
plant physiology explained

plant physiology explained offers a detailed exploration into the essential functions and
processes that sustain plant life. This scientific discipline investigates how plants grow,
reproduce, respond to their environment, and convert energy to support their survival.
Understanding plant physiology is crucial for advancements in agriculture, horticulture,
and environmental science, as it provides insights into plant health, productivity, and
adaptation. Key concepts include photosynthesis, respiration, water and nutrient
transport, hormone regulation, and stress responses. This article delves into these areas,
breaking down complex mechanisms into clear explanations. The following sections
provide a comprehensive overview of plant physiological processes, enabling a deeper
appreciation of plant biology and its applications.

Photosynthesis and Energy Conversion

Water Relations and Nutrient Transport

Plant Hormones and Growth Regulation

Environmental Responses and Adaptations

Reproductive Physiology and Development

Photosynthesis and Energy Conversion
Photosynthesis is the cornerstone of plant physiology, responsible for converting light
energy into chemical energy stored in glucose. This process occurs primarily in the
chloroplasts of leaf cells and involves the transformation of carbon dioxide and water into
oxygen and carbohydrates. Photosynthesis not only fuels plant growth but also supports
life on Earth by producing oxygen and forming the base of most food chains.

The Light-Dependent Reactions
During the light-dependent reactions, chlorophyll pigments absorb sunlight, exciting
electrons that travel through the electron transport chain. This movement generates ATP
and NADPH, energy-rich molecules essential for the next stage of photosynthesis. Water
molecules are split in this phase, releasing oxygen as a byproduct.

The Calvin Cycle
The Calvin cycle, also known as the light-independent reactions, utilizes ATP and NADPH
to fix carbon dioxide into organic molecules. Through a series of enzymatic steps, carbon



dioxide is incorporated into glucose, which serves as an energy source for the plant and
other organisms.

Factors Affecting Photosynthesis
Several environmental and internal factors influence photosynthetic efficiency, including
light intensity, carbon dioxide concentration, temperature, and water availability.
Understanding these variables helps optimize conditions for plant growth in agricultural
systems.

Light intensity drives the rate of photosynthesis up to a saturation point.

Carbon dioxide concentration affects the rate of carbon fixation.

Temperature influences enzyme activity involved in photosynthesis.

Water stress can limit photosynthetic processes by closing stomata.

Water Relations and Nutrient Transport
Water is vital in plant physiology for maintaining cell turgor, nutrient transport, and
metabolic processes. Plants absorb water primarily through their roots and distribute it
throughout the organism via specialized tissues. Nutrient transport involves the movement
of essential minerals required for growth and development.

Root Water Absorption
Roots take up water from the soil through osmosis, driven by differences in water
potential. Root hairs increase surface area, facilitating efficient water absorption. This
water then travels through the root cortex to reach the vascular system.

Xylem and Phloem Transport
The xylem is responsible for upward water transport from roots to leaves, utilizing
mechanisms like transpiration pull and cohesion-tension. The phloem transports organic
nutrients, mainly sugars, from photosynthetic tissues to other parts of the plant in a
process called translocation.

Mineral Uptake and Assimilation
Essential nutrients such as nitrogen, phosphorus, potassium, and micronutrients are
absorbed from the soil and integrated into plant cells. Active transport mechanisms



regulate mineral uptake to maintain cellular homeostasis and support metabolic functions.

Water absorption occurs via root hairs by osmosis.

Xylem vessels conduct water and dissolved minerals upward.

Phloem sieve tubes distribute organic compounds throughout the plant.

Transpiration regulates water movement and temperature control.

Plant Hormones and Growth Regulation
Plant hormones, or phytohormones, are chemical messengers that regulate growth,
development, and responses to environmental stimuli. These hormones coordinate
processes such as cell division, elongation, differentiation, and stress adaptation, playing a
central role in plant physiology.

Auxins
Auxins promote cell elongation, root initiation, and apical dominance. They modulate
responses to light and gravity, influencing plant orientation and development. Auxins also
regulate gene expression related to growth processes.

Gibberellins
Gibberellins stimulate stem elongation, seed germination, and flowering. They break seed
dormancy and promote enzyme production necessary for mobilizing stored nutrients
during germination.

Other Major Hormones
Cytokinins promote cell division and delay senescence, while abscisic acid mediates stress
responses and stomatal closure during drought. Ethylene influences fruit ripening, leaf
abscission, and response to mechanical stress.

