political extremism us

political extremism us has become a significant concern in the contemporary
American sociopolitical landscape. This phenomenon refers to the adoption of
extreme political views and actions that diverge sharply from the mainstream
political spectrum in the United States. Political extremism can manifest in
various forms, from radical ideologies on both the far-left and far-right, to
violent actions aimed at disrupting democratic processes. Understanding the
causes, manifestations, and impacts of political extremism in the US is
essential for policymakers, law enforcement, and society at large. This
article explores the historical context, key drivers, major groups involved,
and the government’s response to political extremism in the US. Additionally,
it examines the implications for national security and social cohesion,
providing a comprehensive overview of this complex issue.
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e Causes and Drivers of Political Extremism

e Major Extremist Groups and Movements

e Government Responses and Countermeasures

e Impact on National Security and Society

Historical Context of Political Extremism in
the US

Political extremism in the US has deep historical roots, with various
movements emerging during different periods in response to social, economic,
and political changes. From the early 20th century’s anarchist and communist
movements to the segregationist and white supremacist groups of the mid-
century, extremism has evolved alongside American society. The Cold War era
saw heightened fears of communist infiltration, which fueled political
paranoia and extremism on both sides of the ideological spectrum. More
recently, the post-9/11 period introduced new dimensions of extremism,
particularly in relation to terrorism and radicalization. Understanding this
historical trajectory helps contextualize the current manifestations of
political extremism in the US.

Early 20th Century Extremism

During the early 1900s, the US experienced waves of political extremism
influenced by global ideologies such as anarchism, socialism, and communism.



The Red Scare periods highlighted fears of left-wing extremism, leading to
widespread government crackdowns. Simultaneously, far-right groups promoting
nativism and racial supremacy also gained prominence, setting a pattern of
ideological clashes.

Post-World War II and Cold War Era

The Cold War intensified political extremism through anti-communist sentiment
and the rise of militant civil rights opposition. Extremist groups on both
ends of the political spectrum capitalized on fears related to communism,
civil rights, and social change, contributing to domestic unrest and
violence.

Causes and Drivers of Political Extremism

Several interrelated factors drive political extremism in the US, ranging
from socioeconomic conditions to ideological polarization. These causes often
intertwine, creating fertile ground for radicalization and extremist
recruitment. Understanding these drivers is crucial for addressing the root
causes of extremism effectively.

Economic Inequality and Social Discontent

Economic disparities and perceived social injustices often fuel frustration
that extremists exploit. Individuals facing unemployment, poverty, or social
exclusion may become susceptible to extremist narratives promising change or
scapegoating particular groups.

Political Polarization and Media Influence

The increasing polarization of American politics has contributed to
entrenched ideological divisions. Social media platforms and partisan news
outlets sometimes amplify extremist rhetoric, fostering echo chambers where
radical views flourish without critical challenge.

Identity and Cultural Conflicts

Issues related to race, ethnicity, religion, and national identity play a
significant role in driving political extremism. Groups that feel
marginalized or threatened by demographic and cultural shifts may resort to
extremist ideologies to assert their interests or resist change.



Major Extremist Groups and Movements

The US hosts a diverse array of extremist groups spanning the political
spectrum. These groups vary in their ideologies, methods, and objectives, but
all contribute to the broader phenomenon of political extremism.

Far-Right Extremist Groups

Far-right extremism in the US includes white supremacists, neo-Nazis, militia
movements, and other groups advocating for racial purity, anti-government
sentiments, and nationalist ideologies. These groups often engage in hate
crimes, domestic terrorism, and attempts to undermine democratic
institutions.

Far-Left Extremist Groups

Far-left extremism includes radical anarchist, anti-fascist, and
revolutionary socialist groups. While generally less associated with
organized violence than far-right groups, some factions have engaged in
aggressive protests and confrontations with law enforcement.

