MURDER IN THE CATHEDRAL CHARACTERS

MURDER IN THE CATHEDRAL CHARACTERS ARE CENTRAL TO UNDERSTANDING T.S. ELIOT’S RENOWNED PLAY, WHICH DRAMATIZES
THE ASSASSINATION OF ARCHBISHOP THOMAS BECKET IN CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL IN 1170. THIS HISTORICAL AND POETIC
DRAMA EXPLORES THEMES OF FAITH, POWER, MARTYRDOM, AND POLITICAL CONFLICT THROUGH A RICH CAST OF CHARACTERS,
EACH REPRESENTING DIFFERENT FACETS OF THE NARRATIVE AND IDEOLOGICAL STRUGGLE. THE MURDER IN THE CATHEDRAL
CHARACTERS SERVE NOT ONLY AS INDIVIDUALS BUT AS SYMBOLIC FIGURES, REFLECTING THE TENSIONS BETWEEN CHURCH AND
STATE, DUTY AND CONSCIENCE, AS WELL AS THE SPIRITUAL AND TEMPORAL REALMS. ANALYZING THESE CHARACTERS PROVIDES
INSIGHT INTO ELIOT’S DRAMATIC INTENTIONS AND THE PLAY’S ENDURING SIGNIFICANCE. THIS ARTICLE OFFERS A DETAILED
EXAMINATION OF THE PRIMARY AND SECONDARY CHARACTERS, THEIR ROLES, MOTIVATIONS, AND THEMATIC IMPLICATIONS. THE
DISCUSSION WILL ALSO HIGHLIGHT HOW THE INTERPLAY BETWEEN THESE CHARACTERS ENHANCES THE NARRATIVE DEPTH AND
DRAMATIC TENSION OF THE PLAY.

MAIN CHARACTERS IN MURDER IN THE CATHEDRAL

THE Four TEMPTERS
e SUPPORTING CHARACTERS AND THEIR ROLES
® SYMBOLISM AND THEMES THROUGH CHARACTERS

o CHARACTER INTERACTIONS AND DRAMATIC IMPACT

MAIN CHARACTERS IN MURDER IN THE CATHEDRAL

THE CENTRAL FIGURES IN MURDER IN THE CATHEDRAL CHARACTERS DRIVE THE NARRATIVE AND EMBODY THE CORE CONFLICTS OF
POWER, FAITH, AND SACRIFICE. THESE PRINCIPAL CHARACTERS ARE INTRICATELY DEVELOPED TO REPRESENT BOTH HISTORICAL
PERSONALITIES AND BROADER THEMATIC ELEMENTS WITHIN THE PLAY.

THOMAS BECKET

THoMAS BECKET, THE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY, IS THE PROTAGONIST AND THE MORAL AND SPIRITUAL CENTER OF THE
PLAY. ONCE A CLOSE ALLY OF KING HENRY I, BECKET UNDERGOES A PROFOUND TRANSFORMATION, CHOOSING RELIGIOUS
CONVICTION AND ECCLESIASTICAL AUTHORITY OVER ROYAL FAVOR. HIS CHARACTER DEPICTS THE STRUGGLE BETWEEN
TEMPORAL POWER AND DIVINE LAW. BECKET’S INTERNAL CONFLICT AND ULTIMATE MARTYRDOM ARE PIVOTAL TO THE THEMATIC
STRUCTURE OF THE PLAY, SYMBOLIZING STEADFAST FAITH IN THE FACE OF POLITICAL OPPRESSION.

KING Henry I

ALTHOUGH KING HENRY || DOES NOT APPEAR DIRECTLY ON STAGE, HIS INFLUENCE PERMEATES THE PLAY THROUGH THE ACTIONS
AND MOTIVATIONS OF OTHER CHARACTERS. HIS CONFLICT WITH BECKET OVER THE RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES OF THE CHURCH SETS
THE STAGE FOR THE TRAGIC EVENTS. HENRY’S CHARACTER REPRESENTS THE SECULAR AUTHORITY AND THE CHALLENGES THAT
ARISE WHEN POLITICAL POWER CLASHES WITH SPIRITUAL INDEPENDENCE.

