
omega psi phi members

omega psi phi members have played a significant role in the fraternity’s rich
history and ongoing legacy. As a prominent historically African American
fraternity, Omega Psi Phi boasts a membership filled with influential
leaders, pioneers, and changemakers across various fields. This article
explores the notable individuals who have been part of this esteemed
brotherhood, highlighting their achievements and contributions to society.
Additionally, it delves into the fraternity’s origins, its guiding
principles, and the impact omega psi phi members have made on communities
worldwide. Understanding the legacy of omega psi phi members provides insight
into the fraternity’s enduring significance and cultural importance. The
following sections provide a detailed overview of prominent members, the
fraternity’s history, and its core values.

The History and Founding of Omega Psi Phi

Notable Omega Psi Phi Members in Various Fields

Contributions and Impact of Omega Psi Phi Members

The Values and Principles Guiding Omega Psi Phi Members

Membership and Legacy of Omega Psi Phi

The History and Founding of Omega Psi Phi

Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated, was founded on November 17, 1911, at
Howard University in Washington, D.C. The fraternity was established by three
undergraduate students—Edgar Amos Love, Oscar James Cooper, and Frank
Coleman—and their faculty adviser, Dr. Ernest Everett Just. The founders
sought to create an organization that would emphasize the principles of
manhood, scholarship, perseverance, and uplift. These principles continue to
guide omega psi phi members to this day, shaping the fraternity's mission and
activities.

Since its inception, Omega Psi Phi has been committed to fostering academic
excellence, leadership development, and community service among African
American men. The fraternity quickly expanded beyond Howard University,
establishing chapters across the United States and internationally. This
growth cemented omega psi phi members as key contributors to social progress
and cultural empowerment throughout the 20th and 21st centuries.

Notable Omega Psi Phi Members in Various Fields

Omega psi phi members have distinguished themselves in numerous professional
arenas, including civil rights, politics, sports, entertainment, and
academia. Their accomplishments reflect the fraternity’s dedication to
excellence and service.



Leaders in Civil Rights and Politics

Many omega psi phi members have played pivotal roles in advancing civil
rights and social justice. Among them is the legendary civil rights activist
and congressman, Congressman John Lewis, whose leadership in the struggle for
equality is widely celebrated. Additionally, members such as Congressman
Charles Rangel and the late Congressman Andrew Young have significantly
influenced American politics and policy.

Prominent Athletes Among Omega Psi Phi Members

The fraternity boasts numerous members who have excelled in professional
sports. These athletes have brought national attention to Omega Psi Phi
through their achievements in basketball, football, and other sports. Notable
members include:

Michael Strahan – Pro Football Hall of Famer and television personality

Walt Frazier – NBA Hall of Famer and basketball legend

Elvin Bethea – Pro Football Hall of Famer

Calvin Hill – Former NFL player and sports commentator

Influential Figures in Arts and Entertainment

Omega psi phi members have also made significant contributions to music,
film, and literature. Renowned artist Langston Hughes, a prominent poet and
social activist, was an early member whose work helped shape the Harlem
Renaissance. Other influential members include comedian and actor Steve
Harvey and the legendary singer and songwriter Redd Foxx, both of whom have
used their platforms to inspire and entertain diverse audiences.

Contributions and Impact of Omega Psi Phi
Members

The collective efforts of omega psi phi members have led to meaningful
societal changes and community empowerment. Their contributions extend beyond
personal achievements to impactful philanthropic initiatives and mentorship
programs.

Community Service and Philanthropy

Omega psi phi members are known for their commitment to community uplift
through various service projects and charitable activities. The fraternity
sponsors programs focused on education, health awareness, and economic
development. These include scholarships for deserving students, voter
registration drives, and initiatives addressing health disparities such as
prostate cancer awareness.



Mentorship and Leadership Development

Mentorship is a cornerstone of the fraternity’s mission, with omega psi phi
members actively guiding younger generations toward success. Through
leadership training workshops, youth programs, and networking opportunities,
members foster personal and professional growth within their communities.

The Values and Principles Guiding Omega Psi Phi
Members

Omega Psi Phi is founded on four cardinal principles: Manhood, Scholarship,
Perseverance, and Uplift. These core values serve as the foundation for the
conduct and aspirations of all omega psi phi members.

