
polarization us politics

polarization us politics has become one of the defining features of the American political landscape in recent
decades. This phenomenon refers to the growing ideological divide and increasing hostility between political
parties and their supporters. Polarization in US politics affects legislative processes, electoral behavior,
media consumption, and public discourse, often leading to gridlock and social fragmentation. Understanding the
causes, impacts, and potential solutions to polarization is critical for fostering a more functional and
inclusive democracy. This article explores the history, drivers, consequences, and possible remedies of political
polarization in the United States, providing a comprehensive overview for readers interested in the dynamics
shaping contemporary American governance and society.
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Historical Context of Polarization in US Politics

The history of polarization in US politics reveals a cyclical pattern of ideological shifts and realignments.
While political differences have always existed, the current level of polarization is more intense and persistent
than in much of the 20th century. Examining key historical periods helps to contextualize the present divisions.

Early Political Divides and Party Formation

From the founding of the republic, US politics featured deep ideological disputes, such as those between
Federalists and Anti-Federalists. Over time, political parties evolved through various stages, including the
emergence of the Democratic and Republican parties in the 19th century, often reflecting sectional and economic
interests.

Post-World War II Era to Late 20th Century

Following World War II, American politics experienced a period of relative moderation and bipartisan
cooperation. The New Deal coalition and the civil rights movement reshaped party alignments, but polarization
remained limited compared to today. The late 20th century saw the beginning of ideological sorting and
increasing partisan loyalty.

Rise of Contemporary Polarization

Since the 1990s, polarization in US politics intensified significantly. Factors such as the realignment of the
South, the influence of interest groups, and changes in electoral strategies contributed to a more divided
political environment. The rise of partisan media and social media platforms further entrenched divisions.



Causes of Political Polarization

Multiple factors drive polarization in US politics, ranging from institutional structures to social dynamics.
Understanding these causes is essential to addressing the challenges posed by political division.

Electoral System and Gerrymandering

The US electoral system, particularly single-member districts and first-past-the-post voting, tends to favor
two major parties and can amplify polarization. Gerrymandering, the manipulation of electoral boundaries for
partisan advantage, has led to safer districts, encouraging more extreme candidates and reducing incentives for
compromise.

Media Fragmentation and Partisan News

The media landscape plays a critical role in polarization by shaping public opinion. The proliferation of partisan
news outlets and social media algorithms that promote echo chambers contribute to ideological segregation
and reinforce existing biases.

Social Identity and Cultural Issues

Polarization is often fueled by social and cultural identities, such as race, religion, and geographic location.
Cultural issues like immigration, gun rights, and gender equality have become highly politicized, creating
emotional and identity-driven political alignments that deepen divisions.

Economic Inequality and Political Discontent

Rising economic inequality and perceived disenfranchisement have contributed to political polarization by
fostering distrust in institutions and increasing support for populist and extremist positions. Economic
grievances often translate into polarized political preferences.

Impact of Polarization on Governance

Polarization in US politics significantly affects how government functions, influencing policymaking,
legislative behavior, and public trust in institutions.

Legislative Gridlock and Partisan Conflict

Highly polarized legislatures often struggle to pass bipartisan legislation, resulting in gridlock and
inefficiency. Partisan conflict can stall important reforms and erode the ability of government to respond
effectively to national challenges.

Decline in Political Compromise

The willingness to compromise has diminished as parties prioritize ideological purity and electoral advantage.
This decline undermines the collaborative spirit essential for democratic governance and exacerbates political
tensions.



Effects on Public Trust and Civic Engagement

Polarization can erode public trust in government institutions and increase political cynicism. While it may
energize certain voter bases, it can also discourage moderate and disengaged citizens from participating in the
political process.

Polarization and Media Influence

The media environment plays a pivotal role in shaping and reinforcing polarization in US politics. The
interaction between media consumption and political attitudes creates feedback loops that deepen divides.

Rise of Partisan News Networks

News outlets that explicitly cater to partisan audiences have grown in prominence, providing biased coverage
that often amplifies political conflicts and demonizes opposing viewpoints. This trend encourages selective
exposure and confirmation bias.

Social Media Algorithms and Echo Chambers

Social media platforms use algorithms designed to maximize engagement, often by showing users content aligned
with their preferences. This fosters echo chambers where users are exposed primarily to like-minded opinions,
reducing exposure to diverse perspectives.

