
piecewise function problems
piecewise function problems are a fundamental topic in algebra and calculus, involving functions
defined by multiple sub-functions, each applying to a specific interval of the domain. These problems
often require careful analysis of the function’s definition, evaluation at given points, and
understanding continuity and differentiability across different intervals. Mastery of piecewise
functions is essential for solving real-world problems where conditions change over different ranges,
such as tax brackets, speed limits, or physics scenarios. This article explores common types of
piecewise function problems, strategies for solving them, and examples illustrating key concepts.
Readers will gain insights into evaluating, graphing, and interpreting piecewise functions effectively.
The discussion also covers advanced aspects like continuity and differentiability, which are crucial for
higher-level mathematics and applications. Below is an overview of the main topics covered in this
article.

Understanding Piecewise Functions

Evaluating Piecewise Functions

Graphing Piecewise Functions

Solving Equations Involving Piecewise Functions

Continuity and Differentiability in Piecewise Functions

Understanding Piecewise Functions
Piecewise functions are mathematical expressions defined by different formulas depending on the
input value’s interval. Unlike standard functions, which have a single rule for all inputs, piecewise
functions use multiple sub-functions, each applicable over specific domain segments. This structure
allows them to model situations where behavior changes abruptly or gradually at certain points.

Each piece of the function is typically expressed as a conditional statement, such as:

f(x) = expression 1, if x is in interval 1

f(x) = expression 2, if x is in interval 2

and so on...

The intervals are usually defined by inequalities or equalities, and the function’s overall domain is the
union of these intervals. Understanding the definition and structure of piecewise functions is the first
step toward solving piecewise function problems effectively.



Notation and Definition
The notation for piecewise functions clearly indicates the different cases and their corresponding
formulas. A typical piecewise function is written using braces to group conditions, for example:

f(x) = { x², if x < 0; 2x + 1, if x ≥ 0 }

This denotes two pieces: one applying when x is less than zero, and another when x is zero or more.
Proper interpretation of this notation is crucial for evaluating and graphing the function correctly.

Common Applications
Piecewise functions appear in various fields, including economics, physics, and engineering. Examples
include:

Tax brackets, where different tax rates apply to income ranges

Shipping costs that change based on package weight

Physics problems involving forces that vary with position or time

Computer graphics for defining shapes and animations

Recognizing these applications helps in understanding the practical importance of solving piecewise
function problems.

Evaluating Piecewise Functions
Evaluating piecewise functions involves determining the output value for a given input by identifying
which sub-function applies. This process requires careful attention to the domain restrictions of each
piece.

Step-by-Step Evaluation Process
To evaluate a piecewise function at a specific value:

Identify which interval the input value falls into using the domain conditions.1.

Select the corresponding sub-function for that interval.2.

Substitute the input value into the chosen sub-function.3.

Calculate the result to find the output value.4.

Following these steps ensures accurate evaluation and helps avoid common mistakes such as using
the wrong formula or ignoring domain restrictions.



Examples of Evaluation
Consider the piecewise function:

f(x) = { 3x - 2, if x < 1; x² + 1, if x ≥ 1 }

To evaluate f(-1): Since -1 < 1, use 3x - 2:

f(-1) = 3(-1) - 2 = -3 - 2 = -5

To evaluate f(2): Since 2 ≥ 1, use x² + 1:

f(2) = 2² + 1 = 4 + 1 = 5

Such examples illustrate the importance of correctly identifying the applicable piece for each input.

Graphing Piecewise Functions
Graphing piecewise functions visually represents their behavior across different intervals. It requires
plotting each sub-function over its respective domain segment, paying particular attention to
endpoints and continuity.

Plotting Techniques
When graphing piecewise functions, follow these guidelines:

Plot each sub-function on its domain interval separately.

Use solid dots to indicate that an endpoint is included in the interval (closed interval).

Use open dots to indicate that an endpoint is excluded (open interval).

Check for continuity at the boundary points between intervals.

This approach ensures an accurate and clear graph that reflects the function’s piecewise nature.

