properties of matter for kids

properties of matter for kids are fundamental concepts in science that help young
learners understand the physical world around them. Matter is anything that takes up
space and has mass, and it exists in different forms such as solids, liquids, and gases.
Understanding the properties of matter allows children to explore how objects behave,
change, and interact in everyday life. This article will cover the basic properties of matter,
including physical and chemical properties, and explain how these characteristics are
observed and measured. Additionally, it will introduce the three main states of matter and
describe common examples that kids can relate to. By learning about the various
properties of matter, children gain a foundation for more advanced scientific topics and
develop curiosity about the natural environment.
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What Is Matter?

Matter is anything that has mass and takes up space. This means that all the objects and
materials we see, touch, and use every day are made of matter. From the air we breathe to
the water we drink and the toys we play with, matter exists in various forms. It is
important for kids to understand that matter is the building block of everything in the
physical world. Scientists classify matter into different states based on how its particles
are arranged and how they move. These states include solids, liquids, and gases.
Recognizing what matter is helps children grasp more complex ideas about the properties
of materials and how they change under different conditions.

Physical Properties of Matter

Physical properties are characteristics of matter that can be observed or measured
without changing the substance’s identity. These properties help describe what the matter
looks like and how it behaves. For kids learning about the properties of matter, physical
properties are often the easiest to understand because they relate to the senses.



Common Physical Properties

Some of the most common physical properties include:

e Color: The way an object looks in terms of its shade or hue.
e Texture: How the surface of an object feels, such as smooth, rough, or bumpy.
e Shape: The form or outline of an object, which can be solid or flexible.

e Size: How big or small an object is, often measured in units like inches or
centimeters.

e Hardness: How resistant a material is to being scratched or dented.
¢ Density: The amount of mass in a given volume of an object.

e Melting and Boiling Points: The temperatures at which a substance changes from
solid to liquid or liquid to gas.

Importance of Physical Properties

Physical properties are essential for identifying materials and understanding how to use
them. For example, knowing that ice is solid and melts into water when heated teaches
children about changes in states of matter. Similarly, recognizing that some materials are
heavy or light helps in sorting and categorizing objects. These properties also play a role
in everyday activities such as cooking, building, and playing.

Chemical Properties of Matter

Chemical properties describe how matter interacts with other substances and how it
changes into different materials. Unlike physical properties, chemical properties can only
be observed during a chemical reaction where the substance’s identity is altered.
Teaching kids about chemical properties introduces them to the idea that matter is not
always permanent and can transform under certain conditions.

Examples of Chemical Properties

Some common chemical properties include:

e Reactivity: How easily a substance reacts with other chemicals, such as oxygen or
acids.

e Flammability: The ability of a material to catch fire and burn.



 pH Level: Whether a substance is acidic, neutral, or basic.

e Oxidation: How a material changes when exposed to oxygen, like rust forming on
metal.

e Corrosion: The gradual destruction of materials, often metals, through chemical
reactions.

Understanding Chemical Changes

When matter undergoes a chemical change, new substances with different properties are
formed. For example, when paper burns, it turns into ash and smoke, which are
completely different from the original material. Teaching kids about chemical properties
helps them understand the importance of safety and the role of chemistry in daily life,
such as cooking food or cleaning with vinegar.

States of Matter

The states of matter refer to the different forms in which matter can exist. The three most
common states are solid, liquid, and gas. Each state has distinct properties based on how
its particles are arranged and move. Understanding the states of matter is a key part of
learning the properties of matter for kids.

Solid

In solids, particles are tightly packed together and vibrate in place. This gives solids a
definite shape and volume. Examples include ice, wood, and metal. Solids are usually hard
or firm, but some can be soft like clay.

Liquid
Liquids have particles that are close together but can move past one another. This allows

liquids to flow and take the shape of their container while keeping a fixed volume.
Examples include water, milk, and juice.

Gas

Gases have particles that are far apart and move freely. They do not have a fixed shape or
volume and will expand to fill any container. Examples include air, steam, and helium in
balloons.



Other States of Matter

Beyond solids, liquids, and gases, there are other states like plasma and Bose-Einstein
condensates, but these are more advanced topics typically studied later in science
education.

