power and political survival

power and political survival are two intertwined concepts that play a crucial role in
shaping the dynamics of governance and leadership in any political system. Power, in its
various forms, enables political actors to influence decisions, control resources, and
maintain authority over constituents. Political survival refers to the strategies and
mechanisms leaders employ to remain in power amidst challenges such as opposition,
public dissent, and institutional constraints. Understanding the relationship between
power and political survival is essential for analyzing political stability, regime durability,
and the behavior of political elites. This article explores the sources of power, the tactics
used for political survival, and the impact of power consolidation on democratic and
authoritarian regimes. Additionally, it discusses the challenges faced by political leaders in
sustaining their rule and the implications for the broader political landscape.
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The Nature of Power in Politics

Power is a foundational element in political science, representing the ability of individuals
or groups to influence or control the behavior of others, often to achieve desired
outcomes. In politics, power manifests in various forms including coercive power,
legitimate authority, expert knowledge, and charismatic influence. The legitimacy of
power often determines its effectiveness and acceptance among the populace. Political
power can be derived from formal institutions such as constitutions and laws, or informally
through patronage networks, social capital, and control over economic resources.

Types of Political Power

Political power can be categorized into several types based on its source and exercise:

e Coercive Power: The use or threat of force to compel compliance.

e Legitimate Power: Power granted by legal or formal authority recognized by
society.

* Expert Power: Influence gained through specialized knowledge or skills.

e Referent Power: Based on personal charisma, reputation, or identification by
followers.



¢ Economic Power: Control over financial resources and wealth.

The Role of Institutions in Power Distribution

Institutions play a significant role in shaping the distribution and exercise of power within
any political system. Democratic institutions, for example, provide checks and balances
that limit the concentration of power, whereas authoritarian regimes often have weaker
institutional constraints, allowing for more centralized control. The design and strength of
political institutions affect how power is acquired, maintained, and transferred, which in
turn influences political survival.

Strategies for Political Survival

Political survival involves a range of strategies employed by leaders and political actors to
maintain their position and authority. These strategies are often context-dependent,
varying according to the nature of the political system, the level of competition, and the
threats faced. Successful political survival requires balancing the use of power, managing
alliances, and responding to internal and external pressures.

Building and Maintaining Coalitions

Coalition-building is a critical strategy for political survival, particularly in competitive
political environments. Leaders form alliances with other political actors, interest groups,
and social factions to create a broad base of support. These coalitions can provide
resources, legitimacy, and protection against opposition forces. Maintaining coalition
loyalty often involves distributing resources, patronage, and political favors.

Control Over Security Forces

In many political systems, control over the military, police, and intelligence services is
essential for political survival. Leaders who command loyalty from security forces can
deter coups, suppress dissent, and enforce their rule. This control often involves ensuring
the allegiance of key commanders and integrating security apparatuses into the political
power structure.

Manipulation of Electoral Processes

In electoral democracies, political survival may depend on winning elections through
legitimate or illegitimate means. Manipulating electoral processes, such as voter
suppression, fraud, or controlling media narratives, can enhance the chances of re-
election. While such tactics may undermine democratic principles, they are frequently
employed to secure political survival.

Co-optation and Repression

Political leaders often use a combination of co-optation and repression to neutralize
threats. Co-optation involves bringing potential opponents into the ruling coalition by
offering incentives, while repression entails the use of force or legal measures to eliminate



or marginalize dissenters. The balance between these approaches varies depending on the
political context and the leader’s strategy.

Power Consolidation and Regime Stability

Consolidating power is a key factor in achieving regime stability and long-term political
survival. Leaders who successfully centralize authority can reduce uncertainty, manage
internal conflicts, and project strength both domestically and internationally. However,
excessive concentration of power may also provoke resistance and undermine legitimacy.

Mechanisms of Power Consolidation

Power consolidation occurs through various mechanisms, including:

1. Institutional Reforms: Altering constitutions, laws, or political structures to
concentrate power.

2. Control of Media and Information: Managing public perception and limiting
opposition voices.

3. Elimination of Political Rivals: Removing or sidelining competitors through legal
or extralegal means.

4. Centralization of Economic Resources: Dominating key economic sectors to fund
political activities and reward supporters.