Interpreting Graphs
Graphs of piecewise functions often show abrupt changes in direction or value at interval boundaries.
Recognizing these changes is essential for understanding the function’s properties, such as:

Discontinuities or jumps

Points where the function switches formulas

Regions of constant, increasing, or decreasing behavior

Analyzing these features aids in solving related problems and predicting function behavior.



Solving Equations Involving Piecewise Functions
Equations that include piecewise functions require solving for variable values that satisfy the equality
within the constraints of the piecewise definitions. These problems often involve multiple cases
corresponding to different intervals.

Approach to Solving
To solve equations with piecewise functions:

Identify all intervals and corresponding function expressions.1.

Set up separate equations for each piece equal to the given value.2.

Solve each equation within the domain restrictions of that piece.3.

Check solutions against the domain constraints to ensure validity.4.

This systematic approach guarantees finding all legitimate solutions without including extraneous
ones.

Example Problem
Given the piecewise function:

f(x) = { 2x + 3, if x < 0; x² - 1, if x ≥ 0 }

Solve for x when f(x) = 3.

Case 1: For x < 0, 2x + 3 = 3:

2x = 0 → x = 0 (not valid since 0 is not less than 0)

Case 2: For x ≥ 0, x² - 1 = 3:

x² = 4 → x = ±2 (only x = 2 is valid since x ≥ 0)

Solution: x = 2

Continuity and Differentiability in Piecewise Functions
Analyzing continuity and differentiability is an advanced aspect of piecewise function problems. It
involves checking whether the function is smooth and unbroken across the intervals and at boundary
points.

Continuity Criteria
A piecewise function is continuous at a boundary point if:



The left-hand limit exists and equals the right-hand limit at that point.

The function value at the boundary equals these limits.

If these conditions fail, the function exhibits a discontinuity, such as a jump or removable
discontinuity.

Checking Differentiability
Differentiability at the boundary requires the function to have matching derivatives from the left and
right sides. Even if the function is continuous, a sharp corner or cusp can cause it to be non-
differentiable at that point. Verifying differentiability involves:

Computing left-hand and right-hand derivatives at the boundary.

Comparing these derivatives for equality.

Understanding these properties is vital for calculus applications, including optimization and curve
analysis involving piecewise functions.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a piecewise function?
A piecewise function is a function defined by different expressions or rules over different intervals of
the input domain.

How do you evaluate a piecewise function at a given point?
To evaluate a piecewise function at a given point, determine which interval the input value belongs
to, then use the corresponding expression for that interval to find the output.

How do you graph a piecewise function?
To graph a piecewise function, plot each piece of the function over its respective interval, making sure
to include open or closed circles at the endpoints depending on whether the endpoint is included or
excluded.

What are common challenges when solving piecewise function
problems?
Common challenges include correctly identifying the interval for the input value, handling endpoint
values, and ensuring continuity or understanding discontinuities in the function.



How do you find the domain of a piecewise function?
The domain of a piecewise function is the union of the intervals over which each piece is defined,
considering any restrictions within those intervals.

Can piecewise functions be continuous?
Yes, piecewise functions can be continuous if the pieces connect without breaks or jumps at the
boundary points of the intervals.

How do you solve equations involving piecewise functions?
To solve equations with piecewise functions, break the equation into cases based on the intervals,
solve each case separately, and then check if the solutions fall within the correct intervals.

What real-world scenarios use piecewise functions?
Piecewise functions model real-world situations with different conditions, such as tax brackets,
shipping costs based on weight, and speed limits that change over different road segments.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding Piecewise Functions: Concepts and Applications
This book offers a comprehensive introduction to piecewise functions, covering foundational concepts
and real-world applications. It includes numerous problem sets designed to reinforce understanding
and develop problem-solving skills. Ideal for high school and early college students, the text bridges
theory with practical examples.

2. Piecewise Functions Made Easy: A Step-by-Step Guide
A user-friendly guide that breaks down complex piecewise function problems into manageable steps.
The book emphasizes strategies for graphing, evaluating, and interpreting piecewise-defined
functions. It is filled with practice problems and detailed solutions to build confidence.