How Properties of Matter Are Measured

Measuring the properties of matter helps scientists and students understand and compare
different materials. Many tools and methods are used to observe and quantify these
properties, making scientific learning more accurate and fun.

Tools for Measuring Physical Properties

Common tools used to measure physical properties include:

¢ Ruler or Tape Measure: Measures length, width, and height.

e Balance Scale: Measures mass or weight.

e Thermometer: Measures temperature, including melting and boiling points.
¢ Graduated Cylinder: Measures volume of liquids.

e Magnifying Glass: Helps observe texture and small details.

Observing Chemical Properties

Chemical properties are usually identified through experiments where substances are
mixed or heated. For example, testing if a material burns or reacts with vinegar can show
its flammability or acidity. Safety precautions are important when performing such
experiments.

Importance of Accurate Measurement

Accurate measurement of properties ensures that observations are reliable and can be
repeated by others. This is essential in scientific studies and everyday applications, such
as cooking or manufacturing products.

Frequently Asked Questions



What are the three main states of matter?

The three main states of matter are solid, liquid, and gas.

How can we describe the properties of a solid?

Solids have a fixed shape and volume because their particles are tightly packed and do not
move around much.

What makes liquids different from solids?

Liquids have a fixed volume but no fixed shape, so they take the shape of their container
because their particles can move around each other.

Why do gases spread out to fill the container?

Gases spread out because their particles move quickly and are far apart, so they fill any
space available.

Can matter change from one state to another?

Yes, matter can change states through heating or cooling, such as ice melting into water
or water boiling into steam.

What is density and how do we know if something is
dense?

Density is how much matter is packed into a certain space; an object is dense if it feels
heavy for its size.

Why do some objects float in water while others sink?

Objects float if they are less dense than water and sink if they are more dense than water.

Additional Resources

1. What Is Matter?

This colorful book introduces young readers to the basic concept of matter, explaining that
everything around us is made of matter. Through simple text and engaging illustrations,
children learn about solids, liquids, and gases in everyday life. It's a perfect starting point
for kids curious about the physical world.

2. Solids, Liquids, and Gases: The States of Matter

This book explores the three main states of matter with fun experiments and clear
explanations. Kids discover how matter changes from one state to another, like ice melting
into water and water evaporating into steam. The interactive format helps make learning
about matter exciting and hands-on.



3. The Magic of Matter

Designed for young scientists, this book dives into the properties that make matter unique,
such as shape, volume, and texture. It uses relatable examples and simple science to show
how different materials behave. Children will enjoy the fun facts and colorful pictures that
bring science to life.

4. Changing States: How Matter Transforms

This book explains the processes of melting, freezing, boiling, and condensation in a kid-
friendly way. It uses real-life scenarios, like making ice cream or boiling water, to
demonstrate how matter changes states. The clear illustrations help children visualize and
understand these transformations.

5. All About Atoms and Molecules

Introducing the tiny building blocks of matter, this book breaks down the concepts of
atoms and molecules for young readers. It explains how these particles come together to
form everything in the world. With easy language and bright images, kids learn about the
invisible world that makes up matter.

6. Properties of Matter: Hard, Soft, and Everything In Between

This book focuses on the different properties of matter, such as hardness, flexibility, and
texture. Through engaging activities and vivid photos, children explore how objects feel
and behave. It encourages kids to observe and describe the materials around them.

7. Fun with Forces and Matter

Combining the study of matter with simple physics, this book introduces kids to forces like
gravity and magnetism and how they affect matter. It features experiments and examples
that show how forces can change the shape and movement of objects. This interactive
book sparks curiosity about the physical world.

8. States of Matter Around Us

This book takes readers on a journey through nature and everyday life to find solids,
liquids, and gases. It highlights the presence of different states of matter in common
environments like the kitchen, the park, and the weather. The engaging narrative makes
learning about matter relatable and fun.