Impact on Regime Longevity

While power consolidation can enhance regime longevity by creating a stable power base,
it can also lead to vulnerabilities. Overconcentration of power may alienate key societal
groups, provoke elite fragmentation, and escalate public dissatisfaction. Thus, the
sustainability of political survival often depends on balancing power consolidation with
adaptability and responsiveness to societal demands.

Challenges to Political Survival

Political survival is fraught with challenges that can undermine a leader’s hold on power.
These challenges stem from both internal dynamics and external pressures, requiring
constant vigilance and strategic adaptation.

Elite Competition and Fragmentation

Competition among political elites often poses a significant threat to political survival.
Rival factions may seek to challenge the leader’s authority through coups, defections, or
forming alternative power centers. Managing elite relations through patronage,
negotiation, or repression is critical to preventing fragmentation.



Public Dissent and Social Movements

Public dissatisfaction, protests, and social movements can erode political legitimacy and
destabilize regimes. Leaders must address grievances either through reforms or
repression to mitigate the risk of losing power. Ignoring or mishandling public dissent
often accelerates political decline.

Economic Crises and Governance Failures

Economic downturns and failures in governance can weaken political survival by
undermining public trust and increasing opposition mobilization. Effective management of
economic policies and public services is essential to maintaining legitimacy and support.

International Influences

External actors, including foreign governments, international organizations, and
transnational networks, can influence political survival by imposing sanctions, supporting
opposition groups, or providing diplomatic backing. Navigating international dynamics is
an important aspect of political strategy.

Implications for Democratic and Authoritarian
Regimes

The interplay between power and political survival manifests differently in democratic and
authoritarian regimes, shaping the nature of governance, citizen participation, and regime
stability.

Political Survival in Democracies

In democratic systems, political survival depends largely on electoral success, public
approval, and adherence to institutional norms. Leaders must respond to voter
preferences, maintain transparent governance, and operate within legal frameworks.
While power is distributed and contested, political survival requires coalition-building,
policy effectiveness, and legitimacy.

Political Survival in Authoritarian Regimes

Authoritarian leaders often rely on centralized power, repression, and control over
institutions to ensure political survival. The absence of competitive elections and limited
political freedoms necessitate alternative strategies such as patronage networks,
manipulation of information, and coercive measures. However, authoritarian regimes face
persistent risks from elite dissent, popular unrest, and economic challenges.

Comparative Perspectives

Comparing democratic and authoritarian approaches to power and political survival
reveals the trade-offs between stability, legitimacy, and governance quality. Democracies
may experience regular leadership turnover but tend to foster accountability and



responsiveness. Authoritarian regimes may achieve short-term stability but often at the
cost of human rights and institutional development.

Frequently Asked Questions

How does power influence political survival in
authoritarian regimes?

In authoritarian regimes, power is often centralized and maintained through control over
security forces, suppression of dissent, and manipulation of political institutions, which
helps leaders ensure their political survival by limiting opposition and consolidating
authority.

What role does political legitimacy play in the survival
of political leaders?

Political legitimacy is crucial for the survival of political leaders as it provides them with
the consent and support of the populace and key institutions, reducing the likelihood of
unrest and challenges to their authority.

How can leaders use patronage systems to maintain
political survival?

Leaders use patronage systems to reward supporters with jobs, resources, and favors,
creating networks of loyalty that help sustain their power base and protect them from
political threats.

In what ways do political alliances contribute to power
retention and survival?

Political alliances allow leaders to build coalitions that enhance their support, share
resources, and reduce the risk of opposition, thereby strengthening their hold on power
and increasing their chances of political survival.

How does the concept of 'soft power' relate to political
survival?

Soft power, which involves influencing others through culture, values, and diplomacy
rather than coercion, helps political actors gain allies and public support, contributing to a
stable and enduring political position.

What strategies do politicians employ to survive in



highly competitive democratic environments?

Politicians in competitive democracies often employ strategies such as coalition-building,
effective communication, policy responsiveness, and maintaining a positive public image
to secure voter support and ensure their political survival.

