qualitative and quantitative methods

qualitative and quantitative methods are two fundamental approaches used in
research to gather and analyze data. These methodologies serve distinct purposes and
provide unique insights, making them essential in various fields such as social sciences,
marketing, healthcare, and education. Qualitative methods focus on understanding
phenomena through non-numerical data like interviews, observations, and textual
analysis, while quantitative methods emphasize numerical data and statistical techniques
to identify patterns and test hypotheses. This article explores the definitions, differences,
advantages, and applications of both qualitative and quantitative methods. It also
examines how these approaches can be integrated for comprehensive research outcomes.
The following sections provide a detailed overview of these methodologies, their data
collection techniques, analysis strategies, and practical uses.
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Understanding Qualitative Methods

Qualitative methods are research techniques that collect non-numerical data to
understand concepts, experiences, or social phenomena. This approach emphasizes the
depth of information and the context within which the data is gathered. Researchers
employing qualitative methods seek to explore the meanings, opinions, and motivations
behind behaviors or events.

Characteristics of Qualitative Methods

Qualitative research is typically descriptive and interpretive. It involves open-ended data

collection methods that allow participants to express themselves freely. The data is often

rich and detailed, providing insights into complex issues that are difficult to quantify. This
method is particularly useful when the research goal is to gain a deep understanding of a

specific context or population.



Common Qualitative Research Techniques

Several techniques are prevalent in qualitative research, including:

e Interviews: One-on-one conversations that explore participants’ perspectives in
depth.

¢ Focus Groups: Group discussions that generate diverse views and collective ideas.
e Observations: Documenting behaviors and interactions in natural settings.
¢ Content Analysis: Systematic examination of texts, media, or documents.

e Case Studies: Intensive examination of individual or group cases.

Exploring Quantitative Methods

Quantitative methods involve the collection and analysis of numerical data to identify
patterns, test hypotheses, and make predictions. This approach is grounded in statistical
and mathematical techniques, providing measurable and generalizable results.
Quantitative research often aims to quantify variables and examine relationships between
them using structured instruments.

Characteristics of Quantitative Methods

Quantitative research is objective and systematic, focusing on quantification and statistical
analysis. It employs standardized data collection tools such as surveys, experiments, and
tests. The results obtained from quantitative methods can be replicated and validated,
making them highly reliable for decision-making and policy formulation.

Common Quantitative Research Techniques

Quantitative research employs various techniques, including:

e Surveys: Structured questionnaires designed to collect numerical data from large
samples.

 Experiments: Controlled studies that manipulate variables to observe effects.
¢ Longitudinal Studies: Data collection over time to track changes and trends.

e Secondary Data Analysis: Utilizing existing numerical data for new research
purposes.

e Statistical Modeling: Techniques to analyze relationships and predict outcomes.



Key Differences Between Qualitative and
Quantitative Methods

While both qualitative and quantitative methods are essential in research, they differ
significantly in their approaches, data types, and outcomes. Understanding these
differences helps researchers select the appropriate methodology for their specific
objectives.

Comparative Overview

e Data Type: Qualitative uses textual or visual data; quantitative uses numerical data.

e Research Focus: Qualitative explores meanings and experiences; quantitative tests
hypotheses and measures variables.

¢ Flexibility: Qualitative methods are often flexible and adaptive; quantitative
methods are structured and standardized.

e Sample Size: Qualitative typically involves smaller, purposive samples; quantitative
uses larger, representative samples.

¢ Outcome: Qualitative provides in-depth understanding; quantitative yields
generalizable statistical results.

Data Collection Techniques in Qualitative and
Quantitative Research

Data collection is a critical phase in both qualitative and quantitative research. The
techniques used directly influence the quality and reliability of the findings.

Qualitative Data Collection Methods

Qualitative data collection emphasizes gathering rich, detailed information through:

e Unstructured or Semi-structured Interviews: Allowing for open dialogue and
exploration of topics.

e Participant Observation: Immersing in the environment to observe behaviors and
social interactions.

e Document and Artifact Analysis: Examining relevant texts, images, or objects.