THe Four KNIGHTS

THE FOUR KNIGHTS—REGINALD FITZURSE, HUGH DE MORVILLE, W/ILLIAM DE TRACY, AND RICHARD LE BRETON—ARE THE
AGENTS OF BECKET’S ASSASSINATION. THEY EMBODY LOYALTY TO THE KING BUT ALSO THE MORAL AMBIGUITY OF THEIR
MISSION. THEIR CHARACTERS REFLECT THE CONSEQUENCES OF POLITICAL MANIPULATION AND THE COMPLEXITIES OF OBEDIENCE



TO AUTHORITY THAT CONTRADICTS PERSONAL CONSCIENCE.

THE FOUR TEMPTERS

THE FOUR TEMPTERS ARE A UNIQUE AND SYMBOLIC GROUP WITHIN MURDER IN THE CATHEDRAL CHARACTERS. THEY APPEAR IN THE
FORM OF VOICES THAT CHALLENGE BECKET’S RESOLVE AND TEMPT HIM IN DIFFERENT WAYS BEFORE HIS MARTYRDOM. EACH
TEMPTER REPRESENTS A DIFFERENT TEMPTATION, TESTING BECKET’S COMMITMENT AND HIGHLIGHTING THE SPIRITUAL AND ETHICAL
DIMENSIONS OF HIS DECISION.

FiIrsT TeMPTER: THE DESIRE FOR PoLITICAL POWER

THE FIRST TEMPTER APPEALS TO BECKET’S AMBITION, OFFERING HIM POWER AND INFLUENCE IF HE ALIGNS WITH THE KING’S WISHES.
THIS TEMPTATION REFLECTS THE LURE OF WORLDLY AUTHORITY AND THE POTENTIAL COMPROMISE OF SPIRITUAL INTEGRITY FOR
POLITICAL GAIN.

SeconND TeMPTER: THE DESIRE FOR PERSONAL SAFETY

THE SECOND TEMPTER WARNS BECKET OF THE DANGERS HE FACES AND ENCOURAGES HIM TO SEEK EXILE OR SELF-PRESERVATION.
THIS VOICE REPRESENTS THE NATURAL HUMAN INSTINCT FOR SURVIVAL AND FEAR OF SUFFERING.

THIRD TeMPTER: THE DeSIRe FOR FAME AND GLORY

THE THIRD TEMPTER TEMPTS BECKET WITH THE PROSPECT OF MARTYRDOM AS A MEANS TO ACHIEVE FAME AND LASTING RENOWN.
THIS TEMPTATION CHALLENGES THE PURITY OF BECKET’S MOTIVES, QUESTIONING WHETHER HIS SACRIFICE IS FOR SELF-
GLORIFICATION.

FoOURTH TEMPTER: THE DESIRE TO SUFFER FOR A CAUSE

THE FOURTH TEMPTER ENCOURAGES BECKET TO EMBRACE SUFFERING AND MARTYRDOM, BUT WARNS HIM AGAINST THE VANITY OF
SEEKING SUFFERING FOR ITS OWN SAKE. THIS TEMPTATION FORCES BECKET TO CONFRONT THE TRUE MEANING AND PURPOSE OF
SACRIFICE.

SuPPORTING CHARACTERS AND THEIR ROLES

BESIDES THE MAIN FIGURES AND TEMPTERS, MURDER IN THE CATHEDRAL CHARACTERS INCLUDE VARIOUS SUPPORTING ROLES THAT
ENRICH THE NARRATIVE AND PROVIDE CONTEXT TO THE UNFOLDING DRAMA.

THe CHoRruUS

THe CHORUS/ COMPOSED OF THE WOMEN OF CANTERBURY, OFFERS COMMENTARY ON THE EVENTS AND REFLECTS THE PUBLIC
REACTION TO BECKET’S CONFLICT AND EVENTUAL ASSASSINATION. THEIR DIALOGUE PROVIDES INSIGHT INTO THE SOCIAL AND
RELIGIOUS ATMOSPHERE OF THE TIME, ACTING AS A MORAL AND EMOTIONAL BAROMETER.