Auxins regulate growth direction and root development.

Gibberellins promote elongation and seed germination.

Cytokinins stimulate cell division and delay aging.

Abscisic acid controls water stress responses.



Ethylene affects fruit ripening and leaf drop.

Environmental Responses and Adaptations
Plants constantly interact with their environment, exhibiting physiological responses to
light, temperature, water availability, and biotic factors. These adaptations are crucial for
survival, reproduction, and competitive success.

Photoperiodism
Photoperiodism refers to a plant’s response to the length of day and night, influencing
flowering and dormancy cycles. Plants are classified as short-day, long-day, or day-neutral
based on their flowering triggers.

Stress Physiology
Plants encounter various stresses such as drought, salinity, and pathogen attacks. They
respond through mechanisms like stomatal regulation, osmolyte accumulation, and
activation of defense pathways to mitigate damage and maintain homeostasis.

Tropisms and Movement
Tropisms are directional growth responses to environmental stimuli, including
phototropism (light), gravitropism (gravity), and thigmotropism (touch). These movements
optimize resource acquisition and structural stability.

Photoperiod influences flowering and seasonal behavior.

Drought stress triggers abscisic acid production and stomatal closure.

Salt stress leads to ion homeostasis and osmotic adjustment.

Pathogen attack activates immune responses and secondary metabolites.

Tropisms ensure optimal positioning of leaves and roots.

Reproductive Physiology and Development
Reproduction in plants involves complex physiological processes that ensure species
continuation through seed and spore formation. Understanding reproductive physiology is



vital for crop improvement and biodiversity conservation.

Flower Development
Flower formation is regulated by genetic and hormonal signals that control the
differentiation of floral organs. The timing and development of flowers affect pollination
success and fruit production.

Pollination and Fertilization
Pollination involves the transfer of pollen from anthers to stigma, leading to fertilization.
This process can be biotic, involving animals, or abiotic, such as wind or water.
Fertilization results in seed and fruit formation.

Seed Development and Germination
Following fertilization, seeds develop containing the embryo and nutrient reserves.
Germination begins when conditions are favorable, involving water uptake, enzyme
activation, and growth resumption.

Flower organ differentiation is hormone-regulated.

Pollination mechanisms vary between species.

Seed maturation includes dormancy establishment.

Germination requires water, oxygen, and appropriate temperature.

Seedling growth resumes photosynthesis for autotrophic nutrition.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is plant physiology?
Plant physiology is the branch of biology that studies the functions and vital processes of
plants, including photosynthesis, respiration, nutrient uptake, and growth.

How do plants perform photosynthesis?
Plants perform photosynthesis by using chlorophyll in their chloroplasts to convert light
energy, carbon dioxide, and water into glucose and oxygen, providing energy for growth
and development.



What role do plant hormones play in growth?
Plant hormones like auxins, gibberellins, cytokinins, ethylene, and abscisic acid regulate
various aspects of growth, development, and responses to environmental stimuli.

How do plants transport water from roots to leaves?
Plants transport water through xylem vessels by a process called transpiration pull, where
water evaporates from leaf surfaces creating negative pressure that draws water upward
from the roots.

What is the significance of stomata in plant physiology?
Stomata are small pores on the leaf surface that regulate gas exchange and water loss by
opening and closing, balancing the plant’s need for carbon dioxide with minimizing water
loss.

How do plants respond to environmental stress?
Plants respond to environmental stress through physiological and biochemical
mechanisms such as closing stomata to reduce water loss, producing stress proteins, and
altering hormone levels to adapt and survive.

Additional Resources
1. Plant Physiology and Development
This comprehensive textbook by Lincoln Taiz and Eduardo Zeiger offers an in-depth
exploration of plant physiological processes and developmental biology. It covers topics
such as photosynthesis, nutrient uptake, hormone signaling, and stress responses. The
book is well-illustrated and integrates molecular biology with whole-plant physiology,
making it ideal for students and researchers alike.

2. Introduction to Plant Physiology
Authored by William G. Hopkins and Norman P.A. Hüner, this book provides a clear and
accessible introduction to the fundamental concepts of plant physiology. It explains
complex processes like water relations, mineral nutrition, and plant responses to
environmental factors in a straightforward manner. This text is suitable for beginners and
those seeking to solidify their understanding of plant functions.