Single-Issue Extremist Movements

Some extremist groups focus on specific issues such as anti-abortion
activism, environmental extremism, or anti-immigration stances. These groups
can sometimes escalate to violent tactics in pursuit of their goals.

e Examples of far-right groups: Ku Klux Klan, Proud Boys, The Oath Keepers

e Examples of far-left groups: Ant

Frequently Asked Questions

What is political extremism in the US?

Political extremism in the US refers to the beliefs or actions of
individuals or groups that hold radical views far outside the mainstream
political spectrum, often advocating for drastic changes to the
government or society through uncompromising or sometimes violent means.



What are the main types of political extremism in
the US?

The main types of political extremism in the US include far-right
extremism, such as white supremacist and militia groups, and far-left
extremism, such as anarchist or radical anti-fascist groups.

How has political extremism in the US evolved in
recent years?

Political extremism in the US has become more visible and polarized in
recent years, fueled by social media, misinformation, political
rhetoric, and significant events like the January 6 Capitol riot,
leading to increased domestic terrorism concerns.

What role does social media play in US political
extremism?

Social media platforms can amplify extremist content by creating echo
chambers, enabling the rapid spread of radical ideas, recruitment, and
coordination among extremist groups, sometimes without sufficient
moderation or intervention.

What government measures exist to combat
political extremism in the US?

The US government employs law enforcement agencies like the FBI to
monitor and counter domestic extremism, enacts laws against hate crimes
and terrorism, and promotes community outreach programs to prevent
radicalization.

How does political extremism impact US democracy?

Political extremism can undermine US democracy by fostering division,
eroding trust in democratic institutions, encouraging political
violence, and making compromise and constructive dialogue more
difficult.



Are there particular regions in the US more
affected by political extremism?

Certain regions, especially rural areas and some urban centers, have
been identified as hotspots for specific extremist groups, but political
extremism can be found nationwide, affecting diverse communities.

How can citizens help reduce political extremism
in the US?

Citizens can help reduce political extremism by promoting critical
thinking, engaging in respectful political discourse, reporting
extremist activities to authorities, and supporting inclusive and fact-
based education.

What impact did the January 6 Capitol attack have
on addressing political extremism?

The January 6 Capitol attack heightened awareness of the threats posed
by domestic extremism, leading to increased government scrutiny, new
policy discussions on domestic terrorism, and efforts to improve
intelligence sharing and prevention strategies.

Additional Resources

1. “Alt-America: The Rise of the Radical Right in the Age of Trump” by
David Neiwert

This book explores the growth of far-right extremist movements in the
United States, focusing on the internet’s role in spreading radical
ideologies. Neiwert provides a detailed account of how conspiracy
theories and white nationalism have influenced political discourse. The
book also examines key groups and figures driving this movement,
offering insight into its dangerous implications for American democracy.

2. “American Hate: Survivors Speak Out” by Arjun Singh Sethi

Sethi’s work presents personal stories from survivors of hate crimes and
political extremism across the U.S. The book highlights the human cost
of rising xenophobia, racism, and religious intolerance. It also
provides a broader analysis of how extremist ideologies have permeated
mainstream politics and society.



3. “The Far Right in America” by Cas Mudde

This concise book offers an overview of the contemporary far-right
landscape in the United States, detailing its historical roots and
current manifestations. Mudde discusses various extremist groups, their
ideologies, and their impact on political culture. The book serves as an
accessible introduction to understanding right-wing extremism in
America.

4. “Rising Out of Hatred: The Awakening of a Former White Nationalist”
by Eli Saslow

This Pulitzer Prize-winning narrative tells the story of Derek Black, a
former white nationalist who reconsidered his beliefs after engaging
with diverse communities. Saslow provides a compelling look at the
personal transformation away from extremism. The book offers hope that
dialogue and education can counteract radicalization.

5. “They Thought They Were Free: The Germans, 1933-45" by Milton Mayer
Though focused on Nazi Germany, this classic work offers valuable
insights into how ordinary people become complicit in extremist regimes.
Mayer’s interviews reveal the social and psychological factors that
allowed extremism to flourish. The book’s lessons are often referenced
in discussions about political extremism in the U.S.

