oromo culture

oromo culture is one of the richest and most vibrant cultural heritages in Africa, deeply rooted in
the traditions and history of the Oromo people, who are the largest ethnic group in Ethiopia. This
culture encompasses a wide array of elements including language, social structures, religious
beliefs, traditional practices, and artistic expressions. Understanding Oromo culture provides
valuable insights into the social dynamics, values, and historical experiences of the Oromo people.
This article explores the fundamental aspects of oromo culture, covering its language, social
organization, religion, traditional ceremonies, music, and art forms. The comprehensive overview
aims to highlight the significance and diversity of this culture in the context of the broader East
African region.
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Language and Communication

The Oromo people primarily speak Afaan Oromo, which is one of the most widely spoken Cushitic
languages in Ethiopia and the Horn of Africa. Afaan Oromo serves as a critical medium for
preserving and transmitting oromo culture across generations. It has its own unique script and rich
oral traditions that encompass storytelling, proverbs, and poetry. Language is not only a tool for
communication but also an essential cultural identifier for the Oromo community.

Oral Traditions and Storytelling

Oral traditions play a vital role in the preservation of history and cultural values within oromo
culture. Elders and griots pass down stories that teach moral lessons, celebrate heroic deeds, and
recount historical events. These narratives often emphasize community solidarity, respect for
nature, and the importance of social harmony.

Proverbs and Idiomatic Expressions

Proverbs in Afaan Oromo are widely used to convey wisdom and cultural norms succinctly. These
sayings reflect the worldview and ethics of the Oromo people, often focusing on themes such as



cooperation, courage, and justice.

Social Structure and Gadaa System

The oromo culture is distinguished by its unique social and political organization known as the
Gadaa system. This indigenous democratic governance model organizes society into age sets and
leadership cycles, ensuring the participation of community members in decision-making and conflict
resolution. The Gadaa system is recognized for its sophisticated mechanisms of lawmaking, social
regulation, and cultural preservation.

Age Sets and Roles

Within the Gadaa system, the Oromo people are grouped into age sets that progress through
different stages of social responsibility. Each stage is associated with specific duties, from
warriorhood to elder status, reflecting a lifelong process of social integration and leadership
development.

Leadership and Governance

The Gadaa administration rotates leadership every eight years, with elected officials known as
Abbaa Gadaa governing the community. This system fosters accountability and collective
governance, rooted in principles of fairness and justice.

Religious Beliefs and Practices

Religion is a core component of oromo culture, encompassing indigenous belief systems alongside
Islam and Christianity, which have been adopted by many Oromo people over time. The traditional
Oromo religion centers around a supreme deity called Waaqa, along with reverence for ancestors
and natural spirits.

Waagqeffannaa: The Indigenous Faith

Waageffannaa is the traditional monotheistic faith of the Oromo, focused on worshiping Waaqa, the
creator. This belief system emphasizes harmony with nature, ethical living, and community cohesion.
Rituals and ceremonies are performed to honor Waaqa and seek blessings for prosperity and
protection.

Influence of Islam and Christianity

Over centuries, many Oromo people have embraced Islam and Christianity, integrating these faiths
with their cultural practices. This religious diversity has enriched oromo culture, contributing to a
pluralistic and tolerant social environment.



Traditional Ceremonies and Festivals

Celebrations and ceremonies form an integral part of oromo culture, marking important life events,
agricultural cycles, and communal milestones. These occasions are characterized by vibrant rituals,
music, dance, and communal feasting.

Irreecha Festival

Irreecha is the most prominent Oromo festival, celebrated annually to give thanks to Waaqa for the
blessings of the past season and to welcome the new season of prosperity. It involves offering fresh
grass and flowers to water bodies, symbolizing renewal and gratitude.

Marriage and Initiation Rites

Marriage ceremonies and initiation rites in oromo culture involve elaborate customs that reinforce
social bonds and cultural identity. These rites often include symbolic acts, traditional songs, and
communal participation to celebrate transitions in social status.

