
modern dictators

modern dictators have become a significant subject of study in contemporary political science and
international relations. Unlike the traditional image of dictatorships primarily rooted in the 20th
century, modern dictators often employ sophisticated methods to consolidate power, control the
media, and suppress opposition. These authoritarian leaders vary widely in their approaches, from
overt repression to subtle manipulation of democratic institutions. Understanding the
characteristics, tactics, and global impact of modern dictators is crucial for recognizing ongoing
threats to democracy and human rights worldwide. This article explores the defining features of
modern dictatorships, profiles notable contemporary autocrats, examines their methods of
maintaining control, and discusses the international community’s responses to such regimes.
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Defining Characteristics of Modern Dictators
Modern dictators differ from their historical counterparts in several key ways, adapting to
contemporary political environments and technological advancements. While classic dictatorships
were often marked by overt military coups or one-party rule, modern dictators may maintain a
veneer of democracy, using elections and legal frameworks to legitimize their authority. These
regimes commonly exhibit a concentration of power in a single individual or ruling clique,
suppression of political opposition, restriction of free press, and systematic human rights abuses.

Authoritarianism with Democratic Facade
Many modern dictatorships maintain the appearance of democratic processes, such as holding
elections, to gain domestic and international legitimacy. However, these elections are frequently
manipulated through voter suppression, electoral fraud, or control over the electoral commission.
This hybrid model blurs the lines between democracy and autocracy, making it more challenging to
identify and confront authoritarian rule.

Use of Technology and Surveillance
Modern dictators exploit advanced technology to monitor citizens, control information, and suppress



dissent. Mass surveillance systems, internet censorship, and state-controlled media are common
tools to maintain power. The digital age has empowered these regimes to track opposition figures
and manipulate public opinion on a scale never before possible.

Notable Modern Dictators and Their Regimes
Several contemporary leaders exemplify the characteristics of modern dictators, each with unique
approaches to governance and repression. Examining these figures offers insight into the diverse
manifestations of authoritarianism today.

Vladimir Putin – Russia
Vladimir Putin has dominated Russian politics for over two decades, consolidating power through
control of the media, suppression of political opposition, and manipulation of electoral processes. His
regime is marked by a strong centralized power structure, extensive use of security services, and
efforts to influence politics beyond Russia’s borders.

Kim Jong-un – North Korea
Kim Jong-un presides over one of the most secretive and repressive regimes in the world. The North
Korean dictatorship is characterized by extreme personality cult, strict control over all aspects of
life, and harsh punishment for dissent. The regime’s isolationism and nuclear ambitions have
heightened global security concerns.

Alexander Lukashenko – Belarus
Often referred to as Europe’s last dictator, Alexander Lukashenko has maintained authoritarian
control over Belarus since 1994. His tactics include rigged elections, violent crackdowns on protests,
and suppression of independent media. Lukashenko’s regime exemplifies the persistence of
autocracy in post-Soviet states.

Other Examples

Recep Tayyip Erdoğan – Turkey

Daniel Ortega – Nicaragua

Bashar al-Assad – Syria

Abdel Fattah el-Sisi – Egypt



Methods of Control and Power Consolidation
Modern dictators employ various methods to sustain their rule, often combining traditional
authoritarian tactics with innovative strategies suited to the contemporary global environment.

Media Manipulation and Propaganda
State control or influence over media outlets allows modern dictators to shape public narratives,
suppress critical voices, and promote their legitimacy. Propaganda campaigns often emphasize
nationalism, external threats, or economic achievements to justify authoritarian measures.

Legal and Institutional Manipulation
Many modern dictators manipulate constitutions, judicial systems, and electoral laws to neutralize
opposition and extend their tenure. By undermining the independence of courts and electoral bodies,
they create a legal framework that perpetuates their rule under a guise of legality.

Repression and Intimidation
Despite attempts to mask authoritarianism, repression remains a cornerstone of modern
dictatorships. This includes harassment, imprisonment, torture, and extrajudicial killings of political
opponents, activists, and journalists. Security forces and intelligence agencies play a central role in
enforcing compliance.

