
public policy paradox

public policy paradox refers to the complex and often contradictory nature of policymaking where policies may
produce outcomes contrary to their intended goals. This paradox highlights the challenges faced by
policymakers in balancing competing interests, public opinion, and effective governance. Understanding the public
policy paradox is crucial for analyzing why certain policies succeed while others fail or produce unintended
consequences. This article will explore the definition, causes, and implications of the public policy paradox in
depth. Additionally, it will discuss theoretical frameworks that explain this phenomenon and provide examples
to illustrate its real-world impact. Readers will gain insight into the intricate dynamics of policy formulation
and implementation. The discussion will also cover strategies to address and mitigate the paradox in
contemporary policymaking.
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Understanding the Public Policy Paradox

The public policy paradox arises when policies intended to solve social problems instead create new issues or
fail to achieve their objectives. This paradox reflects the complexity of policymaking processes, where multiple
stakeholders with divergent interests influence outcomes. It underscores the difficulty in predicting the
consequences of policy decisions due to the dynamic interplay of economic, social, and political factors. The
paradox also reveals that public preferences can be contradictory or inconsistent, making consensus difficult.
Moreover, it highlights the tension between public values and practical governance constraints. Recognizing the
public policy paradox is essential for designing more effective and adaptable policies that better address
societal needs.

Definition and Key Characteristics

The public policy paradox can be defined as the phenomenon where public opinion, political incentives, and policy
outcomes do not align in expected ways. Key characteristics of this paradox include conflicting public
demands, unintended consequences, and the persistence of policy problems despite repeated interventions.
Policymakers often face trade-offs between efficiency, equity, and political feasibility, which contribute to the
paradox. Additionally, the paradox is marked by the cyclical nature of policy debates where issues reemerge
despite prior efforts to resolve them.

Importance in Policy Analysis

Studying the public policy paradox is vital for policy analysts and decision-makers because it reveals the
limitations of traditional policy approaches. It encourages a more nuanced understanding of the policy
environment, emphasizing the need for adaptive and inclusive strategies. By acknowledging the paradox, analysts



can better anticipate challenges and design policies that are resilient to conflicting interests and changing
circumstances. This understanding also informs the development of evaluation methods that consider broader
social impacts and long-term effects.

Causes of the Public Policy Paradox

Several factors contribute to the emergence of the public policy paradox. These causes stem from the inherent
complexities of governance, human behavior, and institutional structures. Understanding these causes helps
clarify why policies sometimes fail to deliver expected results and why paradoxical outcomes persist.

Conflicting Public Preferences

One primary cause of the public policy paradox is the existence of inconsistent or contradictory public
preferences. Citizens often express desires for policies that are mutually exclusive, such as wanting both lower
taxes and increased government services. These conflicting demands place policymakers in difficult positions,
forcing compromises that can dilute policy effectiveness or generate dissatisfaction.

Information Asymmetry and Uncertainty

Information asymmetry between policymakers and the public, as well as uncertainty about future conditions,
contribute significantly to the paradox. Policymakers may lack complete or accurate information needed to
predict policy outcomes, leading to unintended consequences. Furthermore, rapidly changing social, economic, or
technological environments can render policies obsolete or ineffective soon after implementation.

Institutional Constraints and Political Incentives

Institutional frameworks and political incentives also play a crucial role in the public policy paradox.
Bureaucratic inertia, legal restrictions, and political competition can limit the scope of policy options.
Politicians may prioritize short-term gains or electoral considerations over long-term solutions, resulting in
policies that address symptoms rather than root causes. These factors contribute to the persistence of policy
problems and paradoxical outcomes.

Complexity of Social Problems

Many policy issues are inherently complex, involving multiple interrelated factors and stakeholders. This
complexity makes it difficult to design straightforward solutions and increases the likelihood of unintended
effects. Social problems such as poverty, healthcare, and environmental protection are classic examples where
the public policy paradox frequently emerges.

Theoretical Frameworks Explaining the Paradox

Various theoretical frameworks have been developed to explain the dynamics behind the public policy paradox.
These models offer insights into the interactions between public opinion, political behavior, and policy



outcomes.