6. “Hate in the Homeland: The New Global Far Right” by Cynthia Miller-
Idriss

Miller-Idriss examines the international connections between far-right
groups, including those in the United States. The book explores how
extremist ideas, symbols, and tactics cross borders and influence each
other. It provides a global context for understanding the rise of
political extremism domestically.

7. “When They Call You a Terrorist: A Black Lives Matter Memoir” by
Patrisse Khan-Cullors and asha bandele

This memoir chronicles the experiences of Patrisse Khan-Cullors, co-
founder of the Black Lives Matter movement, confronting systemic racism
and political extremism. The book highlights the resistance against far-
right backlash and the fight for social justice. It sheds light on the
interplay between activism and extremist opposition in the U.S.

8. “The Storm Is Upon Us: How QAnon Became a Movement, Cult, and
Conspiracy Theory of Everything” by Mike Rothschild

Rothschild delves into the origins and spread of the QAnon conspiracy
movement, a significant element of recent American political extremism.
The book explains how QAnon’s apocalyptic beliefs have influenced
political behavior and public safety. It also discusses the challenges
in combating such widespread disinformation.

9. “Radical: Fighting to Put Students First” by Linda S. McCarron
While primarily focused on education reform, this book touches on how
political extremism affects public institutions, including schools.
McCarron discusses efforts to counteract radical ideologies in



educational settings and promote inclusive policies. The work
underscores the importance of addressing extremism to safeguard
democratic values in community spaces.
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political extremism us: Political Extremism in the United States Eamon Doyle,

2018-07-15 The 2016 presidential election brought to light the increasingly polarized nature of
American politics. What brought about this political extremism, and can anything be done to
curb it? This volume helps to define political extremism, explores the ways in which extremism
manifests itself, including hate speech and domestic terrorism, and explains theories about
how it can be counteracted. With partisanship in the United States showing no sign of decline
without significant intervention, it is more essential than ever to try to understand what
brought about this political division.

political extremism us: Political Extremism The New York Times Editorial Staff,
2019-12-15 American politics have become increasingly polarized over the past several
decades. As the two primary parties have moved further apart, so have those whose beliefs fall
on the extremes of the political spectrum. This book features articles that examine the ideas
and actions of political extremists from across the spectrum, ranging from single-issue groups
like Second Amendment and anti-abortion radicals, to larger movements such as
anti-government activists and the growing presence of white nationalists. With the reporting,
photography, and media literacy questions and terms collected here, readers will discover that
while these groups may operate on the fringes of American politics, the echoes of their
positions resonate into the mainstream.

political extremism us: The Nature and Origins of Political Extremism In Germany and
Beyond Sebastian Jungkunz, 2021-11-24 This book provides a systematic overview of the
prevalence, causes, and stability of left-wing and right-wing extremist attitudes in Germany
between 1994 and 2017. It shows that there are many similarities between left-wing and
right-wing extremists, both in terms of their ideologies and their individual experiences.
Overall, these causes can be traced back to three factors: unmet individual needs (e.g.,
deprivation or disenchantment with politics), access to ideological narratives that promise
simplified solutions to individual problems, and the larger social circumstances of life (e.g.,
transformation processes, unemployment, or immigration). Although extremist attitudes are
relatively rare, they are also shown to be highly stable: once acquired, individuals are difficult
to bring back onto the democratic path. This book is the first to systematically compare
left-wing and right-wing extremist attitudes, to provide an intensive methodological
contribution to the measurability of such attitudes, and to relate their causes and stability.

political extremism us: U. S. Strategy to Counter Domestic Political Terrorism James B.
Motley, 1993-04 Analysis by U.S. Army Colonel of U.S. policy, strategy, and organization for
combatting domestic terrorist activity. He offers pragmatic suggestions for improving the
domestic antiterrorism program. Chapters include: the threat of domestic terrorism: nature
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and dimensions; combatting the threat: unpreccedented policy decisions; the antiterrorism
program of the U.S. government; antiterrorist policy, organization, and strategy: a critical
appraisal; the threatened role of intelligence in combatting terrorism; the Hanafi Muslim
incident: a case study of successful hostage negotiations; and coping with the future:
recommendations for improvement.

