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power and authority hannah arendt represents a critical exploration of political concepts that
challenge traditional understandings of governance and social structures. Hannah Arendt, a 20th-
century philosopher and political theorist, offered profound insights into the nature of power,
authority, and totalitarianism, distinguishing between power and violence and emphasizing the role
of collective action. Her work remains influential in contemporary discussions on political
legitimacy, authority structures, and the dynamics of power within societies. This article delves into
Arendt’s theories on power and authority, exploring her definitions, distinctions, and the
implications of her thought for modern political philosophy. Through examining her key texts and
ideas, the article clarifies how Arendt’s interpretations continue to shape debates on political
authority and power relations. The following sections provide a comprehensive breakdown of her
concepts, including a detailed look at her distinctions between power and violence, the nature of
authority, and the relevance of her ideas today.

Understanding Power in Hannah Arendt’s Philosophy

The Distinction Between Power and Authority

The Role of Authority in Political Life

Power, Violence, and Totalitarianism

Contemporary Relevance of Arendt’s Ideas on Power and Authority

Understanding Power in Hannah Arendt’s Philosophy
Hannah Arendt’s conceptualization of power is foundational to her political theory and offers a
nuanced understanding of how power operates within human communities. For Arendt, power is not
a property held by individuals or institutions but rather a collective phenomenon that arises when
people act in concert. Unlike traditional views that equate power with domination or coercion,
Arendt defines power as the ability to act together and achieve common goals. This collective aspect
distinguishes power from other political concepts such as violence or force, which can be wielded by
individuals without consensus or legitimacy.

Power as Collective Action
Arendt emphasizes that power exists only when people come together to support a common purpose.
It is fundamentally rooted in human plurality—the presence of many individuals who can engage in
speech and action. Without the consent and participation of a group, power cannot be sustained.
This notion underscores the democratic potential inherent in power, as it depends on mutual
agreement and shared objectives rather than unilateral control.



Power Versus Force
It is important to distinguish Arendt’s understanding of power from force. While force involves
physical or coercive means to impose will, power is derived from legitimacy and voluntary
cooperation. Force may succeed temporarily, but it lacks the durability and moral foundation that
power possesses when exercised through collective consent.

The Distinction Between Power and Authority
In Arendt’s analysis, authority represents a different dimension of political life separate from power.
Authority involves a hierarchical relationship and is often linked to tradition, law, or institutional
legitimacy. Where power is pluralistic and based on collective action, authority depends on
recognized and accepted positions within a societal or political structure.

Defining Authority
Authority, according to Arendt, is the right to command and be obeyed based on established norms
and legitimacy. Unlike power, which is fragile and contingent on collective support, authority has a
degree of permanence and respect that often derives from historical continuity, such as religious,
legal, or cultural traditions.

Authority and Obedience
Authority functions through obedience that is voluntary and grounded in trust or belief in the
legitimacy of the commanding entity. This obedience differs from submission to force or coercion
since it presupposes recognition of the authority’s rightful position. When authority is undermined,
social order and political stability may be threatened.

The Role of Authority in Political Life
Arendt highlights the importance of authority in maintaining social cohesion and political order.
Authority provides a framework within which laws and rules are accepted and followed, enabling
governance without constant resort to force. This institutionalized legitimacy is essential for
sustainable political communities.

Authority and Tradition
One of the primary sources of authority is tradition, which imparts legitimacy to institutions and
leaders. Arendt argues that respect for tradition helps establish continuity and a sense of shared
identity, which in turn supports authority’s enduring presence. The break or loss of tradition can
lead to crises of authority and political instability.



Authority Versus Totalitarianism
In contrast to legitimate authority, Arendt’s analysis of totalitarian regimes reveals a systematic
destruction of authority. Totalitarianism replaces authority with terror and arbitrary rule, eroding
the foundations of obedience and respect necessary for political order. This distinction underscores
authority’s role as a stabilizing force in democratic societies.

Power, Violence, and Totalitarianism
Arendt’s exploration of power extends into her critique of totalitarianism, where she distinguishes
clearly between power, violence, and terror. Totalitarian regimes, she argues, rely heavily on
violence and the destruction of power as collective action, replacing it with isolated fear and control.

Violence as a Tool of Coercion
Violence, in Arendt’s framework, is instrumental and can destroy power but cannot create it.
Totalitarian governments use violence as a means to suppress dissent and maintain control, but this
strategy ultimately undermines genuine power, which depends on collective will and legitimacy.

