
oryx and crake plot
oryx and crake plot centers on a dystopian narrative that explores themes of bioengineering,
environmental catastrophe, and the complexities of human nature. Written by Margaret Atwood, this
novel presents a post-apocalyptic world where genetic experimentation has drastically altered life as
we know it. The story unfolds through the eyes of Snowman, the protagonist, as he reflects on his
past and the events leading to the collapse of civilization. Key elements include the relationships
between Snowman, Crake, and Oryx, each symbolizing different facets of humanity and scientific
progress. This article delves deeply into the oryx and crake plot, breaking down its storyline,
characters, themes, and the novel’s broader implications. The following sections provide a detailed
analysis, starting with a plot summary and moving through character exploration, thematic
discussion, and the novel’s significance.
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Plot Summary of Oryx and Crake
The oryx and crake plot is structured around the life of Snowman, formerly known as Jimmy, who is
seemingly the last human survivor after a global catastrophe. The narrative alternates between
Snowman’s present in a devastated world and flashbacks of his earlier life, revealing crucial
elements that led to the downfall of humanity. The story begins with Snowman navigating a
dangerous landscape filled with genetically engineered creatures. As the plot unfolds, it becomes
clear that Crake, Snowman’s childhood friend and a brilliant geneticist, was responsible for creating
a new species of humanoid beings called the Crakers. These beings were designed to replace
humans, who had become corrupt and destructive.

Snowman's memories reveal his complex relationships with both Crake and Oryx, a mysterious
woman who plays a pivotal role in their lives. The climax reveals Crake's plan to eradicate humanity
through a bioengineered virus, which Snowman narrowly survives. The plot intricately weaves
themes of scientific hubris, ethics, and the consequences of unchecked technological advancement.

Chronology and Narrative Structure
The novel’s non-linear timeline is essential to understanding the oryx and crake plot. The story shifts
between three timeframes: Snowman’s current survival in the post-apocalyptic world, his childhood
and adolescence with Crake, and his encounters with Oryx. This structure allows readers to piece
together the backstory behind the catastrophic events while observing Snowman’s struggle to



survive and comprehend his new reality.

Key Events in the Storyline

Snowman’s isolation in a ravaged environment inhabited by Crakers and genetically modified
animals.

Flashbacks to Snowman’s youth and education alongside Crake, highlighting their intellectual
rivalry and friendship.

Introduction of Oryx, whose enigmatic past and relationship with both men influence their
decisions.

Crake’s revelation as the architect of the apocalypse, motivated by his desire to engineer a
perfect species.

The release of a deadly virus that wipes out humanity, leaving Snowman to care for the
Crakers.

Main Characters and Their Roles
The oryx and crake plot is heavily driven by its three central characters: Snowman, Crake, and Oryx.
Each character embodies different thematic elements and perspectives on humanity, science, and
morality.

Snowman (Jimmy)
Snowman serves as the novel’s narrator and protagonist. Formerly known as Jimmy, his journey
from an ordinary boy to the last human survivor is central to the plot. Snowman’s reflections provide
insight into the ethical and emotional complexities of the story. His survival is marked by guilt,
confusion, and a deep connection to the Crakers, the genetically engineered humanoid species he
now protects.

Crake
Crake is a brilliant but morally ambiguous geneticist and Snowman’s childhood friend. He is the
mastermind behind the creation of the Crakers and the engineered virus that causes humanity’s
extinction. Crake represents the dangers of scientific overreach and the pursuit of perfection at the
expense of ethics. His vision of a new world without human flaws drives the catastrophic events that
define the plot.



Oryx
Oryx is a mysterious woman whose past is shrouded in ambiguity. She has a significant influence on
both Snowman and Crake. Oryx’s character explores themes of exploitation, innocence, and survival
in a corrupted world. Her relationship with the two men adds emotional depth and complexity to the
narrative, highlighting different aspects of human nature.

Themes and Symbolism in Oryx and Crake
The oryx and crake plot is rich with themes and symbols that explore the ethical and philosophical
questions raised by genetic engineering and environmental destruction.