Music, Dance, and Art

Artistic expression is a vibrant element of oromo culture, with music and dance playing central roles
in both everyday life and ceremonial occasions. Traditional instruments, rhythmic dances, and
intricate crafts showcase the creativity and cultural heritage of the Oromo people.

Traditional Instruments

Musical instruments such as the krar (a lyre-like string instrument), the masengo (a single-string
fiddle), and various drums are commonly used in oromo music. These instruments accompany songs
that range from celebratory to spiritual in nature.

Dances and Performances

Ormo dances are characterized by energetic movements, group formations, and symbolic gestures.
Dance performances often narrate historical events, social values, or express joy during festivals and
communal gatherings.

Visual Arts and Crafts

Craftsmanship is evident in traditional weaving, pottery, and beadwork. These crafts serve both
functional and decorative purposes, reflecting the artistic sensibilities and cultural motifs of the
Oromo people.



Clothing and Cuisine

Clothing and cuisine are important cultural markers within oromo culture, reflecting identity, social
status, and environmental adaptation. Traditional attire and culinary practices are preserved and
celebrated as expressions of cultural pride.

Traditional Attire

Ormo clothing typically includes garments made from cotton and decorated with distinctive patterns
and colors. Men often wear a white cotton cloth called “shamma,” while women adorn themselves
with colorful dresses and jewelry that signify marital status and regional identity.

Culinary Traditions

The oromo diet features staple foods such as injera (a sourdough flatbread), various stews, and
roasted grains. Coffee holds a special cultural significance, often prepared and served in elaborate
ceremonies as a symbol of hospitality and community.

e Injera: Traditional flatbread made from teff flour
e Chuko: Spiced roasted barley or wheat snack
e Faffa: A porridge-like dish often served during special occasions

e Coffee Ceremony: A ritualistic preparation and serving of coffee

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the Gadaa system in Oromo
culture?

The Gadaa system is a traditional socio-political system used by the Oromo people to govern
themselves through democratic principles. It divides the society into age sets and regulates political,
social, economic, and religious activities in an eight-year cycle.

What are some key traditional festivals celebrated in Oromo
culture?

Irreecha is the most significant traditional festival celebrated by the Oromo people. It is a
thanksgiving festival held annually to mark the end of the rainy season and to pray for blessings and
prosperity.



What language do the Oromo people speak and what is its
importance?

The Oromo people primarily speak Afaan Oromo, which is one of the largest Cushitic languages in
Africa. It holds cultural importance as it is a medium for preserving Oromo history, literature, and
traditions.

How does Oromo culture view the role of elders in the
community?

Elders hold a respected position in Oromo culture; they are considered custodians of wisdom,
tradition, and social order. They play a crucial role in decision-making, conflict resolution, and
passing down cultural knowledge.

What are some traditional Oromo musical instruments?

Traditional Oromo musical instruments include the krar (a lyre-like string instrument), the masenqo
(a one-stringed fiddle), and various types of drums. These instruments are used during ceremonies,
storytelling, and dances.

How is marriage traditionally conducted in Oromo culture?

Traditional Oromo marriage involves a series of rituals including negotiation between families, bride
price (known as 'gadaa'), and communal celebrations with music and dance. It emphasizes
community bonds and respect for family traditions.

What role does oral literature play in Oromo culture?

Oral literature is central to Oromo culture as it preserves history, moral lessons, and cultural values
through storytelling, proverbs, poetry, and songs. It is often passed down through generations by
elders and griots.

How do Oromo people traditionally express their identity
through clothing?

Traditional Oromo clothing often features colorful patterns and designs that signify regional identity,
social status, and occasions. Women typically wear dresses called 'habesha kemis,' while men wear
tunics and shawls made from locally woven fabric.

What is the importance of cattle in Oromo culture?

Cattle hold great economic, social, and cultural importance in Oromo society. They are a symbol of
wealth, used in traditional ceremonies such as marriages, and play a vital role in the community's
livelihood.



