renaissance poetry

renaissance poetry represents a pivotal period in literary history marked by the revival
of classical learning and a flourishing of creative expression. Originating in Europe during
the 14th to 17th centuries, this poetic movement reflects humanism, exploration of
individualism, and a renewed focus on nature and beauty. Renaissance poetry bridges
medieval traditions with modern sensibilities, influencing the development of language,
form, and themes in literature. This article explores the characteristics, major poets,
influential works, and the lasting impact of renaissance poetry on literary culture.
Understanding the social, political, and philosophical contexts that shaped renaissance
poetry provides insight into its enduring significance. The following sections will delve into
the historical background, thematic elements, notable figures, and the stylistic innovations
that define this remarkable period in poetry.
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Historical Context of Renaissance Poetry

The renaissance poetry movement emerged during the European Renaissance, a broad
cultural awakening that began in Italy and spread across the continent. This era marked a
departure from the medieval worldview dominated by religious orthodoxy, embracing
instead the rediscovery of classical antiquity’s art, philosophy, and literature. Renaissance
poetry was deeply influenced by humanism, an intellectual movement that emphasized the
value of human experience, reason, and individual potential.

Origins and Geographical Spread

Beginning in the 14th century with figures like Petrarch in Italy, renaissance poetry
gradually expanded to England, France, Spain, and beyond. The invention of the printing
press facilitated the widespread dissemination of poetic works, accelerating literary
exchange and innovation. Italy, England, and France became key centers where
renaissance poetry thrived, each contributing unique styles and thematic concerns.



Influence of Classical Antiquity

Renaissance poets drew inspiration from ancient Greek and Roman literature,
reintegrating classical forms such as the sonnet, epic, and ode into their work. The revival
of classical mythology, rhetoric, and philosophy enriched the thematic complexity and
artistic ambition of renaissance poetry. This classical foundation established a new
standard for poetic excellence and intellectual engagement.

Key Themes and Characteristics

Renaissance poetry is distinguished by a set of defining themes and stylistic features that
reflect the intellectual climate of the period. These elements showcase a blend of artistic
innovation and philosophical inquiry, setting renaissance poetry apart from earlier
medieval traditions.

Humanism and Individualism

The emphasis on humanism permeates renaissance poetry, celebrating human potential,
reason, and emotion. Poets explored individual identity, personal experience, and the
complexities of the human condition. This focus marked a significant shift from the
collective, religiously centered narratives of the Middle Ages.

Nature and Beauty

Nature often appears as a central motif in renaissance poetry, symbolizing harmony,
renewal, and the divine order. Poetic descriptions of landscapes, seasons, and natural
phenomena are imbued with aesthetic appreciation and philosophical reflection. The
portrayal of beauty, both physical and moral, is a recurring theme intertwined with love
and desire.

Love and Desire

Love, especially courtly and romantic love, is a dominant subject in renaissance poetry.
Poets articulated the joys and sorrows of love with heightened emotional intensity and
refined language. The sonnet form became a popular vehicle for expressing the
complexities of passion, longing, and idealized affection.

Use of Classical Forms and Innovation

While renaissance poets embraced classical poetic structures, they also introduced
innovations in meter, rhyme, and imagery. The sonnet, particularly the Petrarchan and
Shakespearean variations, became emblematic of the period. Poets experimented with
allegory, metaphor, and symbolism to convey layered meanings.



Emphasis on balance and harmony in poetic form

Integration of mythological and historical references

Use of vivid imagery and sensory detail

Exploration of philosophical and existential questions

Prominent Poets of the Renaissance

The renaissance poetry era boasts a roster of influential poets whose works continue to
shape literary studies and cultural understanding. These poets exemplified the intellectual
and artistic ideals of their time while contributing distinct voices and styles.

Francesco Petrarch

Often called the "Father of Humanism," Petrarch’s sonnets and lyrical poetry laid the
groundwork for renaissance poetic form and themes. His love for Laura, immortalized in
his poetry, inspired generations of poets across Europe.

William Shakespeare

Shakespeare’s contribution to renaissance poetry is monumental, particularly through his
sonnets and narrative poems. His exploration of love, time, beauty, and mortality
showcases a profound psychological insight combined with linguistic mastery.

