historical impact of Harvey’s discoveries, this book connects his scientific rigor to modern

theories of communication and persuasion. It explores how systematic inquiry and empirical data form

the backbone of convincing arguments. Readers learn how to apply these scientific principles to

enhance their persuasive skills.

6. The Persuader’s Handbook: Insights from William Harvey’s Scientific Method

This practical guide leverages Harvey’s disciplined approach to experimentation to teach readers how

to craft compelling and credible messages. It underscores the importance of evidence, repetition, and

clarity in persuasion. The book offers step-by-step techniques inspired by a pioneer of scientific inquiry.

7. Influence and Innovation: The Persuasive Power of William Harvey’s Discoveries

Highlighting Harvey’s innovative spirit, this book examines how groundbreaking ideas can shift public

opinion and change paradigms. It analyzes key elements of persuasion such as novelty, credibility,



and storytelling, all through the lens of Harvey’s scientific achievements. The book inspires readers to

embrace innovation in their persuasive efforts.

8. The Art and Science of Persuasion: Bridging William Harvey’s Legacy and Modern Psychology

This title bridges historical scientific discovery with contemporary psychological theories of influence. It

shows how Harvey’s evidence-based approach complements modern understandings of human

cognition and decision-making. The book offers a multidisciplinary perspective for those interested in

the roots and future of persuasion science.

9. Circulation of Ideas: William Harvey’s Contribution to Persuasion and Communication

Focusing on the metaphor of circulation, this book explores how ideas spread and gain acceptance in

society, inspired by Harvey’s work on the circulatory system. It discusses mechanisms of influence,

social proof, and the dynamics of message dissemination. The book provides a unique scientific

framework for understanding persuasion.
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  science of persuasion william harvey: The Works of William Harvey M.D William Harvey,
2022-09-16 In The Works of William Harvey M.D., Harvey presents a comprehensive exploration of
his groundbreaking theories on the circulation of blood, a discovery that revolutionized medical
science in the 17th century. Employing a meticulous and empirical literary style, Harvey's treatise
transcends the popular anatomical understandings of his time, establishing a profound connection
between observation and scientific reasoning. His work, which is rich in detailed illustrations and
articulate explanations, not only laid the foundational stones for modern physiology but also
challenged conventional wisdom, showcasing the transition from Galenic theories toward a more
evidence-based understanding of human anatomy and function. William Harvey, an illustrious figure
in the realm of medicine, was educated at both the University of Cambridge and the University of
Padua, where he was deeply influenced by the scientific inquiries of his contemporaries. His
commitment to empirical observation and experimental methodology was likely fueled by the
scientific upheavale of the Renaissance. Additionally, Harvey's extensive clinical experiences as a
royal physician to King James I undoubtedly shaped his perspectives and heightened his resolve to
elucidate the mechanics of blood circulation. For readers keen on delving into the roots of modern
medicine, The Works of William Harvey M.D. offers an essential historical context and scientific
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rigor that persists in relevance today. It serves not only as a profound academic resource but also as
an inspiration for contemporary thinkers and practitioners in the fields of medicine and science.
  science of persuasion william harvey: William Harvey and the Discovery of the
Circulation of the Blood Thomas Henry Huxley, 2020-03-16 In William Harvey and the Discovery
of the Circulation of the Blood, Thomas Henry Huxley undertakes an incisive exploration of the
pioneering work of William Harvey, whose groundbreaking revelations transformed the
understanding of human anatomy and physiology in the early 17th century. Huxley's narrative deftly
combines historical context with scientific analysis, employing a clear and engaging prose style that
makes complex ideas accessible. He situates Harvey within the Renaissance's fervent spirit of
inquiry, highlighting how Harvey's methodical experimentation and rejection of established norms
led to the monumental discovery of the circulatory system 'Äì a pivotal moment in medical history.
Thomas Henry Huxley, a prominent biologist and advocate for Darwinian evolution, was known for
his commitment to scientific rigor and public discourse. His fascination with the foundations of
biological science and medical education likely spurred him to write this account, as he sought to
illuminate the empirical methods that underpin scientific progress. By revisiting Harvey's
contributions, Huxley emphasizes the interplay between observation and theory, reflecting his own
dedication to evidence-based understanding in the face of prevailing dogmas. This book is a
must-read for anyone interested in the evolution of medical science and the historical figures who
shaped it. Huxley's insightful analysis not only pays homage to Harvey's legacy but also invites
readers to appreciate the critical importance of rigorous scientific inquiry. For scholars and
enthusiasts alike, this compelling narrative serves as both an educational resource and a celebration
of one of history's great scientific revolutions. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created
added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless
appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without
spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and
influences that shaped the writing. - An Author Biography reveals milestones in the author's life,
illuminating the personal insights behind the text. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs,
and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage
personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable
Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual
references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
  science of persuasion william harvey: Science Philippa Lang, 2015-10-13 Ancient science is a
subject that commands extensive general interest. This is the first non-technical survey of the
interface between ancient and modern science. It is aimed at crossover student sales in classics, the
history of ideas and the history and philosophy of science. Modern science and its technology are the
children of the seventeenth-century. But the bold investigative experimentation and scientific
systems of thought that this era spawned were in turn thoroughly influenced by Greek and Roman
authors and ideas. Xenophanes' ideas about fossils informed the science of geology. Copernicus and
his novel notion that the earth revolved around the sun, and not vice versa, were arguably influenced
by the Samian philosopher and mathematician, Aristarchus. And the anatomists of Alexandria still -
even today - have valuable insights to bring to current ethical discussions of vivisection and animal
welfare. Shedding fresh light on topics such as Euclid's geometry, Aristotelian physics and the
proto-Darwinism of pre-Socratic thinkers like Empedocles, Philippa Lang addresses the fascinating
differences and similarities between ancient and modern conceptions of 'science'.She discusses the
origins of the cosmos; natural laws in mathematics and physics; conceptions and philosophies of
biology and disease; ideas about mechanistic science and technology as they have been used to
control the societies of human beings; and the important nexus between science, morality and
ethics. Greek and Roman parallels illuminate and clarify the meaning of science itself.
  science of persuasion william harvey: New Light on William Harvey Walter Pagel, 1976 'This
book is clearly an essential one-not only for the Harvey specialist, but also for all students of the
Scientific Revolution.'