Impact on Political Discourse

The media’s role in polarization affects public discourse by increasing hostility and reducing opportunities for
constructive dialogue. Online platforms sometimes incentivize sensationalism and misinformation, further
complicating efforts to bridge divides.

Social and Cultural Dimensions of Polarization

Polarization in US politics is not solely about policy disagreements but also involves deeper social and
cultural cleavages that shape political identities and behaviors.

Identity Politics and Group Polarization

Political polarization often aligns with social identities such as race, ethnicity, religion, and region. Group
polarization occurs when like-minded individuals reinforce each other’s views, leading to more extreme positions
and reduced willingness to engage with opposing groups.

Geographic Sorting and Urban-Rural Divide

Geographic polarization reflects the clustering of politically similar populations in certain areas,
particularly the divide between urban and rural communities. These geographic patterns contribute to differing
political priorities and worldviews.



Impact on Social Cohesion

The cultural dimensions of polarization affect social cohesion by increasing mistrust and social distance
between different groups. This can undermine community relationships and the broader social fabric.

Strategies to Mitigate Polarization

Addressing polarization in US politics requires multifaceted strategies involving institutional reforms, media
literacy, and efforts to promote dialogue and understanding across divides.

Electoral and Institutional Reforms

Reforms such as redistricting commissions, ranked-choice voting, and campaign finance regulation can reduce
incentives for extreme partisanship and encourage more moderate candidates.

Promoting Media Literacy and Diverse Information Sources

Increasing public awareness about media bias and encouraging consumption of diverse and reliable information
sources can help counteract the effects of partisan media and social media echo chambers.

Community Engagement and Dialogue Initiatives

Programs that facilitate civil dialogue and interaction between individuals from different political and social
backgrounds can reduce stereotypes and foster mutual understanding.

Educational Approaches

Integrating critical thinking, civics education, and conflict resolution skills into educational curricula can
prepare citizens to navigate complex political environments more effectively.

Independent redistricting commissions

Ranked-choice voting systems

Media literacy campaigns

Civic dialogue and community forums

Enhanced civics education

Frequently Asked Questions

What is political polarization in the US?

Political polarization in the US refers to the growing ideological divide and partisan animosity between



Democrats and Republicans, leading to decreased cooperation and increased conflict in politics.

What are the main causes of polarization in US politics?

The main causes include ideological sorting, media fragmentation, social identity politics, gerrymandering, and
increased partisan media consumption.

How does polarization affect US governance?

Polarization often leads to legislative gridlock, reduced bipartisan cooperation, and difficulties in passing
laws, which can hinder effective governance.

Has polarization in the US increased over time?

Yes, polarization has significantly increased over the past few decades, especially since the 1990s, with
political parties becoming more ideologically distinct.

What role does social media play in US political polarization?

Social media amplifies polarization by creating echo chambers, spreading misinformation, and encouraging
partisan engagement and hostility.

How does polarization impact elections in the US?

Polarization often leads to more extreme candidates winning primaries, increased voter turnout among partisan
bases, and more divisive and contentious election campaigns.

Can political polarization in the US be reduced?

Reducing polarization may involve electoral reforms, promoting cross-party dialogue, media literacy
education, and encouraging bipartisan cooperation.

What is the difference between ideological and affective polarization?

Ideological polarization refers to differences in policy preferences, while affective polarization is the emotional
animosity and distrust between members of different political parties.

How does polarization affect public opinion in the US?

Polarization can lead to more rigid and extreme public opinions, decreased trust in opposing parties, and
increased social division among citizens.

What impact does polarization have on US democracy?

Polarization can weaken democratic norms, increase political violence risks, reduce compromise, and undermine
public trust in democratic institutions.

Additional Resources
1. Why We're Polarized by Ezra Klein
This book explores the structural and psychological forces driving political polarization in the United
States. Klein examines how identity politics, media, and institutional changes have contributed to the widening
divide between Democrats and Republicans. The author argues that polarization is deeply rooted in the way



Americans perceive their political identities and the incentives created by the political system.

2. The Polarizers: Postwar Architects of Our Partisan Era by Sam Rosenfeld
Rosenfeld delves into the history of political polarization after World War II, focusing on key figures and
strategies that intensified partisan divides. The book traces how political operatives and activists on both
sides have contributed to the current state of polarization. It provides a detailed account of the evolution of
campaign tactics and political messaging that have deepened ideological splits.