Co-optation and Patronage Networks
Dictators often maintain power by building networks of loyalists within the military, business elites,
and political institutions. Patronage systems ensure that key figures benefit from the regime’s
survival, creating vested interests aligned with authoritarian rule.

Impact on Society and Human Rights
The rule of modern dictators has profound consequences on the social fabric and human rights
conditions within their countries. These impacts are often severe and long-lasting.

Suppression of Political Freedoms
Modern dictatorships routinely restrict freedoms of speech, assembly, and association. Political
pluralism is stifled, and opposition parties are marginalized or banned. This repression undermines
democratic development and citizen participation.



Human Rights Violations
Systematic human rights abuses are common under modern dictators, including arbitrary detention,
torture, and extrajudicial killings. Minority groups and dissidents are particularly vulnerable to
persecution. These violations attract condemnation from international human rights organizations.

Socioeconomic Consequences
The concentration of power often leads to corruption, economic mismanagement, and inequality.
While some regimes maintain economic stability through state control, the lack of transparency and
accountability hinders sustainable development, exacerbating poverty and social unrest.

International Responses to Modern Dictatorships
The global community employs a variety of strategies to address the challenges posed by modern
dictatorships, balancing diplomatic, economic, and legal tools.

Sanctions and Diplomatic Pressure
Countries and international organizations often impose economic sanctions and travel bans against
dictatorial regimes and their leaders to signal disapproval and incentivize reforms. Diplomatic
efforts may include public condemnation and support for civil society actors.

Support for Democracy and Human Rights
International aid and advocacy focus on promoting democratic institutions, independent media, and
human rights defenders within authoritarian states. This support aims to empower local actors
advocating for political change and accountability.

Challenges in Enforcement
Efforts to confront modern dictatorships face significant obstacles, including the regimes’ resilience,
support from allied states, and limitations of international law. Balancing geopolitical interests with
human rights concerns often complicates coordinated action.

Summary of Strategies

Economic sanctions targeting regime elites

Diplomatic isolation and public denunciation

Support for opposition movements and civil society



International legal proceedings and accountability mechanisms

Frequently Asked Questions

What defines a modern dictator in today's political landscape?
A modern dictator is typically characterized by centralized control over government, suppression of
political opposition, manipulation of elections, control over media, and often a disregard for human
rights and democratic norms.

Which countries are currently considered to be ruled by
modern dictators?
Countries often cited as being ruled by modern dictators include North Korea, Belarus, Syria,
Turkmenistan, and Eritrea, among others where leaders maintain authoritarian control.

How do modern dictators maintain power in the digital age?
Modern dictators maintain power through surveillance technologies, internet censorship,
propaganda on social media, cyber-attacks against opposition, and controlling digital communication
channels.

What role does propaganda play in the rule of modern
dictators?
Propaganda is crucial for modern dictators to manipulate public opinion, promote their legitimacy,
discredit opponents, and maintain control over the population by controlling the narrative.

Can modern dictatorships exist without military support?
While military support often strengthens dictatorships, some modern dictators maintain power
primarily through intelligence services, police forces, and political alliances without overt military
backing.

How do international sanctions impact modern dictatorships?
International sanctions aim to pressure dictatorships economically and politically, sometimes
weakening regimes, but they can also lead to increased nationalism and hardship for ordinary
citizens without toppling the regime.

Are there examples of modern dictators peacefully
transitioning power?
Peaceful transitions from modern dictatorships are rare but have occurred, often due to internal



reforms, popular uprisings, or negotiated agreements leading to democratization.

What distinguishes a modern dictator from a traditional
authoritarian ruler?
Modern dictators often leverage advanced technology, media control, and sophisticated propaganda,
and may maintain a facade of democratic processes, distinguishing them from traditional
authoritarian rulers who relied more on overt repression.

How does the global community respond to modern
dictatorships today?
The global community responds through diplomatic pressure, sanctions, support for civil society and
opposition groups, and sometimes intervention, though responses vary widely depending on
geopolitical interests.

