
most horrific genocides

most horrific genocides in human history stand as grim reminders of the depths of cruelty and
intolerance that societies can descend into. These atrocities, marked by systematic extermination and
mass suffering, have shaped global consciousness and international law. Understanding the causes,
events, and consequences of these genocides is essential to preventing future occurrences. From the
staggering death tolls to the harrowing personal stories, the history of genocides reveals patterns of
dehumanization, political manipulation, and ethnic hatred. This article explores some of the most
horrific genocides, highlighting their impact and the lessons learned. The following sections will cover
the Armenian Genocide, the Holocaust, the Cambodian Genocide, the Rwandan Genocide, and the
Bosnian Genocide, offering a comprehensive overview of their historical contexts and devastating
effects.
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The Armenian Genocide
The Armenian Genocide, perpetrated by the Ottoman Empire during World War I, is one of the earliest
recognized instances of modern genocide. Between 1915 and 1923, an estimated 1.5 million
Armenians were systematically exterminated through mass killings, forced deportations, and death
marches. The genocide resulted from a combination of ethnic nationalism, political instability, and
wartime paranoia. The Ottoman government targeted Armenians, accusing them of collaborating with
enemy forces, leading to widespread atrocities. The Armenian Genocide not only decimated the
Armenian population but also set a precedent for international human rights discussions on genocide
recognition and prevention.

Historical Background
The Ottoman Empire, facing military defeats and internal decline, increasingly viewed its Armenian
minority with suspicion. Armenians, who were predominantly Christian, lived mostly in eastern
Anatolia, and their distinct identity made them targets during the empire's efforts to solidify control.
The Young Turk government initiated policies aimed at eliminating the Armenian presence,
culminating in deportations and mass killings between 1915 and 1917.



Methods and Impact
The genocide involved forced marches into the Syrian desert, mass shootings, starvation, and other
brutal methods. Survivors were often left homeless and displaced, with entire communities destroyed.
The event profoundly affected Armenian culture and diaspora, as well as international law, influencing
the later formulation of the Genocide Convention.

The Holocaust
The Holocaust remains the most infamous and extensively documented genocide, carried out by Nazi
Germany during World War II. Approximately six million Jews were systematically murdered along
with millions of other victims, including Romani people, disabled individuals, Poles, Soviet POWs, and
others. This genocide exemplifies the industrial-scale extermination facilitated by state machinery,
ideology, and propaganda. The Holocaust's legacy continues to inform global human rights policies,
Holocaust education, and genocide prevention efforts worldwide.

Origins and Ideology
The Holocaust was driven by Nazi racial ideology, which classified Jews as an existential threat to the
Aryan race and German society. Anti-Semitic laws, propaganda campaigns, and social exclusion
paved the way for mass deportations to ghettos and extermination camps. The Nuremberg Laws of
1935 institutionalized racial discrimination, setting the stage for the Final Solution— the plan to
annihilate the Jewish population.

The Mechanisms of Extermination
The Holocaust employed various methods of mass murder, including gas chambers, mass shootings,
forced labor, starvation, and medical experiments. Key extermination camps such as Auschwitz-
Birkenau, Treblinka, and Sobibor became synonymous with death on an unprecedented scale. The
Holocaust also involved widespread collaboration and complicity across occupied territories.

The Cambodian Genocide
The Cambodian Genocide, orchestrated by the Khmer Rouge regime under Pol Pot from 1975 to 1979,
resulted in the deaths of approximately 1.7 to 2 million people—about a quarter of Cambodia's
population at the time. Motivated by radical communist ideology and agrarian reform policies, the
regime sought to eliminate perceived enemies, intellectuals, and urban populations. The genocide
devastated Cambodian society and left deep scars that continue to affect the nation today.

Political Context and Goals
The Khmer Rouge aimed to transform Cambodia into a classless, agrarian society by eradicating
capitalism, religion, and Western influences. This extreme vision led to forced evacuations of cities,
mass executions, and severe labor conditions in rural collectives. Those targeted included



intellectuals, professionals, ethnic minorities, and anyone suspected of disloyalty.

Methods and Consequences
The genocide featured widespread torture, starvation, and execution, often carried out in notorious
sites like the Tuol Sleng prison and the Killing Fields. The Khmer Rouge's brutality disrupted
Cambodia’s social fabric, economy, and cultural heritage. International tribunals later prosecuted
surviving leaders, acknowledging the genocide’s impact on international criminal law.