3. Advanced Problems in Piecewise Functions
Targeted at advanced learners, this collection presents challenging problems involving piecewise
functions, including optimization and modeling scenarios. Each chapter focuses on a different type of
problem, encouraging critical thinking and deeper comprehension. Solutions provide thorough
explanations to aid learning.

4. Graphing and Analyzing Piecewise Functions
This book focuses on the graphical aspects of piecewise functions, teaching readers how to sketch
and analyze them effectively. It explores discontinuities, domain restrictions, and real-life applications
like economics and engineering. The visual approach helps students grasp complex ideas intuitively.

5. Piecewise Functions in Calculus: Theory and Practice
Designed for calculus students, this text delves into the role of piecewise functions in limits,
derivatives, and integrals. It includes numerous examples and exercises that highlight the importance
of piecewise definitions in advanced mathematics. The book balances rigorous theory with accessible
explanations.



6. Real-World Problem Solving with Piecewise Functions
Focusing on practical applications, this book demonstrates how piecewise functions model real-world
phenomena such as tax brackets, shipping costs, and physics problems. It encourages readers to
develop problem-solving skills through context-based exercises. The book is suitable for both
instructors and learners.

7. Piecewise Functions and Inequalities: A Problem-Solving Approach
This resource integrates piecewise functions with inequalities, exploring their combined use in various
mathematical problems. Step-by-step solutions guide readers through complex problem sets,
enhancing analytical skills. The book is perfect for students preparing for standardized tests.

8. Interactive Workbook on Piecewise Functions
An engaging workbook filled with interactive exercises, puzzles, and real-time feedback activities
centered on piecewise functions. It is designed to complement classroom learning or self-study,
making practice enjoyable and effective. The workbook covers a broad range of difficulty levels.

9. Mastering Piecewise Functions: From Basics to Applications
This comprehensive volume covers everything from the basics of piecewise functions to their
applications in different fields. It includes theory, worked examples, and a variety of problem types to
suit diverse learning needs. The book is an excellent resource for students and educators alike.
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constitute a supplementary use of the book.
  piecewise function problems: Solving Problems in Scientific Computing Using Maple
and MATLAB® Walter Gander, Jiri Hrebicek, 2011-06-27 From the reviews: ... An excellent
reference on undergraduate mathematical computing. American Mathematical Monthly ... the book
is worth buying if you want guidance in applying Maple and MATLAB to problems in the workplace...
Computing Reviews ... The presentation is unique, and extremely interesting. I was thrilled to read
this text, and to learn the powerful problem-solving skills presented by these authors. I recommend
the text highly, as a learning experience, not only to engineering students, but also to anyone
interested in computation. Mathematics of Computation For this edition four chapters have been
added. Some of the chapters of the previous editions were revised using new possibilities offered by
Maple and MATLAB. Some interesting web pages related to Maple and MATLAB have been added in
an appendix. Moreover, the editors have created a web page (www.SolvingProblems.inf.ethz.ch),
where all Maple and MATLAB programs are available.
  piecewise function problems: Green's Functions and Boundary Value Problems Ivar Stakgold,
Michael J. Holst, 2011-02-08 Praise for the Second Edition This book is an excellent introduction to
the wide field of boundary value problems.—Journal of Engineering Mathematics No doubt this
textbook will be useful for both students and research workers.—Mathematical Reviews A new
edition of the highly-acclaimed guide to boundary value problems, now featuring modern
computational methods and approximation theory Green's Functions and Boundary Value Problems,
Third Edition continues the tradition of the two prior editions by providing mathematical techniques
for the use of differential and integral equations to tackle important problems in applied
mathematics, the physical sciences, and engineering. This new edition presents mathematical
concepts and quantitative tools that are essential for effective use of modern computational methods
that play a key role in the practical solution of boundary value problems. With a careful blend of
theory and applications, the authors successfully bridge the gap between real analysis, functional
analysis, nonlinear analysis, nonlinear partial differential equations, integral equations,
approximation theory, and numerical analysis to provide a comprehensive foundation for
understanding and analyzing core mathematical and computational modeling problems. Thoroughly
updated and revised to reflect recent developments, the book includes an extensive new chapter on
the modern tools of computational mathematics for boundary value problems. The Third Edition
features numerous new topics, including: Nonlinear analysis tools for Banach spaces Finite element
and related discretizations Best and near-best approximation in Banach spaces Iterative methods for
discretized equations Overview of Sobolev and Besov space linear Methods for nonlinear equations
Applications to nonlinear elliptic equations In addition, various topics have been substantially
expanded, and new material on weak derivatives and Sobolev spaces, the Hahn-Banach theorem,
reflexive Banach spaces, the Banach Schauder and Banach-Steinhaus theorems, and the
Lax-Milgram theorem has been incorporated into the book. New and revised exercises found
throughout allow readers to develop their own problem-solving skills, and the updated
bibliographies in each chapter provide an extensive resource for new and emerging research and
applications. With its careful balance of mathematics and meaningful applications, Green's
Functions and Boundary Value Problems, Third Edition is an excellent book for courses on applied
analysis and boundary value problems in partial differential equations at the graduate level. It is also
a valuable reference for mathematicians, physicists, engineers, and scientists who use applied
mathematics in their everyday work.
  piecewise function problems: Calculus Problem Solutions with MATLAB® Dingyü Xue,
2020-03-23 This book focuses on solving practical problems in calculus with MATLAB. Descriptions
and sketching of functions and sequences are introduced first, followed by the analytical solutions of
limit, differentiation, integral and function approximation problems of univariate and multivariate
functions. Advanced topics such as numerical differentiations and integrals, integral transforms as
well as fractional calculus are also covered in the book.
  piecewise function problems: Precalculus with Trigonometry Paul A. Foerster, 2003