Additional Resources
1. The Dictator’s Handbook: Why Bad Behavior Is Almost Always Good Politics
This book by Bruce Bueno de Mesquita and Alastair Smith explores the political strategies used by
dictators to gain and maintain power. It delves into the mechanics of authoritarian regimes,
illustrating how leaders manipulate resources and loyalty to stay in control. The authors use a mix of
political science and real-world examples to explain why dictators behave the way they do.

2. On Tyranny: Twenty Lessons from the Twentieth Century
Written by historian Timothy Snyder, this concise book provides practical advice on recognizing and
resisting modern dictatorships. Drawing lessons from the rise of totalitarian regimes in the 20th
century, Snyder outlines steps citizens can take to protect democracy today. The book is a call to
vigilance against authoritarian tendencies in contemporary politics.

3. How to Rig an Election: Confessions of a Political Operative
This revealing memoir by Allen Raymond gives an insider’s perspective on election manipulation, a
tool often employed by modern dictators to maintain power. It exposes the tactics used to influence
voter behavior and undermine democratic processes. The book sheds light on the dark side of
political campaigns and authoritarian control.

4. Nothing to Envy: Ordinary Lives in North Korea
Barbara Demick’s powerful narrative offers a rare glimpse into life under one of the world’s most
secretive dictatorships. Through personal stories of North Korean citizens, the book paints a vivid
picture of the daily struggles and resilience under Kim Jong-il’s regime. It highlights the human cost
of absolute power and repression.

5. The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich
Though focused on Nazi Germany, William L. Shirer’s classic work provides crucial historical context
for understanding modern dictatorships. The detailed account of Adolf Hitler’s ascent and collapse
serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of totalitarian rule. It remains a seminal text for
studying the characteristics and consequences of dictatorship.



6. Red Famine: Stalin’s War on Ukraine
Anne Applebaum’s meticulously researched book examines Joseph Stalin’s brutal policies that led to
the Holodomor, a devastating famine in Ukraine. This work highlights the extent of repression and
control exercised by one of history’s most notorious dictators. It underscores the lethal
consequences of authoritarian governance and ideological extremism.

7. Putin’s Kleptocracy: Who Owns Russia?
Authored by Karen Dawisha, this investigative book uncovers the corruption and power
consolidation under Vladimir Putin’s rule. It details how Putin and his inner circle transformed
Russia into a kleptocratic state, blending authoritarianism with organized crime. The book provides
insight into modern dictatorship through the lens of contemporary Russia.

8. Inside Rebellion: The Politics of Insurgent Violence
Though not exclusively about dictators, this book by Jeremy M. Weinstein sheds light on the
conditions that foster authoritarian regimes and insurgencies. It analyzes the motivations behind
violent rebellions and how dictators respond to threats against their rule. The work offers a broader
understanding of the political dynamics surrounding modern dictatorships.