Edmund Spenser

Known for "The Faerie Queene," Spenser blended allegory with epic form to celebrate
virtue and moral ideals. His innovative use of meter, known as the Spenserian stanza,
exemplifies the period’s formal experimentation.

Sir Philip Sidney

Sidney’s "Astrophel and Stella" is a landmark sonnet sequence that advanced the
emotional depth and sophistication of renaissance love poetry. His critical writings also
helped define renaissance literary aesthetics.

Others

Additional significant poets include Michelangelo, John Donne, and Pierre de Ronsard,
each contributing uniquely to the diversity and richness of renaissance poetry across



Europe.

Notable Works and Literary Contributions

Renaissance poetry produced numerous landmark texts that exemplify the period’s artistic
achievements and intellectual currents. These works continue to be studied for their
stylistic brilliance and thematic depth.

The Canzoniere by Petrarch

Petrarch’s collection of sonnets and poems dedicated to Laura is foundational in the
development of the sonnet form and romantic poetry. The Canzoniere’s exploration of
unrequited love and spiritual longing set a precedent for later poets.

The Sonnets of Shakespeare

Shakespeare’s 154 sonnets explore themes of love, beauty, time, and mortality with
unparalleled poetic innovation. Their intricate rhyme schemes and profound insights into
human nature mark a high point in renaissance poetry.

The Faerie Queene by Spenser

This epic poem combines allegory, chivalric romance, and moral philosophy. Its ambitious
scope and unique stanza form influenced the trajectory of English poetry.

Astrophel and Stella by Sidney

Sidney’s sonnet sequence advanced the emotional expressiveness and structural
complexity of renaissance poetry, influencing English literary tradition.

Literary Innovations

Renaissance poetry is credited with:

Revitalizing the sonnet and other classical forms

Introducing vernacular languages into high literary culture

Blending classical themes with contemporary humanist ideas

Enhancing poetic expression through metaphor, allegory, and symbolism



Impact and Legacy of Renaissance Poetry

The influence of renaissance poetry extends beyond its historical period, shaping the
evolution of Western literature and modern poetic practices. Its emphasis on humanism,
form, and emotional depth set enduring standards for literary excellence.

Influence on Later Literary Movements

Renaissance poetry laid the groundwork for the metaphysical poets, Romanticism, and
modern poetry by fostering a spirit of innovation and introspection. Its revival of classical
forms and exploration of individual experience resonated through subsequent centuries.

Cultural and Educational Significance

Renaissance poetry remains a core subject in literary education, illustrating the
transformation of language, thought, and artistic expression during a critical epoch. Its
study provides valuable insight into the cultural and philosophical shifts of early modern
Europe.

Modern Appreciation and Adaptations

Contemporary poets and scholars continue to draw inspiration from renaissance poetry,
adapting its themes and forms to new contexts. The period’s works are regularly
reinterpreted in academic, artistic, and popular media, underscoring their lasting
relevance.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Renaissance poetry?

Renaissance poetry refers to the body of poetic work produced during the Renaissance
period, roughly the 14th to 17th centuries, characterized by a revival of classical themes,
humanism, and innovation in form and style.

Who are some famous Renaissance poets?

Famous Renaissance poets include William Shakespeare, Edmund Spenser, John Donne,
Petrarch, and Sir Philip Sidney.

What themes are commonly explored in Renaissance
poetry?

Common themes in Renaissance poetry include love, beauty, nature, humanism, classical



mythology, mortality, and the exploration of individual identity.

How did the Renaissance influence poetry?

The Renaissance influenced poetry by reintroducing classical Greek and Roman literary
forms and ideas, emphasizing human experience and emotion, and encouraging
experimentation with new poetic structures and styles.

What is the significance of sonnets in Renaissance
poetry?

Sonnets became a popular poetic form during the Renaissance, especially the Petrarchan
and Shakespearean sonnet, allowing poets to explore themes of love, beauty, and time
with a structured and rhythmic approach.

How did humanism impact Renaissance poetry?

Humanism impacted Renaissance poetry by shifting focus toward human experience,
individualism, and the natural world rather than purely religious themes, promoting a
more personal and secular approach to poetry.