3. Political Tribes: Group Instinct and the Fate of Nations by Amy Chua
Amy Chua argues that political polarization stems from tribalism and group identity, which shape how people
align politically. The book covers both international and American contexts, showing how group loyalties
influence political behavior and conflict. Chua emphasizes the importance of understanding tribal dynamics to
address polarization and foster unity.

4. Uncivil Agreement: How Politics Became Our Identity by Lilliana Mason
Mason investigates the relationship between identity and political polarization, focusing on how partisanship
has become a core aspect of individual identity. The book uses survey data and experiments to demonstrate how
social identities intensify political divisions. It highlights the emotional and social consequences of living in a
polarized political climate.

5. Divided: The Perils of Our Growing American Divide by Richard Haass
This book examines the consequences of political polarization for American democracy and governance. Haass
discusses how polarization has led to dysfunction in government, social fragmentation, and declining trust in
institutions. He offers potential solutions to bridge divides and restore political cooperation.

6. Culture War? The Myth of a Polarized America by Morris P. Fiorina, Samuel J. Abrams, and Jeremy C. Pope
Contrary to popular belief, this book argues that the American public is less polarized than political elites
and media portrayals suggest. Using extensive survey data, the authors contend that most Americans hold
moderate views and that polarization is largely a feature of political institutions. The book provides a
nuanced perspective on the nature and extent of polarization.

7. Identity Crisis: The 2016 Presidential Campaign and the Battle for the Meaning of America by John Sides,
Michael Tesler, and Lynn Vavreck
This book analyzes the 2016 U.S. presidential election to explain how identity politics fueled polarization. The
authors explore how race, ethnicity, and other social identities influenced voter behavior and political
attitudes. The work sheds light on the growing role of identity in American political divisions.

8. Red and Blue Nation? Characteristics and Causes of America's Polarized Politics edited by Pietro S. Nivola
and David W. Brady
A collection of essays by leading scholars, this volume investigates the causes and consequences of political
polarization in the U.S. The contributors address topics such as ideological sorting, media influence, and
electoral dynamics. The book offers multidisciplinary insights into the complexities of polarization.

9. American Gridlock: The Sources, Character, and Impact of Political Polarization by James A. Thurber and
Antoine Yoshinaka
This book explores the origins and effects of political gridlock caused by polarization in American politics. It
examines how partisan divisions hinder legislative processes and policymaking. The authors also discuss
potential reforms to reduce polarization and enhance political functionality.
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  polarization us politics: Political Polarization in American Politics John Sides, Daniel J.
Hopkins, 2015-03-12 Political Polarization in American Politics provides short, accessible chapters
about the nature and extent of political polarization within the American public and in American
political institutions. These chapters capture the central ideas and debates in political science
research on polarization, and are written by leading scholars in this subfield. Each chapter is
accompanied by discussion questions and a guide to further reading, making this a great addition to
any course looking at issues of polarization.
  polarization us politics: Polarization Nolan McCarty, 2019-06-04 The 2016 election of Donald
J. Trump invoked a time for reflection about the state of American politics and its deep ideological,
cultural, racial, regional, and economic divisions. But one aspect that the contemporary discussions
often miss is that these fissures have been opening over several decades and are deeply rooted in
the structure of American politics and society. In Polarization: What Everyone Needs to Know®
Nolan McCarty takes readers through what scholars know and don't know about the origins,
development, and implications of our rising political conflicts, delving into social, economic, and
geographic determinants of polarization in the United States. While the current political climate
seems to suggest that extreme views are becoming more popular, McCarty also argues that,
contrary to popular belief, the 2016 election was a natural outgrowth of 40 years of polarized
politics, rather than a significant break with the past. He evaluates arguments over which factors
that have created this state of affairs, including gerrymandered legislative districts, partisan primary
nomination systems, and our private campaign finance system. He also considers the potential of
major reforms such as instating proportional representation or ranked choice voting to remedy
extreme polarization. A concise overview of a complex and crucial topic in US politics, this book is
for anyone wanting to understand how to repair the cracks in our system.
  polarization us politics: American Gridlock James A. Thurber, Antoine Yoshinaka,
2015-11-12 American Gridlock is a comprehensive analysis of polarization encompassing national
and state politics, voters, elites, activists, the media, and the three branches of government.
  polarization us politics: Polarized James E. Campbell, 2018-03-27 An eye-opening look at how
and why America has become so politically polarized Many continue to believe that the United
States is a nation of political moderates. In fact, it is a nation divided. It has been so for some time
and has grown more so. This book provides a new and historically grounded perspective on the
polarization of America, systematically documenting how and why it happened. Polarized presents
commonsense benchmarks to measure polarization, draws data from a wide range of historical
sources, and carefully assesses the quality of the evidence. Through an innovative and insightful use
of circumstantial evidence, it provides a much-needed reality check to claims about polarization.
This rigorous yet engaging and accessible book examines how polarization displaced pluralism and
how this affected American democracy and civil society. Polarized challenges the widely held belief
that polarization is the product of party and media elites, revealing instead how the American public
in the 1960s set in motion the increase of polarization. American politics became highly polarized
from the bottom up, not the top down, and this began much earlier than often thought. The
Democrats and the Republicans are now ideologically distant from each other and about equally
distant from the political center. Polarized also explains why the parties are polarized at all, despite
their battle for the decisive median voter. No subject is more central to understanding American
politics than political polarization, and no other book offers a more in-depth and comprehensive
analysis of the subject than this one.
  polarization us politics: Red and Blue Nation? Pietro S. Nivola, David W. Brady, 2007-05-01
A Brookings Institution Press and the Hoover Institution publication Analysts and pundits
increasingly perceive a widening gulf between red states and blue states. Yet the research to
support that perception is scattered and sometimes difficult to parse. America's polarized politics, it
is said, poses fundamental dangers for democratic and accountable government. Heightened
partisanship is thought to degrade deliberation in Congress and threaten the integrity of other