political extremism us: Populism, Propaganda, and Political Extremism Adam G. Klein,
2025-11-05 At its core, this book is about political anger: how it is cultivated, where it is taking
us, and how to address it. Populism, Propaganda, and Political Extremism: Building the Rage
Machine explores the manufacturing of populist narratives and deployment of propaganda that
together produce a state of outrage and disunity in American politics. Through chronicling
these subversive communications, and the architects and influencers behind them, Adam Klein
expertly deconstructs the processes that sow national division. Today, these divisive
campaigns empower political extremists as they erode democratic norms. As this book
uncovers the forms and functions of political ragemaking, it also offers concrete prescriptions
for addressing the hostile partisanship that has consumed the national conversation. Here,
history will serve as a critical guide. Counteractive narratives that emerged out of prior eras of
destructive demagogues like Joseph McCarthy and George Wallace be explored for their
neutralizing potential. The book also faces down some of the most difficult questions, such as
how we reach the true believers who are not really interested in resolution, and how we
preserve the First Amendment while combating political extremism. Developed with the
student in mind, the book’s three-part focus on populism, propaganda, and political extremism
offers a framework for understanding the forces behind our fractured politics—and the
strategies that may counter them.

political extremism us: Political Terrorism A.]. Jongman, 2017-07-28 While there is no
easy way to define terrorism, it may generally be viewed as a method of violence in which
civilians are targeted with the objective of forcing a perceived enemy into submission by
creating fear, demoralization, and political friction in the population under attack. At one time
a marginal field of study in the social sciences, terrorism is now very much in center stage.
The 1970s terrorist attacks by the PLO, the Provisional Irish Republican Army, the Popular
Front for the Liberation of Palestine, the Japanese Red Army, the Unabomber, Aum Shinrikyo,
Timothy McVeigh, the World Trade Center attacks, the assault on a school in Russia, and
suicide bombers have all made the term terrorism an all-too-common part of our
vocabulary.This edition of Political Terrorism was originally published in the 1980s, well
before some of the horrific events noted above. This monumental collection of definitions,
conceptual frameworks, paradigmatic formulations, and bibliographic sources is being
reissued in paperback now as a resource for the expanding community of researchers on the
subject of terrorism. This is a carefully constructed guide to one of the most urgent issues of
the world today.When the first edition was originally published, Choice noted, This extremely
useful reference tool should be part of any serious social science collection. Chronicles of
Culture called it a tremendously comprehensive book about a subject that any who have
anything to lose--from property to liberty, life to limbs--should be forewarned against.

political extremism us: Confronting Right Wing Extremism and Terrorism in the
USA George Michael, 2003-09-02 This study draws upon declassified government documents,
NGO reports and extremist literature to provide a thought-provoking account of the extreme
right challenge in America. It will provide an invaluable resource to students of terrorism,
political violence and right-wing extremism, as well as appealing to the general reader with an
interest in contemporary American politics.--Jacket.

political extremism us: Origins of Political Extremism Manus I. Midlarsky,
2011-03-17 Political extremism is one of the most pernicious, destructive, and nihilistic forms
of human expression. During the twentieth century, in excess of 100 million people had their
lives taken from them as the result of extremist violence. In this wide-ranging book Manus I.