The Collapse of Power Under Totalitarianism
Under totalitarian rule, the social and political spaces that enable collective action are eliminated.
Arendt notes that this eradication of plurality leads to a loss of power and the rise of isolated
individuals subjected to the arbitrary violence of the regime. Thus, power and authority are replaced
by domination and terror.

Contemporary Relevance of Arendt’s Ideas on Power
and Authority
The insights of Hannah Arendt regarding power and authority remain highly relevant in today's
political landscape. Contemporary scholars and political analysts draw on her distinctions to
understand the dynamics of political legitimacy, democracy, and authoritarianism. Her emphasis on
collective action as the foundation of power informs debates on civic engagement and participatory
governance.

Power and Authority in Modern Democracies
In modern democratic societies, Arendt’s ideas highlight the importance of sustaining public spaces
for discourse and action. The health of democracy depends on the continuous exercise of power
through collective participation and the maintenance of authority through legitimate institutions.



Challenges to Authority and Power Today
Global political developments, such as the rise of populism and authoritarian tendencies, illustrate
challenges to traditional forms of authority and the fragility of power based on collective action.
Arendt’s framework provides tools for analyzing how these trends impact political legitimacy and
social cohesion.

Key Takeaways from Arendt’s Theories

Power arises from collective action and is distinct from coercion or violence.

Authority is based on legitimacy, tradition, and recognized hierarchy.

Violence can destroy power but cannot create or sustain it.

Totalitarianism exemplifies the breakdown of power and authority into terror and domination.

Preserving spaces for public engagement is essential for the endurance of power and authority
in democratic systems.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Hannah Arendt and what is her significance in
political theory?
Hannah Arendt was a 20th-century political theorist known for her works on totalitarianism,
authority, and the nature of power. She is significant for her analysis of power dynamics, especially
in the context of modern political systems.

How does Hannah Arendt define power in her political
philosophy?
Hannah Arendt defines power as the collective ability of people acting in concert to achieve common
goals. Unlike violence or coercion, power arises from the legitimacy and consent of the governed
and exists only when people come together and act collectively.

What is the difference between power and authority according
to Hannah Arendt?
According to Arendt, power is the collective capacity to act and achieve goals through cooperation,
whereas authority is the recognized and legitimate right to command and be obeyed, often
institutionalized in political or social structures.



How does Hannah Arendt view the relationship between
violence and power?
Arendt argues that violence and power are fundamentally different: power is based on consent and
collective action, while violence is instrumental and destructive. Violence can destroy power but
cannot create it; power relies on legitimacy and support from people.

What role does 'the public realm' play in Hannah Arendt's
concept of power?
For Arendt, the public realm is the space where individuals come together to engage in collective
action and discourse, which is essential for the existence and exercise of power. It is where freedom
and political action manifest through participation.

How does Hannah Arendt’s concept of authority differ from
traditional views?
Arendt sees authority not merely as hierarchical command but as a relationship based on legitimacy
and mutual recognition. She emphasizes that true authority depends on voluntary acceptance rather
than coercion or force.

Why is Hannah Arendt’s analysis of power and authority
relevant today?
Arendt’s insights into the nature of power, authority, and the dangers of totalitarianism remain
relevant in understanding contemporary political crises, the erosion of democratic norms, and the
importance of collective action and legitimate authority in sustaining freedom.

Additional Resources
1. The Origins of Totalitarianism by Hannah Arendt
This seminal work explores the rise of totalitarian regimes in the 20th century, focusing on Nazi
Germany and Stalinist Russia. Arendt analyzes how power and authority are consolidated through
mechanisms like propaganda, terror, and the breakdown of traditional political structures. The book
provides a profound understanding of the dangers of unchecked authority and the conditions that
allow totalitarianism to flourish.

2. The Human Condition by Hannah Arendt
In this philosophical treatise, Arendt examines the nature of human activities—labor, work, and
action—and their relation to political power and authority. She distinguishes between private and
public realms, emphasizing the importance of active participation in public life for the maintenance
of political freedom. The book is a foundational text for understanding the dynamics of power in
democratic societies.

3. On Violence by Hannah Arendt
Arendt explores the relationship between violence, power, and authority, arguing that violence is a
tool used when power is threatened or absent. Unlike power, which arises from collective agreement



and legitimacy, violence is instrumental and often destructive. This concise work challenges
conventional assumptions about the role of violence in political movements and authority structures.