Rational Choice Theory

Rational choice theory explains the paradox by focusing on the individual decision-making processes of voters
and politicians. It posits that actors pursue their self-interest, which can lead to collective outcomes that
are suboptimal or contradictory. The theory highlights how strategic behavior and incentive structures
influence policy decisions, often resulting in paradoxical results.

Multiple Streams Framework

The multiple streams framework, developed by policy scholar John Kingdon, identifies three independent
streams—problems, policies, and politics—that must converge to enable effective policymaking. The failure of
these streams to align can create policy paradoxes where issues remain unresolved despite apparent public
support or political will.

Punctuated Equilibrium Theory

This theory suggests that policy change occurs in bursts following long periods of stability. The public
policy paradox arises during stable periods when policies fail to adapt to evolving problems, leading to
accumulated tensions and contradictions. Sudden shifts or punctuations can then dramatically change policy
directions, sometimes resolving paradoxes temporarily.

Advocacy Coalition Framework

The advocacy coalition framework emphasizes the role of competing interest groups and coalitions in shaping
policy outcomes. These coalitions promote differing beliefs and values, resulting in conflicting policy
proposals and paradoxical outcomes when no single coalition dominates.

Real-World Examples of the Public Policy Paradox

Numerous cases across different policy areas illustrate the public policy paradox, demonstrating its
relevance and complexity in practice.

Healthcare Policy

Healthcare reform often exemplifies the public policy paradox. While there is widespread support for improving
access and reducing costs, opinions diverge on how to achieve these goals. Policies aimed at expanding coverage
may increase government spending, conflicting with public demands for fiscal responsibility. Additionally,
reforms can produce unintended effects such as increased bureaucracy or uneven quality of care.



Environmental Regulation

Environmental policies also reveal paradoxical dynamics. Citizens typically favor environmental protection
but may resist regulations perceived as economically burdensome. This tension leads to policies that are either
too weak to address environmental issues effectively or too stringent, causing political backlash. The
paradox arises from balancing ecological sustainability with economic interests.

Criminal Justice Reform

Criminal justice policies illustrate the paradox where public desire for safety conflicts with demands for
fairness and rehabilitation. Tough-on-crime measures may reduce crime rates but can also lead to mass
incarceration and social inequalities. Reform efforts struggle to reconcile these competing objectives,
resulting in policy contradictions.

Urban Development and Housing

In urban policy, residents often want both affordable housing and neighborhood preservation. Development
policies can simultaneously promote growth and gentrification, displacing vulnerable populations. The
paradox manifests in the challenge of fostering inclusive urban environments that meet diverse community
expectations.

Strategies to Address the Public Policy Paradox

Effective approaches to managing the public policy paradox involve recognizing its complexity and adopting
flexible, participatory, and evidence-based methods.

Enhanced Stakeholder Engagement

Engaging a broad range of stakeholders in the policymaking process helps identify conflicting preferences early
and facilitates compromise. Inclusive dialogue can reduce misunderstandings and build consensus, mitigating
paradoxical outcomes.

Adaptive Policy Design

Policies designed with built-in flexibility allow adjustments in response to new information or changing
circumstances. Adaptive management reduces the risk of persistent contradictions and unintended consequences
by enabling continuous learning and improvement.

Comprehensive Impact Assessment

Conducting thorough impact assessments that consider social, economic, and environmental dimensions helps
anticipate potential paradoxes. This approach supports the development of balanced policies that address
multiple objectives simultaneously.



Transparency and Accountability

Promoting transparency in decision-making and holding policymakers accountable encourages trust and
responsiveness. Clear communication about policy goals and trade-offs helps manage public expectations and
clarifies the complexities inherent in policy choices.

Utilizing Evidence-Based Practices

Relying on empirical research and data-driven analysis improves the accuracy of policy predictions and
effectiveness. Evidence-based policymaking reduces reliance on assumptions and mitigates the occurrence of
paradoxical outcomes.