What role did mythology play in Renaissance poetry?

Mythology provided Renaissance poets with rich symbolic material and allegories,
enabling them to explore complex ideas about humanity, morality, and the divine through
classical references.

How did Renaissance poetry differ from medieval
poetry?

Renaissance poetry differed from medieval poetry by emphasizing classical learning,
human-centered themes, and new poetic forms, whereas medieval poetry often focused on
religious subjects, chivalry, and allegory with more rigid structures.

Additional Resources

1. The Renaissance Poetry Handbook

This comprehensive guide explores the major poets and poetic forms of the Renaissance
period. It covers the historical context that shaped the literature, providing readers with
insightful commentary on the themes and styles prevalent during the era. Ideal for
students and enthusiasts, the book includes key poems alongside detailed analysis.

2. Voices of the Renaissance: An Anthology of Poetry

This anthology collects a wide range of Renaissance poems from prominent figures such
as Petrarch, Spenser, and Shakespeare. Each poem is accompanied by contextual notes
that highlight its significance within the cultural and political landscape of the time. The
book serves as a valuable resource for understanding the diversity and richness of



Renaissance poetic expression.

3. Poetry and Patronage in the Renaissance

Focusing on the relationship between poets and their patrons, this book examines how
financial and social support influenced Renaissance poetry. It discusses how patronage
affected themes, styles, and the dissemination of poetic works. Readers gain insight into
the economic and social dynamics that helped shape literary production during the
Renaissance.

4. The Elizabethan Poetic Tradition

This volume delves into the flourishing of poetry during the Elizabethan era, highlighting
key poets such as Edmund Spenser and Sir Philip Sidney. It explores the characteristic
themes of love, politics, and religion, as well as the innovative use of meter and form. The
book also discusses the influence of classical literature on Elizabethan poetry.

5. Renaissance Poets and the Art of Petrarchan Sonnet

This book traces the adoption and adaptation of the Petrarchan sonnet form by
Renaissance poets across Europe. It analyzes how poets modified the form to suit their
own languages and cultural contexts. Readers will find detailed examinations of sonnets
by poets like Sir Thomas Wyatt and John Milton, illustrating the evolution of this
influential poetic structure.

6. Myth and Allegory in Renaissance Poetry

Exploring the use of mythological and allegorical imagery, this book reveals how
Renaissance poets infused their works with rich symbolic meaning. It discusses how
classical myths were reinterpreted to comment on contemporary issues. The text is
especially useful for readers interested in the deeper layers of Renaissance poetry and its
intellectual background.

7. The Metaphysical Poets of the Renaissance

This study focuses on the metaphysical poets who emerged during the later Renaissance,
such as John Donne and George Herbert. It highlights their distinctive use of wit, paradox,
and complex imagery to explore themes of love, faith, and existence. The book provides
critical insights into the metaphysical style and its lasting impact on English poetry.

8. Gender and Identity in Renaissance Poetry

Examining how Renaissance poets addressed themes of gender and selfhood, this book
uncovers the fluid and often contested nature of identity in the period’s literature. It
analyzes poems that challenge traditional gender roles and explore personal expression.
The work contributes to contemporary discussions on feminism and queer theory within a
historical literary context.

9. Sound and Structure: The Music of Renaissance Poetry

This book investigates the sonic qualities of Renaissance poetry, focusing on rhythm,
rhyme, and musicality. It explains how poets crafted their verses to be not only meaningful
but also pleasing to the ear, often with the intention of performance or song. Readers will
gain an appreciation for the technical artistry behind Renaissance poetic compositions.
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renaissance poetry: Lyric Poetry by Women of the Italian Renaissance Virginia Cox,
2013-07-31 This is an amazing book, a major achievement in the field of women's
studies.--Renaissance Quarterly, reviewing Women's Writing in Italy, 1400-1650

renaissance poetry: English Renaissance Poetry John Williams, 1990-01-01 Including
authoritative texts of poems by twenty-three major and minor poets -- from John Donne, Edmund
Spenser, William Shakespeare, and Ben Jonson to George Gasciogne and Fulke Greville -- and
Williams' critical preface, English Renaissance Poetry remains an invaluable introductory anthology
of short poems from our first modem poetry.