4. Between Past and Future by Hannah Arendt
A collection of essays addressing themes of authority, tradition, and political thought, this book
reflects on the challenges of modernity and the erosion of established norms. Arendt investigates
how authority can be both maintained and lost in times of rapid social change. The essays offer
insightful perspectives on the interplay between history, authority, and political action.

5. Responsibility and Judgment by Hannah Arendt
This book gathers Arendt’s reflections on moral responsibility and the exercise of judgment in
political contexts. Through essays and lectures, she discusses how individuals confront authority and
power, particularly during times of crisis. The work highlights the importance of personal
conscience and public deliberation in resisting unjust authority.

6. Authority by Hannah Arendt
Though not a standalone book by Arendt, her essays and lectures on authority delve into the
concept’s evolution and its role in political life. Arendt distinguishes authority from power and
violence, emphasizing its basis in tradition and consent. Her analysis provides a critical framework
for understanding how authority functions in both historical and contemporary contexts.

7. Political Thinking Beyond Violence by Hannah Arendt
This collection explores Arendt’s ideas on political action, violence, and authority, advocating for
nonviolent political engagement. She argues that genuine political power stems from collective
action and dialogue rather than coercion. The essays affirm the potential for authority grounded in
shared values and mutual respect.

8. Crises of the Republic by Hannah Arendt
A series of essays addressing political crises in the United States during the 1960s and 70s, this
book examines the breakdown of authority and trust in government. Arendt analyzes issues such as
civil disobedience, the role of the press, and the limits of political power. The work remains relevant
for understanding the fragility of authority in democratic societies.

9. Men in Dark Times by Hannah Arendt
This collection of biographical essays profiles thinkers and leaders who grappled with questions of
power and authority during turbulent periods. Arendt reflects on the moral and political challenges
faced by individuals confronting oppressive regimes. The book offers nuanced insights into the
complexities of authority and resistance in difficult times.
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2009-03-01 The question of authority has always been a lively issue within the Roman Catholic
Church. While some have warned against the danger of democratizing the Church, others have
warned against applying too narrowly the monarchical model which has been dominant in past
centuries. Father McKenzie's thesis is that these political paradigms simply do not apply to the
Church. The Christian community, he points out, is a unique society, and hence its understanding
and use of authority must also be unique. McKenzie shows how Christian authority is unique by
illuminating the understanding of authority that Jesus gave to the society which He founded. After a
brilliant exposition of authority in the New Testament, the author traces how the Church has lost
sight of these unique aspects, with a consequent erosion of both Christian authority and Christian
freedom.
  power and authority hannah arendt: Anarchism and Authority Mr Paul McLaughlin,
2012-10-01 Examining the political theory of anarchism from a philosophical and historical
perspective, Paul McLaughlin relates anarchism to the fundamental ethical and political problem of
authority. The book pays particular attention to the authority of the state and the anarchist rejection
of all traditional claims made for the legitimacy of state authority, the author both explaining and
defending the central tenets of the anarchist critique of the state. The founding works of anarchist
thought, by Godwin, Proudhon and Stirner, are explored and anarchism is examined in its historical
context, including the influence of such events as the Enlightenment and the French Revolution on
anarchist thought. Finally, the major theoretical developments of anarchism from the late-nineteenth
century to the present are summarized and evaluated. This book is both a highly readable account of
the development of anarchist thinking and a lucid and well-reasoned defence of the anarchist
philosophy.
  power and authority hannah arendt: Hermeneutics, Social Criticism and Everyday
Education Practice Wiktor Żłobicki, Monika Humeniuk, Grażyna Lubowicka, Iwona Paszenda,
Beata Pietkiewicz-Pareek, 2020-06-03 The individual chapters written by scholars of the Department
of General Pedagogy at the University of Wrocław included in the volume offered to the Readers,
showcase selected variants and problems of the hermeneutical and critical approaches to
educational practice and research. The general pedagogy we practice in this way reveals its
interdisciplinary character, drawing on the resources and achievements of philosophy, sociology,
psychology, cultural anthropology, religious studies, and political sciences. By deliberately adopting
such an approach, general pedagogy becomes the basic science of pedagogy; one of its major tasks
is the integration and criticism of knowledge about education and the study of education and its
broadly understood contexts, a knowledge which is produced not only in numerous disciplines of
humanities and social sciences. This ambitious task undertaken by many theoreticians and
researchers of education all over the world calls for a continuous effort to review the resources of
dynamically changing and transforming scientific knowledge and to draw on contemporary and
historically significant philosophy. Translating these experiences into the resources of general
pedagogy requires from us the effort of understanding the languages of contemporary humanities,
social sciences and multicultural societies, as well as the effort of critical thinking, which can
recognize and take into account the entanglement of scientific knowledge in social ideas and
practices, its conflicts, inequalities and asymmetric discourses. Hence the general pedagogy we
practice, exploring the area of ideology (religion) and utopias present in everyday educational
practice, implements the vision of bringing closer these two approaches (hermeneutical and critical).
We believe that such a general pedagogy, engaged, practiced with passion, aware of its present
social context and its past and of the urgent needs, theoretical and practical difficulties, a pedagogy
that explores the possible shapes of the future, is both necessary and inspiring. It addresses new
topics and offers novel approaches, revises well-established and newly proposed findings, is aware of
opportunities and threats. Nevertheless, the chapters written by us are integral, self-contained
wholes, just as their authors retain their intellectual and research autonomy, which can be seen in
the issues we choose, the mode of their presentation and addressing.
  power and authority hannah arendt: Anarchism and Authority Paul McLaughlin,