The Rwandan Genocide
The Rwandan Genocide of 1994 was a rapid and brutal campaign of mass murder targeting the Tutsi
ethnic minority by extremist Hutu militias. Over a span of approximately 100 days, an estimated
800,000 to 1 million people were slaughtered. This genocide shocked the global community due to its
speed, the scale of violence, and the failure of international intervention. The aftermath led to
significant efforts in reconciliation and justice within Rwanda and internationally.

Ethnic Tensions and Political Factors
Long-standing ethnic tensions between Hutus and Tutsis were exacerbated by colonial legacies and
political manipulation. The assassination of Rwandan President Juvénal Habyarimana in April 1994
triggered organized massacres, with government forces and militias orchestrating systematic killings.
Propaganda and hate speech played a critical role in inciting violence.

Execution and Aftermath
The genocide was characterized by mass killings using machetes, firearms, and other weapons, often
perpetrated by neighbors and community members. The international community’s delayed response
has been widely criticized. Subsequent efforts focused on justice through the International Criminal
Tribunal for Rwanda and community-based gacaca courts, aiming to restore social cohesion.

The Bosnian Genocide
The Bosnian Genocide occurred during the Bosnian War from 1992 to 1995, primarily targeting
Bosniak (Bosnian Muslim) populations by Bosnian Serb forces. The massacre at Srebrenica in July
1995, where over 8,000 Bosniak men and boys were killed, stands as the most notorious episode. This
genocide was marked by ethnic cleansing, mass rape, and forced displacement, contributing to the
complexity of post-Yugoslav regional conflicts.

Background and Causes
The breakup of Yugoslavia led to ethnic nationalism and violent conflict among Serbs, Croats, and
Bosniaks. Bosnian Serb leadership sought to create ethnically homogenous territories by expelling



non-Serb populations. The use of concentration camps, systematic killings, and sexual violence were
components of this campaign.

Srebrenica Massacre and International Response
The Srebrenica massacre was the largest mass killing in Europe since World War II. Despite being
declared a UN safe area, Bosniak civilians were captured and executed. The genocide prompted
international military intervention and resulted in landmark war crimes trials at the International
Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia.

Key Characteristics of Most Horrific Genocides

Systematic targeting of specific ethnic, religious, or political groups

Use of state or organized group machinery to perpetrate mass killings

Dehumanization and propaganda to justify atrocities

Mass displacement, torture, and destruction of cultural heritage

Long-lasting impacts on survivors and affected societies

Frequently Asked Questions

What are considered some of the most horrific genocides in
history?
Some of the most horrific genocides in history include the Holocaust during World War II, the
Armenian Genocide during World War I, the Rwandan Genocide in 1994, the Cambodian Genocide
under the Khmer Rouge, the Bosnian Genocide in the 1990s, and the genocides against indigenous
peoples in the Americas.

How many people died during the Holocaust?
Approximately six million Jews were systematically murdered during the Holocaust, alongside millions
of other victims including Romani people, disabled individuals, Poles, Soviet POWs, and others.

What caused the Rwandan Genocide in 1994?
The Rwandan Genocide was primarily caused by longstanding ethnic tensions between the Hutu
majority and Tutsi minority, political power struggles, and extremist propaganda, leading to the mass
slaughter of an estimated 800,000 Tutsis and moderate Hutus over approximately 100 days.



What were the consequences of the Armenian Genocide?
The Armenian Genocide resulted in the deaths of an estimated 1.5 million Armenians by the Ottoman
Empire during World War I, leading to widespread displacement, the near destruction of the Armenian
population in their historic homeland, and ongoing political and historical disputes regarding
recognition.

How did the Cambodian Genocide impact the country?
The Cambodian Genocide, carried out by the Khmer Rouge regime from 1975 to 1979, resulted in the
deaths of approximately 1.7 to 2 million people through executions, forced labor, starvation, and
disease, causing massive social disruption and long-term trauma in Cambodia.

Why is it important to remember and study genocides?
Remembering and studying genocides is crucial to honor the victims, understand the causes and
warning signs, promote human rights, prevent future atrocities, and foster global awareness and
education to combat hatred, discrimination, and intolerance.