Precalculus with Trigonometry: Concepts and Applications
  piecewise function problems: The Finite Element Method Using MATLAB Young W. Kwon,
Hyochoong Bang, 2018-10-03 Expanded to include a broader range of problems than the bestselling
first edition, Finite Element Method Using MATLAB: Second Edition presents finite element
approximation concepts, formulation, and programming in a format that effectively streamlines the
learning process. It is written from a general engineering and mathematical perspective rather than
that of a solid/structural mechanics basis. What's new in the Second Edition? Each chapter in the
Second Edition now includes an overview that outlines the contents and purpose of each chapter.
The authors have also added a new chapter of special topics in applications, including cracks,
semi-infinite and infinite domains, buckling, and thermal stress. They discuss three different
linearization techniques to solve nonlinear differential equations. Also included are new sections on
shell formulations and MATLAB programs. These enhancements increase the book's already
significant value both as a self-study text and a reference for practicing engineers and scientists.
  piecewise function problems: Solving Applied Mathematical Problems with MATLAB ,
2008-11-03 This textbook presents a variety of applied mathematics topics in science and
engineering with an emphasis on problem solving techniques using MATLAB. The authors provide a
general overview of the MATLAB language and its graphics abilities before delving into problem
solving, making the book useful for readers without prior MATLAB experi
  piecewise function problems: Ill-Posed and Inverse Problems Vladimir G. Romanov, S. I.
Kabanikhin, A. L. Bukhgeim, 2002-01-01 M.M. Lavrentiev is the author of many fundamental
scientific results in many directions of mathematics and its applications, such as differential
equations, inverse and ill-posed problems, tomography, numerical and applied mathematics. His
results in the theory of inverse problems for differential equations and in tomography are well
known all over the world. To honour him on the occasion of his 70th birthday renowned scientists in
this field of mathematics, both from East and West, have contributed to this special collection of
papers on ill-posed and inverse problems, which will be of interest to anyone working in this field.
  piecewise function problems: Handbook of Newsvendor Problems Tsan-Ming Choi,
2012-06-09 As a fundamental problem in stochastic inventory control, the newsvendor problem has
been studied since the 18th century in the economic literature, and has been widely used to analyze
supply chains in fashion and seasonal product industries. Since the 1950s, the newsvendor problem
has been extensively studied in operations research and extended to model a variety of real-life
problems. The simplest and most elementary version of the newsvendor problem is an optimal
stocking problem in which a newsvendor needs to decide how many newspapers to order for future
demand, where the future demand is uncertain and follows a stationary distribution. Research in this
area has greatly increased over the last few years, and now the Handbook of Newsvendor Problems:
Models, Extensions and Applications captures the state of the art. The handbook consists of two
sections -- Models and Extensions, and Applications. Each section includes many interesting works
in the respective domain. Section I presents papers on topics like the multi-product newsvendor
problems; the newsvendor problem with law invariant coherent measures of risk; a Copula approach
to inventory pooling problems with newsvendor products; repeated newsvendor games with
transshipments; cooperative newsvendor games; an economic interpretation for the price-setting
newsvendor problem; newsvendor models with alternative risk preferences within expected utility
theory and prospect theory frameworks; and newsvendor problems with VaR and CVaR
consideration. Section II presents papers on such topics as a two-period newsvendor problem for
closed-loop supply chain analysis; the remanufacturing newsvendor problem; inventory
centralization in a newsvendor setting when shortage costs differ; production planning on an
unreliable machine for multiple items; analysis of the newsvendor problem under carbon emissions
policies; optimal decisions of the manufacturer and distributor in a fresh product supply chain
involving long distance transportation; a newsvendor perspective on profit target setting for multiple
divisions; and a portfolio approach to multi-product newsvendor problem with budget constraint.
This well-balanced handbook presents a wealth of theoretical results from different perspectives.



