political geography

political geography is a critical subfield of human geography that examines
the spatial expression of political behavior and the organization of
political entities across the globe. It explores how geographic space
influences political power structures, boundaries, and governance, as well as
how political processes shape geographic landscapes. This field integrates
geographical and political science concepts to analyze the relationship
between territory, sovereignty, and identity. Key themes include the study of
nation-states, borders, geopolitical strategies, and the impact of
globalization on political territories. Understanding political geography is
essential for grasping the complexities of international relations, regional
conflicts, and the distribution of power. This article will delve into the
foundational concepts, significant theories, and practical applications of
political geography, providing a comprehensive overview of this dynamic
discipline.
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Fundamental Concepts of Political Geography

Political geography provides insight into how political phenomena are
spatially distributed and how geographic factors influence political
activities. At its core, it studies the organization of space in relation to
political structures such as states, nations, and empires. The field
considers the role of territory as a fundamental element in political
identity and sovereignty. It also examines political behavior at wvarious
scales, from local governance to international diplomacy. Concepts such as
statehood, nationalism, and citizenship are pivotal in understanding how
political geography shapes human interaction and governance.

State and Nation

The terms "state" and "nation" are foundational in political geography. A
state refers to a defined political entity with a permanent population, a
government, and recognized sovereignty over its territory. In contrast, a
nation is a group of people who share common cultural elements such as
language, ethnicity, or history, often aspiring to self-determination.
Political geography explores the overlapping and sometimes conflicting
relationships between nations and states, especially in cases of
multinational states or stateless nations.



Sovereignty and Territory

Sovereignty 1is the supreme authority a state exercises over its territory and
population. Territoriality involves the control and influence over geographic
space, which is a central theme in political geography. The concept
emphasizes the importance of boundaries and territorial claims in maintaining
political order and asserting control. This includes the study of how borders
are established, maintained, and contested through historical processes and
contemporary political negotiations.

Political Boundaries and Territoriality

Political boundaries are the spatial limits of political entities, defining
the jurisdictional reach of governments. These boundaries can be natural,
such as rivers and mountain ranges, or artificial, created through treaties,
colonization, or conflict resolution. Political geography investigates the
significance of these borders in terms of security, identity, and resource
control. Territoriality refers to the strategies employed by states and
political actors to assert and defend control over their spaces.

Types of Political Boundaries

Political geography categorizes boundaries into several types based on their
origin and nature:

e Natural Boundaries: Defined by physical features like rivers, mountains,
or deserts that separate political territories.

e Artificial Boundaries: Created through human decisions, often following
lines of latitude or longitude.

e Relict Boundaries: Former boundaries that no longer function politically
but remain visible on the landscape.

e Operational Boundaries: Boundaries where the function and control are
actively maintained and contested.

Border Conflicts and Disputes

Border disputes are common in political geography, often arising from
ambiguous boundaries or competing territorial claims. Such conflicts can lead
to diplomatic tensions, military confrontations, or prolonged disputes over
resources. Political geography studies these disputes to understand the
underlying causes, the role of international law, and the impact on regional
stability. Examples include contested borders in regions such as Kashmir, the
South China Sea, and parts of Africa.

Geopolitics and Global Power Dynamics

Geopolitics is a key area within political geography that examines how
geographical space affects international politics and power relations. It



focuses on the strategic interests of states and their interactions on the
global stage. Geopolitical analysis considers factors such as geography,
resources, military capabilities, and alliances in shaping foreign policy and
global power structures. Political geography provides the spatial context
necessary to understand these global dynamics.

Classical Geopolitical Theories

Several classical geopolitical theories have influenced the development of
political geography:

e Heartland Theory: Proposed by Halford Mackinder, suggesting that control
of the Eurasian "Heartland" is key to global dominance.

e Rimland Theory: Nicholas Spykman’s theory emphasizing the importance of
coastal fringes and buffer zones around Eurasia.

e Sea Power Theory: Alfred Mahan’s focus on naval supremacy as a
determinant of national power.

Contemporary Geopolitical Issues

Modern geopolitical concerns include the rise of emerging powers, the role of
supranational organizations, and the impact of globalization on state
sovereignty. Political geography analyzes how shifts in economic power,
technological advances, and environmental challenges influence geopolitical
strategies. Issues such as energy security, cyber warfare, and regional
integration are central to understanding contemporary global politics.