institutions, from the courts to the media. But, how deep do the country's political divisions actually
run? Are they truly wreaking havoc upon the social fabric? Has America become a house divided?
This important new book, Red and Blue Nation?, gets to the bottom of this perplexing issue. The first
of two volumes cosponsored by Brookings and the Hoover Institution carefully considers the extent
to which polarized views among political leaders and activists are reflected in the population at
large. It pays particular attention to factors such as the increased influence of religion and the
changing nature of the media. The authors show that while the severity of the country's culture wars
is often overstated, significant fissures have opened. In Red and Blue Nation? leading journalists and
scholars combine their different insights to enrich our understanding of the issue, offering
thoughtful analyses of the underlying problems. This comprehensive and accessible discussion of the
polarization debate will be an essential resource for policymakers, scholars, and anyone interested
in the health of American public discourse. Contributors include Alan I. Abramowitz (Emory
University), David W. Brady (Hoover Institution), Peter Beinart (The New Republic), Sarah A. Binder
(Brookings Institution), James Campbell (State University of New York at Buffalo), Carl Cannon
(National Journal), E.J. Dionne, Jr. (Brookings Institution), Gregg Easterbrook (Brookings
Institution), Thomas B. Edsall (Washington Post), Morris P. Fiorina (Hoover Institution), William A.
Galston
  polarization us politics: Polarized Steven E. Schier, Todd E. Eberly, 2016-02-22 From campus
protests to the Congress floor, the central feature of contemporary American politics is ideological
polarization. In this concise, readable, but comprehensive text, Steven E. Schier and Todd E. Eberly
introduce students to this contentious subject through an in-depth look at the ideological
foundations of the contemporary American political machine of parties, politicians, the media, and
the public. Beginning with a redefinition of contemporary liberalism and conservatism, the authors
develop a comprehensive examination of ideology in all branches of American national and state
governments. Investigations into ideologies reveal a seeming paradox of a representative political
system defined by ever growing divisions and a public that continues to describe itself as politically
moderate. The work’s breadth makes it a good candidate for a course introducing American politics,
while its institutional focus makes it suitable for adoption in more advanced courses on Congress,
the Presidency, the courts or political parties.
  polarization us politics: Political Polarization in American Politics John Sides, Daniel J.
Hopkins, 2015-03-12 Political Polarization in American Politics provides short, accessible chapters
about the nature and extent of political polarization within the American public and in American
political institutions. These chapters capture the central ideas and debates in political science
research on polarization, and are written by leading scholars in this subfield. Each chapter is
accompanied by discussion questions and a guide to further reading, making this a great addition to
any course looking at issues of polarization.
  polarization us politics: Solutions to Political Polarization in America Nathaniel Persily,
2015-04-27 This volume assembles several top analysts of American politics to focus on solutions to
polarization.
  polarization us politics: Authoritarianism and Polarization in American Politics Marc J.
Hetherington, Jonathan D. Weiler, 2009-08-24 The left and right in America are now divided by
politically irreconcilable worldviews, and the root of that divide is authoritarianism.
  polarization us politics: Parties, Polarization and Democracy in the United States Donald
C. Baumer, Howard J. Gold, 2015-11-17 As evidenced in the 2008 elections and the transition to a
new era of Democratic governance, one of the most important developments in American politics in
recent years has been the resurgence of political parties. Democrats and Republicans represent
different world views and policies, citizens recognise these differences, and many of them use party
labels to make sense of the political world. Parties, Polarisation and Democracy in the United States
describes and analyses the place of political parties in American politics today - both among elites
and citizens at large. Many scholars and pundits denounce political polarisation; they view it as a
symptom of a broken political system that provides unappealing choices for voters and that is