Quantitative Data Collection Methods

Quantitative data collection focuses on systematic and replicable techniques such as:

e Structured Surveys and Questionnaires: Using closed-ended questions to gather
measurable data.

e Experiments: Implementing controlled environments to test variables.

e Use of Instruments and Sensors: Collecting objective data through technological
tools.

Data Analysis Approaches

Data analysis methods differ significantly between qualitative and quantitative research,
reflecting their distinct data types and research goals.

Qualitative Data Analysis

Qualitative data analysis involves organizing, coding, and interpreting textual or visual
data to identify themes, patterns, and meanings. Common techniques include:

e Thematic Analysis: Identifying and analyzing patterns or themes within the data.

* Content Analysis: Systematic coding and categorizing of content to quantify
patterns.

e Discourse Analysis: Examining language use and communication in context.

e Narrative Analysis: Studying stories and personal accounts to understand
experiences.

Quantitative Data Analysis

Quantitative data analysis employs statistical methods to summarize, describe, and infer
conclusions from numerical data. Techniques include:

¢ Descriptive Statistics: Measures such as mean, median, mode, and standard
deviation.

e Inferential Statistics: Hypothesis testing, regression analysis, and ANOVA.



e Correlation and Causation Analysis: Examining relationships between variables.

e Data Visualization: Graphs, charts, and tables to present data clearly.

Applications and Examples

Both qualitative and quantitative methods have broad applications across multiple
disciplines, often chosen based on the research question and objectives.

Applications of Qualitative Methods

Qualitative methods are widely used to explore complex social phenomena, such as:

Understanding patient experiences in healthcare.

Exploring consumer behavior and brand perceptions in marketing.

Investigating educational practices and classroom dynamics.

Studying cultural and societal norms in anthropology.

Applications of Quantitative Methods

Quantitative methods are essential for research requiring measurement and statistical
validation, including:

¢ Assessing the effectiveness of medical treatments through clinical trials.
e Measuring customer satisfaction and market trends.
e Evaluating educational outcomes and standardized test scores.

e Conducting demographic and epidemiological studies.

Combining Qualitative and Quantitative Methods

The integration of qualitative and quantitative methods, often called mixed-methods
research, leverages the strengths of both approaches. This combination can provide a
more comprehensive understanding of research problems.



Advantages of Mixed-Methods Research

Mixed-methods research allows for triangulation, validation, and enrichment of data. It
can:

Provide contextual depth alongside numerical breadth.

Enhance validity through corroborating findings from different data sources.

Address complex research questions that require multiple perspectives.

Support the development of more effective interventions and policies.

Examples of Mixed-Methods Designs
Common mixed-methods designs include:

e Sequential Explanatory: Quantitative data collection and analysis followed by
qualitative exploration.

e Sequential Exploratory: Qualitative research leading to quantitative measurement.

e Concurrent Triangulation: Simultaneous collection of qualitative and quantitative
data to cross-validate results.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main differences between qualitative and
quantitative research methods?

Qualitative research methods focus on exploring phenomena through non-numerical data
like interviews and observations, aiming to understand meanings and experiences.
Quantitative methods involve collecting and analyzing numerical data to identify patterns,
test hypotheses, and make generalizations.

When should researchers choose qualitative methods
over quantitative methods?

Researchers should choose qualitative methods when they seek in-depth understanding of
complex behaviors, motivations, or social processes, especially in exploratory phases or
when studying new or poorly understood topics.



Can qualitative and quantitative methods be used
together in a study?

Yes, combining qualitative and quantitative methods in mixed-methods research can
provide a more comprehensive understanding by leveraging the strengths of both
approaches, such as using qualitative data to explain quantitative results.

What are common data collection techniques in
qualitative research?

Common qualitative data collection techniques include interviews, focus groups,
participant observation, and content analysis of texts or media.

What statistical tools are commonly used in quantitative
research?