Manhood

The principle of manhood encourages members to exhibit integrity,
responsibility, and respect in all aspects of life. Omega psi phi members are
expected to demonstrate honorable behavior and leadership within their
families, professions, and communities.

Scholarship

Academic excellence is a key focus of the fraternity, with omega psi phi
members striving for intellectual growth and achievement. The fraternity
supports educational endeavors through scholarships, academic programs, and
encouragement of lifelong learning.

Perseverance

Perseverance represents the determination and resilience required to overcome
challenges. Omega psi phi members embrace this principle by maintaining
commitment to their goals despite obstacles and setbacks.

Uplift

Uplift embodies the fraternity’s dedication to improving the lives of others.
Omega psi phi members actively engage in service and advocacy to promote
social justice, equality, and community development.

Membership and Legacy of Omega Psi Phi

The legacy of omega psi phi members is marked by a tradition of excellence
and service that spans over a century. Membership is selective and honors men
who exemplify the fraternity’s principles and demonstrate leadership
potential.



Becoming an Omega Psi Phi Member

Prospective members undergo a rigorous process that includes academic
requirements, character evaluation, and commitment to fraternity values. This
ensures that omega psi phi members continue to uphold the high standards set
by the founders.

The Enduring Influence of Omega Psi Phi Members

Through their leadership, achievements, and dedication, omega psi phi members
have left an indelible mark on society. Their contributions across diverse
fields inspire future generations and reinforce the fraternity’s role as a
catalyst for positive change.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who are some notable members of Omega Psi Phi
fraternity?

Notable members of Omega Psi Phi include Michael Jordan, Langston Hughes,
Bill Cosby, Steve Harvey, and Shaquille O'Neal.

What is the significance of Omega Psi Phi members in
African American history?

Omega Psi Phi members have played crucial roles in civil rights, education,
arts, and politics, contributing significantly to African American culture
and progress since the fraternity's founding in 1911.

How does one become a member of Omega Psi Phi?

To become a member of Omega Psi Phi, an individual must be a male college
student attending a college or university with an active chapter, meet
academic requirements, and undergo a membership intake process that includes
education on the fraternity's history and values.

What are the core values upheld by Omega Psi Phi
members?

Omega Psi Phi members uphold the core values of manhood, scholarship,
perseverance, and uplift, which guide their personal development and
community service efforts.

How do Omega Psi Phi members contribute to community
service?

Members of Omega Psi Phi actively engage in community service through
programs focusing on education, mentoring youth, health awareness, and social
justice initiatives to improve the lives of people in their communities.



Additional Resources
1. The Omega Psi Phi Legacy: A History of Brotherhood and Service
This book explores the rich history of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.,
highlighting its founding principles and the impact its members have made in
various fields. It delves into the fraternity’s commitment to scholarship,
leadership, and community service. Readers gain insight into how Omega men
have shaped social and cultural movements throughout the decades.

2. Men of Omega: Stories of Achievement and Excellence
A collection of inspiring biographies and profiles of notable Omega Psi Phi
members who have excelled in politics, sports, education, and the arts. The
book celebrates the diversity and accomplishments of fraternity brothers
while emphasizing the values of perseverance and brotherhood. It serves as a
motivational guide for young men aspiring to make a difference.

3. Omega Psi Phi and the Civil Rights Movement
Focusing on the fraternity’s influential role during the Civil Rights era,
this book documents the courageous efforts of Omega men in advocating for
justice and equality. It includes firsthand accounts, speeches, and
historical analysis that showcase the fraternity’s dedication to social
change. The narrative connects the fraternity’s mission with broader
struggles for civil rights in America.

4. Leadership Lessons from Omega Psi Phi
This book distills leadership principles and life lessons drawn from the
fraternity’s distinguished members and their experiences. It offers practical
advice for personal development, community engagement, and professional
success. The text is ideal for current and prospective members seeking to
embody the fraternity’s ideals.