BisHoP oF CHICHESTER

THE BisHoP oF CHICHESTER REPRESENTS THE CHURCH HIERARCHY AND POLITICAL INTRIGUE WITHIN THE ECCLESIASTICAL



COMMUNITY. HIS CHARACTER HIGHLIGHTS THE TENSIONS BETWEEN PERSONAL AMBITION AND RELIGIOUS DUTY.

HerALD AND OTHER MINOR CHARACTERS

THe HErRALD ANNOUNCES KING HENRY |I’S DECREE, SETTING THE POLITICAL BACKDROP, WHILE OTHER MINOR CHARACTERS, SUCH
AS SERVANTS AND CLERGY, HELP BUILD THE WORLD AROUND BECKET AND UNDERSCORE THE GRAVITY OF THE EVENTS LEADING TO
THE MURDER.

SYMBOLISM AND THEMES THROUGH CHARACTERS

THE MURDER IN THE CATHEDRAL CHARACTERS SERVE AS MORE THAN INDIVIDUALS; THEY ARE SYMBOLIC CONDUITS FOR THE

PLAY’S EXPLORATION OF PROFOUND THEMES SUCH AS MARTYRDOM, SACRIFICE, AUTHORITY, AND CONSCIENCE. ELIOT UsEs
THESE CHARACTERS TO DELVE INTO THE SPIRITUAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL QUESTIONS SURROUNDING THE CONFLICT BETWEEN
CHURCH AND STATE.

o MARTYRDOM AND SACRIFICE: BECKET’S CHARACTER EMBODIES THE ULTIMATE SACRIFICE FOR FAITH AND PRINCIPLE.

TEMPTATION AND MORAL TESTING: THE FOUR TEMPTERS PERSONIFY THE INTERNAL SPIRITUAL STRUGGLE.

AUTHORITY AND POWER: THE KNIGHTS AND KING HENRY SYMBOLIZE THE TENSIONS OF SECULAR POWER.

PusLic PercepTION AND LEGACY: THE CHORUS REFLECTS SOCIETAL ATTITUDES AND THE IMPACT OF BECKET’S DEATH
ON THE COMMUNITY.

CHARACTER INTERACTIONS AND DRAMATIC IMPACT

THE INTERACTIONS AMONG THE MURDER IN THE CATHEDRAL CHARACTERS CREATE A DYNAMIC AND TENSION-FILLED NARRATIVE
STRUCTURE. THE DIALOGUE BETWEEN BECKET AND THE TEMPTERS REVEALS HIS INNER CONFLICT, WHILE EXCHANGES WITH THE
KNIGHTS AND CLERGY EXPOSE THE EXTERNAL PRESSURES AND DANGERS HE FACES. THESE RELATIONSHIPS ENHANCE THE DRAMATIC
INTENSITY AND DEEPEN AUDIENCE ENGAGEMENT WITH THE THEMATIC CORE.

BeECkeT AND THE TEMPTERS

THE CONFRONTATIONS BETWEEN BECKET AND THE TEMPTERS ARE CRUCIAL MOMENTS OF INTROSPECTION AND REVELATION,
ILLUSTRATING THE COMPLEXITY OF HIS DECISION TO FACE MARTYRDOM RATHER THAN COMPROMISE HIS BELIEFS.

BECKET AND THE KNIGHTS

THE KNIGHTS” ARRIVAL AND THEIR INTERACTIONS WITH BECKET UNDERSCORE THE TRAGIC INEVITABILITY OF THE ASSASSINATION,
SHOWCASING THE CLASH BETWEEN LOYALTY TO THE KING AND MORAL CULPABILITY.

BeckeT AND THE CHORUS

THE DIALOGUE BETWEEN BECKET AND THE CHORUS HIGHLIGHTS THE COMMUNAL AND SPIRITUAL RAMIFICATIONS OF HIS STANCE,
REFLECTING PUBLIC SENTIMENT AND THE BROADER IMPLICATIONS OF HIS SACRIFICE.



FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\¥HO IS THE MAIN CHARACTER IN ‘"MURDER IN THE CATHEDRAL'?