Additional Resources
1. Night by Elie Wiesel
This memoir recounts Elie Wiesel’s harrowing experiences as a teenager in Nazi concentration camps
during the Holocaust. It provides a personal and poignant account of the atrocities committed, the
loss of faith, and the struggle to survive amidst unimaginable horrors.
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Lemkin Jacques Sémelin Saul Friedländer Samantha Power Hans Mommsen Emil Fackenheim Helen
Fein Adam Jones Ben Kiernan. A thoughtful collection of groundbreaking thinkers, this book is an
ideal resource for academics, students, and all those interested in both the emerging and rapidly
evolving field of Genocide Studies and the established field of Holocaust Studies.
  most horrific genocides: A Problem from Hell: America and the Age of Genocide Navneet
Singh, Introduction Genocide—the systematic extermination of a people based on their ethnicity,
religion, or identity—is one of humanity’s gravest crimes. Despite the global commitment to Never
Again, genocide has recurred relentlessly in the modern era. This book examines the complex
history of genocide since the 20th century and critically analyzes America’s response, uncovering
the difficult balance between moral responsibility and political interests. Chapter 1: Defining
Genocide Origins of the term: Raphael Lemkin’s work and the UN Genocide Convention (1948) What
constitutes genocide: intent, scale, and patterns Early examples: Armenian Genocide, Holocaust
Chapter 2: The Holocaust and its Aftermath The Holocaust as the defining genocide of the 20th
century The global shock and creation of international laws How the Holocaust shaped American
policy and public opinion Chapter 3: Cold War Calculations Genocide during the Cold War era
(Cambodia, East Pakistan/Bangladesh) America’s reluctance to intervene due to geopolitical strategy
Case studies of silence and inaction Chapter 4: Rwanda: A Failure of Prevention Background on
ethnic tensions and colonial legacies The 1994 Rwandan genocide: rapid killing, UN failures
America’s limited engagement and lessons learned Chapter 5: Bosnia and the Balkans Ethnic
cleansing and genocide in Yugoslavia during the 1990s International interventions and limitations
The rise of humanitarian intervention as policy Chapter 6: The Politics of Humanitarian Intervention
Debates over sovereignty vs. moral obligation The role of NGOs, the UN, and the media
“Responsibility to Protect” doctrine and its challenges Chapter 7: America’s Moral Struggle The
tension between idealism and realism in foreign policy Congressional and public opinion on
intervention Case studies of American decisions: Somalia, Sudan, Darfur Chapter 8: Lessons and the
Way Forward Why genocide continues despite global awareness The importance of early warning
and international cooperation Strengthening global institutions and American leadership Conclusion
Genocide is indeed a “problem from hell” — a persistent moral horror that tests the conscience and
policy of the United States and the world. This book calls for renewed vigilance, clear moral resolve,
and international solidarity to prevent such crimes in the future.
  most horrific genocides: Genocide and Human Rights Mark Lattimer, 2017-11-28 Genocide is
both the gravest of crimes under international law and the ultimate violation of human rights.
Recent years have seen major legal and political developments concerning genocide and other mass
violations of rights. This collection brings together, for the first time, leading essays covering
definitions, legislation, the sociology of genocide, prevention, humanitarian intervention,
accountability, punishment and reconciliation.
  most horrific genocides: The Oxford Handbook of Genocide Studies Donald Bloxham, A.
Dirk Moses, 2010-04-15 Genocide has scarred human societies since Antiquity. In the modern era,
genocide has been a global phenomenon: from massacres in colonial America, Africa, and Australia
to the Holocaust of European Jewry and mass death in Maoist China. In recent years, the discipline
of 'genocide studies' has developed to offer analysis and comprehension. The Oxford Handbook of
Genocide Studies is the first book to subject both genocide and the young discipline it has spawned
to systematic, in-depth investigation. Thirty-four renowned experts study genocide through the ages
by taking regional, thematic, and disciplinary-specific approaches. Chapters examine secessionist
and political genocides in modern Asia. Others treat the violent dynamics of European colonialism in
Africa, the complex ethnic geography of the Great Lakes region, and the structural instability of the
continent's northern horn. South and North America receive detailed coverage, as do the Ottoman
Empire, Nazi-occupied Europe, and post-communist Eastern Europe. Sustained attention is paid to
themes like gender, memory, the state, culture, ethnic cleansing, military intervention, the United
Nations, and prosecutions. The work is multi-disciplinary, featuring the work of historians,
anthropologists, lawyers, political scientists, sociologists, and philosophers. Uniquely combining