Additional Resources

1. The Prince by Niccolo Machiavelli

This classic treatise on political power explores the qualities necessary for rulers to
maintain control and authority. Machiavelli offers pragmatic advice on leadership,
emphasizing the sometimes ruthless measures needed for political survival. It remains a
foundational work in political theory and realpolitik.

2. Power: Why Some People Have It—and Others Don’t by Jeffrey Pfeffer

Pfeffer examines the dynamics of power within organizations and society, revealing how
power is acquired, maintained, and lost. The book combines research with practical advice
to help readers understand the realities of power struggles. It highlights the importance of
influence, networks, and strategic behavior in political survival.

3. On War by Carl von Clausewitz

Though primarily a military treatise, Clausewitz's work delves into the nature of power
and strategy in conflict. It discusses the interplay between politics and war, emphasizing
that war is a continuation of political policy by other means. The book offers timeless
insights into strategic thinking and the survival of states and leaders.

4. The 48 Laws of Power by Robert Greene

Greene distills centuries of power tactics into 48 essential laws for gaining and defending
influence. The book draws from historical examples to illustrate manipulations, strategies,
and psychological principles of power. It serves as a manual for understanding and
navigating the complexities of political survival.

5. Political Order and Political Decay by Francis Fukuyama

Fukuyama traces the development of political institutions and the factors that lead to their
success or failure. The book explores how power is structured and contested within
societies, and why some political systems thrive while others deteriorate. It provides a
comprehensive analysis of political stability and survival in modern states.

6. Leadership in Turbulent Times by Doris Kearns Goodwin

This book profiles four U.S. presidents—Abraham Lincoln, Theodore Roosevelt, Franklin

D. Roosevelt, and Lyndon B. Johnson—highlighting their leadership during crises. Goodwin
reveals how their personal qualities, decision-making, and political acumen enabled them
to survive and wield power effectively. It offers valuable lessons on resilience and
strategic leadership.

7. Why Nations Fail: The Origins of Power, Prosperity, and Poverty by Daron Acemoglu
and James A. Robinson

Acemoglu and Robinson analyze the political and economic institutions that determine the
success or failure of nations. They argue that inclusive institutions promote power-sharing
and prosperity, while extractive ones lead to decay and collapse. The book underscores



the critical role of political survival in shaping national destinies.

8. The Dictator’'s Handbook: Why Bad Behavior Is Almost Always Good Politics by Bruce
Bueno de Mesquita and Alastair Smith

This book exposes the often cynical mechanics behind political survival, especially in
authoritarian regimes. The authors explain how leaders maintain power by rewarding
loyal supporters and suppressing opposition. It offers a sobering look at the strategic
calculations behind political longevity.

9. Kingmakers: The Invention of the Modern Middle East by Karl E. Meyer and Shareen
Blair Brysac

This historical narrative explores the power struggles and political maneuvering that
shaped the modern Middle East. The authors detail how various leaders and external
powers navigated complex alliances and rivalries to survive politically. The book provides
insight into the enduring challenges of power and survival in a volatile region.
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power and political survival: Power and Political Culture in Suharto's Indonesia Stefan
Eklof, 2004-06-02 In the mid-1990s, the formerly pliant Indonesian Democratic Party (PDI) was
transformed into an active opposition party by Megawati Sukarnoputri (now President of Indonesia).
The subsequent backlash from the Suharto regime ultimately led to its downfall.

power and political survival: China's Elite Politics: Political Transition And Power
Balancing Zhiyue Bo, 2007-03-21 China's Elite Politics provides a new theoretical perspective on
elite politics in China and uses this theoretical perspective to explain power transfer from Jiang
Zemin to Hu Jintao and political dynamics between different factional groups since the Sixteenth
Party Congress of November 2002. It explains the transition in structural terms, presents
characteristics of China's political elites, and analyzes the balance of power among formal
institutions as well as among factional groups. It also examines political interactions between Jiang
Zemin and his cronies on the one side and Hu Jintao and his allies on the other over a number of
issues: the epidemic of severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS); ideological institutionalization;
the politics over economic overheating; Jiang Zemin's complete retirement; and Hu Jintao's power
consolidation in both ideological and personnel terms. /a