THE MAIN CHARACTER IN ‘'MURDER IN THE CATHEDRAL' IS THOMAS BECKET, THE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY.

\WHAT ROLE DO THE FOUR TEMPTERS PLAY IN ‘MURDER IN THE CATHEDRAL ?

THE FOUR TEMPTERS REPRESENT DIFFERENT FORMS OF TEMPTATION THAT TRY TO PERSUADE THOMAS BECKET TO AVOID
MARTYRDOM AND COMPROMISE HIS PRINCIPLES.

\WHo IS THE CHORUS IN ‘MURDER IN THE CATHEDRAL' AND WHAT IS THEIR FUNCTION?

THe CHOrRUS IN "MURDER IN THE CATHEDRAL' CONSISTS OF THE WOMEN OF CANTERBURY/ WHO COMMENT ON THE EVENTS AND
REFLECT PUBLIC OPINION.

How 1s KING HENRY || PORTRAYED IN ‘MURDER IN THE CATHEDRAL'?P

KING HENRY Il IS PORTRAYED AS A POWERFUL BUT CONFLICTED MONARCH WHOSE WORDS INDIRECTLY LEAD TO BECKET'S
ASSASSINATION.

\WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE KNIGHTS IN ‘'MURDER IN THE CATHEDRAL?

THE KNIGHTS ARE THE ASSASSINS SENT TO KILL THOMAS BECKET, REPRESENTING THE ENFORCEMENT OF THE KING’S WILL AND THE
CONFLICT BETWEEN CHURCH AND STATE.

How poes THOMAS BECKET’S CHARACTER EVOLVE THROUGHOUT THE PLAY?

THOMAS BECKET EVOLVES FROM A POLITICAL FIGURE INTO A MARTYR WHO EMBRACES SUFFERING AND DEATH FOR HIS FAITH AND
PRINCIPLES.

ARE THERE ANY SYMBOLIC CHARACTERS IN ‘'MURDER IN THE CATHEDRAL' ASIDE FROM THE
MAIN FIGURES?

YES, THE FOUR TEMPTERS ARE SYMBOLIC CHARACTERS REPRESENTING DIFFERENT TEMPTATIONS SUCH AS POWER, PRIDE, AND
PHYSICAL SAFETY.

\WHAT IS THE ROLE OF THE PRIESTS IN ‘"MURDER IN THE CATHEDRAL P

THE PRIESTS PROVIDE SPIRITUAL SUPPORT TO THOMAS BECKET, HELPING HIM PREPARE FOR HIS MARTYRDOM AND REINFORCING
THE RELIGIOUS THEMES OF THE PLAY.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. THoMAS BeckeT: THE MAN BEHIND THE MART YRDOM

THIS BIOGRAPHY DELVES INTO THE COMPLEX LIFE OF THOMAS BECKET, EXPLORING HIS TRANSFORMATION FROM A CLOSE ALLY
oF KING HENRY || TO THE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY WHO STOOD DEFIANTLY AGAINST ROYAL INTERFERENCE. T HE BOOK
EXAMINES HIS MOTIVATIONS, PERSONAL STRUGGLES, AND THE POLITICAL TENSIONS THAT CULMINATED IN HIS MURDER. | T OFFERS
READERS A NUANCED UNDERSTANDING OF BECKET’S CHARACTER BEYOND THE HISTORICAL LEGEND.

2. KING HenrY Il AND THE SHADOW OF PowEer
FocusING oN KING HENRY |, THIS WORK INVESTIGATES THE MONARCH’S TURBULENT RELATIONSHIP WITH THOMAS BECKET AND



HIS ROLE IN THE EVENTS LEADING TO THE ASSASSINATION. |T HIGHLIGHTS HENRY’S AMBITION, HIS CONFLICTS WITH THE CHURCH,
AND THE CONSEQUENCES OF HIS WORDS AND ACTIONS. THE BOOK PROVIDES INSIGHT INTO THE KING’S PSYCHOLOGICAL AND
POLITICAL LANDSCAPE DURING THIS PIVOTAL PERIOD.