empirical reconstruction and conceptual analysis, this Handbook presents and analyses regions of
genocide and the entire field of 'genocide studies' in one substantial volume.
  most horrific genocides: Genocide Donald Bloxham, A. Dirk Moses, 2022 A collection of essays
on the key themes of genocide, addressing imperial violence and military contexts for genocide,
predicting, preventing, and prosecuting genocide, gender, ideology, the state, memory, transitional
justice, and ecocide.
  most horrific genocides: Teaching about Genocide Samuel Totten, 2006-07-01
  most horrific genocides: The Psychology of Genocide, Massacres, and Extreme Violence
Donald G. Dutton, 2007-05-30 Chronicling horrific events that brought the 20th century to witness
the largest number of systematic slaughters of human beings in any century across history, this
work goes beyond historic details and examines contemporary psychological means that leaders use
to convince individuals to commit horrific acts in the name of a politial or military cause. Massacres
in Nanking, Rwanda, El Salvador, Vietnam, and other countries are reviewed in chilling detail. But
the core issue is what psychological forces are behind large- scale killing; what psychology can be
used to indoctrinate normal people with a Groupthink that moves individuals to mass murder
brutally and without regret, even when the victims are innocent children. Dutton shows us how
individuals are convinced to commit such sadistic acts, often preceded by torture, after being
indoctrinated with beliefs that the target victims are unjust, inhuman or viral, like a virus that must
be destroyed or it will destroy society.
  most horrific genocides: The End of Democracy Honey Makhija, 2024-08-31 In The End of
Democracy: Embracing the Strength of Authoritarian Rule, Honey Makhija invites readers to
reconsider the long-held belief that democracy is the ultimate form of governance. With the world
facing unprecedented challenges, Honey argues that the time has come to explore alternative
models that prioritize efficiency, stability, and collective progress. This book offers a
thought-provoking analysis of the strengths of authoritarian rule and raises crucial questions about
the future of global governance. A must-read for anyone interested in the evolving landscape of
power and politics, this book challenges the status quo and inspires a rethinking of how we govern
our world.
  most horrific genocides: Cultural Rights and Justice John Clammer, 2018-12-11 This book
provides an innovative contribution to the emerging field of culture and development through the
lens of cultural rights, arguing in favour of a fruitful dialogue between human rights, development
studies, critical cultural studies, and concerns about the protection and preservation of cultural
diversity. It breaks with established approaches by introducing the themes of aesthetics,
embodiment, narrative and peace studies into the field of culture and development, and in doing so,
proposes both an expanded conception of cultural rights and a holistic vision of development that
not only includes these elements in a central way, but which argues that genuine sustainability must
include the cultural dimension, including the notion of cultural justice as recognition, protection and
respect extended to the many expressions of human imagination in this world.
  most horrific genocides: Purify and Destroy Jacques Sémelin, 2007 Review: Purify and Destroy
demonstrates that it is indeed possible to compare the Holocaust, the Rwandan genocide, and ethnic
cleansing in Bosnia Herzegovina while respecting the specificities of each of these appalling
phenomena. Based on seminal distinction between massacre and genocide, Purify and Destroy
identifies the main steps of a general process of destruction, both rational and irrational, born of
what Semelin terms delusional rationality. Semelin identifies the main stages that can lead to a
genocidal process, and explains how ordinary people can become perpetrators.--Jacket
  most horrific genocides: Beyond Preemption Ivo H. Daalder, 2008-04-01 America's three
most recent wars—in Kosovo, Afghanistan, and Iraq—have raised profound questions about when to
use military force, for what purpose, and who should make the decision whether to go to war. These
crucial questions have been debated around the world with increasing intensity, and by beginning to
provide important answers, Beyond Preemption moves the debate forward in significant ways.
During the past three years, the contributors to this volume have engaged in a global dialogue with