Quantitative research often employs statistical tools such as descriptive statistics,
inferential statistics, regression analysis, ANOVA, and hypothesis testing to analyze
numerical data.

How do qualitative researchers ensure the validity of
their findings?

Qualitative researchers enhance validity through techniques like triangulation, member
checking, rich thick descriptions, and maintaining an audit trail to ensure credibility and
trustworthiness of their findings.

What role does sample size play in qualitative vs.
quantitative methods?

Quantitative methods typically require larger, statistically representative sample sizes to
generalize findings, while qualitative methods use smaller, purposive samples focusing on
depth rather than breadth.

How do data analysis processes differ between
qualitative and quantitative methods?

Qualitative data analysis involves coding, thematic analysis, and interpreting patterns in
textual or visual data, whereas quantitative analysis involves statistical testing and
numerical data manipulation using software tools.

What are some challenges of using qualitative and
quantitative methods?

Qualitative challenges include subjectivity and time-consuming data analysis, while
quantitative challenges involve ensuring data validity, dealing with measurement errors,



and sometimes oversimplification of complex phenomena.

Additional Resources

1. Qualitative Research Methods for the Social Sciences

This book offers a comprehensive introduction to qualitative research techniques,
including interviews, focus groups, and ethnography. It emphasizes the importance of
context and meaning in social science research. Readers will find practical guidance for
designing studies, collecting data, and analyzing qualitative information.

2. Quantitative Data Analysis: An Introduction

Focusing on the fundamentals of quantitative research, this text covers statistical methods
and data interpretation. It provides clear explanations of concepts such as hypothesis
testing, regression analysis, and descriptive statistics. Ideal for beginners, the book
includes examples from various disciplines to illustrate key points.

3. Mixed Methods Research: Combining Qualitative and Quantitative Approaches

This book explores the integration of qualitative and quantitative methods within a single
research project. It discusses the rationale, design, and implementation of mixed methods
studies. The author provides case studies demonstrating how combining approaches can
yield richer, more comprehensive insights.

4. Designing and Conducting Qualitative Research

A practical guide to the entire qualitative research process, this book helps readers
develop research questions, select appropriate methodologies, and analyze data. It
addresses challenges such as ethical considerations and ensuring validity. The book is
widely used in social sciences and education fields.

5. Applied Quantitative Methods for Social Research

This text focuses on applying quantitative techniques to real-world social research
problems. It covers survey design, sampling methods, and advanced statistical modeling.
The book includes software tutorials and examples to assist researchers in data analysis.

6. Interpretive Phenomenological Analysis: Theory, Method and Research

Centered on a qualitative approach, this book details the interpretive phenomenological
analysis (IPA) method, which seeks to understand how individuals make sense of their
experiences. It provides step-by-step guidance for conducting IPA studies and interpreting
findings. The approach is particularly valuable in psychology and health research.

7. Statistical Methods for the Social Sciences

This comprehensive book introduces a wide range of statistical techniques used in social
science research. Topics include ANOVA, factor analysis, and non-parametric tests. The
text balances theory with practical application, helping readers understand when and how
to use various statistical tools.

8. Case Study Research: Design and Methods

Known as a seminal work on case study methodology, this book provides detailed
instruction on designing and conducting case studies. It discusses data collection
strategies and analytic techniques pertinent to both qualitative and quantitative data. The
author also addresses issues of rigor and validity in case study research.



9. Foundations of Mixed Methods Research: Integrating Quantitative and Qualitative
Approaches in the Social and Behavioral Sciences