Scientific Ethics and Hubris
A primary theme in the novel is the ethical dilemmas associated with genetic manipulation and
scientific experimentation. Crake’s pursuit of creating a perfect species challenges the moral
boundaries of science, illustrating the consequences when humanity attempts to play God. The plot
critiques the blindness of technological progress without ethical consideration.

Environmental Catastrophe and Human Impact
The novel presents a bleak vision of the future shaped by environmental degradation and human
irresponsibility. The oryx and crake plot underscores the destructive impact of corporate greed,
genetic tampering, and ecological neglect, suggesting a direct link between these factors and the
apocalypse portrayed in the story.

Human Nature and Morality
Through the characters’ interactions and the fate of humanity, the plot examines complex questions
about what it means to be human. The Crakers, designed to be free of human flaws, contrast with
Snowman’s flawed humanity, raising issues about morality, innocence, and the essence of life.

Symbolism of Oryx and Crake

Oryx: Symbolizes innocence, survival, and exploitation.

Crake: Represents scientific ambition, control, and destruction.

Snowman: Embodies human fallibility and the struggle for meaning.



Setting and World-Building
The oryx and crake plot is set in a near-future dystopia where genetic engineering and corporate
power dominate society. Margaret Atwood’s detailed world-building creates a chilling and believable
environment that reflects current scientific and environmental concerns.

Post-Apocalyptic Landscape
After the release of the engineered virus, the world is left in ruins. Snowman navigates a landscape
populated by the Crakers and engineered animals, which showcases the consequences of unchecked
scientific experimentation. The setting emphasizes isolation, survival, and the breakdown of
civilization.

Corporate Domination and Scientific Facilities
The novel features high-tech corporate compounds where much of the genetic engineering takes
place. These controlled environments highlight the privatization and commodification of science,
illustrating a world where profit motives override ethical considerations.

Impact and Interpretation of the Novel
The oryx and crake plot has been widely analyzed for its prescient commentary on genetic
engineering, environmental ethics, and the future of humanity. It serves as a cautionary tale about
the potential dangers of scientific advancement without moral oversight.

Literary Significance
Margaret Atwood’s novel is considered a landmark in speculative fiction, blending scientific realism
with profound philosophical questions. The oryx and crake plot’s intricate narrative and complex
characters contribute to its enduring relevance and critical acclaim.

Influence on Popular Culture and Science Discussions
The themes explored in the novel have influenced discussions about biotechnology, genetic
modification, and environmental policy. Its portrayal of a dystopian future continues to resonate in
debates about scientific responsibility and sustainability.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main plot of 'Oryx and Crake'?
The main plot of 'Oryx and Crake' follows Snowman, the apparent last human survivor, as he reflects
on his past and the events that led to a post-apocalyptic world caused by genetic engineering
experiments conducted by his friend Crake.

Who are the central characters in 'Oryx and Crake'?
The central characters are Snowman (formerly known as Jimmy), Crake (a brilliant geneticist and
Jimmy's friend), and Oryx (a mysterious woman connected to both men).

How does genetic engineering influence the plot of 'Oryx and
Crake'?
Genetic engineering is a key element in the plot, as Crake creates new species and bioengineered
viruses that ultimately cause the collapse of society, leading to the dystopian world Snowman
inhabits.

What role does Snowman play in 'Oryx and Crake'?
Snowman serves as the protagonist and narrator, providing insight into his memories and the
catastrophic events that reshaped the world, while struggling to survive in the new reality.

How does the relationship between Oryx and Crake affect the
story?
The complex relationship between Oryx and Crake deeply influences the story, as Oryx's mysterious
past and her connection to both men reveal themes of morality, exploitation, and the consequences
of scientific hubris.

What is the significance of the post-apocalyptic setting in
'Oryx and Crake'?
The post-apocalyptic setting highlights the consequences of unchecked scientific experimentation
and environmental degradation, serving as a cautionary backdrop for the narrative's exploration of
humanity and ethics.

Does 'Oryx and Crake' explore themes of corporate control?
Yes, the novel critiques corporate dominance over science and society, illustrating how profit-driven
motives contribute to ethical compromises and global catastrophe.

How does the ending of 'Oryx and Crake' resolve the plot?
The ending is ambiguous, with Snowman surviving among bioengineered creatures called Crakers,
suggesting a potential for a new beginning or the continuation of human flaws, leaving readers to
ponder the future of humanity.