Midlarsky suggests that ephemeral gains, together with mortality salience, form basic
explanations for the origins of political extremism and constitute a theoretical framework that
also explains later mass violence. Midlarsky applies his framework to multiple forms of
political extremism, including the rise of Italian, Hungarian and Romanian fascism, Nazism,
radical Islamism, and Soviet, Chinese and Cambodian communism. Other applications include
a rampaging military (Japan, Pakistan, Indonesia) and extreme nationalism in Serbia, Croatia,
the Ottoman Empire and Rwanda. Polish anti-Semitism after World War II and the rise of
separatist violence in Sri Lanka are also examined.

political extremism us: Democratic Development & Political Terrorism William J. Crotty,
2005 This timely collection of original essays examines the global link between democratic
development and political terrorism, delving into the difficult questions, challenges,
far-reaching consequences, and uncertainties of dealing with terrorism on an international
scale.

political extremism us: Extremism in America George Michael, 2013-12-10 The
American Republic was born in revolt against the British crown, and ever since, political
extremism has had a long tradition in the United States. To some observers, the continued
presence of extremist groups--and the escalation of their activities--portends the fragmentation
of the country, while others believe such is the way American pluralism works. The word
extremism often carries negative connotations, yet in 1964 Barry Goldwater famously said,
Extremism in the defense of liberty is no vice. Extremism in America is a sweeping overview
and assessment of the various brands of bigotry, prejudice, zealotry, dogmatism, and
partisanship found in the United States, including the extreme right, the antiglobalization
movement, Black Nationalism, Chicano separatism, militant Islam, Jewish extremism,
eco-extremism, the radical antiabortion movement, and extremist terrorism. Many of these
forms of single-minded intolerance are repressed by both the state and society at large, but
others receive significant support from their constituencies and enjoy a level of respectability
in some quarters of the mainstream. The essays in this volume, written by area specialists,
examine the relationship between these movements and the larger society, dissect the
arguments of contemporary American anarchist activists, look at recent trends in political
extremism, and suggest how and why such arguments resonate with a considerable number of
people.

political extremism us: Political Terrorism Albert J. Jongman, 1988 While there is no
easy way to define terrorism, it may generally be viewed as a method of violence in which
civilians are targeted with the objective of forcing a perceived enemy into submission by
creating fear, demoralization, and political friction in the population under attack. At one time
a marginal field of study in the social sciences, terrorism is now very much in center stage.
The 1970s terrorist attacks by the PLO, the Provisional Irish Republican Army, the Popular
Front for the Liberation of Palestine, the Japanese Red Army, the Unabomber, Aum Shinrikyo,
Timothy McVeigh, the World Trade Center attacks, the assault on a school in Russia, and
suicide bombers have all made the term terrorism an all-too-common part of our vocabulary.
This edition of Political Terrorism was originally published in the 1980s, well before some of
the horrific events noted above. This monumental collection of definitions, conceptual
frameworks, paradigmatic formulations, and bibliographic sources is being reissued in
paperback now as a resource for the expanding community of researchers on the subject of
terrorism. This is a carefully constructed guide to one of the most urgent issues of the world
today. When the first edition was originally published, Choice noted, This extremely useful
reference tool should be part of any serious social science collection. Chronicles of Culture
called it a tremendously comprehensive book about a subject that any who have anything to
lose--from property to liberty, life to limbs--should be forewarned against. Alex P. Schmid
received his Ph.D. from the University of Zrich, Switzerland, and is a professor in the
Department of Political Science at Leiden University. He is the coauthor, with Albert J.




Jongman, of Soviet Military Interventions since 1945, available from Transaction. Albert ].
Jongman is principal researcher for PIOOM, the Interdisciplinary Research Programme on
Causes of Human Rights Violations, and has been a research assistant at the SIPRI in Sweden.
He is the author of Monitoring Human Rights Violations (State Violence, State Terrorism, and
Human Rights).Irving Louis Horowitz is Hannah Arendt Distinguished University Professor
Emeritus of Sociology and Political Science at Rutgers University, and the chairman and
editorial director of Transaction Publishers.