This book lays the theoretical groundwork for mixed methods research, emphasizing
philosophical underpinnings and methodological frameworks. It guides researchers on
how to effectively combine qualitative and quantitative data to address complex research
questions. Practical examples and best practices are included to support implementation.
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qualitative and quantitative methods: Comparison of Qualitative and Quantitative
Research Andreas Ernst, 2003-04-30 Seminar paper from the year 2002 in the subject Business
economics - Miscellaneous, grade: 2 (B), University of St. Gallen (Research Methods), language:
English, abstract: As well in theory as both in the practicable reality the question arises repeatedly
about the more convenient research method - the so-called method conflict between quantitative
and qualitative research (Iberer 1). To go into this discussion and finally draw a conclusion I first
define and compare both research methods and as a next step question its purposes. To get a better
understanding for both research methods I limit my considerations to a clear distinction and do not
go into the question of combining the two. “Quantitative research methods were originally developed
in natural sciences to study natural phenomena” (Myers, Overview of qualitative research). It’s aim
is to capture relevant facts [...] and explain them causally with empirical - analytical methods (Iberer
1). “Qualitative research methods [on the other hand] were developed in the social sciences to
enable researchers to study social and cultural phenomena” (Myers, Overview of qualitative
research). This method tries to clarify the basic issue of how subjects interpret and see the world,
why and how they act and in which form changes take place (Iberer 1). After this rough overview I
cope with the issue in more detail by opposing one research method to the other.

qualitative and quantitative methods: Practical Social Investigation Richard Lampard,
Christopher Pole, 2015-10-15 Practical Social Investigation provides, within a single text, an
introduction to a wide range of both long-standing and newer social research methods. Its balanced
and integrated coverage of qualitative and quantitative approaches demonstrates that they can be
complementary. While research practice is emphasised, readers are encouraged to reflect on
methodological issues as well as being provided with tools for their own research.This coherent,
accessibly written book draws upon the authors' extensive experience of conducting research and
teaching research methods. Numerous examples, based on real research studies, illustrate key
issues in a way that acknowledges both the messiness and the creativity of social research.

qualitative and quantitative methods: Research Design John W. Creswell, J. David Creswell,
2017-12-12 This best-selling text pioneered the comparison of qualitative, quantitative, and mixed
methods research design. For all three approaches, John W. Creswell and new co-author J. David
Creswell include a preliminary consideration of philosophical assumptions, key elements of the
research process, a review of the literature, an assessment of the use of theory in research
applications, and reflections about the importance of writing and ethics in scholarly inquiry. The
Fifth Edition includes more coverage of: epistemological and ontological positioning in relation to
the research question and chosen methodology; case study, PAR, visual and online methods in
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qualitative research; qualitative and quantitative data analysis software; and in quantitative methods
more on power analysis to determine sample size, and more coverage of experimental and survey
designs; and updated with the latest thinking and research in mixed methods.

qualitative and quantitative methods: Mixing Methods: Qualitative and Quantitative
Research Julia Brannen, 2017-07-12 This book focuses on a key issue in the methodology of the
social and behavioural sciences: the mixing of different research methods. The extent to which
qualitative and quantitative research differ from one another has long been a subject of debate.
Although many methodologists have concluded that the two approaches are not mutually exclusive,
there are few books on either the theory or the practice of mixing methods. Mixing Methods:
Qualitative and Quantitative Research presents a comprehensive discussion of the theoretical,
methodological and practical issues. It also covers a number of case studies of research which have
successfully combined qualitative and quantitative approaches. Contributors include sociologists
who have written extensively on the methodology of the social sciences and researchers who have
concerned themselves with important social policy issues in the fields of further education,
community services and household finances.

qualitative and quantitative methods: Integrating Qualitative and Quantitative Methods
David L. Morgan, 2013-06-21 Focusing on research designs for projects that collect both qualitative
and quantitative data, David L. Morgan’s Integrating Qualitative and Quantitative Methods: A
Pragmatic Approach discusses strategies for bringing qualitative and quantitative methods together
so that their combined strengths accomplish more than is possible with a single method. The
approach is broadly interdisciplinary, reflecting the interest in mixed methods research across the
social sciences. In contrast to an “anything goes” approach or a naive hope that “two methods are
better than one,” the author argues that projects using mixed methods must pay even more attention
to research design than single method approaches. The book’s practical emphasis on mixed methods
makes it useful both to active researchers and to students who intend to pursue such a career.
Chapter 1 is available for review on the publisher's website, and provides a comprehensive
introduction that is appropriate for assessing the overall content of this informative book.