  science of persuasion william harvey: William Harvey's Biological Ideas W. Pagel, 1967-01-05
By his discovery of the circulation of the blood, Harvey laid the foundation of scientific biology and
medicine. And yet Harvey was the child of a pre-rationalistic age. He was the life-long thinker on the
purpose and indeed the mystery of circular phenomena: the circulation of the blood on the one hand
and the cycle of generation on the other, both forming the microscopic copy of a cosmological
pattern. Walter Pagels easy-to-read introduction to the man, his ideas and his times makes
fascinating and illuminating reading. (A Karger Publishing Highlights 1890–2015 title.)
  science of persuasion william harvey: The Science of Social Influence Anthony R.
Pratkanis, 2011-02-25 The contributions to this volume capture the thrill of current work on social
influence, as well as providing a tutorial on the scientific and technical aspects of this research. The
volume teaches the student to: Learn how to conduct lab, field and case research on social influence
through example by leading researchers Find out about the latest discoveries including the status of
research on social influence tactics, dissonance theory, conformity, and resistance to influence
Discover how seemingly complex issues such as power, rumors, group and minority influence and
norms can be investigated using the scientific method Apply knowledge to current influence
campaigns to find out what works and what does not. The Science of Social Influence is the perfect
core or complementary text for advanced undergraduate or graduate students in courses such as
Attitudes and Attitude Change, Communications, Research Methods and, of course, Social Influence.
  science of persuasion william harvey: Cultural Anatomies of the Heart in Aristotle,
Augustine, Aquinas, Calvin, and Harvey Marjorie O'Rourke Boyle, 2018-09-04 This book probes
beneath modern scientific and sentimental concepts of the heart to discover its past mysteries.
Historical hearts evidenced essential aspects of human existence that still endure in modern thought
and experience of political community, psychological mentality, and physical vitality. Marjorie
O’Rourke Boyle revises ordinary assumptions about the heart with original interdisciplinary research
on religious beliefs and theological and philosophical ideas. Her book uncovers the thought of
Aristotle, William Harvey, Augustine, Thomas Aquinas, and John Calvinas it relates to the heart. It
analyzes Augustine’s outlaw heart in cultural deviance from biblical law; Aquinas’s problematic
argument for the permanence of the natural law in the heart; and Calvin’s advocacy for an affective
heart re-created by the Spirit from its fallen nature. This book of cultural anatomies is the climax of
her dozen years of publications on the heart.
  science of persuasion william harvey: Words, Science and Learning Clive Sutton,
1992-06-16 Despite the power of words to move minds, appreciating the written or spoken word is
rarely thought to be the essence of teaching and learning science and much more effort goes into
organizing practical work. There is an exaggerated confidence in the value of the direct experience
of things as opposed to mere words, and a corresponding neglect of how words are actually involved
in developing anyone's scientific understanding. Clive Sutton does not wish to deny the value of first
hand scientific understanding, and shows that they cannot just be taken for granted while we busy
ourselves in the organization of practical work. He explores the role of language in the growth of
science itself, in the growth of learners' ideas, and in classroom practice; and how these relate, for
instance, to some pupils' alienation from science and the isolation of science in the curriculum.
  science of persuasion william harvey: Reappraisals in Renaissance Thought Charles B.
Schmitt, Charles Webster, 2024-10-28 This third collection of Charles Schmitt’s articles
complements the previous two and consists largely of studies published in the last few years of his
life. It therefore contains his mature reflections on central issues in the fields of Renaissance
philosophy and science, as well as important new research findings. The main subjects are
Aristotelianism and Scepticism, and the history of medicine and natural philosophy. Some articles
assess the place of traditional elements in the work of major scientific innovators, such as Galileo or
Harvey, others make available new sources of documentation and show the significance of writings
others had not deigned to look at. Charles Schmitt’s insistence that Renaissance thought should be
reconstructed in terms faithful to the value systems of the period also led to an increasing interest in
the socio-economic context of philosophical speculation, reflected here in the studies on the