political extremism us: Political Islam and Religiously Motivated Political
Extremism Arno Tausch, 2023-02-15 This open access book presents an international
comparison of religiously motivated extremism in the Arab world and around the globe. Based
on data from the Arab Barometer and the World Values Survey, it applies advanced statistical
techniques to analyze how religiously motivated political extremism affects political and social
outcomes as well as political violence. The study clearly shows that identification with a
political Islam that also influences elections, promotes religious and gender discrimination,
and advocates an Islamist interpretation of Islam, are the main interrelated syndromes of
political Islam that together explain more than 50% of the total variance of the 24 model
variables used. “A carefully and methodically flawlessly researched work, which is highly
recommended for all those who deal seriously with this topic. Professor Arno Tausch is
clear-headed and possesses a remarkable ability to make the broad picture of Political Islam
accessible.“Hon. Prof. Gunther Hauser, Head of the Department Strategy and Security Policy,
National Defense Academy, Vienna, Austria “Methodological rigorous, scientifically sound,
empirically rich and combining the best of qualitative and quantitative approaches, Prof Arno
Tausch has produced a tour de force on Political Islam. This study reflects the best scholarship
on the subject and will be of use to both policy makers and academics.”Prof Hussein Solomon,
Academic Head of the Department of Political Studies and Governance, University of the Free
State, South Africa

political extremism us: Extremist Movements and Their Threat to the United States
United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Foreign Relations. Subcommittee on Near
Eastern and South Asian Affairs, 2000

political extremism us: Hate Groups and Extremist Organizations in America Barry J.
Balleck, 2019-07-08 This expansive collection of A-Z entries offers a compelling look into hate
groups in America. Focusing on organizations in operation today, this resource book for
student and general audiences covers numerous hot-button issues in politics and culture. The
Southern Poverty Law Center lists nearly 900 hate groups active in the United States today.
Some of these, such as the KKK, have deep roots in American history. Others are newer,
formed in response to policies and shifts in our cultural landscape. Often these organizations
imply defense of America and political ideals in their names, such as Council of Conservative
Citizens and American Family Association. Some, such as White Aryan Resistance and
Supreme White Alliance, are more direct in their associations. Nearly all posit an erosion of
rights and values; a way of life that is becoming lost to immigrants; a diffusion or integration
of population; and government overstep. Many of these groups preach a necessity for violence,
through either outright or thinly veiled language. Membership in these organizations poses
another topic for investigation, as their ranks are not just anti-government or pro-gun rights
types who seek to defend the Constitution. Many are simply citizens who see their ideal for
America as under threat by various groups—whether ethnic, racial, or religious. This unique
reference will allow readers to explore the underlying issues central to understanding them.
How do these hate groups get started, and why do people join?

political extremism us: American Political Culture Michael Shally-Jensen, Mark J.
Rozell, Ted G. Jelen, 2015-04-28 This all-encompassing encyclopedia provides a broad
perspective on U.S. politics, culture, and society, but also goes beyond the facts to consider
the myths, ideals, and values that help shape and define the nation. Demonstrating that



political culture is equally rooted in public events, internal debates, and historical experiences,
this unique, three-volume encyclopedia examines an exceptionally broad range of factors
shaping modern American politics, including popular belief, political action, and the
institutions of power and authority. Readers will see how political culture is shaped by the
attitudes, opinions, and behaviors of Americans, and how it affects those things in return. The
set also addresses the issue of American exceptionalism and examines the nation's place in the
world, both historically and in the 21st century. Essays cover pressing matters like
congressional gridlock, energy policy, abortion politics, campaign finance, Supreme Court
rulings, immigration, crime and punishment, and globalization. Social and cultural issues such
as religion, war, inequality, and privacy rights are discussed as well. Perhaps most
intriguingly, the encyclopedia surveys the fierce ongoing debate between different political
camps over the nation's historical development, its present identity, and its future course. By
exploring both fact and mythology, the work will enable students to form a broad yet nuanced
understanding of the full range of forces and issues affecting—and affected by—the political
process.

political extremism us: Religious Fundamentalism and Political Extremism Ami
Pedahzur, Leonard Weinberg, 2004-11-23 This book explores the relationships between
fundamentalist religious belief, political extremism and outbreaks of religiously inspired
violence. Is the post-Cold War world increasingly violent and is this violence the result of
strident religious understandings of how societies should be organized?