renaissance poetry: Impossible Desire and the Limits of Knowledge in Renaissance
Poetry Wendy Beth Hyman, 2019-04-04 Impossible Desire and the Limits of Knowledge in
Renaissance Poetry examines the limits of embodiment, knowledge, and representation at a
disregarded nexus: the erotic carpe diem poem in early modern England. These macabre seductions
offer no compliments or promises, but instead focus on the lovers' anticipated decline, and—quite
stunningly given the Reformation context—humanity's relegation not to a Christian afterlife but to a
Marvellian 'desert of vast Eternity.' In this way, a poetic trope whose classical form was an
expression of pragmatic Epicureanism became, during the religious upheaval of the Reformation, an
unlikely but effective vehicle for articulating religious doubt. Its ambitions were thus largely
philosophical, and came to incorporate investigations into the nature of matter, time, and poetic
representation. Renaissance seduction poets invited their auditors to participate in a dangerous
intellectual game, one whose primary interest was expanding the limits of knowledge. The book
theorizes how Renaissance lyric's own fragile relationship to materiality and time, and its
self-conscious relationship to making, positioned it to grapple with these 'impossible' metaphysical
and representational problems. Although attentive to poetics, the book also challenges the
commonplace view that the erotic invitation is exclusively a lyrical mode. Carpe diem's revival in
post-Reformation Europe portends its radicalization, as debates between man and maid are
dramatized in disputes between abstractions like chastity and material facts like death. Offered here
is thus a theoretical reconsideration of the generic parameters and aspirations of the carpe diem
trope, wherein questions about embodiment and knowledge are also investigations into the
potentialities of literary form.

renaissance poetry: Classical and Christian Ideas in English Renaissance Poetry Isabel Rivers,
2003-09-02 Since publication in 1979 Isabel Rivers' sourcebook has established itself as the essential
guide to English Renaissance poetry. It: provides an account of the main classical and Christian
ideas, outlining their meaning, their origins and their transmission to the Renaissance; illustrates
the ways in which Renaissance poetry drew on classical and Christian ideas; contains extracts from
key classical and Christian texts and relates these to the extracts of the English poems which draw
on them; includes suggestions for further reading, and an invaluable bibliographical appendix.

renaissance poetry: Renaissance Poetry and Prose June Waudby, 2010 A fresh and exciting
approach to the poetry and prose of the Renaissance which discusses the best-known writers and
poets of the age - Shakespeare, Milton, Spenser and Donne - alongside writers much newer to the
canon, such as Mary Sidney, Anne Locke and Aemilia Lanyer. The cultural context of the period is
covered extensively in chapters focusing on religion, exploration and gender, and relevant modern
critical theory is integrated throughout.
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renaissance poetry: Image and Meaning Don Cameron Allen, 1960

renaissance poetry: RENAISSANCE POETRY: A Critical Analysis Pasquale De Marco,
2025-07-16 RENAISSANCE POETRY: A Critical Analysis is a comprehensive and engaging
exploration of the profound impact of Renaissance poetry on literature, art, and culture. This book
takes readers on a journey through the rich tapestry of this extraordinary era, uncovering the
cultural and historical context that shaped the work of some of history's greatest poets, the major
themes that permeated their writing, and the enduring legacy of their verse. During the
Renaissance, a period of profound transformation and intellectual awakening, poetry flourished,
reaching new heights of creativity and expression. Poets embraced the spirit of humanism,
celebrating the individual and exploring the complexities of human nature. They found inspiration in
the natural world, capturing its beauty and wonder in their verse. Major themes emerged in
Renaissance poetry, reflecting the profound changes taking place in society. Love and desire,
expressed with both passion and restraint, became a central focus. Nature, with its serene
landscapes and untamed wilderness, served as a source of solace and contemplation. Religion and
spirituality provided a framework for understanding the human condition, while politics and social
issues found their voice in the trenchant words of poets. The sonnet, a poetic form of fourteen lines,
gained widespread popularity during the Renaissance. Its concise structure and intricate rhyme
scheme allowed poets to explore a wide range of emotions and ideas with precision and elegance.
Other poetic forms, such as the epic, pastoral, dramatic, lyric, and narrative poems, also flourished,
each contributing to the rich tapestry of Renaissance verse. Renaissance poets demonstrated a
mastery of language and style that continues to inspire and captivate readers today. Their use of
imagery, symbolism, and allegory added layers of meaning to their work, inviting readers to
contemplate the deeper truths hidden beneath the surface. Their command of meter, rhythm, and
rhyme created a musicality that enhances the emotional impact of their verse. RENAISSANCE
POETRY: A Critical Analysis offers a comprehensive examination of this remarkable era in literary
history. With insightful analysis, engaging prose, and a deep appreciation for the art of poetry, this
book is an essential resource for students, scholars, and anyone interested in the transformative
power of words. It provides a deeper understanding of the Renaissance worldview, the cultural and
historical forces that shaped it, and the enduring legacy of Renaissance poetry in shaping
subsequent literary and artistic movements. If you like this book, write a review!