Additional Resources
1. Oryx and Crake
Margaret Atwood’s dystopian novel explores a post-apocalyptic world shaped by genetic engineering
and corporate greed. The story follows Snowman, who reflects on his past with his enigmatic friends
Oryx and Crake, revealing the dark consequences of unchecked scientific experimentation. Themes
of bioethics, environmental collapse, and human nature are central to the narrative.

2. The Year of the Flood
Also by Margaret Atwood, this companion novel to Oryx and Crake offers a parallel perspective on
the same dystopian world. It focuses on two women, Toby and Ren, who are part of a religious group
trying to survive the ecological catastrophe. The book deepens the exploration of survival, morality,
and humanity’s relationship with nature.

3. MaddAddam
The final book in Atwood’s trilogy, MaddAddam continues the story of the survivors in a genetically
altered world. It merges the narratives of previous books and introduces new characters, offering
hope and complexity about rebuilding society. The novel tackles themes of redemption, community,
and the consequences of playing god.

4. Brave New World
A classic dystopian novel by Aldous Huxley, it depicts a technologically advanced society that
controls its citizens through genetic manipulation and conditioning. The book shares themes with
Oryx and Crake, such as the ethical dilemmas of biotechnology and loss of individuality in a highly
controlled world.

5. Never Let Me Go
Kazuo Ishiguro’s novel tells the story of clones raised to provide organs for humans, exploring
themes of identity, humanity, and ethics. Like Oryx and Crake, it questions the morality of scientific
advancements and their impact on human life and relationships. The haunting narrative prompts
reflection on what it means to be human.

6. Station Eleven
Emily St. John Mandel’s post-apocalyptic novel follows a traveling Shakespearean troupe after a
devastating flu pandemic. The book examines survival, memory, and the persistence of art in a
collapsed society, complementing the bleak yet hopeful tones found in Oryx and Crake. It reflects on
how culture endures amidst chaos.

7. The Windup Girl
Paolo Bacigalupi’s science fiction novel is set in a future Thailand struggling with bioengineering
and environmental disaster. The story delves into corporate power, genetic modification, and
ecological collapse, themes closely aligned with those in Oryx and Crake. It offers a grim vision of a
world reshaped by human intervention.

8. Parable of the Sower
Octavia E. Butler’s novel depicts a near-future America where society has broken down due to
climate change and economic instability. The protagonist creates a new belief system to navigate
this chaos, emphasizing resilience and adaptability. The book’s exploration of dystopia and survival
resonates with Atwood’s work.