political extremism us: American History of Violence Thor Langfeldt, 2024-10-14
American History of Violence is a comprehensive examination of how violence has been central
to shaping the United States, both domestically and internationally. The book covers key
historical moments, from colonialism and slavery to civil rights struggles, mass shootings, and
U.S. foreign interventions. It explores how violence has been used as a tool for expansion,
control, and resistance, impacting everything from the displacement of Indigenous peoples to
modern-day conflicts like the War on Terror. Ultimately, the book provides a critical analysis of
the recurring patterns of violence that define America’s past and present, and raises essential
questions about the future. It is a deep exploration of the intersection of power, race, and
policy, offering readers insights into both the dark and enduring aspects of the nation's
history.

political extremism us: The Political Economy of War, Peace, and the Military-Industrial
Complex Raffaele Giammetti, Thomas Palley, 2025-01-10 This volume contains a collection of
articles by leading thinkers in economics, political economy and history. They explore the
enduring challenges of avoiding war and ensuring peace.

political extremism us: Modern American Extremism and Domestic Terrorism
Barry J. Balleck, 2018-06-01 Highlighting a breadth of American individuals and groups that
engaged in extremist behavior across history, this book provides a succinct, concise overview
of extremist behavior in the past and examines today's increasingly common incidences of hate
and extremism. Since the election of Barack Obama in 2008, extremist and hate groups have
seen a resurgence on the American political landscape. Members of these subgroups within
the American population have become concerned that the America that they have always
known is fading into oblivion, with a majority of individuals in these groups holding fiercely
anti-immigration views and adhering to the belief that the United States should not admit
large numbers of any group that is not white, Christian, or predominantly European. Others
believe that the principles and precepts of the U.S. Constitution have gone by the wayside and
that drastic measures are required to protect the underlying tenets that were the essential
elements of the Constitution and many of their nation's founding principles. How did these
individuals come to feel this way, is it possible to bring these impassioned extremists back into
the fold, and if so, how? This book provides comprehensive, illuminating, and sometimes
disturbing insights into the individuals, groups, and events that have illustrated extremist




behavior in post-World War II America. Ranging from the anti-communist rhetoric and
activities of the John Birch Society, to the radical socialist ideals of the Black Panthers, to the
goals of a pure America articulated by white nationalists, this book documents the various
extremist elements that shaped the second half of the 20th century as well as the first two
decades of the 21st century. Readers will grasp how events in the histories of individuals and
groups as well as perceived injustices have lead to the incidences of hate and extremism in
American society. The encyclopedic entries of the book are specifically written to accessible to
readers without specific knowledge of extremism, political science, or sociology.

political extremism us: American Foreign Policy and Political Ambition James Lee
Ray, 2013-08-20 In his eagerly-awaited second edition of American Foreign Policy and Political
Ambition, James Ray revisits his deceptively simple premise that the highest priority of leaders
is to stay in power. Looking at how political ambition and domestic pressures impact foreign
policymaking is the key to understanding how and why foreign policy decisions are made. The
text begins by using this analytic approach to look at the history of foreign policymaking and
then examines how various parties inside and outside government influence decision making.
In a unique third section, the book takes a regional approach, not only covering trends other
books tend to miss, but giving students the opportunity to think comprehensively about how
issues intersect around the globe—from human security and democratization, to globalization
and pollution. Guided by input from adopters and reviewers, Ray has thoroughly re-organized
the book and streamlined some coverage to better consolidate the historical, institutional,
regional, and topical chapters and focus the thematic lens of the book. Ray has also brought
the book fully up-to-date, addressing the latest events in American foreign policy, including the
wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, the killing of Bin Laden, the WikiL.eaks scandal and its
aftermath, the impact of social media on foreign policy and world affairs, nuclear proliferation,
developments in U.S.-Russian relations, climate change, and more.
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