University of Pisa in the 16th century.
  science of persuasion william harvey: The Architectonics of Meaning Walter Watson,
1993-06-15 The Architectonics of Meaning is a lucid demonstration of the purposes, methods, and
implications of philosophical semantics that both supports and builds on Richard McKeon's and
other noted pluralists' convictions that multiple philosophical approaches are viable. Watson
ingeniously explores ways to systematize these approaches, and the result is a well-structured
instrument for understanding texts. This book exemplifies both general and particular aspects of
systematic pluralism, reorienting our understanding of the realms of knowing, doing, and making.
  science of persuasion william harvey: Darwin's Gift to Science and Religion Francisco J.
Ayala, 2007-05-23 With the publication in 1859 of On the Origin of Species by Means of Natural
Selection, Charles Darwin established evolution by common descent as the dominant scientific
explanation for nature's diversity. This was to be his gift to science and society; at last, we had an
explanation for how life came to be on Earth. Scientists agree that the evolutionary origin of animals
and plants is a scientific conclusion beyond reasonable doubt. They place it beside such established
concepts as the roundness of the earth, its revolution around the sun, and the molecular composition
of matter. That evolution has occurred, in other words, is a fact. Yet as we approach the bicentennial
celebration of Darwin's birth, the world finds itself divided over the truth of evolutionary theory.
Consistently endorsed as good science by experts and overwhelmingly accepted as fact by the
scientific community, it is not always accepted by the public, and our schools continue to be
battlegrounds for this conflict. From the Tennessee trial of a biology teacher who dared to teach
Darwin's theory to his students in 1925 to Tammy Kitzmiller's 2005 battle to keep intelligent design
out of the Dover district schools in Pennsylvania, it's clear that we need to cut through the
propaganda to quell the cacophony of raging debate. With the publication of Darwin's Gift, a voice at
once fresh and familiar brings a rational, measured perspective to the science of evolution. An
acclaimed evolutionary biologist with a background in theology, Francisco Ayala offers clear
explanations of the science, reviews the history that led us to ratify Darwin's theories, and ultimately
provides a clear path for a confused and conflicted public.
  science of persuasion william harvey: The Present State of Scholarship in the History of
Rhetoric Lynée Lewis Gaillet, Winifred Bryan Horner, 2010-03-15 Through two previous editions,
The Present State of Scholarship in Historical and Contemporary Rhetoric has not only introduced
new scholars to interdisciplinary research but also become a standard research tool in a number of
fields and pointed the way toward future study. Adopting research methodologies of revision and
recovery, this latest edition includes all new material while still following the format of the original
and is constructed around bibliographical surveys of both primary and secondary works addressing
the Classical, Medieval, Renaissance, and eighteenth through twentieth century periods within the
history of rhetoric. The Present State of Scholarship in the History of Rhetoric doesn’t simply update
but rather recasts study in the history of rhetoric. The authors—experienced and well-known
scholars in their respective fields—redefine existing strands of rhetorical study within the periods,
expand the scope of rhetorical engagement, and include additional figures and their works. The
globalization and expansion of rhetoric are demonstrated in each of these parts and seen clearly in
the inclusion of more female rhetors, discussions of historical and contemporary electronic
resources, and examinations of rhetorical practices falling outside the academy and the traditional
canon. New to this edition is a cumulative review of twentieth-century rhetoric along with a thematic
index designed to facilitate interdisciplinary or specialized study and scholarly research across the
traditional historical periods. As programs incorporating rhetorical studies continue to expand at the
university level, students and researchers are in need of up-to-date bibliographical resources. No
other work matches the scope and approach of The Present State of Scholarship in the History of
Rhetoric, which carries scholarship on rhetoric into the twenty-first century.
  science of persuasion william harvey: The Routledge Guidebook to Hobbes' Leviathan
Glen Newey, 2014-04-24 Hobbes is widely regarded as one of the most important figures in the
history of ideas and political thought, and his seminal text Leviathan is widely recognised as one of