Engage diverse stakeholders early and often

Design policies with flexibility for adaptation

Conduct multidimensional impact assessments

Maintain transparency and ensure accountability

Base decisions on robust empirical evidence

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the public policy paradox?

The public policy paradox refers to the complex and often contradictory nature of public policy making, where
policy outcomes may not align with the stated goals due to competing interests, values, and trade-offs among
stakeholders.

Who coined the term 'public policy paradox'?

The term 'public policy paradox' was popularized by Deborah Stone in her influential book, highlighting the
complexities and contradictions inherent in public policy processes.

Why is the public policy paradox important in understanding policy making?

It is important because it reveals that policy decisions are not purely rational or technical but are influenced
by political, social, and economic conflicts, making the outcomes unpredictable and often paradoxical.

How does the public policy paradox affect policy implementation?

The paradox can lead to challenges in implementation as conflicting goals and interests may result in
ambiguous policies, resistance from stakeholders, and unintended consequences.

Can the public policy paradox be resolved?

While it cannot be fully resolved due to the inherent complexity of policy issues, understanding the paradox



helps policymakers anticipate conflicts and design more flexible and inclusive policies.

What role do values and beliefs play in the public policy paradox?

Values and beliefs shape stakeholders' perceptions of problems and solutions, leading to differing definitions of
issues and preferred policies, which contributes to the paradoxical nature of policy making.

How does the public policy paradox relate to policy analysis?

Policy analysts must navigate the paradox by acknowledging that data and evidence are interpreted through
different value lenses, making objective analysis challenging and emphasizing the need for stakeholder engagement.

What are common examples illustrating the public policy paradox?

Examples include debates over healthcare reform, where goals like cost reduction, quality improvement, and
universal access often conflict, leading to paradoxical policy outcomes.

How can policymakers manage the public policy paradox effectively?

Policymakers can manage the paradox by promoting transparency, encouraging stakeholder dialogue,
prioritizing adaptive policies, and being open to compromise and iterative learning.

Does the public policy paradox imply that policy decisions are often
compromises?

Yes, the paradox suggests that policy decisions frequently involve compromises among competing interests and
values, resulting in policies that may not fully satisfy any single stakeholder group.

Additional Resources
1. Public Policy Paradox: The Art of Political Decision Making
This seminal book by Deborah Stone explores the complexities and contradictions inherent in public policy. Stone
illustrates how policy problems are not objective facts but are framed in ways that reflect political values
and interests. The book challenges traditional rational models of policy analysis, emphasizing the importance
of symbols, stories, and political negotiation in shaping policy outcomes.

2. Policy Paradox and Political Reasoning
This book delves into the paradoxical nature of political decision-making, highlighting how conflicting values
and interests create challenges in formulating effective policies. It examines case studies that reveal the
tensions between equity, efficiency, and democracy in policymaking. Readers gain insight into the strategic
reasoning politicians use to navigate these paradoxes.

3. The Logic of Policy Paradox: Understanding Complexity in Government
Focusing on the complexity of government decision-making, this book discusses how policy paradoxes arise from
competing goals and limited resources. It offers a framework for analyzing the trade-offs policymakers face
and the unintended consequences of their choices. The author emphasizes the need for adaptable and nuanced
approaches to public governance.

4. Frames and Paradoxes in Public Policy
This volume investigates how framing influences the perception and resolution of policy paradoxes. It explores
the role of media, public opinion, and political rhetoric in constructing policy debates. By understanding framing
effects, policymakers can better anticipate conflicts and craft more persuasive arguments.

5. Governance and the Policy Paradox: Navigating Conflicting Interests



This book addresses the challenges of governance in pluralistic societies where diverse stakeholders hold
competing priorities. It explores mechanisms for managing conflicts and facilitating cooperation among interest
groups. The author argues that recognizing and embracing paradoxes can lead to more resilient and inclusive
policies.

6. Policy Paradoxes in Health Care Reform
Examining the contentious arena of health care reform, this book highlights the paradoxes between cost
containment, access, and quality of care. It provides a detailed analysis of policy debates in various
countries, illustrating how political values shape reform outcomes. The book offers lessons for policymakers
seeking to balance competing demands in complex systems.