renaissance poetry: Classical and Christian Ideas in English Renaissance Poetry Isabel Rivers,
1994 First Published in 1994. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

renaissance poetry: A Companion to Renaissance Poetry Catherine Bates, 2018-02-20 The
most comprehensive collection of essays on Renaissance poetry on the market Covering the period
1520-1680, A Companion to Renaissance Poetry offers 46 essays which present an in-depth account
of the context, production, and interpretation of early modern British poetry. It provides students
with a deep appreciation for, and sensitivity toward, the ways in which poets of the period
understood and fashioned a distinctly vernacular voice, while engaging them with some of the
debates and departures that are currently animating the discipline. A Companion to Renaissance
Poetry analyzes the historical, cultural, political, and religious background of the time, addressing
issues such as education, translation, the Reformation, theorizations of poetry, and more. The book
immerses readers in non-dramatic poetry from Wyatt to Milton, focusing on the key poetic
genres—epic, lyric, complaint, elegy, epistle, pastoral, satire, and religious poetry. It also offers an
inclusive account of the poetic production of the period by canonical and less canonical writers,
female and male. Finally, it offers examples of current developments in the interpretation of
Renaissance poetry, including economic, ecological, scientific, materialist, and formalist approaches.
* Covers a wide selection of authors and texts ¢ Features contributions from notable authors,
scholars, and critics across the globe ¢ Offers a substantial section on recent and developing
approaches to reading Renaissance poetry A Companion to Renaissance Poetry is an ideal resource
for all students and scholars of the literature and culture of the Renaissance period.

renaissance poetry: Renaissance Poetry and Drama in Context Andrew Lynch, Anne Scott,




2009-03-26 Renaissance Poetry and Drama in Context is a stimulating refereed collection of new
work dedicated to Emeritus Professor Christopher Wortham of The University of Western Australia.
The essays provide a rich context for the interdisciplinary study of the English Renaissance, from its
medieval antecedents to its modern afterlife on stage and screen. Their up-to-date engagement with
many scholarly fields - art and iconography, cartography, cultural and social history, literature,
politics, theatre, and film - will ensure that this book makes a valuable contribution to contemporary
Renaissance studies, with a special interest for those researching and teaching English literature
and drama. The nineteen contributors include distinguished Renaissance scholars such as Ann
Blake, Graham Bradshaw, Alan Brissenden, Conal Condren, Joost Daalder, Heather Dubrow, Philippa
Kelly, Anthony Miller, Kay Gililand Stevenson, Robert White, and Lawrence Wright. Work on
Shakespeare forms the core of this coherent collection. There are also significant essays on
Magnificence, Donne, Marlowe, A Yorkshire Tragedy, Jonson, Marvell, the Ferrars of Little Gidding,
and female conduct literature. hardbound with dust jacket; xii+353 pp; 18 b/w illustrations.