2016-04-15 Examining the political theory of anarchism from a philosophical and historical
perspective, Paul McLaughlin relates anarchism to the fundamental ethical and political problem of
authority. The book pays particular attention to the authority of the state and the anarchist rejection
of all traditional claims made for the legitimacy of state authority, the author both explaining and
defending the central tenets of the anarchist critique of the state. The founding works of anarchist
thought, by Godwin, Proudhon and Stirner, are explored and anarchism is examined in its historical
context, including the influence of such events as the Enlightenment and the French Revolution on
anarchist thought. Finally, the major theoretical developments of anarchism from the late-nineteenth
century to the present are summarized and evaluated. This book is both a highly readable account of
the development of anarchist thinking and a lucid and well-reasoned defence of the anarchist
philosophy.
  power and authority hannah arendt: Cosmopolitanism Robert Fine, 2007-10-30 The idea of
cosmopolitanism has informed some of the most important developments in current sociology. It has
changed the way in which we think about a vast array of issues: the forces of globalization, the
resurgence of nationalism, the future of political community in Europe, the role of international law
in social life, changing forms of violence and even the life of the mind. This book explains what
cosmopolitanism is and why it has grabbed the sociological imagination. Robert Fine explores the
concept of cosmopolitanism and its application to a range of contemporary issues, including: the
future of Europe the role of human rights, global governance and perpetual peace in the
construction of a cosmopolitan order crimes against humanity the justification of humanitarian
military interventions the extension of democracy beyond national limits. This book offers an
innovative mix of theoretical and socio-political elements that will be of great interest to students
and researchers in the fields of international political theory, international relations, social theory
and cultural studies.
  power and authority hannah arendt: Multinational Corporations and Global Justice Florian
Wettstein, 2009-10-08 Multinational Corporations and Global Justice: Human Rights Obligations of a
Quasi-Governmental Institution addresses the changing role and responsibilities of large
multinational companies in the global political economy. This cross- and inter-disciplinary work
makes innovative connections between current debates and streams of thought, bringing together
global justice, human rights, and corporate responsibility. Conceiving of corporate social
responsibility (CSR) from this unique perspective, author Florian Wettstein takes readers well
beyond the limitations of conventional notions, which tend to focus on either beneficence or pure
charity. While the call for multinationals' involvement in the solution of global problems has become
stronger in recent times, few specifics have been laid down regarding how to hold those institutions
accountable in the global arena. This text attempts to work out the normative basis underlying the
responsibilities of multinational corporations—thereby filling a crucial void in the literature and
marking a milestone in the CSR debate.
  power and authority hannah arendt: The Symbolic Language of Royal Authority in the
Carolingian World (c.751-877) Ildar H. Garipzanov, 2008 This book is not a conventional political
narrative of Carolingian history shaped by narrative sources, capitularies, and charter material. It is
structured, instead, by numismatic, diplomatic, liturgical, and iconographic sources and deals with
political signs, images, and fixed formulas in them as interconnected elements in a symbolic
language that was used in the indirect negotiation and maintenance of Carolingian authority.
Building on the comprehensive analysis of royal liturgy, intitulature, iconography, and graphic signs
and responding to recent interpretations of early medieval politics, this book offers a fresh view of
Carolingian political culture and of corresponding roles that royal/imperial courts, larger
monasteries, and human agents played there.
  power and authority hannah arendt: The Transnational Codification of International
Arbitration Bruno Sousa Rodrigues, 2025-06-19 The Transnational Codification of International
Arbitration studies the process of transnational codification of international arbitration. Through a
broad array of instruments and their legislative history, this research connects agents and ideas