7. Environmental Policy Paradoxes: Balancing Growth and Sustainability
This book explores the paradoxes inherent in environmental policymaking, where economic growth often
conflicts with sustainability goals. It discusses the political, social, and economic factors that complicate
environmental regulation. The author proposes innovative strategies for reconciling these competing objectives
through collaborative governance.

8. Education Policy Paradoxes: Equity vs. Excellence
Focusing on education, this book examines the tension between promoting equity and achieving academic
excellence. It analyzes policy initiatives that attempt to address disparities while maintaining high standards.
The work highlights how paradoxes influence educational reform and the implications for social justice.

9. Urban Policy Paradoxes: Growth, Inequality, and Governance
This book investigates the paradoxes faced by urban policymakers striving to foster economic growth while
addressing social inequality. It explores the challenges of governance in diverse metropolitan areas and the
trade-offs involved in urban development. The author offers insights into policy tools that can help mitigate
conflicts and promote inclusive urban futures.
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index.
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discussed, and key terms, questions for discussion, and suggested readings round out each chapter.
  public policy paradox: The Oxford Handbook of Public Policy Michael Moran, Martin Rein,
Robert E. Goodin, 2008-06-13 The Oxford Handbooks of Political Science is a ten-volume set of
reference books offering authoritative and engaging critical overviews of the state of political
science. Each volume focuses on a particular part of the discipline, with volumes on Public Policy,
Political Theory, Political Economy, Contextual Political Analysis, Comparative Politics, International
Relations, Law and Politics, Political Behavior, Political Institutions, and Political Methodology. The
project as a whole is under the General Editorship of Robert E. Goodin, with each volume being
edited by a distinguished international group of specialists in their respective fields. The books set
out not just to report on the discipline, but to shape it. The series will be an indispensable point of
reference for anyone working in political science and adjacent disciplines. Public policy is the
business end of political science. It is where theory meets practice in the pursuit of the public good.
Political scientists approach public policy in myriad ways. Some approach the policy process
descriptively, asking how the need for public intervention comes to be perceived, a policy response
formulated, enacted, implemented, and, all too often, subverted, perverted, altered, or abandoned.
Others approach public policy more prescriptively, offering politically-informed suggestions for how
normatively valued goals can and should be pursued, either through particular policies or through
alternative processes for making policy. Some offer their advice from the Olympian heights of
detached academic observers, others as 'engaged scholars' cum advocates, while still others seek to
instil more reflective attitudes among policy practitioners themselves toward their own practices.
The Oxford Handbook of Public Policy mines all these traditions, using an innovative structure that
responds to the very latest scholarship. Its chapters touch upon institutional and historical sources
and analytical methods, how policy is made, how it is evaluated and how it is constrained. In these
ways, the Handbook shows how the combined wisdom of political science as a whole can be brought
to bear on political attempts to improve the human condition.
  public policy paradox: The Public Professor M. V. Lee Badgett, 2016-01-15 The work of
academics can matter and be influential on a public level, but the path to becoming a public
intellectual, influential policy advisor, valued community resource or go-to person on an issue is not
one that most scholars are trained for. The Public Professor offers scholars ways to use their ideas,
research and knowledge to change the world. The book gives practical strategies for scholars to
become more engaged with the public on a variety of fronts: online, in print, at council hearings,
even with national legislation. Lee Badgett, a veteran policy analyst and public intellectual with over
25 years of experience connecting cutting edge research with policymakers and the public, offers
clear and practical advice to scholars looking to engage with the world outside of academia. She
shows scholars how to see the big picture, master communicating with new audiences, and build
strategic professional networks. Learn how to find and develop relationships with the people who
can take your research and ideas into places scholars rarely go, and who can get you into
Congressional hearings, on NPR, or into the pages of The New York Times. Turn your knowledge
into clear and compelling messages to use in interviews, blog posts, tweets and op-eds. Written for
both new and experienced scholars and drawing on examples and advice from the lives of influential
academics, the book provides the skills, resources, and tools to put ideas into action.
  public policy paradox: Turmoil in American Public Policy Leslie R. Alm, Ross E. Burkhart, Marc
V. Simon, 2010-04-15 This book explores the intricacies of the science-policy linkage that pervades
environmental policymaking in a democracy. These are the key questions that this primary textbook
for courses on American public policymaking and environmental policymaking addresses and
attempts to answer. Turmoil in American Public Policy: Science, Democracy, and the Environment
first lays out the basics of the policymaking process in the United States in relation to the
substantive issues of environmental policymaking. Drawing on hundreds of interviews, the authors
highlight the views and experiences of scientists, especially natural scientists, in their interactions
with policymakers and their efforts to harness the findings of their science to rational public policy.
The proper role of science and scientists in relation to environmental policymaking hinges on