3. Plant Physiology: From Cell to System
This title delves into plant physiology at multiple levels, from cellular mechanisms to
whole-plant systems. It emphasizes the integration of physiological processes and how
plants adapt to their environment. The book includes recent research findings and
practical examples, making it valuable for both students and professionals.

4. Photosynthesis: Physiology and Metabolism
Focused specifically on the photosynthetic process, this book examines the biochemical
and physiological aspects of how plants convert light energy into chemical energy. It
discusses the structure and function of chloroplasts, light reactions, and carbon fixation



pathways. The text is enriched with diagrams and experimental data to enhance
understanding.

5. Plant Water Relations: Understanding Plant Adaptation to Environmental Stress
This book explores how plants manage water uptake, transport, and loss, particularly
under stress conditions such as drought and salinity. It explains the physiological
mechanisms that enable plants to survive and thrive in challenging environments. Readers
will gain insights into stomatal regulation, osmotic adjustment, and hydraulic
conductance.

6. Mineral Nutrition of Higher Plants
This detailed work covers the essential mineral nutrients required by plants and their
physiological roles. It discusses nutrient uptake, transport, deficiency symptoms, and
interactions among minerals. The book also addresses soil-plant relationships and the
impact of fertilization on plant health and productivity.

7. Plant Hormones: Biosynthesis, Signal Transduction, Action!
Focusing on plant hormones, this book explains their biosynthesis, signaling pathways,
and physiological effects on growth and development. It covers auxins, gibberellins,
cytokinins, ethylene, and abscisic acid, among others. The text integrates molecular
biology with physiological responses, illustrating hormone regulation in various plant
processes.

8. Stress Physiology of Plants
This book provides an overview of how plants perceive and respond to biotic and abiotic
stresses. It discusses the physiological and biochemical strategies plants employ to cope
with stress factors like temperature extremes, pathogens, and pollutants. The book is
valuable for understanding plant resilience and improving crop stress tolerance.

9. Plant Cell Physiology and Development
Concentrating on the cellular aspects of plant physiology, this book examines cell
structure, function, and signaling in relation to overall plant development. It covers
membrane transport, cell wall dynamics, and intracellular communication. The book
bridges cellular mechanisms with physiological outcomes, offering a detailed perspective
on plant biology.
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Physiology, Biochemistry and related Plant Sciences. Right from nutrient analysis in plants, it covers
estimations of macromolecules, such as amino acids, proteins, nucleic acids and metabolites of fatty
acid metabolism. Protocols for the assay of various enzymes of nitrogen metabolism, ammonia
assimilation, photosynthetic CO2-fixation, reactive oxygen species, carbohydrate, phosphorus and
energy metabolism have been elucidated in the book. Special emphasis has also been given to
techniques on specific topics such as Electrophoresis, Molecular Biology, Histo-enzymology,
Symbiotic Nitrogen Fixation and assay of plant growth hormones. Thus the present book is one stop
solution for all important techniques and analytical methods for students and research workers
engaged in plant sciences and agricultural research.
  plant physiology explained: Analysis of Growth: Behavior of Plants and Their Organs VA F.C.
Steward, 2012-12-02 Plant Physiology, Volume VA: Analysis of Growth: Behavior of Plants and their
Organs describes the main events of growth as seen through the behavior of plants and their organs
at an organismal level. This book discusses the quantitative interpretation of growth; the effects of
environmental factors; the treatment of tropism; and the effects of many exogenous
growth-regulating compounds. Organized into five chapters, the book initially describes
mathematically the plant growth mechanisms as they relate to the factors that determine
morphogenesis. The text also discusses methods for assessing the effects of external conditions and
of age on certain important physiological aspects of plant growth. The subsequent chapter deals
with phyllotaxis as a selected aspect of the interpretation of growth and form. The third chapter
describes various phototropically and geotropically sensitive systems impinge upon on plant growth.
This chapter also covers some reversible nastic movements of organs and the tactic movements of
free swimming cells. The next chapter deals with relations between the chemical structure of
synthetic compounds and their biological action. The last chapter focuses on the modulation of
growth and development by features of the environment and also upon experimental manipulation
and under controlled conditions of growth. This volume is an invaluable resource for plant biologists,
physiologists, and researchers.
  plant physiology explained: Advances in Plant Physiology (Vol.15) A. Hemantaranjan,
2014-12-01 In view of changes in the global environment, it is important to determine and
developing technologies to ameliorate metabolic limitations by biological processes most sensitive to
abiotic stress factors warning crop productivity. It is reaffirmed that publishing the important
Treatise Series has been undertaken with a view to identify the inadequacies under varied
environments and to scientifically extend precise and meaningful research so that the significant
outcomes including new technologies are judiciously applied for requisite productivity, profitability
and sustainability of agriculture. Besides this, meticulous research in some of the very sensible and
stirring areas of Plant Physiology-Plant Molecular Physiology are indispensably needed for holistic
development of agriculture and crop production in different agro-climatic zones. Ardently, this is
also to focus upon excellent new ideas ensuring the best science done across the full extent of
modern plant biology, in general, and plant physiology, in particular. In Volume 14, with inventive
applied research, attempts have been made to bring together much needed eighteen remarkable
review articles distributed in three appropriate major sections of Nutriophysiology and Crop
Productivity, Plant Responses to Changing Environment and Environmental Stresses and
Technological Innovations in Agriculture written by thirty four praiseworthy contributors of
eminence in unequivocal fields mainly from premier institutions of India and abroad. In reality, the
Volume 14 of the Treatise Series is wealth for interdisciplinary exchange of information particularly
in the field of nutriophysiology and abiotic stresses for planning meaningful research and related
education programmes in these thrust areas. Apart from fulfilling the heightened need of this kind of
select edition in different volumes for research teams and scientists engaged in various facets of
research in Plant Physiology/Plant Sciences in traditional and agricultural universities, institutes and
research laboratories throughout the world, it would be tremendously a productive reference book
for acquiring advanced knowledge by post-graduate and Ph.D. scholars in response to the innovative
courses in Plant Physiology, Plant Biochemistry, Plant Molecular Biology, Plant Biotechnology,