involved in a long-term project of procedural formalization. Bruno Sousa Rodrigues argues that since
the late 19th century there has been a progressive convergence of procedural technique of public
and private forms of international arbitration, motivated by an ambition to govern war, peace and
commerce. Readers get an in-depth look at how this convergence has affected the authority of
international arbitration in a globalized administration of justice.
  power and authority hannah arendt: Cultural Anthropology , 2010 Explore the most
fascinating, creative, dangerous, and complex species alive today: you and your neighbors in the
global village. With compelling photos, engaging examples, and select studies by anthropologists in
far-flung places, the authors of CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY: THE HUMAN CHALLENGE provide a
holistic view of anthropology to help you make sense of today's world. With this text you will
discover the different ways humans face the challenge of existence, the connection between biology
and culture in the shaping of human beliefs and behavior, and the impact of globalization on peoples
and cultures around the world.
  power and authority hannah arendt: A Theology of Authority Christa L. McKirland,
2025-11-04 Is authority reserved for those with a specific calling to leadership? Who holds power in
the church? Does authority have limits? Are teaching and preaching the most important practices of
authority? Our understanding--and misunderstanding--of authority has significant implications for
our individual and corporate flourishing. In A Theology of Authority, Christa McKirland challenges
our assumptions about authority, power, and leadership. With a focus on low-church traditions, she
examines authority through the lens of analytic philosophy and biblical theology to offer a
theological definition of authority. She also tackles questions related to divine and human authority,
Scripture, and practices typically related to ordination: preaching, teaching, serving communion,
baptizing, church discipline, and vision casting. A Theology of Authority expands our understanding
of authority, recognizing the Spirit's enablement of each member to fulfill their calling to spiritual
maturity. Readers will gain a deeper understanding of the nuances of authority and power and how
we relate to one another as siblings in Christ.
  power and authority hannah arendt: The Dialogical Mind Ivana Marková, 2016-09-01
Dialogue has become a central theoretical concept in human and social sciences as well as in
professions such as education, health, and psychotherapy. This 'dialogical turn' emphasises the
importance of social relations and interaction to our behaviour and how we make sense of the world;
hence the dialogical mind is the mind in interaction with others - with individuals, groups,
institutions, and cultures in historical perspectives. Through a combination of rigorous theoretical
work and empirical investigation, Marková presents an ethics of dialogicality as an alternative to the
narrow perspective of individualism and cognitivism that has traditionally dominated the field of
social psychology. The dialogical perspective, which focuses on interdependencies among the self
and others, offers a powerful theoretical basis to comprehend, analyse, and discuss complex social
issues. Marková considers the implications of dialogical epistemology both in daily life and in
professional practices involving problems of communication, care, and therapy.
  power and authority hannah arendt: Social and Political Bonds F.M. Barnard, 2010-02-21
Warning specifically against official moralistic rhetoric, the ignoring of civic demands, and hidden
acts of power by anonymous governmental bureaucracies and lobbyists, F.M. Barnard uses an
approach that blurs the boundaries of specialized fields of study in order to recognize the degree to
which individual choice influences political force. He also shows how any attempt to achieve a
balance between the state and society requires a developed political judgement and a measured
view of what can be politically attained and demanded. A masterfully clear work that synthesizes
centuries of political theory, Social and Political Bonds makes a powerful and well-reasoned case for
the benefits of civic involvement and governmental cooperation.
  power and authority hannah arendt: Language and Religion William Downes, 2010-11-25
Language and Religion offers an innovative theory of religion as a class of cultural representations,
dependent on language to unify diverse capacities of the human mind. It argues that religion is
widespread because it is implicit in the way the mind processes the world, as it determines what we