power and political survival: The Ambivalence of Power in the Twenty-First Century
Economy Vadim Radaev, Zoya Kotelnikova, 2022-07-07 The Ambivalence of Power in the
Twenty-First Century Economy contributes to the understanding of the ambivalent nature of power,
oscillating between conflict and cooperation, public and private, global and local, formal and
informal, and does so from an empirical perspective. It offers a collection of country-based cases, as
well as critically assesses the existing conceptions of power from a cross-disciplinary perspective.
The diverse analyses of power at the macro, meso or micro levels allow the volume to highlight the
complexity of political economy in the twenty-first century. Each chapter addresses key elements of
that political economy (from the ambivalence of the cases of former communist countries that do not
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conform with the grand narratives about democracy and markets, to the dual utility of new
technologies such as face-recognition), thus providing mounting evidence for the centrality of an
understanding of ambivalence in the analysis of power, especially in the modern state power-driven
capitalism. Anchored in economic sociology and political economy, this volume aims to make ‘visible’
the dimensions of power embedded in economic practices. The chapters are predominantly based on
post-communist practices, but this divergent experience is relevant to comparative studies of how
power and economy are interrelated.

power and political survival: A Roadmap to Political Power George Dimitroulis, 2022-10-20
So, you want to be the next President or Prime Minister. What does it take to achieve this admirable
goal? Well, history has repeatedly shown that successful politicians are not problem minded, they
are opportunity minded. Another essential prerequisite is your ability to sell yourself. Hence, if you
are an opportunist seeking to satisfy your narcissistic desires then politics may well be your calling.
All you need to know is in this book. And if you do succeed in your quest to rule the world, then
make sure you mention this book, hit the like button, ring the bell, and subscribe to this channel.
Afterall, who bothers to read books like this when it's all out there on the internet. Fortunately, for
those who live in countries where internet access is tightly controlled by paranoid governments, this
book is your next best thing as far as helping you climb the greasy pole to political power. So, what
are you waiting for? Let's get started!

power and political survival: Political Power and Crisis Giulio M. Gallarotti, 2025-08-18
This book examines how power dynamics unfold during crises, focusing on how transformations in
competing socio-political arenas, both domestic and international, shape power structures. As old
certainties and institutions collapse, actors must navigate new turbulent conditions. The chapters in
this book address key questions: What power dynamics reveal themselves when people are faced
with especially threatening situations? How is control allocated in times of threat? How does the
democratic process evolve during crises? What power structures emerge after a crisis? What power
dynamics establish themselves after the crises are abated? Do crises lead to better or worse political
systems? What dimensions of power are most influential in driving political change during crises?
This book explores how crises lead to the redistribution of power, with new actors emerging as key
providers of resources. Taking a cross-disciplinary approach, it examines power dynamics in both
short- and long-term contexts. Aimed at students and scholars of political science, international
relations, sociology, and crisis management, it covers governance, power shifts, and institutional
change during crises. The chapters in this book were originally published as a special issue of the
Journal of Political Power.

power and political survival: Resistance, Power and Conceptions of Political Order in Islamist
Organizations Maren Koss, 2018-01-03 This book provides a comprehensive analysis of Islamist
organizations' conceptions of political order based on a comparative case study of the Shiite
Lebanese Hezbollah and the Sunni Palestinian Hamas. Connecting Islamism research, Critical
Constructivist norm research, and resistance studies from the field of International Relations
Theory, it demonstrates that resistance constitutes both organizations' core norm and is relevant for
their conceptions of political order. Based on primary Arabic data the book illustrates that the core
norm of resistance, deeply intertwined with both organizations' interactions towards power
preservation and the specific political context they are engaged in, characterizes Hezbollah's and
Hamas' respective conceptions of political order and explains the differences between them. In
contrast to common perceptions presented in research, politics, and the media, the book shows that
in the case of both Hezbollah and Hamas the religious orientation, i.e. Shiite and Sunni Islamist
political thought, plays a secondary role only when it comes to explaining Islamist organizations'
political orientation. Bringing new insights from cases that lie beyond the Western liberal world
order into Critical Constructivist norm research and resistance studies, the book establishes a
theoretical framework that enables scholars to comprehensively analyze Islamist organizations'
political orientation in different cases without being caught in limited analytical categories. It will be
of interest to students and scholars of International Relations Theory, Middle East Studies, and