9. Why Do Things Change? Exploring Matter and Its Properties

Focusing on the reasons behind changes in matter, this book explains concepts like
chemical reactions and physical changes in simple terms. It uses colorful illustrations and
stories to help kids understand why some changes are reversible while others are not. This
book encourages children to think critically about the world around them.
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properties of matter for kids: What Are the Properties of Matter? Elise Tobler, 2021-12-15
Matter is anything that takes up space, including us. Everything that takes up space has different
properties, like weight, length, color, and odor. Sneakers have different properties than peanut
butter. The state of the matter will also change its properties; water has different properties when it
is a liquid than it does as a solid. Readers will explore the properties of matter and how they interact
with each of them every day without even realizing it.

properties of matter for kids: Properties of Matter for Grades K-2 Jennifer E. Lawson,
Rosalind Poon, Deidre Sagert, Melanie Nelson, Lisa Schwartz, 2021-06-30 Properties of Matter for
Grades K-2from Hands-On Science for British Columbia: An Inquiry Approach completely aligns with
BC’s New Curriculum for science. Grounded in the Know-Do-Understand model, First Peoples
knowledge and perspectives, and student-driven scientific inquiry, this custom-written resource:
emphasizes Core Competencies, so students engage in deeper and lifelong learning develops
Curricular Competencies as students explore science through hands-on activities fosters a deep
understanding of the Big Ideas in science Using proven Hands-On features, Properties of Matter for
Grades K-2 contains information and materials for both teachers and students including: Curricular
Competencies correlation charts; background information on the science topics; complete,
easy-to-follow lesson plans; digital reproducible student materials; and materials lists. Innovative
new elements have been developed specifically for the new curriculum: a multi-age approach a
five-part instructional process—Engage, Explore, Expand, Embed, Enhance an emphasis on
technology, sustainability, and personalized learning a fully developed assessment plan for
summative, formative, and student self-assessment a focus on real-life Applied Design, Skills, and
Technologies learning centres that focus on multiple intelligences and universal design for learning
(UDL) place-based learning activities, Makerspaces, and Loose Parts In Properties of Matter for
Grades K-2 students investigate matter. Core Competencies and Curricular Competencies will be
addressed while students explore the following Big Ideas: Humans interact with matter every day
through familiar materials. Materials can be changed through physical and chemical processes.
Matter is useful because of its properties

properties of matter for kids: Liquid Stuff - Exploring the Properties of Matter Pasquale De
Marco, 2025-03-10 Liquid Wonders - Exploring the Properties of Matter is an extraordinary journey
into the captivating world of matter and its properties, designed to ignite a passion for science in
young minds. With engaging explanations and hands-on experiments, this book brings complex
concepts to life, transforming them into thrilling adventures. Delve into the secrets behind everyday
phenomena, unraveling the mysteries of liquids, solids, and gases. Discover the fascinating
properties of matter, from viscosity and surface tension to buoyancy and capillary action. Explore
the captivating world of chemical reactions, witnessing the magic of color changes, bubbling
concoctions, and the release of energy. Uncover the wonders of acids, bases, and pH, gaining a
deeper understanding of their roles in everyday life. Embark on a captivating exploration of
chemical bonding, delving into the forces that hold atoms and molecules together, shaping the world
around us. With captivating illustrations and easy-to-follow instructions, Liquid Wonders - Exploring
the Properties of Matter transforms learning into an immersive experience. Young scientists will be
captivated by the interactive experiments, which require only common household items, making
science accessible and enjoyable. This book is more than just a collection of scientific knowledge; it's
an invitation to explore, discover, and create. Inspire a love of science in your child as they embark
on this exciting journey of scientific exploration, igniting their imagination and membuka a world of
possibilities. Liquid Wonders - Exploring the Properties of Matter is the perfect companion for young
scientists, budding chemists, and anyone with a thirst for knowledge. Within these pages, they will
find a treasure trove of scientific wonders, unlocking the secrets of the universe and discovering the
magic of science that surrounds us every day. If you like this book, write a review!

properties of matter for kids: Inside Matter : What Is It Made Of? | Matter for Kids
Grade 5 | Children's Science Education books Baby Professor, 2021-11-01 Everything in this



world is made of matter. You have probably studied the definition of matter in third or fourth grade.
In fifth grade, you will dissect matter to understand its structure. This book will teach you about
atoms, the basic structure of matter. You will also learn about how different atoms combine to form
molecules and compounds. Grab a copy and start reading to learn today.