9. Cloud Atlas



David Mitchell’s novel weaves together multiple interconnected stories across different time periods,
including dystopian futures. It examines the impact of actions over time, touching on genetic
engineering, corporate dominance, and human interconnectedness. The complex narrative structure
enriches the themes found in Oryx and Crake.
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  oryx and crake plot: The Cambridge Companion to Margaret Atwood Coral Ann Howells,
2006-03-30 Margaret Atwood's international celebrity has given a new visibility to Canadian
literature in English. This Companion provides a comprehensive critical account of Atwood's writing
across the wide range of genres within which she has worked for the past forty years, while paying
attention to her Canadian cultural context and the multiple dimensions of her celebrity. The main
concern is with Atwood the writer, but there is also Atwood the media star and public performer,
cultural critic, environmentalist and human rights spokeswoman, social and political satirist, and
mythmaker. This immensely varied profile is addressed in a series of chapters which cover
biographical, textual, and contextual issues. The Introduction contains an analysis of dominant
trends in Atwood criticism since the 1970s, while the essays by twelve leading international Atwood
critics represent the wide range of different perspectives in current Atwood scholarship.
  oryx and crake plot: Margaret Atwood Harold Bloom, Sterling Professor of Humanities
Harold Bloom, 2014-05-14 Presents a collection of critical essays about the works of Margaret
Atwood.
  oryx and crake plot: Margaret Atwood's Dystopian Fiction Sławomir Kuźnicki, 2017-05-11
This volume details Margaret Atwood’s dystopian novels through the themes of the ambivalent
ethics of science and technology, the position of women in the male-dominated world, and the
ambiguous role played by religion and spirituality. The book’s unique and original approach places
Atwood’s fiction within the contemporary world, with all the problems of our fast-changing reality.
Furthermore, it provides an excellent reading of her dystopias in a broader, humanist context, with
an emphasis on the social, cultural and political issues that have been important for both her, the
writer, and us, the readers.
  oryx and crake plot: The Psychology of Love Michele A. Paludi, 2012-03-09 From arranged
marriages to online dating, this four-volume work presents everything from personal accounts to
empirical evidence to document what creates love in our culture as well as around the world. The
field of biology views love as a hard-wired mammalian drive, akin to thirst and hunger. In contrast,
psychology views love from a social and cultural perspective where our drive to find love—and our
responses to it—are highly dependent on societal norms. In The Psychology of Love, esteemed
author and educator Michele A. Paludi examines love through all lenses, thereby providing readers a
deeper understanding of the ways we can express caring, sensitivity, empathy, and respect toward
one another. Each chapter in this comprehensive four-volume work includes a scholarly overview of
empirical research and theories about the psychology of love. In addition, individuals' own
definitions of love are included. Special attention is paid to accepted standards of love across a
variety of cultures, the ways individuals express liking and love across the lifecycle, and patterns in
dissolutions of friendships and romantic relationships, making note of gender and race differences.
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  oryx and crake plot: The Making and Mirroring of Masculine Subjectivities Susan Mooney,
2022-08-09 This book shows how diverse, critical modern world narratives in prose fiction and film
emphasize masculine subjectivities through affects and ethics. Highlighting diverse affects and
mental states in subjective voices and modes, modern narratives reveal men as feeling,
intersubjective beings, and not as detached masters of master narratives. Modern novels and films
suggest that masculine subjectivities originate paradoxically from a combination of copying and
negation, surplus and lack, sameness and alterity: among fathers and sons, siblings and others. In
this comparative study of more than 30 diverse world narratives, Mooney deftly uses psychoanalytic
thought, narrative theories of first- and third-person narrators, and Levinasian and feminist ethics of
care, creativity, honor, and proximity. We gain a nuanced picture of diverse postpaternal
postgentlemen emerging out of older character structures of the knight and gentleman.
  oryx and crake plot: The Political in Margaret Atwood's Fiction Theodore F. Sheckels,
2016-02-24 Suggesting that politics and power are at the center of Margaret Atwood's fiction,
Theodore F. Sheckels examines Atwood's novels from The Edible Woman to The Year of the Flood.
Whether her treatment is explicit as in Bodily Harm and The Handmaid's Tale or by means of an
exploration of interiority as in Cat's Eye and The Robber Bride, Atwood's persistent concern is with
how the empowered act towards those who are constrained within the political, economic and social
institutions that facilitate power dynamics. Sheckels identifies an increasing sophistication in
Atwood's exposition of power over time that is revealed in the later novels' engagement with social
class, postcolonialism, and a globalism that merges science and commerce as issues relevant to
politics and power. Acknowledging that Atwood is not a political theorist but a novelist, Sheckels
does not suggest that her work should be viewed as political commentary but rather as a creative
treatment of the laudable but ultimately only partially successful ways in which women and other
groups resist the constraints placed on them by institutionalized oppression.
  oryx and crake plot: Contemporary Trauma Narratives Jean-Michel Ganteau, Susana Onega,
2014-06-27 This book provides a comprehensive compilation of essays on the relationship between
formal experimentation and ethics in a number of generically hybrid or liminal narratives dealing
with individual and collective traumas, running the spectrum from the testimonial novel and the
fictional autobiography to the fake memoir, written by a variety of famous, more neglected
contemporary British, Irish, US, Canadian, and German writers. Building on the psychological
insights and theorizing of the fathers of trauma studies (Janet, Freud, Ferenczi) and of contemporary
trauma critics and theorists, the articles examine the narrative strategies, structural
experimentations and hybridizations of forms, paying special attention to the way in which the texts
fight the unrepresentability of trauma by performing rather than representing it. The ethicality or
unethicality involved in this endeavor is assessed from the combined perspectives of the
non-foundational, non-cognitive, discursive ethics of alterity inspired by Emmanuel Levinas, and the
ethics of vulnerability. This approach makes Contemporary Trauma Narratives an excellent resource
for scholars of contemporary literature, trauma studies and literary theory.
  oryx and crake plot: Narrating Nonhuman Spaces Marco Caracciolo, Marlene Karlsson
Marcussen, David Rodriguez, 2021-08-18 Recent debates about the Anthropocene have prompted a
re-negotiation of the relationship between human subjectivity and nonhuman matter within a wide
range of disciplines. This collection builds on the assumption that our understanding of the
nonhuman world is bound up with the experience of space: thinking about and with nonhuman
spaces destabilizes human-scale assumptions. Literary form affords this kind of nonanthropocentric
experience; one role of the critic in the Anthropocene is to foreground the function of space and
description in challenging the conventional link between narrative and human (inter)subjectivity.
Bringing together New Formalism, ecocriticism, and narrative theory, the included essays
demonstrate that literature can transgress the strong and long-established boundary of the human
frame that literary and narrative scholarship clings to. The focus is firmly on the contemporary but
with strategic samplings in earlier cultural texts (the American transcendentalists, modernist fiction)
that anticipate present-day anxieties about the nonhuman, while at the same time offering important