3. FITZURSE AND THE KNIGHTS OF DEATH

THIS BOOK CENTERS ON REGINALD FITZURSE AND THE OTHER KNIGHTS INVOLVED IN THE MURDER OF THOMAS BECKET. IT
EXPLORES THEIR BACKGROUNDS, LOYALTIES, AND THE PRESSURES THAT INFLUENCED THEIR FATEFUL DECISION. BY PORTRAYING
THESE CHARACTERS IN DEPTH, THE BOOK SHEDS LIGHT ON THE HUMAN ELEMENTS BEHIND ONE OF HISTORY’S MOST INFAMOUS
CRIMES.

4. THe RoLE oF THE CHORUS IN MURDER IN THE CA THEDRAL

EXAMINING THE CHORUS AS A COLLECTIVE CHARACTER IN T.S. ELIOT’S PLAY, THIS STUDY DISCUSSES HOW THE CHORUS
REPRESENTS THE VOICE OF CANTERBURY’S CITIZENS. |T ANALYZES THEIR REACTIONS, FEARS, AND EVOLVING PERCEPTIONS
THROUGHOUT THE NARRATIVE. THE BOOK REVEALS HOW THE CHORUS ADDS LAYERS OF COMMUNAL CONSCIENCE AND MORAL
COMPLEXITY TO THE STORY.

5. HerBeRT AND THE ECCLESIASTICAL CONFLICT

THIS BOOK EXPLORES THE FIGURE OF HERBERT, A YOUNG PRIEST IN THE PLAY, AND HIS ROLE AS A SYMBOL OF LOYALTY AND
FAITH AMIDST CONFLICT. |T DISCUSSES HIS INTERACTIONS WITH BECKET AND THE KNIGHTS, HIGHLIGHTING THEMES OF DUTY AND
INNOCENCE. THE NARRATIVE DELVES INTO HERBERT’S TRAGIC FATE AND ITS SIGNIFICANCE WITHIN THE LARGER DRAMA.

6. THe TEMPTERS: VVOICES OF TEMPTATION IN MURDER IN THE CA THEDRAL

FOCUSING ON THE FOUR TEMPTERS WHO CONFRONT BECKET, THIS ANALYSIS INTERPRETS THEIR SYMBOLIC MEANINGS AND
PSYCHOLOGICAL IMPACT. EACH TEMPTER REPRESENTS DIFFERENT WORLDLY TEMPTATIONS, CHALLENGING BECKET’S RESOLVE AND
FAITH. THE BOOK OFFERS A DETAILED LOOK AT HOW THESE CHARACTERS DEEPEN THE PLAY’S EXPLORATION OF MARTYRDOM AND
SPIRITUAL STRUGGLE.

7. QUEEN ELEANOR: POWER AND INFLUENCE BEHIND THE THRONE

THIS BIOGRAPHY EXAMINES QUEEN ELEANOR OF AQUITAINE’S ROLE IN THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND IN LITERARY ADAPTATIONS
OF THE BECKET SAGA. IT DISCUSSES HER POLITICAL INFLUENCE, HER RELATIONSHIP WITH HENRY |l, AND HER INDIRECT CONNECTION
TO THE CATHEDRAL’S TRAGEDY. THE BOOK PORTRAYS HER AS A FORMIDABLE CHARACTER NAVIGATING A MALE-DOMINATED
WORLD.

8. THE ARCHBISHOP’S LOYAL SERVANTS: SUPPORTING CHARACTERS IN MURDER IN THE CA THEDRAL

THIS VOLUME HIGHLIGHTS THE MINOR BUT PIVOTAL CHARACTERS WHO SERVE ARCHBISHOP BECKET, SUCH AS THE PRIESTS AND
ATTENDANTS. |T EXPLORES THEIR PERSPECTIVES, LOYALTIES, AND CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE UNFOLDING DRAMA. THROUGH THESE
CHARACTERS, THE BOOK UNDERSCORES THEMES OF FAITH, SACRIFICE, AND COMMUNITY.