qualitative and quantitative methods: Applied Business Research R. Y. Cavana, Brian L.
Delahaye, Uma Sekaran, 2001 Include[s]: the main research philosophies and paradigms; preparing
research proposals; evaluating business research articles and reports; a deeper examination of the
quantitative research applications and methods; a more integrated and practical coverage of
qualitative research; Australian and New Zealand examples of business research; and a fuller
coverage of ethics in business research--Pref.

qualitative and quantitative methods: Using Qualitative Methods in Organizational Research
Thomas Lee, 1999 Offering a broad description of qualitative research, this book facilitates the
integration of qualitative and quantitative methods in organizational research. It examines the
methods and tactics for both generating and testing management theories, including guidelines for
deciding whether to use qualitative methods and overviews of four specific research designs. It
describes how qualitative data is collected and analyzed and when and how to quantitatively analyze
qualitative data. The author articulates the critical roles for reliability and validity and in the final
chapter offers conclusions and recommendations for writing articles that report qualitative studies.

qualitative and quantitative methods: Selecting the Right Analyses for Your Data W. Paul
Vogt, Elaine R. Vogt, Dianne C. Gardner, Lynne M. Haeffele, 2014-04-30 What are the most effective
methods to code and analyze data for a particular study? This thoughtful and engaging book reviews
the selection criteria for coding and analyzing any set of data--whether qualitative, quantitative,
mixed, or visual. The authors systematically explain when to use verbal, numerical, graphic, or
combined codes, and when to use qualitative, quantitative, graphic, or mixed-methods modes of
analysis. Chapters on each topic are organized so that researchers can read them sequentially or
can easily flip and find answers to specific questions. Nontechnical discussions of cutting-edge
approaches--illustrated with real-world examples--emphasize how to choose (rather than how to
implement) the various analyses. The book shows how using the right analysis methods leads to



more justifiable conclusions and more persuasive presentations of research results. User-Friendly
Features *Chapter-opening preview boxes that highlight useful topics addressed. *End-of-chapter
summary tables recapping the 'dos and don'ts' and advantages and disadvantages of each analytic
technique. *Annotated suggestions for further reading and technical resources on each topic. See
also Vogt et al.'s When to Use What Research Design, which addresses the design and sampling
decisions that occur prior to data collection.

qualitative and quantitative methods: A Tale of Two Cultures Gary Goertz, James
Mahoney, 2012 Some in the social sciences argue that the same logic applies to both qualitative and
quantitative methods. In A Tale of Two Cultures, Gary Goertz and James Mahoney demonstrate that
these two paradigms constitute different cultures, each internally coherent yet marked by
contrasting norms, practices, and toolkits. They identify and discuss major differences between
these two traditions that touch nearly every aspect of social science research, including design,
goals, causal effects and models, concepts and measurement, data analysis, and case selection.
Although focused on the differences between qualitative and quantitative research, Goertz and
Mahoney also seek to promote toleration, exchange, and learning by enabling scholars to think
beyond their own culture and see an alternative scientific worldview. This book is written in an
easily accessible style and features a host of real-world examples to illustrate methodological points.

qualitative and quantitative methods: Research Design John W. Creswell, 1994-05-23 This
book provides the basis for deciding whether to use a qualitative or quantitative approach for the
design of a research study and how to write up the results of a study for a journal article or
dissertation. Addressing these issues, the author offers a guide to the major design decisions, such
as deciding upon a paradigm, stating the purpose of the study, identifying the research questions
and hypotheses, using theory and defining and stating the significance of the study.