Political Geography in the Modern World

In today’s interconnected world, political geography continues to evolve,
addressing new challenges and phenomena. The increasing complexity of
political boundaries, the influence of global institutions, and the
importance of identity politics are areas of active study. Political
geography also plays a role in analyzing electoral geography, urban
governance, and the politics of migration.

Globalization and Political Geography

Globalization has transformed traditional notions of political geography by
intensifying cross-border interactions and diminishing the relative
importance of some territorial boundaries. While states remain central
actors, multinational corporations, international organizations, and non-
state actors now influence political processes. Political geography examines
the tension between global integration and local or national autonomy.



Electoral Geography

Electoral geography studies the spatial patterns of voting behavior,
political representation, and the impact of districting. It provides insights
into how geographic factors influence election outcomes and political power
distribution within states. This subfield is crucial for understanding
gerrymandering, regional political divides, and the spatial dimensions of
democracy.

Challenges and Future Directions in Political
Geography

Political geography faces numerous challenges in addressing emerging global
issues and adapting to changing political realities. Environmental changes,
technological advancements, and shifting power dynamics require continuous
reevaluation of traditional geographic concepts. The discipline must also
confront ethical considerations related to territorial disputes, nationalism,
and human rights.

Environmental Politics and Territorial Conflicts

Environmental degradation and climate change have introduced new dimensions
to political geography. Resource scarcity, such as water and arable land, has
become a source of conflict. Political geography analyzes how environmental
factors influence territorial disputes and international cooperation efforts.

Technological Impact on Political Geography

Advances in technology, including satellite surveillance, digital
communication, and cyber capabilities, have transformed political control and
territorial management. Political geography explores the implications of
these technologies for state sovereignty, border security, and global
governance.

Future Trends

1. Increased importance of transnational regions and supranational
organizations.

2. Growing role of identity politics and cultural geography in shaping
political boundaries.

3. Enhanced focus on urban political geography and city-states.

4. Integration of geographic information systems (GIS) and spatial analysis
in political research.

5. Greater emphasis on interdisciplinary approaches combining geography,
political science, and environmental studies.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is political geography?

Political geography is the study of the spatial distribution of political
processes and how they impact geographical areas, including the analysis of
boundaries, territories, and the organization of political entities.

How do political boundaries affect international
relations?

Political boundaries define the territorial limits of states and influence
international relations by determining jurisdiction, sovereignty, and control
over resources, which can lead to cooperation or conflict between neighboring
countries.

What role does political geography play in electoral
processes?

Political geography influences electoral processes by determining the spatial
organization of voting districts, which can affect representation,
gerrymandering, and the overall outcome of elections.

How has globalization impacted political geography?

Globalization has challenged traditional political geography by increasing
the interconnectedness of states, reducing the significance of physical
borders in some contexts, and promoting supranational entities like the
European Union.

What is the significance of geopolitics in political
geography?

Geopolitics examines the influence of geographic factors on political power
and international relations, helping to understand strategic interests,
territorial disputes, and the distribution of global power.

How do cultural and ethnic factors influence
political geography?

Cultural and ethnic factors shape political geography by affecting the
formation of nations, states, and autonomous regions, often leading to
movements for self-determination, regional autonomy, or conflict over
territorial control.

Additional Resources

1. Political Geography: Territories, Boundaries and International Relations
This book offers a comprehensive overview of political geography, focusing on
the significance of territorial boundaries and the role they play in
international relations. It explores the historical evolution of borders and
how geography influences political power dynamics. The text also examines



contemporary issues such as globalization, nationalism, and conflicts over
territory.

2. The Geography of Politics in the United States

Focusing on the United States, this book analyzes how geographic factors
shape political behavior and electoral outcomes. It delves into regional
political cultures, demographic shifts, and the spatial distribution of
political ideologies. The work also highlights the impact of urbanization and
migration on the political landscape.

3. Geopolitics: A Very Short Introduction

This concise book introduces readers to the fundamental concepts of
geopolitics and political geography. It discusses how geographical space
influences global power relations, strategic interests, and conflicts. The
author provides case studies to illustrate how geography affects diplomacy
and international policies.

4. Territory and Power in the Global Age

Examining the changing nature of territory in the modern world, this book
investigates how globalization challenges traditional notions of state
sovereignty and territorial control. It explores new forms of governance,
transnational spaces, and the political implications of shifting borders. The
text also addresses issues like migration, security, and economic
integration.