9. ConrLICT AND CONSCIENCE: CHARACTER DYNAMICS IN MURDER IN THE CA THEDRAL

THIS COMPREHENSIVE STUDY ANALYZES THE INTERPLAY BETWEEN MAJOR AND MINOR CHARACTERS IN T.S. ELIOT’S PLAY,
FOCUSING ON THEIR MORAL AND IDEOLOGICAL CONFLICTS. [T EXAMINES HOW CHARACTER RELATIONSHIPS DRIVE THE NARRATIVE
AND ILLUMINATE THEMES OF AUTHORITY, FAITH, AND RESISTANCE. THE BOOK PROVIDES A THOROUGH CHARACTER-DRIVEN
INTERPRETATION OF THE TRAGEDY.
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to The Elder Statesman. T. S. Eliot’s plays—Murder in the Cathedral, The Family Reunion, The
Cocktail Party (which won a Tony Award for its Broadway production), The Confidential Clerk, and
The Elder Statesman—are brought together for the first time in this volume. They summarize the
Nobel Prize winner’s achievements in restoring dramatic verse to the English and American stages,
an effort of great significance both for the theater and for the development of Eliot’s art. Between
1935, when Murder in the Cathedral was first produced at the Canterbury Festival, and 1958, when
The Elder Statesman opened at the Edinburgh Festival prior to engagements in London and New
York, Eliot had given three other plays to the theater. His paramount concerns can be traced
through all five works. They have been said to be closely related, marking stages in the development
of a new and individual form of drama, in which the poet worked out his intention “to take a form of
entertainment, and subject it to the process that would leave it a form of art.” What Mark Van Doren
said, in reviewing Murder in the Cathedral, is true of all these plays: “Mr. Eliot adapts himself to the
stage with dignity, simplicity, and skill.”

murder in the cathedral characters: T. S. Eliot and the Art of Collaboration Richard
Badenhausen, 2005-01-13 Richard Badenhausen examines the crucial role that collaboration with
other writers played in the development of T. S. Eliot's works from the earliest poetry and
unpublished prose to the late plays. He demonstrates Eliot's dependence on collaboration in order to
create, but also his struggle to accept the implications of the process. In case-studies of Eliot's
collaborations, Badenhausen reveals the complexities of Eliot's theory and practice of collaboration.
Examining a wide range of familiar and uncollected materials, Badenhausen explores Eliot's social,
psychological, textual encounters with collaborators such as Ezra Pound, John Hayward, Martin
Browne, and Vivienne Eliot, among others. Finally, this study shows how Eliot's later work
increasingly accommodates his audience as he attempted to apply his theories of collaboration more
broadly to social, cultural, and political concerns.

murder in the cathedral characters: Gender, Desire, and Sexuality in T. S. Eliot
Cassandra Laity, Nancy K. Gish, 2004-10-28 This collection of essays brings together scholars from a
wide range of critical approaches to study T. S. Eliot's engagement with desire, homoeroticism and
early twentieth-century feminism in his poetry, prose and drama. Ranging from historical and
formalist literary criticism to psychological and psychoanalytic theory and cultural studies, Gender,
Desire and Sexuality in T. S. Eliot illuminates such topics as the influence of Eliot's mother - a poet
and social reformer - on his art; the aesthetic function of physical desire; the dynamic of
homosexuality in his poetry and prose; and his identification with passive or 'feminine' desire in his
poetry and drama. The book also charts his reception by female critics from the early twentieth
century to the present. This book should be essential reading for students of Eliot and Modernism,
as well as queer theory and gender studies.

murder in the cathedral characters: British and American Drama (English Book) Dr.
Sangeeta Arora , Dr. Shalini Agrawal , 2023-07-01 Discover the captivating world of British and
American Drama with our comprehensive e-Book designed for B.A. 3rd Semester students at U.P.
State Universities. Aligned with the common syllabus of NEP-2020, this engaging resource offers
in-depth insights and analysis of iconic plays, characters, and themes from both British and
American theatrical traditions. Elevate your understanding of Drama and excel in your studies with
this essential e-Book.