conceptual tools for working through them.
  oryx and crake plot: The Tree Climbing Cure Andy Brown, 2022-12-15 Our relationship with
trees is a lengthy, complex one. Since we first walked the earth we have, at various times, worshiped
them, felled them and even talked to them. For many of us, though, our first memories of interacting
with trees will be of climbing them. Exploring how tree climbers have been represented in literature
and art in Europe and North America over the ages, The Tree Climbing Cure unpacks the curative
value of tree climbing, examining when and why tree climbers climb, and what tree climbing can do
for (and say about) the climber's mental health and wellbeing. Bringing together research into
poetry, novels, and paintings with the science of wellbeing and mental health and engaging with
myth, folklore, psychology and storytelling, Tree Climber also examines the close relationship
between tree climbing and imagination, and questions some longstanding, problematic gendered
injunctions about women climbing trees. Discussing, among others, the literary works of Margaret
Atwood; Charlotte Bronte; Geoffrey Chaucer; Angela Carter; Kiran Desai; and J.R.R. Tolkien, as well
as work by artists such as Peter Doig; Paula Rego; and Goya, this book stands out as an almost
encyclopedic examination of cultural representations of this quirky and ultimately restorative
pastime.
  oryx and crake plot: Understanding Margaret Atwood Donna M. Bickford, 2023-08-31 A
timely, accessible introduction to Margaret Atwood's most recent novels and enduring themes In
2017, the Hulu adaptation of Margaret Atwood's The Handmaid's Tale introduced the acclaimed and
bestselling Canadian author to a new generation and reminded Atwood's long-established readers of
her uncanny prescience. Understanding Margaret Atwood provides an overview of the author's life,
descriptions and analyses of the key themes present in her most recent novels, signposts to the
connections and intertextual references between them, and attention to their critical reception.
Following a biographical overview, author Donna M. Bickford studies The Handmaid's Tale (1985)
and its sequel The Testaments (2019), retellings of The Odyssey in The Penelopiad (2005) and The
Tempest in Hag Seed (2016), the MaddAddam trilogy (2003, 2009, 2013), and The Heart Goes Last
(2015). Written in clear language and a style appropriate both for scholars and for new students of
Atwood, Bickford locates Atwood's recent works in the literary, political, and social context. Atwood
is the author of more than fifty books of fiction, essays, and poetry, which have collectively sold more
than eight million copies worldwide; has received numerous awards and accolades, including
multiple Booker Prizes and a PEN Center USA Lifetime Achievement Award; and is a Fellow of the
Royal Society of Canada.
  oryx and crake plot: A study guide for Margaret Atwood's "Oryx and Crake" Gale, Cengage
Learning, 2015-09-15 A study guide for Margaret Atwood's Oryx and Crake, excerpted from Gale's
acclaimed Novels for Students series. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character
analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and
much more. For any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of your research needs.
  oryx and crake plot: Making Time Carolin Gebauer, 2021-04-19 2023 Perkins Prize of the
International Society for the Study of Narrative ESSE Book Award for Junior Scholars for a book in
the field of Literatures in the English Language Responding to the current surge in present-tense
novels, Making Time is an innovative contribution to narratological research on present-tense usage
in narrative fiction. Breaking with the tradition of conceptualizing the present tense purely as a
deictic category denoting synchronicity between a narrative event and its presentation, the study
redefines present-tense narration as a fully-fledged narrative strategy whose functional potential far
exceeds temporal relations between story and discourse. The first part of the volume presents
numerous analytical categories that systematically describe the formal, structural, functional, and
syntactic dimensions of present-tense usage in narrative fiction. These categories are then deployed
to investigate the uses and functions of present-tense narration in selected twenty-first century
novels, including Hilary Mantel’s Wolf Hall, Margaret Atwood’s Oryx and Crake, Ian McEwan’s
Nutshell, and Irvine Welsh’s Skagboys. The seven case studies serve to illustrate the ubiquity of
present-tense narration in contemporary fiction, ranging from the historical novel to the thriller, and