frequently mired in deadlock. Baumer and Gold make a different argument - that party polarisation
offers the kind of choice and accountability to voters that was not always present in earlier periods
of American political history.
  polarization us politics: Party Polarization in America B. Dan Wood, Soren Jordan,
2017-08-18 This book shows that party polarization in America is the norm, not the exception, and is
rooted in class-based conflict characterizing all of American history.
  polarization us politics: The Polarized Public? Alan Abramowitz, 2013 The Polarized Public
takes an in-depth look at the seemingly irreconcilable divide between Republicans and Democrats
and argues that bi-partisanship remains elusive, not because of politicians in the capitol, but
because of the American public and their fixation on party membership and loyalty. How did this
intense polarization develop? How has it influenced the current political climate? How will it evolve
and affect the upcoming presidential and congressional elections? Alan Abramowitz addresses all of
these questions among others in this new, eye-opening addition to The Great Questions in Politics
series. Learning Goals Illustrate the divide between Republicans and Democrats in the United
States. Analyze how this divide developed and how it influences the current political climate.
  polarization us politics: Polarized America Nolan McCarty, Keith T. Poole, Howard
Rosenthal, 2008-01-25 An analysis of how the increasing polarization of American politics has been
accompanied and accelerated by greater income inequality, rising immigration, and other social and
economic changes.
  polarization us politics: Guide to Understanding U.S. Politics and Government Pasquale De
Marco, In the ever-changing landscape of American politics and government, understanding the
intricacies of power, policy, and public discourse is essential for informed citizenship. Guide to
Understanding U.S. Politics and Government offers a comprehensive guide to the complexities of the
American political system, providing readers with a deep dive into the foundations, institutions, and
processes that shape the nation's destiny. Delving into the historical roots of American democracy,
this book traces the evolution of constitutional principles and structures, examining how they have
shaped the nation's governance from its inception to the present day. It explores the delicate
balance of powers between the executive, legislative, and judicial branches, highlighting the checks
and balances that ensure no one branch wields unchecked authority. Furthermore, the book
analyzes the dynamic interplay between political parties, interest groups, and the media, shedding
light on their influence on policymaking and public opinion. It delves into the electoral process, from
the primaries to the general election, emphasizing the significance of civic engagement and
informed citizenship in a functioning democracy. The book also delves into the vast terrain of
American politics and government, examining a diverse range of topics that shape the nation's
trajectory. It investigates the role of government in the economy, exploring fiscal and monetary
policies, taxation, and the ongoing debate over the appropriate level of government intervention.
Social welfare programs are scrutinized, assessing their effectiveness in addressing societal needs
while maintaining fiscal responsibility. The book also explores the complex realm of foreign policy
and national security, examining the United States' role in the global arena. It delves into diplomatic
relations, international cooperation, and the challenges of maintaining national security in an
increasingly interconnected world. Throughout this exploration, the book identifies the challenges
and opportunities facing American democracy in the 21st century. It examines the changing
demographics of the electorate, the impact of technology on political discourse, and the rise of social
media as a powerful tool for political mobilization and activism. It also ponders the future of
American democracy, considering the potential for reform, the need for civic engagement, and the
role of education in preserving and strengthening democratic values. Guide to Understanding U.S.
Politics and Government is an essential resource for anyone seeking to understand the intricate
workings of American politics and government. Its comprehensive approach, accessible language,
and thought-provoking insights make it an invaluable guide for students, scholars, and engaged
citizens alike.
  polarization us politics: Why Washington Won't Work Marc J. Hetherington, Thomas J.