9. Bloodlands: Europe Between Hitler and Stalin
Timothy Snyder’s harrowing history covers the mass atrocities committed by two of the 20th
century’s most infamous dictators. The book focuses on the geographic region where Nazi and
Soviet policies caused immense suffering and death. It provides a sobering examination of
dictatorship’s destructive impact on human lives.
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  modern dictators: Encyclopedia of Modern Dictators Frank J. Coppa, 2006 Original
Scholarly Monograph
  modern dictators: Modern Dictators Barry M. Rubin, 1987 This study discusses how such
dictators as Qaddafi, Khomeini, Marcos, Somoza, and Castro, among others, achieved power, how
they justified their rule, and how they changed the character of the U.N.
  modern dictators: Dictatorship Paul Dowswell, 2005 The history of dictatorship seems to prove
the accuracy of the well- known saying: 'Power tends to corrupt - and absolute power corrupts
absolutely.' Many questions are answered in this fascinating account of perhaps the most
controversial type of government the world has known. Ages 13+.
  modern dictators: Dictators and Dictatorships Natasha M. Ezrow, Erica Frantz, 2011-02-24
Dictators and Dictatorships is a qualitative enquiry into the politics of authoritarian regimes. It
argues that political outcomes in dictatorships are largely a product of leader-elite relations.
Differences in the internal structure of dictatorships affect the dynamics of this relationship. This
book shows how dictatorships differ from one another and the implications of these differences for
political outcomes. In particular, it examines political processes in personalist, military, single-party,
monarchic, and hybrid regimes. The aim of the book is to provide a clear definition of what
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dictatorship means, how authoritarian politics works, and what the political consequences of
dictatorship are. It discusses how authoritarianism influences a range of political outcomes, such as
economic performance, international conflict, and leader and regime durability. Numerous case
studies from around the world support the theory and research presented to foster a better
understanding of the inner workings of authoritarian regimes. By combining theory with concrete
political situations, the book will appeal to undergraduate students in comparative politics,
international relations, authoritarian politics, and democratization.
  modern dictators: Systems of Government Dictatorship Paul Dowswell, 2009 One of a series of
titles aimed at Key Stage 3 readers and upwards that looks at different systems of government and
discusses their origins, history and practical application in the modern world.
  modern dictators: The United States and the Rise of Tyrants Lawrence E. Gelfand, John
Day Tully, 2019-10-29 Nationalist dictatorships proliferated around the world during the interwar
years of the 1920s and 1930s. Policymakers in Washington, D.C., reasoning that non-Communist
regimes were not necessarily a threat to democracy or national interests, found it expedient to
support them. People living under these governments associated the United States with their
oppressors, with long-term negative consequences for U.S. policy. American policymakers were
primarily concerned with fostering stability in these countries. The dictatorships, eager to maintain
political order and create economic growth, looked to American corporations and bankers, whose
heavy investments cemented the need to support the regimes. Through an examination of consular
records in nine countries, the author describes the logistics and consequences of these relationships.
  modern dictators: Sites of the Dictators Xosé M. Núñez Seixas, 2021-06-13 This book explores
the changing evolution of memory debates on places intimately linked to the lives and deaths of
different fascist, para-fascist and communist dictators in a truly transnational and comparative way.
During the second decade of the twenty-first century, a number of parallel debates arose in Italy,
Spain, Portugal, Albania, Austria and other European countries regarding the public management by
democratic regimes of those sites of memory that were directly linked to the personal biographies of
their former dictators. The ways in which each democracy deals with the dead bodies, mausoleums
and birthplaces of the dictators vary considerably, although common questions occur, such as
whether oblivion or re-signification is better, the risk of a posthumous cult of personality being
established and the extent to which the shadow of the authoritarian past endures in these sites of
memory. Using the concept of sites of the dictators, the author explains why it is so difficult to deal
with some sites of memory linked to dead autocrats, as those places contribute directly or indirectly
to humanizing them, making their remembrance more acceptable for the present and future
generations, and discusses the potential of the Europeanization of these dark memories of the past.
Exploring the imperatives of memory politics and how these are reconciled with local actors
interested in exploiting the dictator’s remembrance, this book will be useful reading for students and
scholars of history, politics and memory studies.
  modern dictators: Dictators and Autocrats Klaus Larres, 2021-10-31 In order to truly
understand the emergence, endurance, and legacy of autocracy, this volume of engaging essays
explores how autocratic power is acquired, exercised, and transferred or abruptly ended through the
careers and politics of influential figures in more than 20 countries and six regions. The book looks
at both traditional hard dictators, such as Hitler, Stalin, and Mao, and more modern soft or populist
autocrats, who are in the process of transforming once fully democratic countries into autocratic
states, including Recep Tayyip Erdoğan in Turkey, Brazilian leader Jair Bolsonaro, Rodrigo Duterte
in the Philippines, Narendra Modi in India, and Viktor Orbán in Hungary. The authors touch on a
wide range of autocratic and dictatorial figures in the past and present, including present-day
autocrats, such as Vladimir Putin and Xi Jinping, military leaders, and democratic leaders with
authoritarian aspirations. They analyze the transition of selected autocrats from democratic or
benign semi-democratic systems to harsher forms of autocracy, with either quite disastrous or more
successful outcomes. An ideal reader for students and scholars, as well as the general public,
interested in international affairs, leadership studies, contemporary history and politics, global