fundamental questions at the intersection of political philosophy and scientific epistemology. How
can the experimental nature of the scientific method and the probabilistic expression of scientific
results be squared with the normative language of legislation and regulation? If scientists undertake
to square the circle by hardening the tentative truths of their scientific models into positive truths to
underpin public policy, at what point may they be judged to have exceeded the proper limits of
scientific knowledge, relinquished their role as impartial experts, and become partisan advocates
demanding too much say in a democratic setting? Providing students—and secondarily policymakers,
scientists, and citizen activists—a theoretical and practical knowledge of the means availed by
modern American democracy for resolving this tension is the object of this progressively structured
textbook.
  public policy paradox: Public Policy Making Larry N. Gerston, 2014-12-18 This brief text
identifies the issues, resources, actors, and institutions involved in public policy making and traces
the dynamics of the policymaking process, including the triggering of issue awareness, the
emergence of an issue on the public agenda, the formation of a policy commitment, and the
implementation process that translates policy into practice. Throughout the text, which has been
revised and updated, Gerston brings his analysis to life with abundant examples from the most
recent and emblematic cases of public policy making. At the same time, with well-chosen references,
he places policy analysis in the context of political science and deftly orients readers to the classics
of public policy studies. Each chapter ends with discussion questions and suggestions for further
reading.
  public policy paradox: Using Science as Evidence in Public Policy National Research
Council, Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education, Committee on the Use of Social
Science Knowledge in Public Policy, 2012-10-31 Using Science as Evidence in Public Policy
encourages scientists to think differently about the use of scientific evidence in policy making. This
report investigates why scientific evidence is important to policy making and argues that an
extensive body of research on knowledge utilization has not led to any widely accepted explanation
of what it means to use science in public policy. Using Science as Evidence in Public Policy identifies
the gaps in our understanding and develops a framework for a new field of research to fill those
gaps. For social scientists in a number of specialized fields, whether established scholars or Ph.D.
students, Using Science as Evidence in Public Policy shows how to bring their expertise to bear on
the study of using science to inform public policy. More generally, this report will be of special
interest to scientists who want to see their research used in policy making, offering guidance on
what is required beyond producing quality research, beyond translating results into more
understandable terms, and beyond brokering the results through intermediaries, such as think
tanks, lobbyists, and advocacy groups. For administrators and faculty in public policy programs and
schools, Using Science as Evidence in Public Policy identifies critical elements of instruction that
will better equip graduates to promote the use of science in policy making.
  public policy paradox: Narrative Politics in Public Policy Hugh T. Miller, 2020-06-29 This book
draws on examples from cannabis policy discourse and elsewhere to illustrate how individuals come
to subscribe to a particular policy narrative; how policy narratives evolve; how narratives are
employed in public policy discourse to compete with other narratives; and how, on implementation,
the winning narrative is performed and subsequently institutionalized. Further, it explores how
uncertainty and ambiguity are constants in public policy discourse, and how different factions and
groups pursue different goals and aspirations. In the current climate of political reality, disputable
facts and contestable goals, this book shows how different coalitions and ideologies use narratives to
compete for policy dominance.
  public policy paradox: Introduction to the Policy Process Birkland, 2015-05-18 Thoroughly
revised, reorganized, updated, and expanded, this widely-used text sets the balance and fills the gap
between theory and practice in public policy studies. In a clear, conversational style, the author
conveys the best current thinking on the policy process with an emphasis on accessibility and
synthesis rather than novelty or abstraction. A newly added chapter surveys the social, economic,