5. Political Geography: World-Economy, Nation-State and Locality

This work connects political geography with economic systems, emphasizing the
interactions between global economies, nation-states, and local territories.
It discusses how economic globalization affects political boundaries and
territorial governance. The book also explores spatial inequalities and
regional development within political contexts.

6. Borders: Frontiers of Identity, Nation and State

Focusing on the concept of borders, this book explores how boundaries shape
identities and political affiliations. It examines the social, cultural, and
political functions of borders in different parts of the world. The text also
addresses border conflicts, migration policies, and the impact of borderlands
on state relations.

7. Critical Geopolitics: The Politics of Writing Global Space

This book offers a critical approach to understanding geopolitics, analyzing
how political narratives and discourses shape the perception of global
spaces. It challenges traditional geopolitical theories by exploring the role
of media, culture, and ideology. The author investigates how geopolitical
knowledge is constructed and used to justify political actions.

8. State Power and Territory: Political Authority in Modern Russia

Focusing on Russia, this book studies the relationship between state power
and territorial control. It explores how political authority is exercised
across vast and diverse geographic spaces. The text covers historical and
contemporary perspectives on federalism, regionalism, and border policies in
Russia.

9. Geography and Political Violence: The Spatial Dynamics of Conflict

This book analyzes the geographic dimensions of political violence and
conflict. It investigates how spatial factors such as territory, borders, and
resource distribution influence the outbreak and development of violence. The
work also explores case studies of ethnic conflicts, civil wars, and
insurgencies to illustrate the importance of geography in political wviolence.
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political geography: Fishery Market News , 1986
political geography: The SAGE Handbook of Political Geography Kevin R Cox, Murray Low,

Jennifer Robinson, 2007-12-18 A thorough and absorbing tour of the sub-discipline... An essential
acquisition for any scholar or teacher interested in geographical perspectives on political process. -
Sallie Marston, University of Arizona This unique book is a true encyclopedia of political geography.
- Vladimir Kolossov, Institute of Geography of the Russian Academy of Sciences and Vice President
of the IGU The SAGE Handbook of Political Geography provides a highly contextualised and
systematic overview of the latest thinking and research in the field. Edited by key scholars, with
international contributions from acknowledged authorities on the relevant research, the Handbook is
divided into six sections: Scope and Development of Political Geography: the geography of
knowledge, conceptualisations of power and scale. Geographies of the State: state theory, territory
and central local relations, legal geographies, borders. Participation and representation: citizenship,
electoral geography, media public space and social movements. Political Geographies of Difference:
class, nationalism, gender, sexuality and culture. Geography Policy and Governance: regulation,
welfare, urban space, and planning. Global Political Geographies: imperialism, post-colonialism,
globalization, environmental politics, IR, war and migration. The SAGE Handbook of Political
Geography is essential reading for upper level students and scholars with an interest in politics and
space.

political geography: Political Geography Sara Smith, 2020-02-17 Brings political geography
to life—explores key concepts, critical debates, and contemporary research in the field. Political
geography is the study of how power struggles both shape and are shaped by the places in which
they occur—the spatial nature of political power. Political Geography: A Critical Introduction helps
students understand how power is related to space, place, and territory, illustrating how everyday
life and the world of global conflict and nation-states are inextricably intertwined. This timely,
engaging textbook weaves critical, postcolonial, and feminist narratives throughout its exploration of
key concepts in the discipline. Accessible to students new to the field, this text offers critical
approaches to political geography—including questions of gender, sexuality, race, and
difference—and explains central political concepts such as citizenship, security, and territory in a
geographic context. Case studies incorporate methodologies that illustrate how political
geographers perform research, enabling students to develop a well-rounded critical approach rather
than merely focusing on results. Chapters cover topics including the role of nationalism in shaping
allegiances, the spatial aspects of social movements and urban politics, the relationship between
international relations and security, the effects of non-human actors in politics, and more. Global in
scope, this book: Highlights a diverse range of globally-oriented issues, such as global inequality,
that demonstrate the need for critical political geography Demonstrates how critiques of political
geography intersect with decolonial, feminist, and queer movements Covers the Eurocentric origins
of many of the discipline’s key concepts Integrates advances in political geography theory and
firsthand accounts of innovative research from rising scholars in the field Explores both intimate
stories from everyday life and abstract concepts central to contemporary political geography
Political Geography: A Critical Introduction is an ideal resource for students in political and feminist
geography, as well as graduate students and researchers seeking an overview of the discipline.