Rudolph, 2015-09-14 Polarization is at an all-time high in the United States. But contrary to popular
belief, Americans are polarized not so much in their policy preferences as in their feelings toward
their political opponents: To an unprecedented degree, Republicans and Democrats simply do not
like one another. No surprise that these deeply held negative feelings are central to the recent (also
unprecedented) plunge in congressional productivity. The past three Congresses have gotten less
done than any since scholars began measuring congressional productivity. In Why Washington Won’t
Work, Marc J. Hetherington and Thomas J. Rudolph argue that a contemporary crisis of
trust—people whose party is out of power have almost no trust in a government run by the other
side—has deadlocked Congress. On most issues, party leaders can convince their own party to
support their positions. In order to pass legislation, however, they must also create consensus by
persuading some portion of the opposing party to trust in their vision for the future. Without trust,
consensus fails to develop and compromise does not occur. Up until recently, such trust could still
usually be found among the opposition, but not anymore. Political trust, the authors show, is far
from a stable characteristic. It’s actually highly variable and contingent on a variety of factors,
including whether one’s party is in control, which part of the government one is dealing with, and
which policies or events are most salient at the moment. Political trust increases, for example, when
the public is concerned with foreign policy—as in times of war—and it decreases in periods of weak
economic performance. Hetherington and Rudolph do offer some suggestions about steps politicians
and the public might take to increase political trust. Ultimately, however, they conclude that it is
unlikely levels of political trust will significantly increase unless foreign concerns come to dominate
and the economy is consistently strong.
  polarization us politics: Polarization and Deep Contestations Tanja A. Börzel, Thomas
Risse, Stephanie B. Anderson, Jean A. Garrison, 2024-10-29 This is an open access title available
under the terms of a CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 International licence. It is free to read at Oxford Academic
and offered as a free PDF download from OUP and selected open access locations. This book
explores the deep contestations of the liberal script in the contemporary United States from a
variety of perspectives. US democracy today is in crisis because of a profound ideological and
affective polarization. The chapters in this volume show that Donald Trump's grip on the Republican
Party is a symptom and a catalyst, but not the cause, of the contemporary contestations of the liberal
script in the US. To discern their major drivers from a longue durée perspective, each chapter takes
a step back and asks three main questions: (1) How can we best describe the current contestations
of the liberal script in the US, exploring the extent to which the US is unique in comparison to other
liberal democracies facing similar contestations? (2) What are the main drivers and root causes that
explain the current contestations and the crisis of American democracy they may precipitate? (3)
What are the likely consequences for the future of American democracy? The conclusions do not lead
us to expect a return to the norm of internal contestations of the liberal script that are common in
liberal democracies and have characterized the US throughout its history. Political, economic, and
cultural polarization is by now deeply entrenched in American society and is eroding mutual
toleration as the basis of American democracy. In other words, the resilience of US liberal
democracy is at stake. It is unlikely that we will see the US liberal script bounce back in the near
future. This volume has emerged from research carried out as part of the Cluster of Excellence
Contestations of the Liberal Script - SCRIPTS, which analyzes the contemporary controversies about
liberal ideas, institutions, and practices on the national and international level from a historical,
global, and comparative perspective. It connects academic expertise in the social sciences and area
studies and collaborates with research institutions in all world regions. Operating since 2019 and
funded by the German Research Foundation (DFG), SCRIPTS unites eight major Berlin-based
research institutions: Freie Universität Berlin, the Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, the Berlin Social
Science Center (WZB), the Hertie School, the German Institute for Economic Research (DIW), the
Berlin branch of the German Institute of Global and Area Studies (GIGA), the Centre for East
European and International Studies (ZOiS), and the Leibniz-Zentrum Moderner Orient (ZMO).
  polarization us politics: Solutions to Political Polarization in America Nathaniel Persily,