Environ-mental Sciences, Plant Pathology, Microbiology, Soil Science & Agricultural Chemistry,
Agronomy, Horticulture, and Botany.
  plant physiology explained: The Physiology of Flowering Plants Helgi Öpik, Stephen A.
Rolfe, 2005-04-14 This latest edition of The Physiology of Flowering Plants has been completely
updated to cover the explosion of interest in plant biology. A whole-plant approach has been used to
produce an integrated view of plant function, covering both the fundamentals of whole plant
physiology and the latest developments in molecular biology. New developments in molecular
techniques are explained within practical applications such as genetically modified plants. The book
further examines: - photosynthesis, respiration, plant growth and development - nutrition, water
relations, photomorphogenesis and stress physiology - function, with particular attention to
adaptations to different habitats. Each chapter is fully referenced with suggestions for
complementary reading including references to original research papers. The Physiology of
Flowering Plants is an ideal textbook for undergraduate and postgraduate courses in plant biology.
  plant physiology explained: Plant Analysis D Reuter, JB Robinson, 1997 Plant Analysis: An
Interpretation Manual 2nd Edition is an easily accessible compilation of data summarising the range
of nutrient concentration limits for crops, pastures, vegetables, fruit trees, vines, ornamentals and
forest species. This information is valuable in assessing the effectiveness of fertiliser programs and
for monitoring longer term changes in crop nutritional status. New to this edition: *Volume and
scope of information accessed from the literature has expanded several-fold. Interpretation criteria
for 294 species have been compiled in the tables from more than 1872 published papers. *New
chapter on nutrient criteria for forest species. *Includes guidelines for collecting, handling and
analysing plant material. An entire chapter is devoted to the identification of nutrient deficiency and
toxicity symptoms.
  plant physiology explained: Educart ICSE Semester 1 Physics, Chemistry and Biology
Class 10 Sample Papers MCQ Book For 2021 Exam (Based on 26th Aug ICSE Specimen
Paper) Educart, Our ICSE Physics, Chemistry and Biology Semester 1 Sample Paper MCQ Book
includes 10 Sample Papers (Solved & Unsolved) for maximum 2021 Semester 1 practice with MCQs
that are based on the latest paper pattern. After 7 quality checks, these books make the most
preferred final revision book for ICSE Boards.
  plant physiology explained: Pesticides Documentation Bulletin , 1969
  plant physiology explained: Plant Genome Analysis Techniques Annette Colbert, 1995
  plant physiology explained: Stress-Induced Gene Expression in Plants Amarjit Basra,
1994-09-21 Researchers from North America and Western Europe discuss the state of the art
research on gene expression in plants as affected by various stresses such as water deficit, seed
dessication, anoxia, salinity, temperature extremes, heavy metals, air pollutants, and infection by
pathogens. They also look at the possibilities of exploiting genes that regulate ozone resistance and
the ingenious molecular strategies that have been developed by plants for dealing with pathogen
attack. Annotation copyright by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
  plant physiology explained: Carotenoids: Carotenoid and Apocarotenoid Analysis , 2022-07-22
Carotenoids: Carotenoid and Apocarotenoid Analysis, Volume 670, the latest release in the Methods
in Enzymology series, highlights new advances in the field, with this new volume covering Getting to
know carotenoids, Laser capture of tissues for micro-scale carotenoid analyses, Metabolic
engineering of carotenoids: procedures for metabolomic characterization, LC-MS analysis of
intracellular metabolites for precursors to the carotenoid pathway, Use of E. coli to produce
carotenoid standards, HPLC analysis of carotenoids from Bacteria, Purification and development of
standards for carotenoid quantification in plant tissues, and much more. Additional sections in this
release cover Ultra-High Performance Liquid Chromatography-Mass Spectrometry Analysis of Plant
Apocarotenoids, Detection and analysis of novel and known volatile plant apocarotenoids,
Carotenoid extraction, detection, and analysis in citrus, Strategies For The Separation And Tentative
Identification Of Geometrical (Cis/Trans, Z/E) Isomers Of Carotenoids, Use of stable isotopes to
study bioconversion and bioefficacy of pro-vitamin A carotenoids, Carotenoid extraction and analysis