With contributions from many of the leading researchers in the field, the Handbook of Newsvendor
Problems: Models, Extensions and Applications is a timely addition to the literature and consolidates
all the new and exciting works related to the newsvendor problem into one high quality source.
  piecewise function problems: ACT Prep 2018 Kaplan Test Prep, 2017-06-06 Kaplan's ACT
Prep 2018 has the essential strategies, realistic practice, and expert advice you need to face Test
Day with confidence. Kaplan Test Prep is the Official Partner for Live Online Prep for the ACT. For
more information visit kaptest.com/onlinepreplive Essential Review Two full-length online practice
tests with detailed answer explanations One full-length practice test in the book to help you practice
your pacing Scoring and analysis for one official ACT test A customized study schedule based on the
results of your individual diagnostic test results for prep that's geared specifically for you. Content
has been reviewed, revised and updated for 2017-2018 by Kaplan's all-star faculty. Expert Guidance
Perfect Score Tips: advice and strategies from students who got a perfect score and top ACT
instructors. We know the test: Our Learning Engineers have put tens of thousands of hours into
studying the ACT – using real data to design the most effective strategies and study plans. Kaplan's
expert psychometricians make sure our practice questions and study materials are true to the test.
We invented test prep—Kaplan (www.kaptest.com) has been helping students for almost 80 years,
and more than 95% of our students get into their top-choice schools. Our proven strategies have
helped legions of students achieve their dreams. The previous edition of this book was titled ACT
2017 Strategies, Practice & Review.
  piecewise function problems: ACT Prep Plus 2018 Kaplan Test Prep, 2017-06-06 Kaplan's ACT
Prep Plus 2018 provides expert strategies, online practice, and video tutorials to help you ace the
test and give your college applications a boost. Kaplan is the Official Partner for Live Online Prep for
the ACT. For more information visit kaptest.com/onlinepreplive. With ACT Prep Plus 2018 you can
study from anywhere. Log in to watch video lessons, complete quizzes, and take practice tests on
your mobile device. The Best Practice 5 full-length Kaplan practice tests with detailed answer
explanations Scoring and analysis for one official ACT test Online Center with additional practice,
quizzes, and videos to help guide your study Kaplan's SmartPoints system to help you earn the most
points by guiding you toward the most popular topics and question types on the exam Expert
Guidance Kaplan's expert teachers make sure our tests are true to the ACT 9 out of 10 Kaplan
students get into one or more of their top choice colleges The previous edition of this book was titled
ACT Premier 2017.
  piecewise function problems: Riemann Problems and Jupyter Solutions David I.
Ketcheson, Randall J. LeVeque, Mauricio J. del Razo, 2020-06-26 This book addresses an important
class of mathematical problems (the Riemann problem) for first-order hyperbolic partial differential
equations (PDEs), which arise when modeling wave propagation in applications such as fluid
dynamics, traffic flow, acoustics, and elasticity. The solution of the Riemann problem captures
essential information about these models and is the key ingredient in modern numerical methods for
their solution. This book covers the fundamental ideas related to classical Riemann solutions,
including their special structure and the types of waves that arise, as well as the ideas behind fast
approximate solvers for the Riemann problem. The emphasis is on the general ideas, but each
chapter delves into a particular application. Riemann Problems and Jupyter Solutions is available in
electronic form as a collection of Jupyter notebooks that contain executable computer code and
interactive figures and animations, allowing readers to grasp how the concepts presented are
affected by important parameters and to experiment by varying those parameters themselves. The
only interactive book focused entirely on the Riemann problem, it develops each concept in the
context of a specific physical application, helping readers apply physical intuition in learning
mathematical concepts. Graduate students and researchers working in the analysis and/or numerical
solution of hyperbolic PDEs will find this book of interest. This includes mathematicians, as well as
scientists and engineers, working on wave propagation problems. Educators interested in developing
instructional materials using Jupyter notebooks will also find this book useful. The book is
appropriate for courses in Numerical Methods for Hyperbolic PDEs and Analysis of Hyperbolic