and demographic trends that are transforming the policy environment.
  public policy paradox: Making Public Policy Decisions Damon Alexander, Jenny Lewis,
2014-12-05 To understand public policy decisions, it is imperative to understand the capacities of
the individual actors who are making them, how they think and feel about their role, and what drives
and motivates them. However, the current literature takes little account of this, preferring instead to
frame the decisions as the outcomes of a rational search for value-maximising alternatives or the
result of systematic and well-ordered institutional and organisational processes. Yet understanding
how personal and emotional factors interact with broader institutional and organisational influences
to shape the deliberations and behaviour of politicians and bureaucrats is paramount if we are to
construct a more useful, nuanced and dynamic picture of government decision-making. This book
draws on a variety of approaches to examine individuals working in contemporary government, from
freshly-trained policy officers to former cabinet ministers and prime ministers. It provides important
new insights into how those in government navigate their way through complex issues and decisions
based on developed expertise that fuses formal, rational techniques with other learned behaviours,
memories, emotions and practiced forms of judgment at an individual level. This innovative
collection from leading academics across Australia, Europe, the United Kingdom and North America
will be of great interest to researchers, educators, advanced students and practitioners working in
the fields of political science, public management and administration, and public policy.
  public policy paradox: Public Policy Analysis William N. Dunn, 2017-08-04 Public Policy
Analysis, the most widely cited book on the subject, provides students with a comprehensive
methodology of policy analysis. It starts from the premise that policy analysis is an applied social
science discipline designed for solving practical problems facing public and nonprofit organizations.
This thoroughly revised sixth edition contains a number of important updates: Each chapter includes
an all-new big ideas case study in policy analysis to stimulate student interest in timely and
important problems. The dedicated chapter on evidence-based policy and the role of field
experiments has been thoroughly rewritten and expanded. New sections on important developments
in the field have been added, including using scientific evidence in public policymaking, systematic
reviews, meta-analyses, and big data. Data sets to apply analytical techniques are included online as
IBM SPSS 23.0 files and are convertible to Excel, Stata, and R statistical software programs to suit a
variety of course needs and teaching styles. All-new PowerPoint slides are included to make
instructor preparation easier than ever before. Designed to prepare students from a variety of
academic backgrounds to conduct policy analysis on their own, without requiring a background in
microeconomics, Public Policy Analysis, Sixth Edition helps students develop the practical skills
needed to communicate findings through memos, position papers, and other forms of structured
analytical writing. The text engages students by challenging them to critically analyze the arguments
of policy practitioners as well as political scientists, economists, and political philosophers.
  public policy paradox: Encyclopedia of Public Administration and Public Policy: A-J Jack
Rabin, 2003 From the Nuremberg trials to the Civil Service Reform Act of 1978 to recent budget
reconciliation bills, the Encyclopedia of Public Administration and Public Policy provides detailed
coverage of watershed policies and decisions from such fields as privatization, biomedical ethics,
education, and diversity. This second edition features a wide range of new topics, including military
administration, government procurement, social theory, and justice administration in developed
democracies. It also addresses current issues such as the creation of the Department of Homeland
Security and covers public administration in the Middle East, Africa, Southeast Asia, the Pacific, and
Latin America.
  public policy paradox: An Introduction to the Policy Process Thomas A. Birkland,
2019-07-23 A concise, accessible introduction to the public policy process that can be read on may
levels. The author's direct writing style and extensive use of examples will appeal to students as well
as practitioners. The book offers an extensive overview of the best current thinking on the policy
process, with an emphasis on accessibility and synthesis rather than novelty or abstraction. An
extensive glossary of terms, keyed to the chapters in which each term is most thoroughly discussed;