Global Governance.

power and political survival: Political Economy of Power Sharing in Developing
Countries Akietuwopiribie Opuene Hart, 2025-08-07 Political Economy of Power Sharing in
Developing Countries is an in-depth examination of factors that trigger the clamor for power
sharing, zoning and rotation in mostly developing countries. These provocations include
geographical, ethnic, and religious identity factors that can influence the political process in varying
degrees from country to country. The impact goes a long way in determining the stability and
instability of the political process in various countries. The reasons for these differences and the
impacts are a combination of the endogenous variables in the first instance, which are the primary
prompters. Other elements, which are the exogenous factors, are secondary prompters. When these
converge, they produce a peculiar impact in a given society based on the characteristic variables
and the resulting outcome. The new paradigm shifts in the agitation in developing countries is
demonstrated by an elitist instrument of marginalization and self-aggrandizement. The masses are
hoodwinked, sensitized, and manipulated through primal sentiment to support the elites in acquiring
political power, which in turn enables the acquisition of economic power.

power and political survival: Research Handbook on Law and Political Systems Robert
M. Howard, Kirk A. Randazzo, Rebecca A. Reid, 2023-11-03 This Research Handbook is a
multi-faceted, comparative analysis of how law and political systems interact around the world.
Chapters include analyses of judicial deference, congressional support, democratic representation,
politicization of courts, public support, and judicialization across multiple jurisdictions in the United
States and abroad. Chapters also investigate transnational courts and the linkages between
international and domestic law and politics.

power and political survival: Revolutionary Legacy, Power Structure, and Grassroots
Capitalism Under the Red Flag in China Qi Zhang, Mingxing Liu, 2019-03-21 Shows that in a
predatory regime localized property rights protection is possible due to elite cleavage within the
regime.

power and political survival: From Bandwagon to Balance-of-Power Politics Avery
Goldstein, 1991 A Stanford University Press classic.

power and political survival: Negotiating Political Power in Turkey Elise Massicard,
Nicole Watts, 2013 This book examines how individuals and groups within particular political parties
in Turkey gain influence and control over party resources and decision-making; and, relatedly, to
examine party relationships with non-party actors--particularly social groups and identities - to study
how parties, and groups within parties, interact with, gain strength from, and compete with
non-party players in their quest for control over local and national political landscapes.

power and political survival: Sex Scandals, Gender, and Power in Contemporary
American Politics Hinda Mandell, 2017-04-17 Examining how gender impacts political sex
scandals in the United States, this book explains how political sex scandals contribute to the
mistrust of government and identifies why these events have serious consequences for our political
system. The increasing tabloidization of politics and focus on politicians involved in sex scandals is
both problematic and important. When a major political sex scandal occurs, it occupies as much as
25 percent of all news coverage in the United States. Even if people may deny it, they enjoy
consuming and talking about political sex scandals. Written by a former journalist who has
frequently explored the intersections of politics, sex, and gender in the United States, Sex Scandals,
Gender, and Power in Contemporary American Politics investigates how political sex scandals
contribute to the mistrust of government and why these events have great significance in our
frenzied media environment. The book makes use of comprehensive descriptive data (including
statistics) to explain how political sex scandals are a representation of society's broader gender
dynamics, conveying subtle messages about power and morality. It addresses the roles of men and
women in political sex scandals over time, the increasing tabloidization of politics, and the
often-overlooked consequences of sex scandals for the political system. Author Hinda Mandell also
documents how scandals' multiple negative effects for the politicians themselves and for society



include turning politics into a spectator sport, contributing to the mistrust of government, the
questioning of politicians' competence and judgment as a group, and politicians' diminishing
effectiveness in office.