5. The Culture and Traditions of Omega Psi Phi
An in-depth look at the customs, rituals, and symbols that define Omega Psi
Phi. The book explores how these traditions foster a strong sense of identity
and unity among members. It provides historical context and explains the
significance behind the fraternity’s unique practices and ceremonies.

6. Omega Psi Phi in Sports: Champions On and Off the Field
Highlighting the achievements of Omega Psi Phi members in athletics, this
book profiles legendary sports figures and their contributions beyond the
playing field. It underscores the fraternity’s influence in promoting
discipline, teamwork, and community involvement among athletes. Readers learn
about the balance between athletic excellence and academic or social
responsibility.

7. Brotherhood Beyond Borders: Omega Psi Phi’s Global Impact
This book examines how Omega Psi Phi has expanded its reach internationally,
fostering brotherhood and service across cultures. It details global
initiatives, partnerships, and the fraternity’s role in addressing social
issues worldwide. The narrative demonstrates the universal applicability of
Omega’s principles.

8. Scholarship and Service: The Pillars of Omega Psi Phi
Focusing on the fraternity’s emphasis on academic achievement and community
service, this book showcases programs and initiatives led by Omega members.
It highlights success stories of scholarship recipients and impactful service
projects. The text encourages a commitment to lifelong learning and civic
responsibility.