an annotated bibliography; and an introduction to web-based research, with a guide to the most
important and reliable public policy research sites, are among the book's many useful features.
  public policy paradox: Foundations of Public Service Douglas F Morgan, Douglas F. Green,
Richard T Green, Craig W Shinn, Robert K Robinson, 2015-07-17 Designed to serve as a basic text
for an introductory course in Public Administration, this innovative work provides students with an
understanding of the basic management functions that are covered in all standard textbooks with
two important differences. First, it is written to address the needs of both the experienced
practitioner and the entry-level public servant. Case examples bridge the content-rich environment
of practitioners with the basic principles of public administration sought by pre-service students.
Second, the discussion of basic management practices is grounded in the political and ethical
tensions inherent in the American constitutional form of governance. This reflects the authors' belief
that public administration operates as an integral part of the country's political traditions, and
thereby helps define the political culture. The book provides a framework for understanding
American political traditions and how they inform public administration as a political practice. Key
Changes in the Second Edition include: A new introductory chapter that explains what the authors
mean by a constitutional approach and why that is important. An expanded discussion of the role of
civil society in promoting the common good. A new section in chapter 5 on New Public Governance.
Updated exhibits that incorporate up-to-date census data and revenue figures (chapter 10). A new
section in chapter 14 that recognises the importance of maintaining accountability in contract and
networked systems of governance. Significantly rewritten chapters to add emphasis on the relevance
of the chapter material to nonprofit organisations. A significantly revised bibliography which
incorporates new bodies of research that have appeared since the first edition.
  public policy paradox: Ideas and Politics in Social Science Research Daniel Beland, Robert
Henry Cox, 2010-12-10 Writing about ideas, John Maynard Keynes noted that they are more
powerful than is commonly understood. Indeed the world is ruled by little else. Ideas have returned
as a major focus of political inquiry, and scholars dissatisfied with rationalist and materialist
approaches are now exploring the power of ideas to shape the political landscape. This book gathers
leading scholars from a variety of subdisciplines in political science and sociology to provide a
state-of-the-art work on the theoretical, empirical, and methodological issues raised by social science
research on ideas and politics.
  public policy paradox: An Introduction to the U.S. Congress Charles B. Cushman, 2014-12-18
What does Congress do? How does it do it? Why is it such a complicated institution? This concise
primer offers students and general readers a brief and systematic introduction to Congress and the
role it plays in the US political system. Drawing on his experience as a former Congressional staff
member, the author explores the different political natures of the House and Senate, examines
Congress's interaction with other branches of the Federal government, and looks ahead to the
domestic and foreign challenges that are likely to drive the Congressional agenda for decades to
come. The book provides revealing insights into the sometimes-contradictory Congressional
responsibilities of representation and lawmaking; oversight and appropriation; and managing and
organizing the government. It includes a case study (on the formation of the Department of
Homeland Security) that sheds light on Congress's often-complicated procedures. The book also
includes boxed features on Congressional action - highlighting such topics as file sharing and
student loans - that show students how Congress's work affects their lives. Chapter-ending lists of
web resources add to the book's usefulness.
  public policy paradox: Encyclopedia of Governance Mark Bevir, 2007
  public policy paradox: The 1991 Child Support Act Leanne McCarthy-Cotter, 2018-10-10 This
book assesses the 1991 Child Support Act and demonstrates how its failure was ‘foreseeable’ and
‘foreseen’. It provides an understanding of the creation, and failure, of the Act, as well as providing
an examination of the British policy-making process. The book re-introduces the ‘stages approach’ as
an appropriate framework for examining policy-making in general, and analysing policy failure in
particular. It draws on evidence gained through interviews, official documents, unpublished



consultation responses, Parliamentary debates, and materials from pressure groups and think-tanks,
as well as academic literature. The 1991 Child Support Act is seen as one of the most controversial
and notorious policy failures in Britain. However it has received relatively little academic attention.
An in-depth analysis of the policy-making process that led to the development and passage of this
deeply flawed policy has largely been neglected: this book fills that gap.
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