political geography: A Companion to Political Geography John A. Agnew, Katharyne Mitchell,
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Gerard Toal, 2008-04-15 A Companion to Political Geography presents students and researchers
with a substantial survey of this active and vibrant field. Introduces the best thinking in
contemporary political geography. Contributions written by scholars whose work has helped to
shape the discipline. Includes work at the cutting edge of the field. Covers the latest theoretical
developments.

political geography: Key Concepts in Political Geography Carolyn Gallaher, 2009-05-07 This is
a new kind of textbook that forms part of an innovative set of companion texts for the human
geography subdisciplines. Organized around 20 short essays, Key Concepts in Political Geography
provides a cutting-edge introduction to the central concepts that define contemporary research in
the field. Involving detailed yet expansive discussions, the book includes: * an introductory chapter
providing a succinct overview of the recent developments in the field * over 20 key concept entries
covering the expected staples of the sub-discipline, such as nationalism, territoriality, scale and
political-economy, as well as relatively new arrivals to the field including the other, anti-statism,
gender, and post-conflict * extensive pedagogic features that enhance understanding including a
glossary, figures, diagrams and further reading.

political geography: Political Geography Rachael Squire, Anna Jackman, 2023-11 Designed
as a core text for undergraduate students. Politcal Geography employs a novel and accessible
structure to guide students through the key Approaches, Concepts, and Futures of Political
Geography.

political geography: An Introduction to Political Geography Martin Jones, Rhys Jones,
Michael Woods, 2004-03-01 An Introduction to Political Geography provides a broad-based
introduction to how power interacts with space; how place influences political identities; and how
policy creates and remoulds territory. By pushing back the boundaries of what we conventionally
understand as political geography, the book emphasizes the interactions between power, politics and
policy, space, place and territory in different geographical contexts. This is both an essential text for
political geographers and also a valuable resource for students of related fields with an interest in
politics and geography.

political geography: Political Geography Richard Muir, 1997-05-28 An entirely new text for
students of political geography following in the footsteps of the author's highly successful Modern
Political Geography. Unlike other texts in this field it takes a broad and inclusive view of its subject
matter, a pluralist and humanistic approach, and combines coverage of theory and empirical
developments drawn from a wide range of countries throughout.

political geography: Systematic Political Geography Harm J. De Blij, 1973 La primera parte de
la obra incluye una introduccion a la geografiapolitica, seguida de un estudio de la emergencia y
estructura del estado y de sus elementos. Mas adelante alude a varios aspectos territoriales, como la
capital, fronteras y limites y mas terrial. Por ultimo, se ocupa de los modernos fenomenos del
colonialismo y el supranacionalismo.

political geography: Making Political Geography John Agnew, Luca Muscara, 2012-02-16
Dating from its inception in the late nineteenth century, political geography as a field has been
heavily influenced by global events of the time. Thus, rather than trying to impose a single
“fashionable” theory, leading geographers John Agnew and Luca Muscara consider the underlying
role of changing geopolitical context as their framework for understanding the evolution of the
discipline. The authors trace the development of key thinkers and theories during three distinct
periods—1875-1945, the Cold War, and the post-Cold War—emphasizing the ongoing struggle
between theoretical “monism” and “pluralism,” or one path to knowledge versus many. The world
has undergone dramatic shifts since the book’s first publication in 2002, and this thoroughly revised
and updated second edition focuses especially on reinterpretations of the post-Cold War period.
Agnew and Muscara explore the renewed questioning of international borders, the emergence of the
Middle East and displacement of Europe as the center of global geopolitics, the rise of China and
other new powers, the reappearance of environmental issues, and the development of critical
geopolitics. With its deeply knowledgeable and balanced history and overview of the field, this



concise work will be a valuable and flexible text for all courses in political geography.