9. The Voices of Omega: Essays from Distinguished Members
A compilation of essays and reflections written by prominent Omega Psi Phi
brothers, offering personal insights and philosophies. The collection covers
a wide range of topics including leadership, social justice, education, and
fraternity life. It provides a diverse perspective on what it means to be an
Omega man in today’s world.
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  omega psi phi members: The History of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. (an Update for
the Period 1960-2008) Vernon Steve Weakley, 2009-05-01 This literary work is an update of the
History of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. for the period 1960 to 2008. This book humbly takes up
where Omega men Herman Dreer, Robert L. Gill and their outstanding committees stopped. This
new update was officially sanctioned and commissioned by Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. via the
38th Grand Basileus, the honorable Warren G. Lee, and the elected Supreme Council for the 74th
Grand Conclave. This Omega History Book project will provide a clear and accurate history of
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity and its impact on America and African Americans in particular for the
period 1960 to 2008. This new History update will serve to clearly demonstrate how Omega Psi Phi
fraternity Inc. has, not only made a significant positive difference in the lives of Black people, but the
entire world. It is this committee's fervent hope that this update will not only enlighten, be a beacon
and shed light on our illustrious history but will also be an inspiration to young people, the general
public at large and all Omega Men, past, present and future. This new update involved the
comprehensive gathering of historical data on Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. from all across America
and internationally for the period 1960 to the 2008. It endeavored to encompass all significant
contributions, all noteworthy efforts and the resulting factual recordation of Omega Psi Phi
fraternity and all Omega men who have had pertinent impact on America and Omega Dear during
this period. This project was massive and took over two years to complete. The resulting final
product will be a self perpetuating income generating source for Omega Psi Phi fraternity for many
years to come. Please be clearly advised readers that this is an update of the previous history books
written by the honorable Herman Dreer, Robert L. Gill and their committees. This book, with the
exception of containing some basic historical information to enlighten a person who has no
knowledge of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, will not routinely cover past historical information shown in
the great works of Dreer and Gill occurring prior to this update period. The history rich period for
this update has provided many interesting challenges for Omega and its members. The Founders of
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity did not shrink from the task, nor did they pity themselves for being given
the tremendous burden to uplift the African American race. W.E.B. DuBois' talented tenth assertion
must be our rallying cry in that it crystallizes the fact that Omega men must be in the forefront in
lifting the Black community to higher heights. Omega men are indeed the cream of the crop
endowed with the divine gift of greatness. And, our great history and our individual and unified
deeds bare witness to this fact and with that our readiness to step to the fore. Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity Inc. is filled with many great Omega men who have had significant positive impact on
America during this update period. There are undeniable facts, inspiring legends, and exceptional
Omega men who have accomplished great things in their districts and at the international level, as
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well as in their personal lives and in their gallant exploits across the nation. It is time that the world
knows of our extraordinary contributions to the greatest country on earth and our proud race. We
pray that this HISTORY OF OMEGA PSI PHI FRATERNITY INC. for the period 1960 to 2008
accomplishes this goal and be a guiding light to live by and be a positive uplifting force for all that
reads it.
  omega psi phi members: Brothers and Sisters Craig LaRon Torbenson, Gregory Parks, 2009
The 1950s are arguably the watershed era in the civil rights movement with the landmark Supreme
Court decision of Brown v. Board of Education in 1954, the Montgomery Bus Boycott in 1955, and
the desegregation of Little Rock (Arkansas) High School in 1957. It was during this period--1955 to
be exact--that sociologist Alfred M. Lee published his seminal work Fraternities without
Brotherhood: A Study of Prejudice on the American Campus. Lee's book was the first and last book
to explore diversity within college fraternal groups. More than fifty years later, Craig L. Torbenson
and Gregory S. Parks revisit this issue more broadly in their edited volume Brothers and Sisters:
Diversity in College Fraternities and Sororities. This volume draws from a variety of disciplines in an
attempt to provide a holistic analysis of diversity within collegiate fraternal life. It also brings a wide
range of scholarly approaches to the inquiry of diversity within college fraternities and sororities. It
explores not only from whence these groups have come but where they are currently situated and
what issues arise as they progress.
  omega psi phi members: Black Greek 101 Walter M. Kimbrough, 2023-09-12 Black Greek 101
analyzes the customs, culture, and challenges facing historically Black fraternal organizations. The
text provides a history of Black Greek organizations beyond the nine major organizations, examining
the pledging practice, the growth of fraternalism outside of the mainstream organizations, the vivid
culture and practices of the groups, and challenges for the future.
  omega psi phi members: Brother Outsider, Brother Insider Chris Danielson, 2025-07
Lawrence Thomas Guyot Jr. (1939–2012), known simply as “Guyot” (pronounced ghee-aught), was a
pivotal yet underrecognized figure in the civil rights movement. As a Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee (SNCC) field secretary in the 1960s, he battled southern poverty and
racism, championing voting rights for Black Mississippians. His leadership in the Mississippi
Freedom Democratic Party (MFDP) highlighted tensions between the MFDP’s electoral goals and
SNCC’s more radical stance. Guyot later moved into Washington, DC, politics, working alongside
leaders like Marion Barry, shifting from a rural civil rights organizer to an urban political strategist.
Chris Danielson’s nuanced portrayal of Guyot offers a fresh perspective on the civil rights
movement. Through Guyot’s activism, Brother Outsider, Brother Insider invites a reassessment of
the era and the individuals who shaped it.
  omega psi phi members: 1999 Chacahoula ,
  omega psi phi members: Black Greek-Letter Organizations 2.0 Matthew W. Hughey, Gregory
S. Parks, 2011-02-18 At the turn of the twentieth century, black fraternities and sororities, also
known as Black Greek-Letter Organizations (BGLOs), were an integral part of what W.E.B. Du Bois
called the “talented tenth.” This was the top ten percent of the black community that would serve as
a cadre of educated, upper-class, motivated individuals who acquired the professional credentials,
skills, and capital to assist the race to attain socioeconomic parity. Today, however, BGLOs struggle
to find their place and direction in a world drastically different from the one that witnessed their
genesis. In recent years, there has been a growing body of scholarship on BGLOs. This collection of
essays seeks to push those who think about BGLOs to engage in more critically and empirically
based analysis. This book also seeks to move BGLO members and those who work with them beyond
conclusions based on hunches, conventional wisdom, intuition, and personal experience. In addition
to a rich range of scholars, this volume includes a kind of call and response feature between scholars
and prominent members of the BGLO community.
  omega psi phi members: Black Enterprise , 1975-07 BLACK ENTERPRISE is the ultimate
source for wealth creation for African American professionals, entrepreneurs and corporate
executives. Every month, BLACK ENTERPRISE delivers timely, useful information on careers, small