2015-04-27 Political polarization dominates discussions of contemporary American politics. Despite
widespread agreement that the dysfunction in the political system can be attributed to political
polarization, commentators cannot come to a consensus on what that means. The coarseness of our
political discourse, the ideological distance between opposing partisans, and, most of all, an inability
to pass much-needed and widely supported policies all stem from the polarization in our politics.
This volume assembles several top analysts of American politics to focus on solutions to polarization.
The proposals range from constitutional change to good-government reforms to measures to
strengthen political parties. Each tackles one or more aspects of America's polarization problem.
This book begins a serious dialogue about reform proposals to address the obstacles that
polarization poses for contemporary governance.
  polarization us politics: Polarized America, second edition Nolan McCarty, Keith T. Poole,
Howard Rosenthal, 2016-02-26 Updated analysis of how the increasing polarization of American
politics has been accompanied and accelerated by greater income inequality. The idea of America as
politically polarized—that there is an unbridgeable divide between right and left, red and blue
states—has become a cliché. What commentators miss, however, is that increasing polarization has
been closely accompanied by fundamental social and economic changes—most notably, a parallel
rise in income inequality. In this second edition of Polarized America, Nolan McCarty, Keith Poole,
and Howard Rosenthal use the latest data to examine the relationships of polarization, wealth
disparity, immigration, and other forces. They find that inequality feeds directly into political
polarization, and polarization in turn creates policies that further increase inequality. Paul Krugman
called the first edition of Polarized America “Important.... Essential reading for anyone who wants to
understand what's happening to America.” The second edition has been thoroughly brought up to
date. All statistical analyses, tables, and figures have been updated with data that run through 2012
or 2014, and the text has been revised to reflect the latest evidence. The chapter on campaign
finance has been completely rewritten (with Adam Bonica as coauthor); the analysis shows that with
so much “soft” money coming from very wealthy ideological extremists, there is even greater
campaign contribution inequality than income inequality.
  polarization us politics: Why We're Polarized Ezra Klein, 2020-01-28 ONE OF BARACK
OBAMA’S FAVORITE BOOKS OF 2022 One of Bill Gates’s “5 books to read this summer,” this New
York Times and Wall Street Journal bestseller shows us that America’s political system isn’t broken.
The truth is scarier: it’s working exactly as designed. In this “superbly researched” (The Washington
Post) and timely book, journalist Ezra Klein reveals how that system is polarizing us—and how we
are polarizing it—with disastrous results. “The American political system—which includes everyone
from voters to journalists to the president—is full of rational actors making rational decisions given
the incentives they face,” writes political analyst Ezra Klein. “We are a collection of functional parts
whose efforts combine into a dysfunctional whole.” “A thoughtful, clear and persuasive analysis”
(The New York Times Book Review), Why We’re Polarized reveals the structural and psychological
forces behind America’s descent into division and dysfunction. Neither a polemic nor a lament, this
book offers a clear framework for understanding everything from Trump’s rise to the Democratic
Party’s leftward shift to the politicization of everyday culture. America is polarized, first and
foremost, by identity. Everyone engaged in American politics is engaged, at some level, in identity
politics. Over the past fifty years in America, our partisan identities have merged with our racial,
religious, geographic, ideological, and cultural identities. These merged identities have attained a
weight that is breaking much in our politics and tearing at the bonds that hold this country together.
Klein shows how and why American politics polarized around identity in the 20th century, and what
that polarization did to the way we see the world and one another. And he traces the feedback loops
between polarized political identities and polarized political institutions that are driving our system
toward crisis. “Well worth reading” (New York magazine), this is an “eye-opening” (O, The Oprah
Magazine) book that will change how you look at politics—and perhaps at yourself.
  polarization us politics: Dynamics of American Democracy Wendy J. Schiller, 2020-12-14
Democracy is in crisis. Washington is failing. Government is broken. On these counts many



politicians, policy experts, and citizens agree. What is less clear is why—and what to do about it.
These questions are at the heart of Dynamics of American Democracy, which goes beneath the
surface of current events to explore the forces reshaping democratic politics in the United States
and around the world. Bringing together leading scholars and practitioners of politics and
governance, this volume charts a twenty-first-century landscape beset by ideological polarization
and political tribalism; rapid demographic, economic, and technological change; the influence of
online news and social media; and the increasing importance of public attitudes about gender and
race. Against this fraught background the authors consider the performance of the two-party system,
the operations of Congress and the presidency, and the ways in which ordinary citizens form their
beliefs and make their voting decisions. The contributors’ work represents a wide range of
perspectives and methodological approaches and provides insight into what ails American
governance, from the practice of politics as tribal warfare to the electoral rules that produce a
two-party hegemony, and from the impact of social media—including how differently conservatives
and liberals use Twitter—to the significance of President Trump in historical and institutional
perspective. Finally, Dynamics of American Democracy goes beyond diagnosis to present and
evaluate the value and viability of proposals for reforming politics.
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