political geography: An Introduction to Political Geography Martin Jones, Rhys Jones, Michael
Woods, Mark Whitehead, Deborah Dixon, Matthew Hannah, 2014-11-13 An Introduction to Political
Geography continues to provide a broad-based introduction to contemporary political geography for
students following undergraduate degree courses in geography and related subjects. The text
explores the full breadth of contemporary political geography, covering not only traditional concerns
such as the state, geopolitics, electoral geography and nationalism; but also increasing important
areas at the cutting-edge of political geography research including globalization, the geographies of
regulation and governance, geographies of policy formulation and delivery, and themes at the
intersection of political and cultural geography, including the politics of place consumption,
landscapes of power, citizenship, identity politics and geographies of mobilization and resistance.
This second edition builds on the strengths of the first. The main changes and enhancements are:
four new chapters on: political geographies of globalization, geographies of empire, political
geography and the environment and geopolitics and critical geopolitics significant updating and
revision of the existing chapters to discuss key developments, drawing on recent academic
contributions and political events new case studies, drawing on an increasing number of
international and global examples additional boxes for key concepts and an enlarged glossary. As
with the first edition, extensive use is made of case study examples, illustrations, explanatory boxes,
guides to further reading and a glossary of key terms to present the material in an easily accessible
manner. Through employment of these techniques this book introduces students to contributions
from a range of social and political theories in the context of empirical case study examples. By
providing a basic introduction to such concepts and pointing to pathways into more specialist
material, this book serves both as a core text for first- and second- year courses in political
geography, and as a resource alongside supplementary textbooks for more specialist third year
courses.

political geography: Political Geography Kevin R. Cox, 2008-04-15 Developed out of the
author's own substantial teaching experience, this introduction to political geography approaches its
subject matter from the standpoint of political economy and the politics of difference.

political geography: An Introduction to Political Geography Martin Jones, Rhys Jones, Michael
Woods, Mark Whitehead, Deborah Dixon, Matthew Hannah, 2014-11-13 An Introduction to Political
Geography continues to provide a broad-based introduction to contemporary political geography for
students following undergraduate degree courses in geography and related subjects. The text
explores the full breadth of contemporary political geography, covering not only traditional concerns
such as the state, geopolitics, electoral geography and nationalism; but also increasing important
areas at the cutting-edge of political geography research including globalization, the geographies of
regulation and governance, geographies of policy formulation and delivery, and themes at the
intersection of political and cultural geography, including the politics of place consumption,
landscapes of power, citizenship, identity politics and geographies of mobilization and resistance.
This second edition builds on the strengths of the first. The main changes and enhancements are:
four new chapters on: political geographies of globalization, geographies of empire, political
geography and the environment and geopolitics and critical geopolitics significant updating and
revision of the existing chapters to discuss key developments, drawing on recent academic
contributions and political events new case studies, drawing on an increasing number of
international and global examples additional boxes for key concepts and an enlarged glossary. As
with the first edition, extensive use is made of case study examples, illustrations, explanatory boxes,
guides to further reading and a glossary of key terms to present the material in an easily accessible
manner. Through employment of these techniques this book introduces students to contributions
from a range of social and political theories in the context of empirical case study examples. By
providing a basic introduction to such concepts and pointing to pathways into more specialist
material, this book serves both as a core text for first- and second- year courses in political
geography, and as a resource alongside supplementary textbooks for more specialist third year



courses.

political geography: Politics, Geography and "political Geography" , 1995

political geography: A Handbook of Political Geography Dr. Sanjay Kumar, 2021-08-14 A
HANDBOOK OF POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY Political geography is the field of human geography that
is concerned with the study of both the spatially uneven outcomes of political processes and the
ways in which political processes are themselves affected by spatial structures. Conventionally
political geography adopts a three-scale structure for the purposes of analysis with the study of the
state at the centre, above this is the study of international relations (or geopolitics), and below it is
the study of localities. The primary concerns of the sub-discipline can be summarised as the
inter-relationships between people, state, and territory. The origins of political geography lie in the
origins of human geography itself and the early practitioners were concerned mainly with the
military and political consequences of the relationships between physical geography, state
territories, and state power. In particular, there was a close association with regional geography,
with its focus on the unique characteristics of regions, and environmental determinism with its
emphasis on the influence of the physical environment on human activities. Critical political
geography is mainly concerned with the criticism of traditional political geographies vis-a-vis
modern trends. As with much of the move towards ‘Critical geographies’, the arguments have drawn
largely from postmodern, post-structural and postcolonial theories. Updating the prospects of the
students of political geography this encyclopedia takes the development of the past century into the
present century. Contents: ¢ Introduction * Concept of Nation and State ¢ Election Geography ¢
Continent of Asia ¢ Continent of Europe ¢ Continent of Africa * Continents of Americas ¢ Political
Geographies of Globalization Governance * Economic Development as a Matter of Political
Geography

political geography: Political Geography , 2014-05-22 We live in a rapidly changing world in
which politics is becoming both more and less predictable at the same time: this makes political
geography a particularly exciting topic to study. To make sense of the continuities and disruptions
within this political world requires a strongly focused yet flexible text. This new (sixth) edition of
Peter Taylor’s Political Geography proves itself fit for the task of coping with a frequently and
rapidly changing geo-political landscape. Co-authored again with Colin Flint, it retains the
intellectual clarity, rigour and vision of previous editions, based upon its world-systems approach.
Reflecting the backdrop of the current global climate, this is the Empire, globalization and climate
change edition in which global political change is being driven by three related processes: the role of
cities in economic and political networks; the problems facing territorially based notions of
democratic politics and citizenship, and the ongoing spectre of war. This sixth edition remains a core
text for students of political geography, geopolitics, international relations and political science, as
well as more broadly across human geography and the social sciences.