Additional Resources

1. Oromo Democracy: An Indigenous African Political System

This book by Asmarom Legesse explores the traditional Gadaa system of the Oromo people, which is
a unique indigenous democratic governance structure. It delves into the intricate political, social,
and cultural mechanisms that have sustained Oromo society for centuries. The author provides an
anthropological perspective, highlighting how the Gadaa system fosters equality, accountability, and
community participation.

2. The Oromo and the Christian Kingdom of Ethiopia: 1300-1700

Mohammed Hassen’s work investigates the historical interactions between the Oromo people and
the Christian Ethiopian empire. It covers the complex dynamics of conflict, assimilation, and cultural
exchange during a transformative period in East African history. This book offers valuable insights
into the socio-political landscape of the Horn of Africa.

3. Becoming Oromo: Historical and Cultural Processes of Identity Formation

This volume, edited by Paul Baxter, Markus Virgil Hoehne, and @ystein Hovden, compiles scholarly
essays on the formation and evolution of Oromo identity. It examines historical migrations, cultural
practices, and political changes that have shaped Oromo self-understanding. The book is essential
for understanding the fluidity and resilience of Oromo cultural identity.

4. Oromo Folklore: Oral Traditions and Cultural Expressions

This collection presents a variety of Oromo folktales, proverbs, and oral poetry, capturing the rich
oral heritage of the Oromo people. The narratives reveal moral lessons, social values, and historical
memories passed down through generations. The book serves as a vital resource for those interested
in indigenous oral literature and cultural preservation.

5. The Gadaa System: Oromo Indigenous Governance and Social Organization

Focusing specifically on the Gadaa system, this book provides an in-depth analysis of its structure,
rituals, and role in Oromo society. It discusses how the system regulates leadership succession,
conflict resolution, and community responsibilities. Readers gain an understanding of how
indigenous governance can operate effectively outside Western political models.

6. Language and Identity among the Oromo: A Sociolinguistic Perspective

This book explores the relationship between the Afaan Oromo language and Oromo cultural identity.
It addresses issues such as language preservation, linguistic rights, and the role of language in
education and media. The author highlights the importance of language as a cornerstone of cultural
continuity and political empowerment.

7. Oromo Music and Dance: Expressions of Cultural Heritage

This work examines the musical traditions and dance forms integral to Oromo cultural celebrations
and rituals. It explores the instruments, styles, and meanings behind various performances,
emphasizing their role in community cohesion and identity affirmation. The book includes
photographs and transcriptions to enrich the reader’s appreciation.

8. The Oromo Liberation Movement: History and Struggle

This historical account traces the political movements advocating for Oromo rights and autonomy
from the 20th century to the present. It provides context for the challenges faced by the Oromo
people within the Ethiopian state and their ongoing quest for recognition and self-determination.
The narrative combines personal testimonies with political analysis.



9. Oromo Traditional Religion and Spirituality

This book delves into the indigenous religious beliefs, rituals, and cosmology of the Oromo people
before and alongside Islam and Christianity. It explains concepts such as Waaqa (the supreme being)
and the role of spiritual leaders in community life. The text offers a comprehensive understanding of
how spirituality shapes Oromo worldview and ethics.
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oromo culture: Oromo Nationalism and the Ethiopian Discourse Asafa Jalata, 1998

oromo culture: Being and Becoming Oromo Paul Trevor William Baxter, Jan Hultin,
Alessandro Triulzi, 1996 The Oromo people are one of the most numerous in Africa. Census data are
not reliable but there are probably twenty million people whose first language is Oromo and who
recognize themselves as Oromo. In the older literature they are often called Galla. Except for a
relatively small number of arid land pastoralists who live in Kenya, all homelands lie in Ethiopia,
where they probably make up around 40 percent of the total population. Geographically their
territories, though they are not always contiguous, extend from the highlands of Ethiopia in the
north, to the Ogaden and Somalia in the east, to the Sudan border in the west, and across the
Kenyan border to the Tana River in the south.Though different Oromo groups vary considerably in
their modes of subsistence and in their local organizations, they share similar cultures and ways of
thought.