properties of matter for kids: Properties of Matter for Grades 3-5 Jennifer E. Lawson,
2021-10-14 Properties of Matter for Grades 3-5 from Hands-On Science for British Columbia: An
Inquiry Approach completely aligns with BC’s New Curriculum for science. Grounded in the
Know-Do-Understand model, First Peoples knowledge and perspectives, and student-driven scientific
inquiry, this custom-written resource: emphasizes Core Competencies, so students engage in deeper
and lifelong learning develops Curricular Competencies as students explore science through
hands-on activities fosters a deep understanding of the Big Ideas in science Using proven Hands-On
features, Properties of Matter for Grades 3-5 contains information and materials for both teachers
and students including: Curricular Competencies correlation charts; background information on the
science topics; complete, easy-to-follow lesson plans; digital reproducible student materials; and
materials lists. Innovative new elements have been developed specifically for the new curriculum: a
multi-age approach a five-part instructional process—Engage, Explore, Expand, Embed, Enhance an
emphasis on technology, sustainability, and personalized learning a fully developed assessment plan
for summative, formative, and student self-assessment a focus on real-life Applied Design, Skills, and
Technologies learning centres that focus on multiple intelligences and universal design for learning
(UDL) place-based learning activities, Makerspaces, and Loose Parts In Properties of Matter for
Grades 3-5 students investigate matter. Core Competencies and Curricular Competencies will be
addressed while students explore the following Big Ideas: Humans interact with matter every day
through familiar materials. Materials can be changed through physical and chemical processes.
Matter is useful because of its properties. Download the FREE digital resources (image banks and
reproducibles) that accompany this book by following the instructions printed on the first page of
the Appendix.

properties of matter for kids: First Step Nonfiction-States of Matter Teaching Guide
LernerClassroom Editors, 2009-08-01 FIRST STEP NONFICTION-STATES OF MATTER TEACHING
GUIDE

properties of matter for kids: Chemical Changes in Matter | Matter Books for Kids Grade 4 |
Children's Physics Books Baby Professor, 2020-12-31 Read about the chemical changes in matter.
Understand what chemical change means and why does it happen. What are the circumstances that
bring about a chemical change? What are examples of chemical change? With the information
presented in this book, you will become an expert of the topic in no time. Start reading today.

properties of matter for kids: Physical Changes in Matter | Matter for Kids Grade 4 |
Children's Physics Books Baby Professor, 2020-12-31 Matter can go through a physical change. It
can changed its size but its chemical composition would remain the same. This book will discuss the
physical changes in matter. To facilitate a better understanding, examples will also be provided. If
you notice your child experiencing difficulty in this area of study, then give him/her a copy of this
book.

properties of matter for kids: Literacy Is NOT Enough Lee Crockett, Ian Jukes, Andrew
Churches, 2011-10-28 How to upgrade literacy instruction for digital learners Educating students to
traditional literacy standards is no longer enough. If students are to thrive in their academic and
21st century careers, then independent and creative thinking hold the highest currency. The authors
explain in detail how to add these new components of literacy: Solution Fluency Information Fluency
Creativity Fluency Collaboration Fluency Students must master a completely different set of skills to
succeed in a culture of technology-driven automation, abundance, and access to global labor
markets. The authors present an effective framework for integrating comprehensive literacy or
fluency into the traditional curriculum.

properties of matter for kids: Dumbing Down Our Kids Charles J. Sykes, 1995 Sykes
concludes with a checklist for parents, students, and teachers who want to evaluate their schools,



and a series of recommendations to restore quality learning to America.

properties of matter for kids: Physics Calculations Made Easy : Friction, Energy, Work
and Vector | Physics for Kids Junior Scholars Edition | Children's Physics Books Baby
Professor, 2019-04-15 Why should children spend the time to learn physics? That’s because physics
helps strengthen problem solving skills and quantitative reasoning. Both skills are valuable across
different fields, effectively preparing children for work in the areas of science and technology, the
academia, the government and the private sector. Grab a copy today.