murder in the cathedral characters: T. S. Eliot Between Two Worlds David Ward, 2015-12-22
The basis of this critical examination of Eliot’s work, first published in 1973, is the investigation of
his transmutation of this and other philosophical, mythological and religious motives into the
textures of his verse. This book focuses on Eliot’s peculiar eclectic approach to what he described as
‘the Tradition’. It also recognises the fact that Eliot, for all his attempts at universality, was a
product of time and place, and gives an account of the way in which his education and experience
shaped his most important interests. This title will be of interest to students of literature.

murder in the cathedral characters: The Power of Words (3) Stilovsky, Schrodinger,
2020-05-26 Literature of all kinds plays such an important place in our lives whether it’s biography,




classics, crime or poetry. In this non-fiction volume you will find a mine of facts which will fascinate
all who love books. Felix Schrodinger and Pyotr Stilovsky have compiled in this, the sixth volume of
the series, a compendium of information that will appeal to all who love language and especially
those who seek out knowledge for its own sake.

murder in the cathedral characters: The Construction of Tragedy Mary Anneeta Mann, 2004
A beacon for the 21st century is an understanding of the Science of Being Altogether as practiced by
the great tragic dramatists. An integral part of the art form of tragedy is deemed to be the
dramatists' adherence to the philosophy of the Science of Being Altogether where the artist becomes
intuitive scientist in creating a microcosm of the universe itself. Six plays Antigone, Hamlet, King
Lear, Murder in the Cathedral, A Man for All Seasons, The Condemned of Altona are analyzed in
similar format in HUBRIS, The Construction of Tragedy. Societies and forms of government may
vary but humanity itself does not change significantly. Antigone, Hamlet and Albany in King Lear are
deeply aware of mortals' cosmic connection and the responsibilities resultant from it. Hubris in
human activity such as domination, exemplified by Creon in Antigone, and martyrdom extolled by
More in A Man for All Seasons and Thomas in Murder in the Cathedral can be understood to be
scientifically untenable and destined to be chastened or broken by the universal life force. The
Condemned of Altona addresses the 20th century disconnect of human morality from cosmic
harmony. At the end of each play's analysis, a section is devoted to its contemporary relevance.
Contemporary issues as fear of dialogue, domination , martyrdom, religious fervor and ideological
hatred, and the slide into hopelessness all fit into patterns of human behavior that are explored in
tragedy.

murder in the cathedral characters: Martyrdom Rona M. Fields, 2004-03-30 Martyrdom is a
controversial and disputed concept. Just as religion is often hijacked by politics, martyrdom is
frequently ascribed to a narrow, partisan, and parochial foundation. This is the first book to present
varied views on the topic of martyrdom, reaching beyond cliches and simplistic explanations to
provoke deep consideration of the essential nature of human beings and society. The volume's
authors—experts in the disciplines of psychology, theology, and politics—examine martyrdom in
thoughtful and thought-provoking chapters. A closing conversation between the authors is designed
to inspire further discourse and debate. Readers engaged in the exploration of social justice,
conflict, psychology, religion, and the politics of memory will find this book unique and stimulating.
The authors have appeared on public television and public radio, as well as ABC, CBS, and NBC
news and discussion programs.

murder in the cathedral characters: Poetics and Literary Theory of T. S. Eliot Samiran Kumar
Paul, 2020-12-10 This is a critical handbook on T. S. Eliot’s poetical works and verse dramas with
their text and critical interpretation for students of Asian and African countries. An exhaustive
discussion is made through critical analysis of Eliot’s literary personality as a poet and theorist. Eliot
exercised a strong influence on Anglo-American culture from the 1920s until late in the century. His
experiments in diction, style, and versification revitalized English poetry, and in a series of critical
essays, he shattered old orthodoxies and erected new ones. The publication of Four Quartets led to
his recognition as the greatest living English poet and man of letters, and in 1948 he was awarded
both the Order of Merit and the Nobel Prize for Literature. Eliot was to pursue four careers: editor,
dramatist, literary critic, and philosophical poet. He was probably the most erudite poet of his time
in the English language. His undergraduate poems were “literary” and conventional. His first
important publication, and the first masterpiece of Modernism in English, was “The Love Song of ].
Alfred Prufrock”. The poem “The Waste Land” is known for its obscure nature—its slippage between
satire and prophecy; its abrupt changes of speaker, location, and time. Eliot’s concern with faith and
doubt, chaos and calamity and decline in the sensibility of the modern people is reflected through his
poems and plays. Modernity and the sense for the modernist make him unparalleled and the most
popular modern poet. His great musical sense in his poetry reminds of his use of rhymes, metre and
rhythm. This rimming of poetry with music brings meaningful beauty and concept.