oromo culture: Oromo Indigenous Religion and Oromo Christianity Ujulu Tesso Benti,
2018-05-31 The early non-Oromo writers have distorted the history of the Oromo. Without scientific
research, they were speaking of the so-called Oromo migration of the 16th century. Against the
unscientific thesis, of the early scholars, this work confirmed the Oromo to be not only the
indigenous African peoples, but also belong to the Cushitic Africans who invented the first world
civilization. Their egalitarian and holistic culture, the gadaa system is part of the ancient Cushitic
civilization. It is the base for modern democratic system of governance. The root word of 'gadaa’ is
originated from ‘Ka’, the creator God of the ancient religion of the Cushitic Africans. From this very
name, Ka originated the Oromo word “Waaqga”, which also means creator of everything. This shows
that the Oromo are among the first nations who came up with the idea of monotheism. Therefore,
this work disqualifies the missionary assumptions describing the Oromo Indigenous Religion (OIR)
as Satanism and its religious experts, the Qaalluus as witchdoctors or sorcerers. This dissertation
discovered many identical, similar, partial similar and few differing elements between the Oromo
Indigenous Religion (OIR) and Oromo Christianity (OC). Also, the study identified many Oromo
cultural elements that are compatible to Christianity, therefore must be adopted by the Oromo
Christianity. According modern scholarship God revealed himself in every human culture and
religion is part of human culture. Therefore, no religion can claim to be “the only true religion”.
Based on this principle, this dissertation calls all leaders of religious institutions in Oromia, to
change their attitude, develop culture of tolerance, conduct constructive religious dialogue, create
the atmosphere of peaceful coexistence of all religions and establish sustainable peace that serves
humanity.

oromo culture: The Oromo Movement and Imperial Politics Asafa Jalata, 2022-03-11 This book
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critically examines the dialectical relationship between Ethiopian colonialism, Oromo culture, and
the collective grievances of the Oromo nation. It identifies the chains of sociological and historical
factors that developed the Oromo national movement and demonstrates how that movement is
transforming Ethiopian imperial politics.

oromo culture: Baro Tumsa: The Principal Architect of the Oromo Liberation Front Asafa
Jalata, 2024-09-16 This book identifies and examines the role of Baro Tumsa in clandestinely
bringing together a few Oromo nationalists of diverse backgrounds from all over Oromia, the Oromo
country, to establish the Oromo Liberation Front (OLF) between the late 1960s and the mid- 1970s
in Oromia and Ethiopia. The Haile Selassie government's destruction of Oromo movements, mainly
the Macha-Tulama Self-Help Association (MTA), was an immediate reason for the birth of the front.
While most Oromos have supported and sympathized with this liberation organization, the colonizers
and their agents have vilified and attacked it to make the Oromo society leaderless. For almost a
half-century, the OLF has been struggling to uproot Ethiopian (Amhara-Tigray) settler colonialism
and its institutions from Oromia to end the domination and exploitation of the Oromo. The book also
examines the roles of leaders and social movements in organizing oppressed peoples for collective
actions by creating organizations that have visions and missions to liberate themselves. It is a case
study of global social movements and leadership studies.

oromo culture: Ethiopian Elites’ Political Cultures: a critical juncture Solomon
Hailemariam PhD, 2025-05-09 Recurrent ethnic conflicts have been seen in Ethiopia, especially
during the last three decades, since the introduction of a governance structure of ethnic federalism
in 1991. Attempts to bring political stability to the country have not been successful, as competing
political cultures constantly struggle for hegemony. Political constituencies have fragmented, based
on sub-national political cultures. This book shows the influence of Amhara, Oromo, and Tigrayan
political cultures in Ethiopia and their contribution to the recurrent ethnic conflict in the country.
The book used the concepts of political culture and neo-patrimonialism as analytical tools to
understand the differences among and between the educated people from these ethnic groups. The
findings show that members of each ethnic group are deeply entrenched in their own culture, with
clear distrust of the political motives of other ethnicities. Beyond the disagreements on political
history, the educated elites accuse each other when it comes to the many challenges faced by the
country. They accuse each other of state capture, corruption, inciting ethnic conflicts, malpractice,
poor governance, misguided policies, divide-and-rule practices, and misappropriation of the nation’s
economic wealth. The elites themselves do not shoulder responsibility for any failure in the country
and do not show any interest in understanding other points of view, do not show sincere respect for
the other’s value but claim privileged political positions in present-day Ethiopia for past
accomplishments.