properties of matter for kids: Teaching and Learning Online Franklin S. Allaire, Jennifer E.
Killham, 2022-04-01 Science is unique among the disciplines since it is inherently hands-on.
However, the hands-on nature of science instruction also makes it uniquely challenging when
teaching in virtual environments. How do we, as science teachers, deliver high-quality experiences
in an online environment that leads to age/grade-level appropriate science content knowledge and
literacy, but also collaborative experiences in the inquiry process and the nature of science? The
expansion of online environments for education poses logistical and pedagogical challenges for early
childhood and elementary science teachers and early learners. Despite digital media becoming more
available and ubiquitous and increases in online spaces for teaching and learning (Killham et al.,
2014; Wong et al., 2018), PreK-12 teachers consistently report feeling underprepared or
overwhelmed by online learning environments (Molnar et al., 2021; Seaman et al., 2018). This is
coupled with persistent challenges related to elementary teachers’ lack of confidence and low
science teaching self-efficacy (Brigido, Borrachero, Bermejo, & Mellado, 2013; Gunning & Mensah,
2011). Teaching and Learning Online: Science for Elementary Grade Levels comprises three distinct
sections: Frameworks, Teacher’s Journeys, and Lesson Plans. Each section explores the current
trends and the unique challenges facing elementary teachers and students when teaching and
learning science in online environments. All three sections include alignment with Next Generation
Science Standards, tips and advice from the authors, online resources, and discussion questions to
foster individual reflection as well as small group/classwide discussion. Teacher’s Journeys and
Lesson Plan sections use the 5E model (Bybee et al., 2006; Duran & Duran, 2004). Ideal for
undergraduate teacher candidates, graduate students, teacher educators, classroom teachers,
parents, and administrators, this book addresses why and how teachers use online environments to
teach science content and work with elementary students through a research-based foundation.

properties of matter for kids: New Standards-Based Lessons for the Busy Elementary School
Librarian Joyce Keeling, 2024-01-25 This book provides targeted and invaluable help for the busy
elementary school librarian and the science teacher as they work together to design and co-teach
library-based lessons guided by the Next Generation Science Standards, English Literacy Common
Core Standards, and the new AASL Standards. All standards are cited in easy-to-use reproducible
lessons. Energy-packed and interactive lessons are coordinated to common elementary science
curricula at the grade level indicated and are also adaptable and usable as template lessons as
needed. Necessary handouts and other tools, with current lists of recommended resources, are
provided. Elementary school librarians and classroom teachers as well as curriculum coordinators,
elementary reading, social studies, and science instructors will find value in this collection of
lessons. The highly rated materials recommended in the resource lists are valuable for aiding
librarians in collection development to support new and current standards.

properties of matter for kids: Creative Adventures for Curious Kids Pasquale De Marco,
2025-04-08 In the vibrant world of childhood, imagination knows no bounds, and creativity flourishes
like wildflowers in a meadow. Creative Adventures for Curious Kids is an enchanting guide that
unlocks the boundless creativity residing within every child, nurturing their innate curiosity and
encouraging self-expression. Through a tapestry of engaging activities, inspiring projects, and
thought-provoking ideas, this book provides a roadmap for parents, educators, and caregivers to
foster a creative environment where children can thrive. From the canvas of art to the stage of
storytelling, from the world of music to the wonders of science, Creative Adventures for Curious Kids
offers a kaleidoscope of experiences that ignite children's imaginations and set them on a path of



discovery and joy. With this comprehensive guide in hand, children will embark on a creative
odyssey, exploring their passions, developing their talents, and building confidence in their abilities.
They will learn to paint and draw with vibrant strokes, mold clay into whimsical sculptures, and
weave enchanting tales that transport them to faraway lands. They will explore the wonders of
nature, embarking on nature walks and gardening projects that cultivate their appreciation for the
environment. Creative Adventures for Curious Kids is more than just a collection of activities; it's an
invitation to unleash the limitless potential of every child. It's a testament to the transformative
power of creative expression, empowering children to overcome challenges, embrace their
individuality, and persevere in the face of setbacks. As children immerse themselves in these
creative pursuits, they will not only enhance their cognitive and motor skills but also cultivate
essential life skills such as problem-solving, critical thinking, and perseverance. They will learn to
collaborate with others, appreciate diverse perspectives, and communicate their ideas effectively.
Creative Adventures for Curious Kids is an invaluable resource for parents, educators, and
caregivers who are passionate about nurturing creativity in children. Its comprehensive approach
and wealth of ideas make it an indispensable guide for fostering a creative environment at home, in
the classroom, or in any setting where children gather to learn and grow. If you like this book, write
a review!