qualitative and quantitative methods: Social Research Methods H. Russell Bernard,
2012-03-02 This text provides a comprehensive guide to doing research in the social and behavioral
sciences—from research design and sampling to collecting and analyzing data. Rich in examples, the
book has been revised and updated to provide today’'s students with a conceptual understanding of
each qualitative and quantitative technique, as well as showing them how to use it. The main
strength of this text is coverage of both quantitative and qualitative methodology from a broad range
of fields. The examples are often my students’ favorite thing to discuss in class. -Erica B. Gibson,
University of South Carolina Bernard does an excellent job of not only showing how to practice
research but also provides a detailed discussion of broader historical and philosophical contexts that
are important for understanding research. -Julian Kilker, University of Nevada, Las Vegas The depth
of detailed descriptions (foundations of social research; interviewing, participant observation, field
notes, and data analysis) go beyond other texts...the organization is superb. -Benedict ]J. Colombi,
University of Arizona

qualitative and quantitative methods: Research Methods for Everyday Life Scott W.
VanderStoep, Deidre D. Johnson, 2008-12-22 This book offers an innovative introduction to social
research. The book explores all stages of the research process and it features both quantitative and
qualitative methods. Research design topics include sampling techniques, choosing a research
design, and determining research question that inform public opinion and direct future studies.
Throughout the book, the authors provide vivid and engaging examples that reinforce the reading
and understanding of social science research. Your Turn boxes contain activities that allow students
to practice research skills, such as sampling, naturalistic observation, survey collection, coding,
analysis, and report writing.

qualitative and quantitative methods: Doing a Successful Research Project Martin Brett
Davies, Nathan Hughes, 2014-03-11 This straightforward, student-friendly guide contains all the
practical advice for successfully undertaking a research project, leading students through all the
stages of the research process. The second edition of this no-nonsense textbook supports students in
conducting their own research projects, whatever discipline they are from. Describing processes,
tools and strategies in a simple, succinct way, it supports the reader carefully through the planning




and design stages, to implementation, analysis and completion. Doing a Successful Research Project
is suitable for an interdisciplinary audience all over the world. It is aimed at undergraduate and
postgraduate students undertaking a research project or dissertation across the social sciences,
applied social sciences, education, health and business studies. It can also be used as essential or
complimentary reading on modules on qualitative and quantitative research and research
design.“br/> New to this Edition: - Enhanced coverage of essential topics, including research ethics,
the literature review and online methodologies - Increased coverage on quantitative methods - New
up-to-date examples of real-life research studies - Broadened scope to encourage appeal to a wide
range of academic disciplines

qualitative and quantitative methods: The Research Imagination Paul S. Gray, John B.
Williamson, David A. Karp, John R. Dalphin, 2007-08-13 The idea that science is a blueprint for
research, and imagination gives research its life and purpose inspired this comprehensive
explanation of research methodology. The authors' decades of experience have revealed that
research is a craft requiring judgment and creativity, not simply memorization and application of the
rules of science. Whether one is conducting an intimate one-on-one interview or a large-scale
examination of an entire society, human imagination and scientific principles of inquiry go hand in
hand. To that end, this book emphasizes scientific method, but also acknowledges its critics. It
covers a wide variety of data-collection techniques, but presents them as reinforcing rather than
competing with one another, thus striking a balance between qualitative and quantitative methods.
It is designed for students and instructors who want a comprehensive treatment of a variety of
research techniques with special emphasis on qualitative approaches.

qualitative and quantitative methods: Social Research Methods William Lawrence
Neuman, 1997 Includes bibliographical references and index.

qualitative and quantitative methods: Research Design John W. Creswell, 2013-03-14 This
edition for sale in USA and Canada only. The book that has helped more than 150,000 students and
researchers prepare their plan or proposal for a scholarly journal article, dissertation or thesis has
been revised and updated while maintaining all the features that made the first edition so popular.
New to this edition: - Because mixed method research has come into its own since the publication of
the first edition, every chapter now shows how to implement a mixed method design in your
proposal or plan as well as showing how to do the other two (qualitative and quantitative)
approaches - Ethical issues that may arise in quantitative, qualitative and mixed methods designs
have been added to a new section in Chapter 3 - Writing tips and considerations have been expanded
and moved to the first part of the book to get your research plan started in the right direction - The
latest developments in qualitative inquiry, including advocacy, participatory, and emancipatory
approaches have been added to Chapter 10 - Mixed Method Procedures (Chapter 11) show readers
how to identify the type of mixed method strategy, select the data collection and analysis
approaches, and plan the overall structure of the study Examples, drawn from various disciplinary
fields, are used throughout the book to deepen the readers understanding of the discussion. These
include examples of studies with marginalized individuals in our society that reflect issues in social
justice in addition to the traditional samples and populations studied by social researchers.