power and political survival: Contemporary Political Theorists in Context Anthony M.
Clohesy, Stuart Isaacs, Chris Sparks, 2009-03-25 This exciting new textbook presents a clear
framework for students to understand how themes and issues in political thought have emerged and
developed throughout the 20th Century. Charting the progression from the preoccupation with the
boundaries of the modern state, through to the current debates on rights, identity and justice; the
three sections of the book enable the ideas of significant political thinkers to unfold through a telling
of the key political events that gave a social context for their thought: Section I: The Inter-War
Debate: Weber, Gramsci and Schmitt Section II: Post-War Debates: Arendt, Oakeshott, De Beauvoir
and Adorno Section III: Contemporary Debates: Rawls, Nozick, Kymlicka and Foucault Written in an
accessible and concise format, features include: 'rewind' and 'fast-forward' indicators to easily guide
students around the text discussion points, revision notes and further reading in each chapter
informative text boxes to highlight key concepts, people and events. By exploring an often ignored
relationship in political thought, the influence of thought upon historical change and the influence of
historical change upon theory, this text delivers new and exciting angles from which to approach
politics today. Contemporary Political Theorists in Context is essential reading for all students of
social and political theory.

power and political survival: Forging Islamic Power and Place Francis R. Bradley,
2015-07-31 Forging Islamic Power and Place charts the nineteenth-century rise of a vast network of
Islamic scholars stretching across Southeast Asia and the Indian Ocean to Arabia. Following the
political and military collapse of the tiny Sultanate of Patani in what is now southern Thailand and
northern Malaysia, a displaced community of scholars led by Shaykh Da’ud bin ‘Abd Allah al-Fatani
regrouped in Mecca. In the years that followed, al-Fatani composed more than forty works that came
to form the basis for a new, text-based type of Islamic practice. Via a network of scholars, students,
and scribes, al-Fatani’s writings made their way back to Southeast Asia, becoming the core texts of
emerging pondok (Islamic schools) throughout the region. Islamic scholars thus came to be the
primary power brokers in the construction of a new moral community, setting forth an intellectual
wave that spurred cultural identity, literacy, and a religious practice that grew ever more central to
daily life. In Forging Islamic Power and Place, Francis R. Bradley analyzes the important role of this
vibrant Patani knowledge network in the formation of Islamic institutions of learning in Southeast
Asia. He makes use of an impressive range of sources, including official colonial documents, traveler
accounts, missionary writings, and above all a trove of handwritten manuscripts in Malay and
Arabic, what remains of one of the most fertile zones of knowledge production anywhere in the
Islamic world at the time. Writing against prevailing notions of Southeast Asia as the passive
recipient of the Islamic traditions of the Middle East, Bradley shows how a politically marginalized
community engineered its own cultural renaissance via the moral virility of the Islamic scholarly
tradition and the power of the written word. He highlights how, in an age of rising colonial power,
these knowledge producers moved largely unnoticed and unhindered between Southeast Asia and
the Middle East carrying out sweeping cultural and religious change. His focus on Thailand’s
so-called “deep south,” which has been marginalized in scholarly studies until recent times, helps lay
the groundwork for a new generation of scholarship on the region and furthers our understanding of
the present-day crisis in southern Thailand. The study of Islam in Southeast Asia has been most often
relegated to the realm of religious studies, and historians have considered the development of the
nation as the single-most important historiographical problem in the region. By focusing on the role
of human agency and the logistics of knowledge transmission, this book transforms our
understanding of the long and complex history of the flow of religious knowledge between the
Middle East and Southeast Asia.

power and political survival: Escaping the Energy Poverty Trap Michael Aklin, Patrick
Bayer, S.P. Harish, Johannes Urpelainen, 2018-11-27 The first comprehensive political science



account of energy poverty, arguing that governments can improve energy access for their citizens
through appropriate policy design. In today's industrialized world, almost everything we do
consumes energy. While industrialized countries enjoy all the amenities of modern energy, more
than a billion people in the developing world still lack energy access. Why is energy poverty
persistent in some countries and not in others? Offering the first comprehensive political science
account of energy poverty, Escaping the Energy Poverty Trap explores why governments have or
have not been able to lead in providing modern energy to their least advantaged citizens. Focusing
on access to modern cooking fuels and household electrification, the authors develop a new
political-economic theory that introduces government interest, institutional capacity, and local
accountability as key determinants of energy access. They draw on case studies from India, East
Asia, Africa, and Latin America to offer the optimistic conclusion that governments can improve
institutional capacity and local accountability through appropriate policy design. Energy poverty is a
policy problem, the authors assert, and engaging with it as such offers new opportunities not only
for ensuring equal energy access, but also for political, economic, and environmental development.