oromo culture: Fighting Against the Injustice of the State and Globalization A. Jalata,
2002-02-08 The book examines, compares, and contrasts the African American and Oromo
movements by locating them in the global context, and by showing how life chances changed for the
two peoples and their descendants as the modern world system became more complex and
developed. Since the same global system that created racialized and exploitative structures in
African American and Oromo societies also facilitated the struggles of these two peoples, this book
demonstrates the dynamic interplay between social structures and human agencies in the system.
African Americans in the United States of America and Oromos in the Ethiopian Empire developed
their respective liberation movements in opposition to racial/ethnonational oppression, cultural and
colonial domination, exploitation, and underdevelopment. By going beyond its focal point, the book
also explores the structural limit of nationalism, and the potential of revolutionary nationalism in
promoting a genuine multicultural democracy.

oromo culture: The Borana Plateau of Southern Ethiopia David Layne Coppock,
1994-01-01

oromo culture: Creating African Fashion Histories JoAnn McGregor, Heather Akou, Nicola
Stylianou, 2022-04-05 Creating African Fashion Histories examines the stark disjuncture between



African self-fashioning and museum practices. Conventionally, African clothing, textiles, and body
adornments were classified by museums as examples of trade goods, art, and ethnographic
materials—never as fashion. Counterposing the dynamism of African fashion with museums' historic
holdings thus provides a unique way of confronting ways in which coloniality persists in knowledge
and institutions today. This volume brings together an interdisciplinary group of scholars and
curators to debate sources and approaches for constructing African fashion histories and to examine
their potential for decolonizing museums, fashion studies, and global cultural history. The editors of
this volume seek to answer questions such as: How can researchers use museum collections to
reveal traces of past self-fashioning that are obscured by racialized forms of knowledge and
institutional practice? How can archival, visual, oral, ethnographic, and online sources be deployed
to capture the diversity of African sartorial pasts? How can scholars and curators decolonize the
Eurocentric frames of thinking encapsulated in historic collections and current curricula? Can new
collections of African fashion decolonize museum practice? From Moroccan fashion bloggers to
upmarket Lagos designers, the voices in this ground-breaking collection reveal fascinating histories
and geographies of circulation within and beyond the continent and its diasporic communities.

oromo culture: A Cultural History of Genocide in the Early Modern World Igor Pérez Tostado,
2023-05-04 Historical studies of genocide in the 20th century trace the roots back to the
sociopolitical, economic, and cultural developments of the early modern period. From globalization
to urbanization, to imperialism, state formation and homogenization, from religious warfare to
enlightenment, to racism: many factors connected with genocide first emerged or vastly developed
between the 15th and 18th centuries. While the early modern period did not have a crime of
genocide, it possessed its own legal system which contemplated the rightful destruction of whole
peoples, and a political culture that sanctioned the use of mass violence. As a result, early modern
genocide has been denied or blurred as a regrettable side effect of the global circulation of ideas,
goods, and peoples, and the creation of new societies, cultures, and languages arising from it. This
collection looks at the different genocides which unfolded around the globe, emphasizing its
gendered dimension and its disproportionate and enduring impact on indigenous populations.
Although European imperialism and homogenization play a central role, it aims more widely to cover
the principal agents, victims and rationale for genocide in the early modern world. As a whole, this
volume aims at fostering the debate on the early modern history of genocide, not as an insulated or
secondary subject, but as a central issue of the era with profound implications for our own.