political officials, military figures and strategists, and international lawyers from around the world
on when and how to use force and in what way its use can best be legitimized. They found consensus
that the world has changed so dramatically that much of the old way of thinking about when and
how to go to use force to deal with new challenges has become largely obsolete. Drawing on these
high-level discussions, Ivo Daalder and his colleagues make specific proposals for how to forge a
new international consensus on the vexing questions about the use of force, including its preemptive
use, to address today's interrelated threats of terrorism, weapons of mass destruction, and
humanitarian crises. In Beyond Preemption, the authors also consider the critical matter of how
these strategies could be best legitimized and be made palatable to domestic audiences and the
international community at large. Contributors include Bruce W. Jentleson (Duke University), Anne
E. Kramer (Brookings Institution), Susan E. Rice (Brookings Institution), James B. Steinberg (Lyndon
B. Johnson School of Public Affairs, University of Texas at Austin).
  most horrific genocides: Foreign Policy in Post-Genocide Rwanda Jonathan R. Beloff,
2020-07-29 This book examines how Rwandan elites within the government, private sector and civil
society perceive the nation’s political and economic relationship with the international community.
Using testimonies and interviews of Rwandan political, military and economic leaders, and
bureaucrats, this book examines the intersubjective beliefs that formulate how Rwanda engages with
the international community. The book presents and analyses three primary intersubjective themes:
historical and possible future abandonment of Rwanda; implementing an ideology of agaciro to
promote self-respect, dignity and self-reliance for state security and economic development; and the
belief in the government’s obligation to promote human security for those who identify as
‘Rwandan’. These perceptions help us understand how post-genocide Rwanda engages with the
international community in the pursuit of state security, economic development and to prevent a
future genocide. This book will be of interest to students and scholars of African politics and
international relations as well as the politics of post-genocide states.
  most horrific genocides: History of the Jews Kelly Mass, Jewish history is a rich tapestry
woven over millennia, shaped by the development of a people, their religion, and their culture as
they interacted with various civilizations, faiths, and cultures. The earliest reference to Israel can be
found on the Merneptah Stele, dated to between 1213–1203 BCE, marking the first historical
mention of the ancient Israelite people. However, the religious and cultural narrative of the Jews
stretches far earlier. Jewish tradition traces its origins to at least 1500 BCE, with religious texts such
as the Torah recounting the story of the Israelites, beginning with the patriarchs Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob. This historical foundation laid the groundwork for the development of Judaism, which
began to emerge as a distinct religion during the Hellenistic period, particularly around 323–31
BCE, as Greek scholars began documenting Jewish practices and beliefs. The trajectory of Jewish
history has been marked by a series of dispersals and captivities, with the first significant one being
the Assyrian exile of the ten northern tribes in 722 BCE. This event set the stage for a larger
dispersion that was solidified with the Babylonian captivity in 586 BCE, when the Jewish elite were
taken into exile. Following the Babylonian conquest, Jews began to settle throughout the ancient
Near East, which would later become a defining characteristic of Jewish existence. The Jewish
people continued to spread across the Mediterranean world, particularly within the vast expanse of
the Roman Empire, where they maintained distinct cultural and religious practices even as they
interacted with surrounding civilizations. This trend persisted throughout Byzantine rule in the
eastern Mediterranean, although the influence of Jewish communities diminished in these regions
after the Byzantine Empire lost control of the Levant to the Arab Islamic Empire in 638 CE.
  most horrific genocides: History of Israel Kelly Mass, This book consists of three titles:
Canaanites - During the late 2nd millennium BC, Canaan was a Semitic-speaking civilization located
in the Ancient Near East. The region held significant geopolitical importance, especially during the
Late Bronze Age Amarna Period in the 14th century BC, when it became a crossroads for major
empires. The Egyptian, Hittite, Mitanni, and Assyrian Empires all had areas of interest that
converged or overlapped in Canaan, making it a key territory for trade, warfare, and cultural