renaissance poetry: The Princeton Encyclopedia of Poetry and Poetics Stephen Cushman,
Clare Cavanagh, Jahan Ramazani, Paul Rouzer, 2012-08-26 The most important poetry reference for
more than four decades—now fully updated for the twenty-first century Through three editions over
more than four decades, The Princeton Encyclopedia of Poetry and Poetics has built an unrivaled
reputation as the most comprehensive and authoritative reference for students, scholars, and poets
on all aspects of its subject: history, movements, genres, prosody, rhetorical devices, critical terms,
and more. Now this landmark work has been thoroughly revised and updated for the twenty-first
century. Compiled by an entirely new team of editors, the fourth edition—the first new edition in
almost twenty years—reflects recent changes in literary and cultural studies, providing up-to-date
coverage and giving greater attention to the international aspects of poetry, all while preserving the
best of the previous volumes. At well over a million words and more than 1,000 entries, the
Encyclopedia has unparalleled breadth and depth. Entries range in length from brief paragraphs to
major essays of 15,000 words, offering a more thorough treatment—including expert synthesis and
indispensable bibliographies—than conventional handbooks or dictionaries. This is a book that no
reader or writer of poetry will want to be without. Thoroughly revised and updated by a new
editorial team for twenty-first-century students, scholars, and poets More than 250 new entries
cover recent terms, movements, and related topics Broader international coverage includes articles
on the poetries of more than 110 nations, regions, and languages Expanded coverage of poetries of
the non-Western and developing worlds Updated bibliographies and cross-references New,
easier-to-use page design Fully indexed for the first time

renaissance poetry: Rethinking Gaspara Stampa in the Canon of Renaissance Poetry Unn
Falkeid, Aileen Feng, 2016-03-03 Despite the fact that Gaspara Stampa (1523?-1554) has been
recognized as one of the greatest and most creative poets and musicians of the Italian Renaissance,
scholarship on her work has been surprisingly scarce and uncoordinated. In recent years, critical
attention towards her work has increased, but until now there have been no anthologies dedicated
solely to Stampa. Rethinking Gaspara Stampa in the Canon of Renaissance Poetry aims to set a
foundation for further Stampa studies by accounting for her contributions to literature, music
history, gender studies, the history of ideas, philosophy, and other areas of critical thought. This
volume brings together an international group of interdisciplinary scholars who employ varied
methodologies to explore multiple aspects of Stampa’s work in dialogue with the most recent
scholarship in the field. The chapters emphasize the many ways in which Stampa’s poetry engages
with multiple cultural movements of early modern Italy and Europe, including: Ficinian and
Renaissance Neoplatonism, male-authored writing about women, Longinus’s theory of the sublime,
the formation of writing communities, the rediscovery of Aristotle’s writings, and the reimagined
relation between human and natural worlds. Taken as a whole, this volume presents a rich
introduction to, and interdisciplinary investigation of, Gaspara Stampa’s impact on Renaissance
culture.

renaissance poetry: Renaissance Poetry Cristina Malcomson, 2016-07-01 This book, the first



single volume to collate essays about sixteenth and seventeenth century poetry, explores the
remarkable changes that have occurred in the interpretation of English Renaissance poetry in the
last twenty years. In the introduction Cristina Malcolmson argues that recent critical approaches
have transformed traditional accounts of literary history by analysing the role of poetry in
nationalism, the changing associations of poetry and class-status, and the rediscovered writings of
women. The collection represents many of the critical methodologies which have contributed to
these changes: new historicism, cultural materialism, feminism, and an historically informed
psychoanalytic criticism. In particular, three diverse readings of Spenser's 'Bower of Bliss' canto
illustrate the different approaches of formalist close-reading, new historicist analysis of cultural
imperialism and feminist interpretations of the relation of gender and power. The further reading
section categorizes recent work according to issues and critical approaches.