business and personal finance.
  omega psi phi members: Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, 1995*
  omega psi phi members: Ebony , 1993-09 EBONY is the flagship magazine of Johnson
Publishing. Founded in 1945 by John H. Johnson, it still maintains the highest global circulation of
any African American-focused magazine.
  omega psi phi members: African American Fraternities and Sororities Tamara L. Brown,
Gregory S. Parks, Clarenda M. Phillips, 2012-02-29 The rich history and social significance of the
“Divine Nine” African American Greek-letter organizations is explored in this comprehensive
anthology. In the long tradition of African American benevolent and secret societies, intercollegiate
African American fraternities and sororities have strong traditions of fostering brotherhood and
sisterhood among their members, exerting considerable influence in the African American
community and being in the forefront of civic action, community service, and philanthropy. Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., Toni Morrison, Arthur Ashe, and Sarah Vaughn are just a few of the
trailblazing members of these organizations. African American Fraternities and Sororities places the
history of these organizations in context, linking them to other movements and organizations that
predated them and tying their history to the Civil Rights movement. It explores various cultural
aspects of the organizations, such as auxiliary groups, branding, calls, and stepping, and highlights
the unique role of African American sororities.
  omega psi phi members: Wrongs of Passage Hank Nuwer, 2001 Explores the problems of
hazing and binge drinking at fraternities and sororities on American college campuses, telling the
stories of some of the young people who have been seriously injured or died as a result of such
behaviors; and offers a list of recommendations for reform.
  omega psi phi members: The Grandfather of Black Basketball Edwin Bancroft Henderson
II, 2024-02-20 The first contemporary biography of the man credited with introducing basketball to
African Americans on a wide-scale, organized basis. Dr. Edwin Bancroft Henderson was the son of
working-class parents born in slavery. A driven, intelligent, and charismatic young man, Henderson
attended Harvard University’s Dudley Sargent School of Physical Training. There he met the leaders
in the new field of physical education and recognized athletics—and basketball, especially—as a
public health initiative and a way that young Blacks could gain college scholarships and debunk the
idea of racial inferiority. In The Grandfather of Black Basketball: The Life and Times of Dr. E. B.
Henderson, Edwin Bancroft Henderson II—Dr. Henderson’s grandson—provides unprecedented
detail and fascinating insight into this influential figure in Black history. Henderson organized the
first athletic league for Blacks, introduced basketball to Black people on a wide-scale, organized
basis, and founded associations to train and organize Black officials and referees. He also wrote and
co-edited the first Spalding publication that highlighted the exploits of African American
participation in sports and authored The Negro in Sports. Outside of athletics, Henderson was
instrumental in founding the first rural branch of the NAACP, advocated for school desegregation,
and held executive board positions with multiple NAACP branches. Overlooked for decades,
Henderson was finally enshrined in the National Basketball Hall of Fame in 2013 as a contributor.
The Grandfather of Black Basketball gives long-overdue recognition to a sports pioneer, civil rights
activist, author, educator, and pragmatic humanitarian who fought his entire life to improve
opportunities for youth through athletics.
  omega psi phi members: Encyclopedia of American Folklife Simon J Bronner, 2015-03-04
American folklife is steeped in world cultures, or invented as new culture, always evolving, yet often
practiced as it was created many years or even centuries ago. This fascinating encyclopedia explores
the rich and varied cultural traditions of folklife in America - from barn raisings to the Internet,
tattoos, and Zydeco - through expressions that include ritual, custom, crafts, architecture, food,
clothing, and art. Featuring more than 350 A-Z entries, Encyclopedia of American Folklife is
wide-ranging and inclusive. Entries cover major cities and urban centers; new and established
immigrant groups as well as native Americans; American territories, such as Guam and Samoa;
major issues, such as education and intellectual property; and expressions of material culture, such