the greatest works of political philosophy ever written. The Routledge Guidebook to Hobbes’
Leviathan introduces the major themes in Hobbes’ great book and acts as a companion for reading
this key work, examining: The context of Hobbes’ work and the background to his writing Each
separate part of the text in relation to its goals, meanings and impact The reception the book
received when first seen by the world The relevance of Hobbes’ work to modern philosophy, it’s
legacy and influence With further reading included throughout, this text follows Hobbes’ original
work closely, making it essential reading for all students of philosophy and politics, and all those
wishing to get to grips with this classic work.
  science of persuasion william harvey: The Printing Press as an Agent of Change Elizabeth L.
Eisenstein, 1980-09-30 A full-scale historical treatment of the advent of printing and its importance
as an agent of change, first published in 1980.
  science of persuasion william harvey: The Cambridge History of Philosophy of the
Scientific Revolution David Marshall Miller, Dana Jalobeanu, 2022-01-06 A collection of
cutting-edge scholarship on the close interaction of philosophy with science at the birth of the
modern age.
  science of persuasion william harvey: Romanticism, Rhetoric and the Search for the Sublime,
2nd Edition Craig R. Smith, 2023-01-23 Relying on the author’s established expertise in rhetoric and
political communication, this book re-contextualizes Romantic rhetorical theory from the late 18th
and early 19th centuries to provide a foundation for a Neo-Romantic rhetorical theory for our own
time. In the process, it uses a unique methodology to correct misconceptions about the rhetorical
theories of many writers. Using a dialectical approach, the early chapters trace Romanticism
through its opposition to the industrial revolution and the Enlightenment, back through Humanism
and its opposition to Scholasticism, to its roots in St. Augustine’s writing. These chapters include a
revisionist analysis of the church’s treatment of Galileo in the course of showing how difficult it was
for scientific study to be accepted in Scholastic circles. The study goes on to argue that Jean-Jacques
Rousseau, David Hume, and Edmund Burke were bridge figures to the Romantic Era. This move
throws new light on exemplary painters, composers, writers and orators of the Romantic Era, who
are examined in chapters eight and nine. Chapter ten focuses on Percy Bysshe Shelley and his
development of the rhetorical poem, and thereby provides a new genre in the Romantic catalogue.
Chapter Eleven turns to the Romantic rhetorical theories of Hugh Blair and Thomas De Quincey to
empower those seeking to save the environment. The concluding chapter then synthesizes their
theories with relevant contemporary rhetorical theories thereby constructing a Neo-Romantic theory
for our own time. In the process, the book links the Romantics’ love of nature to the current
environmental crisis.
  science of persuasion william harvey: Controversies Within the Scientific Revolution Marcelo
Dascal, Victor D. Boantza, 2011-11-30 From the beginning of the Scientific Revolution around the
late sixteenth century to its final crystallization in the early eighteenth century, hardly an
observational result, an experimental technique, a theory, a mathematical proof, a methodological
principle, or the award of recognition and reputation remained unquestioned for long. The essays
collected in this book examine the rich texture of debates that comprised the Scientific Revolution
from which the modern conception of science emerged. Were controversies marginal episodes,
restricted to certain fields, or were they the rule in the majority of scientific domains? To what
extent did scientific controversies share a typical pattern, which distinguished them from debates in
other fields? Answers to these historical and philosophical questions are sought through a close
attention to specific controversies within and across the changing scientific disciplines as well as
across the borders of the natural and the human sciences, philosophy, theology, and technology.
  science of persuasion william harvey: Romanticism, Rhetoric and the Search for the
Sublime Craig R. Smith, 2018-11-07 Relying on the author’s established expertise in rhetorical
theory and political communication, this book re-contextualizes Romantic rhetorical theory in the
late 18th and early 19th centuries to provide a foundation for a Neo-Romantic rhetorical theory for
our own time. In the process, it uses a unique methodology to correct misconceptions about many