of blood plasma/serum, and more. - Provides the authority and expertise of leading contributors from
an international board of authors - Presents the latest release in the Methods in Enzymology series -
Includes the latest information on Carotenoids: Carotenoid and Apocarotenoid Analysis
  plant physiology explained: The Illinois Agriculturist , 1921
  plant physiology explained: Bibliography of Agriculture , 1972
  plant physiology explained: Handbook of Plant and Crop Stress, Fourth Edition Mohammad
Pessarakli, 2019-08-06 Since the publication of the third edition of the Handbook of Plant and Crop
Stress, continuous discoveries in the fields of plant and crop environmental stresses and their effects
on plants and crops have resulted in the compilation of a large volume of the latest discoveries.
Following its predecessors, this fourth edition offers a unique and comprehensive collection of topics
in the fields of plant and crop stress. This new edition contains more than 80% new material, and the
remaining 20% has been updated and revised substantially. This volume presents 10 comprehensive
sections that include information on soil salinity and sodicity problems; tolerance mechanisms and
stressful conditions; plant/crop responses; plant/crop responses under pollution and heavy metal;
plant/crop responses under biotic stress; genetic factors and plant/crop genomics under stress
conditions; plant/crop breeding under stress conditions; empirical investigations; improving
tolerance; and beneficial aspects of stressors. Features: Provides exhaustive coverage written by an
international panel of experts in the field of agriculture, particularly in plant/crop stress areas
Contains 40 new chapters and 10 extensively revised and expanded chapters Includes three new
sections on plant breeding, stress exerted to weeds by plants, and beneficial aspects of stress on
plants/crops Numerous case studies With contributions from 100 scientists and experts from 20
countries, this Handbook provides a comprehensive resource for research and for university courses,
covering soil salinity/sodicity issues and plant/crop physiological responses under environmental
stress conditions ranging from cellular aspects to whole plants. The content can be used to plan,
implement, and evaluate strategies to mitigate plant/crop stress problems. This new edition includes
numerous tables, figures, and illustrations to facilitate comprehension of the material as well as
thousands of index words to further increase accessibility to the desired information.
  plant physiology explained: High Performance Liquid Chromatography in
Phytochemical Analysis Monika Waksmundzka-Hajnos, Joseph Sherma, 2010-11-08 The powerful,
efficient technique of high performance liquid chromatography (HPLC) is essential to the
standardization of plant-based drugs, identification of plant material, and creation of new herbal
medicines. Filling the void in this critical area, High Performance Liquid Chromatography in
Phytochemical Analysis is the first book to give a comp
  plant physiology explained: Grasslands, Systems Analysis and Man A. I. Breymeyer,
George M. van Dyne, 1980-03-20 This 1980 book was a synthesis of much of the recent work on the
functioning of grassland ecosystems at the time.
  plant physiology explained: Translational Genomics for Crop Breeding, Volume 2 Rajeev
Varshney, Roberto Tuberosa, 2013-09-13 Genomic Applications for Crop Breeding: Abiotic Stress,
Quality and Yield Improvement is the second of two volumes looking at the latest advances in
genomic applications to crop breeding. This volume focuses on advances improving crop resistance
to abiotic stresses such as extreme heat, drought, flooding as well as advances made in quality and
yield improvement. Chapters examine advances in such key crops as rice, maize, and sugarcane,
among others. Genomic Applications for Crop Breeding: Abiotic Stress, Quality and Yield
Improvement complements the earlier volume on biotic stressors and will be an essential purchase
for those interested in crop science and food production.
  plant physiology explained: Environmental Analysis of Contaminated Sites Geoffrey I.
Sunahara, Agnès Y. Renoux, Claude Thellen, Connie L. Gaudet, Adrien Pilon, 2002-03-12 Die
Bioremediation ist ein Verfahren, bei dem biologische Verfahren eingesetzt werden, um industrielle
Schadstoffe in verschiedenen Ökosystemen wieder in den natürlichen Stoffkreislauf zurückzuführen.
Ob die Bioremediation erfolgreich ist oder nicht, hängt entscheidend vom Verständnis des
biotechnologischen Prozesses und von den Stärken und Schwächen der eingesetzten