as homes, dress, food, and crafts. This encyclopedia covers notable folklife areas as well as general
regional categories. It addresses religious groups (reflecting diversity within groups such as the
Amish and the Jews), age groups (both old age and youth gangs), and contemporary folk groups
(skateboarders and psychobillies) - placing all of them in the vivid tapestry of folklife in America. In
addition, this resource offers useful insights on folklife concepts through entries such as community
and group and tradition and culture. The set also features complete indexes in each volume, as well
as a bibliography for further research.
  omega psi phi members: Black Greek-letter Organizations in the Twenty-First Century
Gregory S. Parks, 2008-06-13 During the twentieth century, black Greek-Letter organizations
(BGLOs) united college students dedicated to excellence, fostered kinship, and uplifted African
Americans. Members of these organizations include remarkable and influential individuals such as
Martin Luther King Jr., Congresswoman Barbara Jordan, novelist Toni Morrison, and Wall Street
pioneer Reginald F. Lewis. Despite the profound influence of these groups, many now question the
continuing relevance of BGLOs, arguing that their golden age has passed. Partly because of their
perceived link to hip-hop culture, black fraternities and sororities have been unfairly reduced to a
media stereotype—a world of hazing without any real substance. The general public knows very little
about BGLOs, and surprisingly the members themselves often do not have a thorough understanding
of their history and culture or of the issues currently facing their organizations. To foster a greater
engagement with the history and contributions of BGLOs, Black Greek-Letter Organizations in the
Twenty-first Century: Our Fight Has Just Begun brings together an impressive group of authors to
explore the contributions and continuing possibilities of BGLOs and their members. Editor Gregory
S. Parks and the contributing authors provide historical context for the development of BGLOs,
exploring their service activities as well as their relationships with other prominent African
American institutions. The book examines BGLOs' responses to a number of contemporary issues,
including non-black membership, homosexuality within BGLOs, and the perception of BGLOs as
educated gangs. As illustrated by the organized response of BGLO members to the racial injustice
they observed in Jena, Louisiana, these organizations still have a vital mission. Both internally and
externally, BGLOs struggle to forge a relevant identity for the new century. Internally, these groups
wrestle with many issues, including hazing, homophobia, petty intergroup competition, and the
difficulty of bridging the divide between college and alumni members. Externally, BGLOs face the
challenge of rededicating themselves to their communities and leading an aggressive campaign
against modern forms of racism, sexism, and other types of fear-driven behavior. By embracing the
history of these organizations and exploring their continuing viability and relevance, Black
Greek-Letter Organizations in the Twenty-first Century demonstrates that BGLOs can create a
positive and enduring future and that their most important work lies ahead.
  omega psi phi members: Black Greek-Letter Organizations in the 21st Century Gregory S.
Parks, 2008-06-13 “A masterpiece of multidisciplinary scholarship that clearly demonstrates the
contemporary relevance of black fraternities and sororities.” —Hasan Kwame Jeffries, author of
Bloody Lowndes During the twentieth century, black Greek-Letter organizations (BGLOs) united
college students dedicated to excellence, fostered kinship, and uplifted African Americans. Members
of these organizations include remarkable and influential individuals such as Martin Luther King Jr.,
Congresswoman Barbara Jordan, novelist Toni Morrison, and Wall Street pioneer Reginald F. Lewis.
Despite the profound influence of these groups, many now question the continuing relevance of
BGLOs, arguing that their golden age has passed. To foster a greater engagement with the history
and contributions of BGLOs, Black Greek-Letter Organizations in the Twenty-first Century brings
together an impressive group of authors to explore the contributions and continuing possibilities of
BGLOs and their members. Editor Gregory S. Parks and the contributing authors provide historical
context for the development of BGLOs, exploring their service activities as well as their relationships
with other prominent African American institutions. Both internally and externally, BGLOs struggle
to forge a relevant identity for the new century. Internally, these groups wrestle with many issues,
including hazing, homophobia, petty intergroup competition, and the difficulty of bridging the divide