oromo culture: Oral Literary Worlds Sara Marzagora, Francesca Orsini, 2025-01-31 The
discipline of world literature has traditionally focused on written literatures, particularly the novel,
with little emphasis placed on the unwritten verbal arts, despite the significance of oral literary
expressions around the world, in the past as in the present. This volume redresses this gap by
putting the discipline of world literature into dialogue with scholarship on orature and folklore. It
asks, what does world literature look like if we start from orature, from oral texts and utterances,
and from the performances and audiences that support it? Featuring contributions from an
international array of scholars, Oral Literary Worlds explores oral traditions from three multilingual
regions: the Maghreb, East Africa and South Asia. Essays discuss a variety of vernacular genres,
from Swahili tumbuizo to Na’o folk songs, shedding light on less studied forms of vernacular oral
production. Collectively, the contributions critique the characterisation of oral traditions as static
and pre-modern, and underscore the contemporary relevance of orature to cultural and political
discourse. Oral Literary Worlds offers a timely and accessible perspective on world literature
through the lens of orature, moving away from traditional hierarchies and dichotomies that have
characterised previous scholarship. It aims to open up new ways of thinking through local and
transnational textual circulation, literary power dynamics, the interaction between textuality and
audiences, and aesthetic philosophies. This volume will be an invaluable resource for scholars of
world literature, folklore and performance studies, and will further interest teachers and students of
popular culture, literature of dissent and music.

oromo culture: Traditional Cures for Modern Conflicts I. William Zartman, 2000 This text



identifies contributions of traditional mechanisms for conflict management in Africa and elsewhere.
With African conflicts eluding efforts to be controlled, this work is guided by the question: can
traditional methods yield insights and approaches that might help end the violence?

oromo culture: Routledge Handbook of the Horn of Africa Jean-Nicolas Bach, 2022-03-30
The Routledge Handbook of the Horn of Africa provides a comprehensive, interdisciplinary survey of
contemporary research related to the Horn of Africa. Situated at the junction of the Sahel-Saharan
strip and the Arabian Peninsula, the Horn of Africa is growing in global importance due to
demographic growth and the strategic importance of the Suez Canal. Divided into sections on
authoritarianism and resistance, religion and politics, migration, economic integration, the military,
and regimes and liberation, the contributors provide up-to-date, authoritative knowledge on the
region in light of contemporary strategic concerns. The handbook investigates how political,
economic, and security innovations have been implemented, sometimes with violence, by use of
force or by negotiation - including ‘ethnic federalism’ in Ethiopia, independence in Eritrea and
South Sudan, integration of the traditional authorities in the (neo)patrimonial administrations,
Somalian Islamic Courts, the Sudanese Islamist regime, people’s movements, multilateral
operations, and the construction of an architecture for regional peace and security. Accessibly
written, this handbook is an essential read for scholars, students, and policy professionals interested
in the contemporary politics in the Horn of Africa.

oromo culture: Locating Politics in Ethiopia's Irreecha Ritual Serawit Bekele Debele,
2019-08-26 In Locating Politics in Ethiopia's Irreecha Ritual Serawit Bekele Debele gives an account
of politics and political processes in contemporary Ethiopia as manifested in the annual ritual
performance. Mobilizing various sources such as archives, oral accounts, conversations, videos,
newspapers, and personal observations, Debele critically analyses political processes and how they
are experienced, made sense of and articulated across generational, educational, religious, gender
and ethnic differences as well as political persuasions. Moreover, she engages Irreecha in relation to
the hugely contested meaning making processes attached to the Thanksgiving ritual which has now
become an integral part of Oromo national identity.

oromo culture: Modern Afaan Oromo Grammar Taha M. Roba, 2017-03-16 This publication
is the second edition of the Oromo Textbook. It is designed to teach the Oromo language to those
who can speak the language but are unable to read it; for those children who were born and live
outside their homeland; and for those who are interested in learning one of the major languages of
Africa. The Oromo language is spoken by close to 40 million people in Ethiopia and northern Kenya
and is the second or third largest language in Africa. It is a testament to the resilience of the Oromo
language and how it survived over a century of Abyssinian onslaught and suppression. By reading
this handbook one can grasp aspects of Oromo culture, systems of thought the principle of social
organization and the art of communication. Rare among Oromo educational material, this volume
reads smoothly; from learning the sounds of Oromo alphabets also known as qubee, to reading, and
understanding the Oromo language. This work is distinct because it brings out the Oromo oral
tradition. It is loaded with specific ways Oromos learned, thought, and preserved their language and
culture, the essence of their Orommumma (Oromomness). This book strives to fill the void of Oromo
educational material not only in North- America, but also in Oromia (Ethiopia), where teaching and
learning the Oromo language outlawed by successive Ethiopian regimes and not sufficiently
developed under the current government. This book will undoubtedly emerge as a conversation and
discussion piece in the learning and teaching of the Oromo language, Oromo history and tradition of
the Oromo people.