ökotoxikologischen Verfahren ab. Environmental Analysis of Contaminated Sites diskutiert
umweltanalytische Verfahren und Methoden zur Bewertung der erfolgreichen Sanierung
kontaminierter Bodensysteme. Ein nützlicher Leitfaden, der diese komplexe Thematik umfassend
behandelt, indem er Ökotoxizitätstests für den Bodenschutz, die Bioremediation und die
Risikobewertung der Umweltgefährdung miteinander verbindet. Darüber hinaus beschreibt er das
Zusammenwirken von ökotoxikologischer Labor- und Felduntersuchung, Biotechnologie Consultants
und verschiedenen internationalen Umweltkontrollbehörden und erklärt, wie sie gemeinsam an
einer erfolgreichen Auswertung sanierter Umweltsysteme arbeiten. Mit zahlreichen Fallstudien zu
erfolgreichen und gescheiterten Projekten.
  plant physiology explained: High-Throughput Plant Metabolomics Jen-Tsung Chen,
2025-06-27 This book summarizes the current achievements of metabolomics in revealing the roles
of primary and secondary metabolisms of plants both used as major crops and for the production of
medicines. It presents methods and applications of metabolomics for the exploration of stress
responses, which may pave the way for obtaining climate-smart and stress-tolerant crops able to
face biotic and abiotic stressors in a globally-changing climate. These technologies can advance the
exploration of plant physiology as well as precision crop breeding for future anti-stress, high-quality,
and high-yield plants and in doing so can achieve sustainable agriculture and therefore support the
Sustainable Development Goals, the Paris Agreement, and the vision of sustainable agriculture. This
book is an ideal reference for students, researchers, teachers, professors, and experts in the field of
plant science and crop breeding. It provides an effective overview of the critical topic of plant
science and will help to inspire and assist researchers as they design new experiments and methods.
  plant physiology explained: Lotus japonicus Handbook J. Stougaard, Antonio J. Márquez, M.
Udvardi, M. Parniske, H. Spaink, G. Saalbach, J. Webb, M. Chiurazzi, A.J. Márquez, 2006-01-27
Legumes are very important plants playing a central role in biological research. They are a key
component of sustainable agricultural systems because of symbiotic nitrogen fixation and other
beneficial symbiosis with mycorrhizal fungi. Studies on most of the major leguminous crops are
hampered by large genome sizes and other disadvantages which have hindered the isolation and
characterisation of genes with important roles in legume biology and agriculture. For this reason
Lotus japonicus was chosen as a model species for legume research some ten years ago. Since then,
many groups around the world have adopted Lotus as a model and have developed numerous
resources and protocols to facilitate basic and applied research on this species. This handbook
represents the first effort to compile basic descriptions and methods for research in Lotus, including
symbiotic processes, cell and molecular biology protocols, functional genomics, mutants, gene
tagging and genetic analysis, transformation and reverse genetic analysis, primary and secondary
metabolism, and an exhaustive update of the scientific literature available on this plant.
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