murder in the cathedral characters: The Vital Lie Anthony S. Abbott, 2003-08-08 The Vital




Lie is the first book to examine the reality-illusion conflict in modern drama from Ibsen to
present-day playwrights. The book questions why vital lies, lies necessary for life itself, are such an
obsessive concern for playwrights of the last hundred years. Using the work of fifteen playwrights,
Abbott seeks to discover if modern playwrights treat illusions as helpful or necessary to life, or as
signals of sicknesses from which human beings need to be cured. What happens to characters when
they are forced to face the truth about themselves and their worlds without the protection of their
illusions? The author develops a three-part historical analysis of the use of the reality-illusion theme,
from its origins as a metaphysical search to its current elaborations as a theatrical game.

murder in the cathedral characters: The Lyric Theory Reader Virginia Walker Jackson, Yopie
Prins, 2014-02 Reading lyric poetry over the past century. The Lyric Theory Reader collects major
essays on the modern idea of lyric, made available here for the first time in one place. Representing
a wide range of perspectives in Anglo-American literary criticism from the twentieth and twenty-first
centuries, the collection as a whole documents the diversity and energy of ongoing critical
conversations about lyric poetry. Virginia Jackson and Yopie Prins frame these conversations with a
general introduction, bibliographies for further reading, and introductions to each of the anthology’s
ten sections: genre theory, historical models of lyric, New Criticism, structuralist and
post-structuralist reading, Frankfurt School approaches, phenomenologies of lyric reading,
avant-garde anti-lyricism, lyric and sexual difference, and comparative lyric. Designed for students,
teachers, scholars, poets, and readers with a general interest in poetics, this book presents an
intellectual history of the theory of lyric reading that has circulated both within and beyond the
classroom, wherever poetry is taught, read, discussed, and debated today.

murder in the cathedral characters: Character & Symbol in the Plays of T.S. Eliot
Parwati Singh, 1989

murder in the cathedral characters: T.s. Eliot The Dramatist Subhas Sarkar, 2006 Widely
Acclaimed By Eliot Critics Both At Home And Abroad, The Book Has Been Mentioned In Various
Reference Books Of International Renown, Such As The Dictionary Of Literary Biography (Gale
Research Company, Detroit, Michigan, 1982, Vol. 10, Part-I), The International Authors And Writers
Who S Who (International Biographical Centre, Cambridge, May 2000), A History Of Indian English
Literature By M.K. Naik (Sahitya Akademi, 1982), Indian Journal Of American Studies (Vol. 18, No.
2, 1988), T.S. Eliot Centenary Number (American Studies Research Centre) And Various Other
Books Of Reference.Professor Dame Helen Gardner From Oxford Wrote In 1974: I Have Read Your
Book Now. It Seems To Me Well-Informed And Sensible And Sympathetic To Eliot S Aims While
Recognizing His Defects As A Playwright. I Feel At Least Until The Letters Are Published, There Is
Not A Great Deal More To Say. Dr. W.M. Merchant Of Exeter University Describes This Study As:
Astonishing And Meticulous. Professor Amalendu Bose Says: The Present Work, Fruit Of Several
Years Of Concentrated Study, Will Intensify The Eliot Admirer S Response As Much To The
Poetry-Drama Relationship In The Master S Work As To The Variety And Beauty Of The Dramas
Themselves. Professor K. Viswanatham Of Andhra University Wrote In 1973: I Am Sure Every
Student Of Eliot Drama Will Look Into Your Book. It Is Scrupulously, Compellingly Documented.

murder in the cathedral characters: The Concise Oxford Dictionary of Literary Terms , 1996

murder in the cathedral characters: Critical Companion to T. S. Eliot Russell Murphy, 2007
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