to investigate the various ways in which the present tense contributes to narrative worldmaking.
  oryx and crake plot: Postmodern Utopias and Feminist Fictions Jennifer A. Wagner-Lawlor,
2013-07-31 Covering a range of texts from prominent feminist writers, this book examines notions of
utopia in twenty-first-century speculative literature.
  oryx and crake plot: Dystopias and Utopias on Earth and Beyond Douglas A. Vakoch,
2021-04-29 Caught as we are in a grave climate crisis that seems more irreversible with every
passing year, our literary portrayals of the future often feature the dystopian collapse of the world as
we know it. Science fiction explores how we got here, while pointing toward a more hopeful path
forward. From an ecofeminist perspective, a core cause of our current ecological catastrophe is the
patriarchal domination of nature, playing out in parallel with the oppression of women. As an
alternative to dystopian futures that seem increasingly inevitable, ecofeminist science fiction helps
us conjure utopias that promote environmental sustainability based on more egalitarian human
relationships. Dystopias and Utopias on Earth and Beyond: Feminist Ecocriticism of Science Fiction
explores the fictional worlds of such canonical novelists as Margaret Atwood, Octavia Butler, Ursula
K. Le Guin, Doris Lessing, and Joan Slonczewski, as well as those of lesser-known science fiction
writers, as they collectively probe humanity’s greatest existential threats. Contributors from five
continents provide compelling analyses of far future dystopias on Earth that are all too easy to
imagine becoming reality if humankind’s current trajectory continues, as well as provocative insights
into science fiction utopias set on idyllic planets orbiting distant stars, which offer liberatory
alternatives that might someday be actualized in the real world. By examining the links between the
destruction of the environment and the domination of women, Dystopias and Utopias on Earth and
Beyond provides the tools to counteract those intertwined oppressions, helping create a foundation
for a truly habitable world.
  oryx and crake plot: The Routledge History of Disease Mark Jackson, 2016-08-05 The
Routledge History of Disease draws on innovative scholarship in the history of medicine to explore
the challenges involved in writing about health and disease throughout the past and across the
globe, presenting a varied range of case studies and perspectives on the patterns, technologies and
narratives of disease that can be identified in the past and that continue to influence our present.
Organized thematically, chapters examine particular forms and conceptualizations of disease,
covering subjects from leprosy in medieval Europe and cancer screening practices in
twentieth-century USA to the ayurvedic tradition in ancient India and the pioneering studies of
mental illness that took place in nineteenth-century Paris, as well as discussing the various sources
and methods that can be used to understand the social and cultural contexts of disease. Chapter 24
of this book is freely available as a downloadable Open Access PDF under a Creative Commons
Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives 3.0 license.
https://www.routledgehandbooks.com/doi/10.4324/9781315543420.ch24
  oryx and crake plot: The Cross Is Not Enough Ross Clifford, Philip Johnson, 2012 International
apologists present a compelling and inspiring case for how to draw on the resurrection for everyday
Christian living.
  oryx and crake plot: Oryx and Crake SparkNotes Literature Guide SparkNotes, 2022-01-25
Created by Harvard students for students everywhere, SparkNotes give you just what you need to
succeed in school: Complete Plot Summary and Analysis Key Facts About the Work Analysis of Major
Characters Themes, Motifs, and Symbols Explanation of Important Quotations Author’s Historical
Context Suggested Essay Topics 25-Question Review Quiz Oryx and Crake features explanations of
key themes, motifs, and symbols including: the danger of scientific advancement; voices; memory;
the dominance of corporate power; blood and roses; Alex the parrot. It also includes detailed
analysis of these important characters: Snowman; Oryx; Crake.
  oryx and crake plot: Margaret Atwood: Crime Fiction Writer Jackie Shead, 2016-05-13
Exploring how Margaret Atwood’s fiction reimagines the figure of the detective and the nature of
crime, Jackie Shead shows how the author radically reworks the crime fiction genre. Shead focuses
on Surfacing, Bodily Harm, Alias Grace, The Blind Assassin, Oryx and Crake and selected short