Romantic writers. The methodology of the early chapters uses a dialectical approach to trace
Romanticism and its opposition, the Enlightenment, back through Humanism and its opposition,
Scholasticism, to St. Augustine. These chapters include a revisionist analysis of the church’s
treatment of Galileo in the course of showing how difficult it was for scientific study to be accepted
in the academic world. The study also re-conceptualizes Jean-Jacques Rousseau, David Hume, and
Edmund Burke as bridge figures to the Romantic Era instead of as Enlightenment figures. This move
throws new light on the major artists of the Romantic Era, who are examined in chapters seven and
eight. Chapter nine focuses on Percy Bysshe Shelley and his development of the rhetorical poem,
and thereby provides a new genre in the Romantic catalogue. Chapter ten uses the foregoing to
analyse and reconceptualize the rhetorical theories of Hugh Blair and Thomas De Quincey. The
concluding chapter then synthesizes their theories with relevant contemporary rhetorical theories
thereby constructing a Neo-Romantic theory for our own time. In the process, this book links the
Romantics’ love of nature to the current environmental crisis.
  science of persuasion william harvey: Persuasion Robert H Gass, John S Seiter, 2015-07-17
First Published in 2015. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an Informa company.
  science of persuasion william harvey: The Aristotelian Tradition and the Rise of British
Empiricism Marco Sgarbi, 2012-10-11 Offers an extremely bold, far-reaching, and unsuspected
thesis in the history of philosophy: Aristotelianism was a dominant movement of the British
philosophical landscape, especially in the field of logic, and it had a long survival. British Aristotelian
doctrines were strongly empiricist in nature, both in the theory of knowledge and in scientific
method; this character marked and influenced further developments in British philosophy at the end
of the century, and eventually gave rise to what we now call British empiricism, which is represented
by philosophers such as John Locke, George Berkeley and David Hume. Beyond the apparent and
explicit criticism of the old Scholastic and Aristotelian philosophy, which has been very well
recognized by the scholarship in the twentieth century and which has contributed to the false notion
that early modern philosophy emerged as a reaction to Aristotelianism, the present research
examines the continuity, the original developments and the impact of Aristotelian doctrines and
terminology in logic and epistemology as the background for the rise of empiricism.Without the
Aristotelian tradition, without its doctrines, and without its conceptual elaborations, British
empiricism would never have been born. The book emphasizes that philosophy is not defined only by
the ‘great names’, but also by minor authors, who determine the intellectual milieu from which the
canonical names emerge. It considers every single published work of logic between the middle of the
sixteenth and the end of the seventeenth century, being acquainted with a number of surviving
manuscripts and being well-informed about the best existing scholarship in the field. ​
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