power and political survival: Back to Basics Martha Finnemore, Judith Goldstein, 2013-04-11
Edited by Martha Finnemore and Judith Goldstein, Back to Basics asks scholars to reflect on the role
power plays in contemporary politics and how a power politics approach is influential today.

power and political survival: Peasants in Power Philip Verwimp, 2013-06-03 This book
shows how Rwanda’s development model and the organisation of genocide are two sides of the same
coin. In the absence of mineral resources, the elite organised and managed the labour of peasant
producers as efficient as possible. In order to stay in power and benefit from it, the presidential clan
chose a development model that would not change the political status quo. When the latter was
threatened, the elite invoked the preservation of group welfare of the Hutu, called for Hutu unity
and solidarity and relied on the great mass (rubanda nyamwinshi) for the execution of the genocide.
A strategy as simple as it is horrific. The genocide can be regarded as the ultimate act of
self-preservation through annihilation under the veil of self-defense. Why did tens of thousands of
ordinary people massacred tens of thousands other ordinary people in Rwanda in 1994? What has
agricultural policy and rural ideology to do with it? What was the role of the Akazu, the presidential
clan around president Habyarimana? Did the civil war cause the genocide? And what insights can a
political economy perspective offer ? Based on more than ten years of research, and engaging with
competing and complementary arguments of authors such as Peter Uvin, Alison Des Forges, Scott
Strauss, René Lemarchand, Filip Reyntjens, Mahmood Mamdani and André Guichaoua, the author
blends economics, politics and agrarian studies to provide a new way of understanding the nexus
between development and genocide in Rwanda. Students and practitioners of development as well
as everyone interested in the causes of violent conflict and genocide in Africa and around the world
will find this book compelling toread. .

power and political survival: Federalism and the Dictatorship of Power in Russia Mikhail
Stoliarov, 2003-08-27 Stoliarov presents an analysis of the historical traditions and distinctive
features of modern Russian federalism. He reviews the state of affairs in today's Russia as it strives
to become a federal democracy securing the rights and liberties of its citizens. By tracing two
contrasting ideas - federalism and derzhavnost (dictatorship of power) - in the legacy of the Russian
state, and in relations between the modern federal government and the regions, he demonstrates the
need for balance in the delimitation of power. The election in 2000 if Vladimir Putin as President
raised doubts about the future of federalism among politicians and citizens, but Stoliarov believes
that the development of federalism is the only way forward for this multi-ethnic and multi-religious
society. He shows that the strengthening of 'vertical power' and 'dictatorship of the law', despite
their patriotic appeal, are likely to have a negative effect on the building of democracy and
federalism in Russia.

power and political survival: The Political Economy of War and Peace Murray Wolfson,
2012-12-06 cancer n. any malignant tumor . . . Metastasis may occur via the bloodstream or the
lymphatic channels or across body cavities . . . setting up secondary tumors . . . Each individual




primary tumor has its own pattern . . . There are probably many causative factors . .. Treatment. . .
depends on the type of tumor, the site of the primary tumor and the extent of the spread. (Oxford
Concise Medical Dictionary 1996, 97) Let us begin by stating the obvious. Acts of organized violence
are not necessarily of human nature, but they are endogenous events arising within the an intrinsic
part evolution of complex systems of social interaction. To be sure, all wars have features in common
- people are killed and property is destroyed - but in their origin wars are likely to be at least as
different as the social structures from which they arise. Consequently, it is unlikely that there can be
a simple theory of the causes of war or the maintenance of peace. The fact that wars are historical
events need not discourage us. On the contrary, we should focus our understanding of the
dimensions of each conflict, or classes of conflict, on the conjuncture of causes at hand. It follows
that the study of conflict must be an interdisciplinary one. It is or a penchant for eclecticism that
leads to that conclusion, but the not humility multi-dimensionality of war itself.

power and political survival: Oil in Putin's Russia Adnan Vatansever, 2021-02-26 Providing an
in-depth review of Russia's key economic policies, this book is the first systematic study of the
political economy of oil windfalls in Putin's Russia.
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