renaissance poetry: The Rhetoric of Renaissance Poetry Thomas O. Sloane, Raymond B.
Waddington, 1974 The Rhetoric of Renaissance Poetry is meant to demonstrate to the modern
student the general importance of rhetoric in the study of English Poetry in the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries. By argument and by example the ten essays serve to define the present state
of rhetorical criticism as it is practiced by younger generation of scholar-critics, trained upon those
monumental studies by Tuve, Howell, and Ong which spurred the revival of rhetoric in literary study.
The present essays are characterized by their common effort to implement the rhetorical approach
as a more flexible, subtler, and wider -ranging critical methodology than that employed by critics
before the revival. Accordingly, there are efforts to discriminate more precisely the nature and
evolution of Renaissance rhetoric; to respect the differences between rhetorical theory and poetic
practice; to subject to scrutiny kinds of poetry not usually associated with rhetorical structures,
figures , and techniques, there emerges as well a significant concern with the broader rhetorical
situation, such as the projected speaker-audience relationship, the definition of audience and of
speaker's voice, and the ways in which the rhetoric of a poem involves the reader directly in the
formulation of its meaning. Rhetorical criticism is the subject of the volume, but it is a kind which
has been absorbed increasingly into the mainstream of critical methodology, distinguished itself by a
dominant attitude or point of view rather than by a single-minded application of the rules and
definition from rhetoric handbooks. Through this syncretic flexibility the volume best reveals the
richly heuristic qualities of the rhetorical approach to poetry. Because the collection includes a
number of essays which are important, and even provocative, in their implications, it will be of
interest to specialist and students of this period generally as well as to those more particularly
concerned with rhetoric.-Publisher

renaissance poetry: Renaissance Poetry Duncan Wu, 2002-09-10 This concise collection of
Renaissance poetry includes selections from the works of Wyatt, Sidney, Marlow, Shakespeare,
Jonson, Donne, Herbert and Milton. Contains a selection of the most significant Renaissance Poetry.
Places traditional favourites are alongside less well-known titles, reflecting the ways in which the
literary canon has changed in recent years. Includes a succinct introduction, which gives readers a
sense of how poetry developed during the period. Ideal for readers seeking a first introduction to the
classic texts of English literature.

renaissance poetry: Seventeenth-Century Spanish Poetry Arthur Terry, 1993-11-11 The first
comprehensive study in English of one of the most important bodies of verse in European literature.

renaissance poetry: Poetry Kaleidoscope Nicolae Sfetcu, 2014-05-12 Introduction in poetry:
nature of poetry, tools, history, terms (periods, styles and movements, technical means, tropes,
measures of verse, verse forms, national poetry... Poetry (ancient Greek: moltew (poieo) = I create) is
traditionally a written art form (although there is also an ancient and modern poetry which relies
mainly upon oral or pictorial representations) in which human language is used for its aesthetic
qualities in addition to, or instead of, its notional and semantic content. The increased emphasis on
the aesthetics of language and the deliberate use of features such as repetition, meter and rhyme,
are what are commonly used to distinguish poetry from prose, but debates over such distinctions
still persist, while the issue is confounded by such forms as prose poetry and poetic prose. Some



modernists (such as the Surrealists) approach this problem of definition by defining poetry not as a
literary genre within a set of genres, but as the very manifestation of human imagination, the
substance which all creative acts derive from.

renaissance poetry: Poetry and Politics in the English Renaissance David Norbrook, 2002 This
title establishes the radical currents of thought shaping Renaissance poetry: civic humanism and
apocalyptic Protestantism. The author shows how Elizabethan poets like Sidney and Spenser, often
seen as conservative monarchists, responded powerfully if sometimes ambivalently to radical ideas.

renaissance poetry: The Classical Legacy in Renaissance Poetry Robin Sowerby, 1994 The
formative influence of the Graeco-Roman classics was fundamental to the creation of literary culture
in the Renaissance. Through detailed analysis, this book illustrates the classical legacy as it was
known in the Renaissance. It then shows how that legacy was received in translation, transformed in
imitation and put to creative uses by Renaissance poets working in genres under classical influence.

renaissance poetry: Elizabethan Women and the Poetry of Courtship Ilona Bell, 1998 This 1999
book offers an original study of lyric form and social custom in the Elizabethan age. Ilona Bell
explores the tendency of Elizabethan love poems not only to represent an amorous thought, but to
conduct the courtship itself. Where studies have focused on courtiership, patronage and preferment
at court, her focus is on love poetry, amorous courtship, and relations between Elizabethan men and
women. The book examines the ways in which the tropes and rhetoric of love poetry were used to
court Elizabethan women (not only at court and in the great houses, but in society at large) and how
the women responded to being wooed, in prose, poetry and speech. Bringing together canonical
male poets and women writers, Ilona Bell investigates a range of texts addressed to, written by,
read, heard or transformed by Elizabethan women, and charts the beginnings of a female lyric
tradition.
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