political geography: Basic Principles of Geopolitics and History Debabrata Sen, 1975

political geography: The Structure of Political Geography Julian Minghi, 2017-09-04 This
volume seeks to provide a sense of purpose and order to the study of political geography. The editors
devise a conceptual structure for the field, bringing political geography into line with trends in
contemporary geography as a whole and with other social sciences. Not only do the selections
contain a wide variety of contributions from other fields, but the introductory essays and annotated
bibliographies suggest related research. The structure of the book enjoys close parallels in other
social sciences.The organization of the book reflects the editors' definitions and structuring of
political geography. Part I, Heritage, includes works that have contributed to the theoretical
development of the field. Part II, Structure, comprises the concern to which political geographers
have devoted most of their past attention. Parts III and IV, Process and Behavior, form the subject
where much future theoretical and practical effort is needed. Part V, Environment, provides the
context in which spatial structure, process, and behavior occur.The Structure of Political Geography
includes selections from sociobiology, history, international relations, political economy, political
science, social psychology, and sociology. The classics in the field are an essential inclusion since the



book would be incomplete without them. The selections in the volume, originally published in 1971,
remain useful and pertinent to political geographers of diverse persuasion and to social scientists
interested in geographical approaches. The fact that there is a clear focus and conceptual
interdependence in political geography is the volume's greatest contribution.

political geography: POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY NARAYAN CHANGDER, 2023-11-29 Note:
Anyone can request the PDF version of this practice set/workbook by emailing me at
cbsenet4u@gmail.com. I will send you a PDF version of this workbook. This book has been designed
for candidates preparing for various competitive examinations. It contains many objective questions
specifically designed for different exams. Answer keys are provided at the end of each page. It will
undoubtedly serve as the best preparation material for aspirants. This book is an engaging quiz
eBook for all and offers something for everyone. This book will satisfy the curiosity of most students
while also challenging their trivia skills and introducing them to new information. Use this
invaluable book to test your subject-matter expertise. Multiple-choice exams are a common
assessment method that all prospective candidates must be familiar with in today?s academic
environment. Although the majority of students are accustomed to this MCQ format, many are not
well-versed in it. To achieve success in MCQ tests, quizzes, and trivia challenges, one requires
test-taking techniques and skills in addition to subject knowledge. It also provides you with the skills
and information you need to achieve a good score in challenging tests or competitive examinations.
Whether you have studied the subject on your own, read for pleasure, or completed coursework, it
will assess your knowledge and prepare you for competitive exams, quizzes, trivia, and more.

political geography: Political Geography Rachael Squire, Anna Jackman, 2023-11-01 This
innovative and thought-provoking text will teach you about the diverse and increasingly expansive
sub-discipline of geopolitics. Divided into three sections, Political Geography draws on case studies
from a diverse range of scales, contexts, and demographics, to introduce you to the key approaches,
concepts, and futures of geopolitics. You will cover an extensive range of key topics in Political
Geography, from feminist geopolitics to non-human worlds, and nationalism to peace and resistance.
Throughout this first edition you will apply various theoretical lenses, utilise a wide range of
examples both past and present, and draw on cutting edge scholarship to reinvigorate your
understanding of important themes such as the state, borders, and territory. Based on the
award-winning course at RHUL, Politcal Geography includes a variety of sites, spaces, materials, and
images alongside ‘In the field’ tips, ideas for practical dissertation research, and tasks to facilitate
active follow-on learning. Case studies, key terms, key questions and learning exercises, and
annotated readings are included throughout every chapter to aid understanding and help you to
engage and reflect on the content. Designed as a core text for undergraduates and an introductory
text for postgraduates with an interest in Political Geography. Rachael Squire is lecturer in Human
Geography at Royal Holloway University of London Anna Jackman is lecturer in Human Geography
at University of Reading
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