exchange. Much of our understanding of Canaan comes from archaeological excavations at sites
such as Tel Hazor, Tel Megiddo, En Esur, and Gezer, where remnants of ancient Canaanite life have
been uncovered. History of Jerusalem - Jerusalem is one of the world’s oldest cities, with a history
that stretches back thousands of years. Over the course of its existence, it has been invaded 52
times, seized and regained 44 times, besieged 23 times, and destroyed twice. The oldest portion of
the city dates back to the 4th millennium BCE, making it not only a significant historical center but
also a symbol of resilience and conflict. Its role in the ancient world has been central to the
development of various cultures, religions, and empires that have passed through the region,
contributing to its complex and contested history. History of the Jews - Jewish history is a rich
tapestry woven over millennia, shaped by the development of a people, their religion, and their
culture as they interacted with various civilizations, faiths, and cultures. The earliest reference to
Israel can be found on the Merneptah Stele, dated to between 1213–1203 BCE, marking the first
historical mention of the ancient Israelite people. However, the religious and cultural narrative of
the Jews stretches far earlier.
  most horrific genocides: Child Survivors of Genocide Shirley A. Heying, 2022-06-27 Child
Survivors of Genocide: Trauma, Resilience, and Identity in Guatemala presents mixed-method,
comparative ethnographic research conducted with orphaned child survivors who are now adults.
These survivors were orphaned during Guatemala’s thirty-six-year internal armed conflict and
particularly during the heightened period of genocide from 1978 to 1983, referred to as la violencia.
Raised for the majority of their childhoods in a family-style permanent residential home in the
highlands region, the author examines the long-term consequences that these individuals have faced
not only from grieving the loss of their parents and family members but also because of their orphan
status. While they suffer from lasting trauma, these child survivors have become resilient,
well-adapted adults with a strong internalized sense of ethnic identity. They also engage in creative
and transformative practices regarding ethnic identity and belonging that have contributed to their
abilities to adapt to their life circumstances in positive, constructive ways, and have expanded what
it means to be Maya Indigenous Guatemalans today. Child survivors’ experiences offer inspiration,
justify expanded research with child survivors as their own distinct survivor group, and warrant
reconsideration of in-country residential care when other forms of loving, nurturing in-country care
are unavailable.
  most horrific genocides: Colonial Institutions and Civil War Shivaji Mukherjee, 2021-06-03
Shows how colonial indirect rule and land tenure institutions create state weakness, ethnic
inequality and insurgency in India, and around the world.
  most horrific genocides: Child Security in Asia Cecilia Jacob, 2013-08-15 Millions of
children around the world are affected by conflict, and the enduring aftermath of war in post-conflict
societies. This book reflects on the implications of children’s insecurity for governments and the
international humanitarian community by drawing on original field research in post-conflict
Cambodia and in Burma’s eastern conflict zones. The book examines the way that politics and
discourses of security and child protection have further marginalised rather than enhanced the
protection of children. In Cambodia, threats from trafficking, exploitative labour, and high levels of
domestic and social violence challenge the government and the international humanitarian
community to respond to the new human security terrain that is the legacy of three decades of
political violence. Burma has endured over 60 years of insurgency and civil conflict in ethnic
minority states, significantly affecting children who are recruited into armies, killed, maimed or
tortured, and displaced. Analysing the theoretical and practical challenges faced in addressing
children’s security in global politics, the book offers a novel framework for responding to the politics
of protection that is at the heart of this crucial issue. It is a useful contribution to studies on Asian
Politics and International Relations and Security.
  most horrific genocides: Complying with Genocide E.N. Anderson, Barbara A. Anderson,
2020-12-04 Drawing on a powerful Native American metaphor to frame this work, E.N. Anderson
and Barbara Anderson examine complicity in genocide, stressing that it only through feeding the



good wolf that a moral and social order of inclusion and tolerance can be built, while feeding the bad
wolf will result in fear, hatred, exclusion, and violence. In Complying with Genocide: The Wolf You
Feed, Anderson and Anderson illustrate how everyday frustration and fear, combined with hatred
and social othering toward rivals and victims of discrimination, can lead individuals and whole
nations to become complicit in genocide. Anderson and Anderson propose powerful actions that can
both protect against complicity and create social change, as exemplified from populations recovering
from genocidal regimes. This book is recommended for students and scholars of anthropology,
sociology, public health, psychology, criminal justice, and political science.
  most horrific genocides: Listening to Grass-hoppers Arundhati Roy, 2009 'What happens
once democracy has been used up? When it has been hollowed out and emptied of meaning?'
Combining brilliant political insight and razor-sharp prose, Listening to Grasshoppers is the
essential new book from Arundhati Roy. In these essays, she takes a hard look at the underbelly of
the world's largest democracy, and shows how the journey that Hindu nationalism and neo-liberal
economic reforms began together in the early 1990s is unravelling in dangerous ways. Beginning
with the state-backed killing of Muslims in Gujarat in 2002, she writes about how 'progress' and
genocide have historically gone hand in hand; about the murky investigations into the 2001 attack
on the Indian Parliament; about the dangers of an increasingly powerful and entirely unaccountable
judiciary; and about the collusion between large corporations, the government and the mainstream
media. The collection ends with an account of the August 2008 uprising in Kashmir and an analysis
of the November 2008 attacks on Mumbai. 'The Briefing', included as an appendix, is a fictional text
that brings together many of the issues central to the collection.
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