PDEs, and it can be a great supplement for courses in computational fluid dynamics, acoustics, and
gas dynamics.
  piecewise function problems: Math Word Problems For Dummies Mary Jane Sterling,
2008-02-05 Covers percentages, probability, proportions, and more Get a grip on all types of word
problems by applying them to real life Are you mystified by math word problems? This
easy-to-understand guide shows you how to conquer these tricky questions with a step-by-step plan
for finding the right solution each and every time, no matter the kind or level of problem. From
learning math lingo and performing operations to calculating formulas and writing equations, you'll
get all the skills you need to succeed! Discover how to: * Translate word problems into plain English
* Brush up on basic math skills * Plug in the right operation or formula * Tackle algebraic and
geometric problems * Check your answers to see if they work
  piecewise function problems: Combinatorial Optimization Pierre Fouilhoux, Luis Eduardo
Neves Gouveia, A. Ridha Mahjoub, Vangelis T. Paschos, 2014-07-21 This book constitutes the
thoroughly refereed post-conference proceedings of the Third International Symposium on
Combinatorial Optimization, ISCO 2014, held in Lisbon, Portugal, in March 2014. The 37 revised full
papers presented together with 64 short papers were carefully reviewed and selected from 97
submissions. They present original research on all aspects of combinatorial optimization, such as
algorithms and complexity; mathematical programming; operations research; stochastic
optimization; graphs and combinatorics.
  piecewise function problems: Cliffsnotes TExES Math 4-8 (115) and Math 7-12 (235)
Sandra Luna McCune, 2020-09-15 Preparation and instruction book providing test-taking strategies
and reviews of all test topics. Includes two practice tests for both the TExES Math 4-8 (115) and
Math 7-12 (235) exams including answers and complete explanations.
  piecewise function problems: Conformal Mappings and Boundary Value Problems
Guo-Chun Wen, Translated from the Chinese. Conformal mapping and boundary value problems are
two major branches of complex function theory. The former is the geometric theory of analytic
functions, and the latter is the analysis theory governing the close relationship between abstract
theory and many concrete problems. Topics include applications of Cauchy type integrals, the
Hilbert boundary value problem, quasiconformal mappings, and basic boundary value problems for
harmonic functions. Annotation copyright by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
  piecewise function problems: Uncoded Multimedia Transmission Feng Wu, Chong Luo,
Hancheng Lu, 2021-07-18 An uncoded multimedia transmission (UMT) system is one that skips
quantization and entropy coding in compression and all subsequent binary operations, including
channel coding and bit-to-symbol mapping of modulation. By directly transmitting non-binary
symbols with amplitude modulation, the uncoded system avoids the annoying cliff effect observed in
the coded transmission system. This advantage makes uncoded transmission more suited to both
unicast in varying channel conditions and multicast to heterogeneous users. Particularly, in the first
part of Uncoded Multimedia Transmission, we consider how to improve the efficiency of uncoded
transmission and make it on par with coded transmission. We then address issues and challenges
regarding how to better utilize temporal and spatial correlation of images and video in the uncoded
transmission, to achieve the optimal transmission performance. Next, we investigate the resource
allocation problem for uncoded transmission, including subchannel, bandwidth and power allocation.
By properly allocating these resources, uncoded transmission can achieve higher efficiency and
more robust performance. Subsequently, we consider the image and video delivery in MIMO
broadcasting networks with diverse channel quality and varying numbers of antennas across
receivers. Finally, we investigate the cases where uncoded transmission can be used in conjunction
with digital transmission for a balanced efficiency and adaptation capability. This book is the very
first monograph in the general area of uncoded multimedia transmission written in a self-contained
format. It addresses both the fundamentals and the applications of uncoded transmission. It gives a
systematic introduction to the fundamental theory and concepts in this field, and at the same time,
also presents specific applications that reveal the great potential and impacts for the technologies