qualitative and quantitative methods: Mixed Methods Research Isadore Newman, Carolyn S.
Ridenour, 2008-04-03 In Mixed Methods Research: Exploring the Interactive Continuum, the second
edition of Qualitative-Quantitative Research Methodology, authors Carolyn S. Ridenour and Isadore
Newman reject the artificial dichotomy between qualitative and quantitative research strategies in
the social and behavioral sciences and argue that the two approaches are neither mutually exclusive
nor interchangeable; rather, the actual relationship between the two paradigms is one of isolated
events on a continuum of scientific inquiry. In their original model for research—the “interactive
continuum”—Ridenour and Newman emphasize four major points: that the research question
dictates the selection of research methods; that consistency between question and design can lead
to a method of critiquing research studies in journals; that the interactive continuum model is built
around the place of theory; and that the assurance of validity of research is central to all studies.




With this edition, the authors incorporate the concept of research purpose into their analysis. To
contextualize their new argument and to propose strategies for enhancement, Ridenour and
Newman review the historical and contemporary debates around research frameworks and define
the nature of scientific validity. Establishing five criteria that render a study “scientific,” they
propose ways to strengthen validity in research design. They argue that by employing multiple
methods, researchers may enhance the quality of their research outcomes. By integrating the
quantitative research standards of internal and external validity and the qualitative research
standards of trustworthiness, Ridenour and Newman suggest a principle for mixed methods
research. Ridenour and Newman apply this theoretical concept to a systematic analysis of four
published research studies, with special emphasis on the consistency among research purpose,
question, and design. Ridenour and Newman have completely rewritten their conclusions in light of
their evolving analyses. They incorporate their most recent ideas into the qualitative-quantitative
continuum and emphasize the “model of consistency” as key for research to meet the standard of
“scientific.” This book occupies a vital place at the junction of methodological theory and scientific
practice and makes connections between the traditionally separate realms of quantitative and
qualitative research.

qualitative and quantitative methods: Qualitative-quantitative Research Methodology
Isadore Newman, Carolyn R. Benz, 1998 Through graphic and narrative descriptions, Newman and
Benz show research to be a holistic endeavor in the world of inquiry. To clarify their argument, they
provide a diagram of the qualitative-quantitative interactive continuum showing that qualitative
analysis with its feedback loops can easily modify the types of research questions asked in
quantitative analysis research and that the quantitative analysis results and its feedback can change
what will be asked qualitatively.

qualitative and quantitative methods: Research Methods in Politics Roger Pierce,
2008-04-28 Packed with features to promote learning this text is ideal for use on an introductory
methods course or for readers carrying out their own research project. It presents: - an overview of
the philosophy and principles of research - qualitative and quantitative research methods and
research design - a critical review of selected methods - methods of gathering information, such as
interviews and focus groups, and discusses issues associated with ensuring quality of information -
appropriate methods for analysing and interpreting data, and covers the process of communicating
research. The inclusion of chapter objectives, regular summaries, questions for discussion and tasks
and assignments, makes this the must-have text for researching politics.

qualitative and quantitative methods: Qualitative and Quantitative Methods in Evaluation
Research Evaluation Research Society, 1979 Evaluation researchers, traditionally considered to be
users of quantitative methods, are now actively exploring the qualitative aspects of the performance
of the programmes they are evaluating. Rather than argue the validity of either the quantitative or
the qualitative approach, most of the noted contributors to this volume conclude that both are
required for comprehensive evaluation.
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