fiction, showing the ways in which Atwood’s protagonists are confronted by their own collusion in
hegemonic assumptions and thus are motivated to investigate and expose crimes of gender, class
and colonialism. Shead begins with a discussion of how Atwood’s treatment of crime fiction’s generic
elements, particularly those of the whodunit, clue puzzle and spy thriller, departs from convention.
Through discussion of Atwood’s metafictive strategies, Shead also examines Atwood’s techniques for
activating her readers as investigators who are offered an educative process parallel to that
experienced by some of the author’s protagonists. This book also marks a significant intervention in
an ongoing debate among Atwood critics that pits the author’s postmodernism against her ethical
and humanistic concerns.
  oryx and crake plot: Shakespeare and the Evolution of the Human Umwelt Timothy Day,
2021-02-22 Shakespeare and the Evolution of the Human Umwelt brings together research on
Shakespeare, biosemiotics, ecocriticism, epigenetics and actor network theory as it explores the
space between nature and narrative in an effort to understand how human bodies are stories told in
the emergent language of evolution, and how those bodies became storytellers themselves. Chapters
consider Shakespeare’s plays and contemporary works, such as those of Barbara Kingsolver and
Margaret Atwood, or productions for which Shakespeare is a genetic forebear, as evolutionary
artefacts which have helped to shape the human umwelt—the species-specific linguistic habitat that
humans share in common. The work investigates the juncture where semisphere meets biosphere
and illuminates the role that narrative plays in our construction of the world we occupy. The plays of
Shakespeare, as works that have had unparalleled cultural diffusion, are uniquely situated to speak
to the ways in which ideas and the texts they use as vehicles are always material, always
environmental, and always alive. The book discusses Shakespeare’s works as vital nodes in our
cultural, historical, moral and philosophical networks, but also as environmental actors in and of
themselves. Plays are presented alternately as digitally encoded bits of culture awaiting their
connection to an analog world, or as bacteria interacting with living organisms in both productive
and destructive ways, altering their structure and creating new meaning through movement that is
simultaneously biological and poetic. This book will be of great interest to students and scholars of
ecocriticism looking to model ecocritical readings and bridge gaps between scientific, philosophical
and literary thinking.
  oryx and crake plot: Empowering Contemporary Fiction in English Ralf Hertel, Eva-Maria
Windberger, 2021-03-08 Empowerment as a concept is making its impact on the field of literary
studies. This volume shows its intricate relation to contemporary fiction in English, applying a broad
range of approaches such as feminist, transcultural, and intersectional studies. Dealing with genres
as diverse as dystopia, science fiction, TV adaptations, the historical novel, and immigrant fiction,
this collection offers the first in-depth study of empowerment in literature. How, and to which end,
do texts endow characters with power? In which ways can fiction become a tool of authorial
self-empowerment? And which effects do such narratives have on readers? With this book,
empowerment is put on the map of literary studies as a new, highly relevant critical concept
stimulating fresh perspectives on contemporary fiction. Contributors: Peter Childs, Britta Maria
Colligs, Sarah Dillon, Paul Hamann-Rose, Ralf Hertel, David Malcolm, Diana Thiesen, Eleanor Ty,
Eva-Maria Windberger.
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