properties of matter for kids: Awakening Joy for Kids James Baraz, Michele Lilyanna,
2016-08-09 Awarded the 2016 Nautilus Gold Medal for Parenting and Family! Spirit Rock founder,
author, and teacher James Baraz’s Awakening Joy offers his large and devoted readership a program
to gain contentment and happiness by cultivating the seeds of joy within. Here he joins with Michele
Lilyanna, a classroom teacher for 25 years, to offer caregivers and children ways to find joy in each
day together. This unique offering nourishes both adults and kids. James shares the practices for the
adults—parents, caregivers, and teachers. Michele offers her own experiences as a parent and as a
teacher, showing how the themes work with kids, followed by the tried and true lessons that she's
used herself in the classroom and at home. Packed with practices and activities that James and
Michele have gathered over their many years of working with thousands of adults and children in
retreats, workshops, and the classroom, Awakening Joy for Kids is imbued with compassion and
delight. Part of Parallax Press' growing curriculum for parents and educators designed to cultivate
joy and mindfulness in children.

properties of matter for kids: The Nature of Matter Gr. 5-8,

properties of matter for kids: Must-See Websites for Parents & Kids (Must-See
Websites) ,

properties of matter for kids: Handbook of Child Psychology, Cognition, Perception, and
Language William Damon, Richard M. Lerner, Deanna Kuhn, Robert S. Siegler, 2006-05-11 Part of
the authoritative four-volume reference that spans the entire field of child development and has set
the standard against which all other scholarly references are compared. Updated and revised to
reflect the new developments in the field, the Handbook of Child Psychology, Sixth Edition contains
new chapters on such topics as spirituality, social understanding, and non-verbal communication.
Volume 2: Cognition, Perception, and Language, edited by Deanna Kuhn, Columbia University, and
Robert S. Siegler, Carnegie Mellon University, covers mechanisms of cognitive and perceptual
development in language acquisition. It includes new chapters devoted to neural bases of cognition,
motor development, grammar and langauge rules, information processing, and problem solving
skills.

properties of matter for kids: Adding Parents to the Equation Hilary Kreisberg, Matthew
L. Beyranevand, 2019-05-15 Are you frustrated or confused by the way math is taught to your child
today? Are you tired of trying to figure out what your child is doing when they draw visuals in math?
Do you want to feel smarter than a 5th grader again? Well, this book is for you. We have taken the
major parts of the 21st Century mathematics curriculum and rewritten it in an easy-to-read format.
This book breaks down all the educational jargon so you can finally communicate mathematically
with your child again. No matter whether your child is 3 months old or 10 years old, this book will



give you a stronger understanding of the how, the why, and the what behind the shifts in math
education today.

properties of matter for kids: Keeping Kids Safe, Healthy, and Smart Marcel Lebrun,
Kimberly Williams, 2009-04-16 Perhaps the most challenging and important role that adults play in
society is that of raising children. Every parent and teacher hopes to help children develop into
healthy, caring, and intelligent adults. Keeping Kids Safe, Healthy, and Smart is designed for all
adults who interact with kids-whether they be parents, teachers, or other caregivers-and provides
specific suggestions for keeping children safe from hidden and open dangers wherever they spend
time. This book is organized around three different themes of major threats and hidden dangers to
children in our country: threats in school spaces (e.g., in classrooms, on buses, on playgrounds, and
on sports teams); threats in cyberspace (bullying or harassment and child predators or child
pornography), threats in other spaces where children work and play (intrapersonal and
interpersonal violence including a wide range of threats such as self-mutilation, accidents, abuse,
environmental threats, drugs, and mental illness).
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