between college and alumni members. Externally, BGLOs face the challenge of rededicating
themselves to their communities and leading an aggressive campaign against modern forms of
racism, sexism, and other types of fear-driven behavior. By embracing the history of these
organizations and exploring their continuing viability and relevance, Black Greek-Letter
Organizations in the Twenty-first Century demonstrates that BGLOs can create a positive and
enduring future and that their most important work lies ahead.
  omega psi phi members: Black Haze, Second Edition Ricky L. Jones, 2015-06-27 Expanded
and revised edition of the first book devoted solely to black fraternity hazing. Are black men
naturally violent? Do they define manhood in the same way as their counterparts across lines of
race? Are black Greek-letter fraternities among the most dangerous student organizations on
American college and university campuses? Can their often-dangerous initiation processes be
stopped or even modified and, if not, what should be done about them? In this second edition of
Black Haze, Ricky L. Jones takes on these questions and more. The first edition was an enlightening
and sometimes disturbing examination of American men�s quest for acceptance, comfort,
reaffirmation, and manhood in a world where their footing is often unstable. In this new edition
Jones not only provides masterful philosophical and ethical analyses but he also forces the
engagement of a terrifying real world process that damages and kills students with all too frequent
regularity. With a revealing new preface and stunning afterword, Jones immerses the reader in an
intriguing and dark world marked by hypermasculinity, unapologetic brutality, and sometimes death.
He offers a compelling book that ranges well beyond the subject of hazing�one that yields
perplexing questions and demands difficult choices as we move forward in addressing issues
surrounding fraternities, violent hazing, black men, and American society. �Black Haze is a
landmark study on hazing culture within black Greek-letter organizations. With an insider�s eye and
scholar�s touch, Jones masterfully captures the emic contours, complexities, and contradictions of
black fraternity hazing as ritual act and cultural practice. This text is at once rigorous and
accessible, theoretical and practical, classic and urgent. Anyone interested in understanding hazing,
masculinity, BGLOs, or black cultural practice must read this book!� � Marc Lamont Hill, coauthor
of The Classroom and the Cell: Conversations on Black Life in America �Black Haze is a compelling
survey of black Greek-letter organizations, their history, purpose, and their most damning traditions.
This is an examination of how the virtues of brotherhood and civic service coexist with brutal
violence and cruelty within some of the oldest organizations in black America. Professor Jones has
produced a vital contribution about a crucial and enduring problem.� � William Jelani Cobb, author
of The Substance of Hope: Barack Obama and the Paradox of Progress �Ricky Jones�s Black Haze is
an important study of black male identity development. By examining black men�s relationship with
fraternities, he uncovers larger and brilliantly penetrating insights into issues of masculinity and
political identity among African American males in the post-civil rights era.� � Peniel E. Joseph,
author of Waiting �Til the Midnight Hour: A Narrative History of Black Power in America �Black
Haze is a riveting coup de grâce against ritualized violence in black fraternities. The second edition
of Black Haze is the most penetrating, illuminating, and articulate sociopolitical and cultural analysis
of the chilling legacy of violence in black Greek-letter fraternities. As one of the world�s leading
authorities on black masculinity and organizations, Ricky Jones intelligently confronts traditional
verities, social norms, and myths that seek to justify and continue ritualized violence in black
fraternities through the courageous prism of a reformed insider dedicated to the preservation of
black dignity and life.� � Jeremy I. Levitt, author of Black Women and International Law: Deliberate
Interactions, Movements and Actions Praise for the First Edition � provides valuable insights into
the reasoning behind hazing, a practice that extends into the realms of sports and even high school,
and is relevant for not only fraternity members and officials, but the general public as well.� � The
Griot � an important contribution because of the skillful manner in which Jones incorporates and
critically analyzes relevant literature and other related scholarly writings Jones, himself a member of
Kappa Alpha Psi, offers personal observations as well as first-hand views and perceptions of hazing.�
� Journal of College Student Development