oromo culture: State Crises, Globalisation, and National Movements in North-east
Africa Asafa Jalata, 2004 This book demonstrates that the crises of the Horn states stem from their
political behaviour and structural forces.

oromo culture: Revolutionary Ethiopia Edmond J. Keller, 1988 . . . an excellent, comprehensive
account of the Ethiopian revolution . . . essential for anyone who wishes to understand revolutionary
Ethiopia. —Perspective This masterly history deals with the Emperor and the Dergue . . . on their



own terms. . . . [Keller] buttresses his analysis with careful and useful detail. —Foreign Affairs
Keller's analytic grasp of the complex features of Ethiopian history and society from a wide range of
sources is remarkable. —African Affairs

oromo culture: Phases of Terrorism in the Age of Globalization Asafa Jalata, 2016-01-26
Phases of Terrorism in the Age of Globalization considers terrorism as an aspect of the capitalist
world system for almost five centuries. Jalata's research reveals that terrorism can emerge from
above as state terrorism and below as subversive organizations or groups.

oromo culture: Voices from the 'Jungle' Calais Writers, 2017-04-20 Often called the 'Jungle’, the
refugee camp near Calais in Northern France epitomises for many the suffering, uncertainty and
violence which characterises the situation of refugees in Europe today. But the media soundbites we
hear ignore the voices of the people who lived there - people who have travelled to Europe from
conflict-torn countries such as Syria, Sudan, Afghanistan and Eritrea: people with astounding
stories, who are looking for peace and a better future. Voices from the 'Jungle’ is a collection of
these stories. Through its pages, the refugees speak to us in powerful, vivid language. They reveal
their childhood dreams and struggles for education; the wars and persecution that drove them from
their homes; their terror and strength during their extraordinary journeys. They expose the reality of
living in the camp; tell of their lives after the 'Jungle' and their hopes for the future. Through their
stories, the refugees paint a picture of a different kind of 'Jungle': one with a powerful sense of
community despite evictions and attacks, and of a solidarity which crosses national and religious
boundaries. Illustrated with photographs and drawings by the writers, and interspersed with poems,
this book must be read by everyone seeking to understand the human consequences of this world
crisis.

oromo culture: Culture and Customs of Kenya Neal W. Sobania, 2003-06-30 Kenya, a land of
safaris, wild animals, and Maasai warriors, perfectly represents Africa for many Westerners. This
peerless single-source book presents the contemporary reality of life in Kenya, an important
East-African nation that has served as a crossroads for peoples and cultures from Africa, the Middle
East, and East Asia for centuries. As such, it is a land rich in cultural and ethnic diversity, where
unique and dynamic traditions blend with modern influences. Students and general readers will be
engrossed in narrative overviews highlighting Kenyan history, as well as the beliefs, vibrant cultural
expressions, and various lifestyles and roles of the Kenyan population. A chronology, glossary, and
numerous photos enhance the narrative. Kenya today struggles with nation building. Its society
comprises the haves and the have-nots and faces the challenges of the trend toward urbanization,
with its attendant disruption of traditional social structures. For Kenyans, the preserving of
traditional cultures is as important as making the statement that Kenya is a modern nation. Chapters
on the land, people, and history; religion and worldview; literature, film, and media; art and
architecture; cuisine and traditional dress; gender roles, marriage, and family; and social customs
and lifestyle are up to date and written by a country expert. A chronology, glossary, and numerous
photos enhance the narrative.
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