generated from the research in this field. By concentrating several important studies and
developments currently taking place in the field of uncoded transmission in a single source, this
book can reduce the time and cost required to learn and improve skills and knowledge in the field.
The authors have been actively working in this field for years, and this book is the final essence of
their years of long research in this field. The book may be used as a collection of research notes for
researchers in this field, a reference book for practitioners or engineers, as well as a textbook for a
graduate advanced seminar in this field or any related fields. The references collected in this book
may be used as further reading lists or references for the readers.
  piecewise function problems: Finite-Dimensional Variational Inequalities and
Complementarity Problems Francisco Facchinei, Jong-Shi Pang, 2007-06-14 The
?nite-dimensional nonlinear complementarity problem (NCP) is a s- tem of ?nitely many nonlinear
inequalities in ?nitely many nonnegative variables along with a special equation that expresses the
complementary relationship between the variables and corresponding inequalities. This
complementarity condition is the key feature distinguishing the NCP from a general inequality
system, lies at the heart of all constrained optimi- tion problems in ?nite dimensions, provides a
powerful framework for the modeling of equilibria of many kinds, and exhibits a natural link
between smooth and nonsmooth mathematics. The ?nite-dimensional variational inequality (VI),
which is a generalization of the NCP, provides a broad unifying setting for the study of optimization
and equilibrium problems and serves as the main computational framework for the practical solution
of a host of continuum problems in the mathematical sciences. The systematic study of the
?nite-dimensional NCP and VI began in the mid-1960s; in a span of four decades, the subject has
developed into a very fruitful discipline in the ?eld of mathematical programming. The - velopments
include a rich mathematical theory, a host of e?ective solution algorithms, a multitude of interesting
connections to numerous disciplines, and a wide range of important applications in engineering and
economics. As a result of their broad associations, the literature of the VI/CP has bene?ted from
contributions made by mathematicians (pure, applied, and computational), computer scientists,
engineers of many kinds (civil, ch- ical, electrical, mechanical, and systems), and economists of
diverse exp- tise (agricultural, computational, energy, ?nancial, and spatial).
  piecewise function problems: Methods for Solving Mathematical Physics Problems Valeriĭ
Ivanovich Agoshkov, P. B. Dubovski, V. P. Shutiayev, 2006 The aim of the book is to present to a
wide range of readers (students, postgraduates, scientists, engineers, etc.) basic information on one
of the directions of mathematics, methods for solving mathematical physics problems. The authors
have tried to select for the book methods that have become classical and generally accepted.
However, some of the current versions of these methods may be missing from the book because they
require special knowledge. The book is of the handbook-teaching type. On the one hand, the book
describes the main definitions, the concepts of the examined methods and approaches used in them,
and also the results and claims obtained in every specific case. On the other hand, proofs of the
majority of these results are not presented and they are given only in the simplest (methodological)
cases. Another special feature of the book is the inclusion of many examples of application of the
methods for solving specific mathematical physics problems of applied nature used in various areas
of science and social activity, such as power engineering, environmental protection, hydrodynamics,
elasticity theory, etc. This should provide additional information on possible applications of these
methods. To provide complete information, the book includes a chapter dealing with the main
problems of mathematical physics, together with the results obtained in functional analysis and
boundary-value theory for equations with partial derivatives.
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