ought to do, practically and morally, to achieve our goals. Focusing on the world religions, the book
relates modern cognitive theories of language and communication to culture and its dissemination.
It explains basic features of religion such as the supernatural, the normative, abstract and ideal
theological concepts such as 'God', and religious feeling. It develops a linguistic theory, based on
how utterances are understood, of metaphysical and moral 'mysteries' and their key role in thought
and action. It shows how such concepts gain strength in the light of their successful use and, when
tempered by criticism, can also have genuine authority.
  power and authority hannah arendt: The Limits of Public Choice Lars Udehn, 2002-09-11
Public choice has been one of the most important developments in the social sciences in the last
twenty years. However there are many people who are frustrated by the uncritical importing of ideas
from economics into political science. Public Choice uses both empirical evidence and theoretical
analysis to argue that the economic theory of politics is limited in scope and fertility. In order to
arrive at a more comprehensive understanding of political life, political scientists must learn from
both economists and sociologists.
  power and authority hannah arendt: Powers of the Secular Modern David Scott, Charles
Hirschkind, 2006 This book presents a set of critical engagements by writers from a variety of
disciplines with the work of noted anthropologist Talal Asad.
  power and authority hannah arendt: Why War Simon Stander, 2014-02-27 This
groundbreaking survey explains why war remains predominant in today's world by showing how the
spread of nationalism and capitalism has brought about modern warfare. It argues that the key
explanation for modern conflict, which is characterized by violent conflicts between nation-states,
civil war, and wars over resources, rests in the dialectical relationship between nation-states and
capitalist modes of production, where nations have finite boundaries that capitalism seek to
transcend in search of increased profits. Discussing issues such as globalization, global capitalism,
North and Latin American continental policies, the nature of democracy, decolonization, and
technology and military industrial complexes, this unique work challenges common approaches to
international relations and peace studies. This innovative, accessible work provides new insights into
the causes and nature of modern war that will appeal to any student concerned with peace and
violent conflict within the various fields of international relations, political economy, peace studies,
and more.
  power and authority hannah arendt: Education, Authority, and the Critical Citizen Neil
Wilcock, 2023-08-24 This book offers a unique analysis of the tension between the individual and
society in educational contexts, and the role that citizenship and democratic education can play. It
approaches the question from two different perspectives – the institutional and the interactional –
and argues that any solution must answer the tension from both or it will necessarily fail. The
answer is found through a political methodology that places education at the centre and concludes
that a balance can be found if we embrace the federated disestablishment of education and state and
internally democratic schooling that aims to realise the emancipation of the political child. The book
situates itself in the tradition of political philosophy that is education focused, identifying an
unresolved tension between the individual and society in the works of Rousseau, Dewey, and Freire.
It discusses the concept of authority as a primary issue persisting in this tension. It does so by
exploring both interactional and institutional responses based on the idea of the free individual and
cooperative associations. The author advocates an education system that creates the necessary
space for the cultivation of the free individual and is run by the principles of internally democratic
schooling. With a strong focus on citizenship and the role of education in the development of social
justice-oriented citizens, this book will be of great interest to researchers, academics, and
postgraduate students in the fields of philosophy of education, political philosophy, educational
theory, and citizenship education.
  power and authority hannah arendt: Future Publics Michael K. MacKenzie, 2021 Why are
democratic systems seemingly unable to deal with long-term issues such as climate change,
environmental pollution, and budget deficits? Is democracy itself a part of the problem? Voters are



usually focused on their short-term needs, and politicians are motivated to win the next election
instead of finding solutions to long-term problems. Some scholars and pundits have wondered
whether we will need political systems that are less democratic, or even authoritarian, if we are
going to solve long-term problems. Future Publics rejects the idea that having less democracy is
going to get us the futures that we think we might want. Despite the short-term dynamics associated
with electoral democracy, Michael K. MacKenzie asserts that we need more inclusive and
deliberative democracies if we are going to make shared futures that will work for us all.
  power and authority hannah arendt: The Church, Authority, and Foucault Steven G. Ogden,
2017-02-03 The Church, Authority, and Foucault addresses the problem of the Church’s
enmeshment with sovereign power, which can lead to marginalization. Breaking new ground, Ogden
uses Foucault’s approach to power and knowledge to interpret the church leader’s significance as
the guardian of knowledge. This can become privileged knowledge, under the spell of sovereign
power, and with the complicity of clergy and laity in search of sovereigns. Inevitably, such a culture
leads to a sense of entitlement for leaders and conformity for followers. All in the name of obedience.
The Church needs to change in order to fulfil its vocation. Instead of a monarchy, what about Church
as an open space of freedom? This book, then, is a theological enterprise which cultivates practices
of freedom for the sake of the other. This involves thinking differently by exploring catalysts for
change, which include critique, space, imagination, and wisdom. In the process, Ogden uses a range
of sources, analysing discourse, gossip, ritual, territory, masculinity, and pastoral power. In all, the
work of Michel Foucault sets the tone for a fresh ecclesiological critique that will appeal to
theologians and clergy alike.
  power and authority hannah arendt: The Concept of Authority in the Thought of
Hannah Arendt Wayne Francis Allen, 1979
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