  omega psi phi members: When Colleges Sang J. Lloyd Winstead, 2013-06-30 When Colleges
Sang is an illustrated history of the rich culture of college singing from the earliest days of the
American republic to the present. Before fraternity songs, alma maters, and the rahs of college fight
songs became commonplace, students sang. Students in the earliest American colleges created their
own literary melodies that they shared with their classmates. As J. Lloyd Winstead documents in
When Colleges Sang, college singing expanded in conjunction with the growth of the nation and the
American higher education system. While it was often simply an entertaining pastime, singing had
other subtle and not-so-subtle effects. Singing indoctrinated students into the life of formal and
informal student organizations as well as encouraged them to conform to college rituals and
celebrations. University faculty used songs to reinforce the religious practices and ceremonial
observances that their universities supported. Students used singing for more social purposes:
students sang to praise their peer’s achievements (and underachievements), mock the faculty, and
provide humor. In extreme circumstances, they sang to intimidate classmates and faculty, and to
defy college authorities. Singing was, and is, an intrinsic part of campus culture. When Colleges
Sang explores the dynamics that inspired collegiate singing and the development of singing
traditions from the earliest days of the American college. Winstead explores this tradition’s tenuous
beginnings in the Puritan era and follows its progress into the present. Using historical documents
provided by various universities, When Colleges Sang follows the unique applications and influences
of song that persisted in various forms. This original and significant contribution to the literature of
higher education sheds light on how college singing traditions have evolved through the generations
and have continued to remain culturally relevant even today.
  omega psi phi members: The True Alpha and Omega Minister Jerrod Smith, Brother Clifton
Lucas, 2011-06-20 This bookexposes the true nature and culture of fraternities and sororities. In
these secret societies there are activities and requirements that cause prospective members and
members aliketo unknowingly enter into ungodly pacts and covenants. These ungodly practices lead
to activities which include physical abuse, fornication, adultery, hatred, envy, strife, manipulation,
social and intellectual elitism, abominable sexual activities and witchcraft. These
organizationsattract people that are looking for something that only Christ Jesus can provide.
However, the organizations appears as a light by their community service and networking abilities.
This light however is afalse light.Once one gets into the inner workings of the organizations, the sin
and soul inflicting antics are found deeply rooted in darkness. The authorsbeing former members
that participated in ungodly activities within these organizations expose the physical, mental,
sexualand spiritualdeath-dealing activities found in fraternities and sororities. This is by no means a
kiss and tell composition, but it is a trying to save people from hell exposition. Actual accounts of
sexual requirements, abuse,ancient ungodly spiritual practices, witchcraft, and required
chantswhich denouncetheexistence the One True God are given in detail in this book.Ungodly spirits
of oldhave found new vessels to operate inthrough these fraternities and sororities. The good thing
about this book is that it not only exposes spiritual wickedness and old ungodly practices, but it
shows people who want to be free how to find God, the Ancient of Days.Let the Truth be told. We
encourage you to read this book if you arejoining a fraternity or sorority, are a member of one, are
apastor, orhave a loved one in one of these organizations. We desire for all to be free and blessed by
this book.
  omega psi phi members: The Divine Nine Lawrence C. Ross, 2019-08-27 This comprehensive
history of African American fraternities and sororities celebrates the spirit of Black Excellence in
higher education that has produced American leaders in politics, sports, arts, and culture such as
Kamala Harris, Colin Kaepernick, Michael Jordan, Thurgood Marshall, and Toni Morrison, and is
sure to be a treasured resource for generations to come. America’s Black fraternities and sororities
are a unique and vital part of 20th century African American history, providing young black
achievers with opportunities to support each other while they serve their communities and the
nation. From pioneering work in the suffragette movement to extraordinary strides during the Civil
Rights era to life-changing inner-city mentoring programs, members of these organizations share a



proud tradition of brotherhood, sisterhood, and service. Today, America’s nine black fraternities and
sororities are millions of members strong with chapters at HBCUs, Ivy League Schools, and colleges
across the nation including Stanford University, Howard University, and the University of Chicago.
  omega psi phi members: Historically Black Colleges and Universities F. Erik Brooks, Glenn L.
Starks, 2011-09-13 This exhaustive analysis of Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs)
throughout history discusses the institutions and the major events, individuals, and organizations
that have contributed to their existence. The oldest HBCU, Cheyney University of Pennsylvania, was
founded in 1837 by Quaker philanthropist Richard Humphreys as the Institute for Colored Youth. By
1902, at least 85 such schools had been established and, in subsequent years, the total grew to 105.
Today approximately 16 percent of America's black college students are enrolled in HBCUs.
Historically Black Colleges and Universities: An Encyclopedia brings the stories of these schools
together in a comprehensive volume that explores the origin and history of each Historically Black
College and University in the United States. Major founders and contributors to HBCUs, including
whites, free blacks, churches, and states, are discussed and distinguished alumni are profiled.
Specific examples of the impact of HBCUs and their alumni on American culture and the social and
political history of the United States are also examined. In addition to looking at the HBCUs
themselves, the book analyzes historical events and legislation of the past 174 years that impacted
the founding, funding, and growth of these history-making schools.
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