studies, security studies, economics, psychology, and behavioral studies.
  modern dictators: The Path to Tyranny Michael Newton, 2010-05-17 Examines how many
free societies have fallen to tyranny and looks at the possibility that the United States could be next.
  modern dictators: Dictatorship Richard Tames, 2008 This book discusses the system of
dictatorship: how it developed as a set of ideas from its origins to the present, how it has evolved in
practice, and how it benefits or harms the people who live under it.
  modern dictators: The Dictators: Hitler's Germany, Stalin's Russia Richard Overy, 2006-01-17
A book of great importance; it surpasses all others in breadth and depth.--Commentary If the past
century will be remembered for its tragic pairing of civilized achievement and organized destruction,
at the heart of darkness may be found Hitler, Stalin, and the systems of domination they forged.
Their lethal regimes murdered millions and fought a massive, deadly war. Yet their dictatorships
took shape within formal constitutional structures and drew the support of the German and Russian
people. In the first major historical work to analyze the two dictatorships together in depth, Richard
Overy gives us an absorbing study of Hitler and Stalin, ranging from their private and public selves,
their ascents to power and consolidation of absolute rule, to their waging of massive war and
creation of far-flung empires of camps and prisons. The Nazi extermination camps and the vast
Soviet Gulag represent the two dictatorships in their most inhuman form. Overy shows us the human
and historical roots of these evils.
  modern dictators: Dictatorships Hal Marcovitz, 2011-01-01 This title examines dictatorships
in world history from early Rome to more modern dictatorships in France, Russia, Germany, Italy,
Japan, China, North Korea, Cuba, Swaziland, and Serbia. How dictatorships work, the political
systems in which they thrive, and the methods dictators use to gain and maintain control are
discussed. Also covered are methods to depose dictators, and life for citizens both during and after
dictatorship. Important dictators are covered, including both those of ancient civilizations such as
Lucius Cornelius Sulla, and Julius Caesar, as well as more modern dictators such as Napoleon
Bonaparte, Joseph Stalin, Adolf Hitler, Benito Mussolini, Fulgencio Batista, Hideki Tojo, and Mao
Zedong, Kim Jung-il, Muammar al-Qaddafi, Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, Saddam Hussein, King Mswati
III, Haile Selassie, Pol Pot, and Omar al-Bashir. Critics of dictatorships such as Alexander
Solzhenitsyn are also introduced. Exploring World Governments is a series in Essential Library, an
imprint of ABDO Publishing Company.
  modern dictators: The Rise and Fall of Global Dictatorships Pasquale De Marco,
2025-07-26 In a world marred by the shadows of oppression, dictatorships have emerged as a
persistent threat to human freedom and dignity. This comprehensive book delves into the complex
phenomenon of dictatorships, exploring their origins, manifestations, and consequences. Through a
meticulous analysis of historical and contemporary examples, the book unravels the intricate web of
factors that contribute to the rise and fall of dictatorships. It examines the political, economic, social,
and cultural conditions that foster the emergence of authoritarian regimes, shedding light on the
strategies and tactics employed by dictators to consolidate and maintain their power. Furthermore,
the book delves into the profound impact of dictatorships on societies, examining the devastating toll
they take on human rights, economic development, and social progress. It exposes the systematic
repression, censorship, and violence perpetrated by dictators, highlighting the resilience and
courage of those who dare to resist tyranny. With a keen eye for detail, the book dissects the
psychology of dictators, revealing the traits and motivations that drive their insatiable thirst for
power. It explores the dark recesses of their minds, uncovering the complex interplay of personality
disorders, paranoia, and megalomania that often characterize these individuals. This book is not
merely an academic exploration; it is a call to action. It emphasizes the urgent need for global
cooperation and solidarity in combating the scourge of dictatorship. It proposes concrete strategies
for promoting democracy, human rights, and the rule of law, underscoring the importance of
international pressure, economic sanctions, and diplomatic engagement. Ultimately, this book is a
testament to the indomitable spirit of humanity's quest for freedom. It is a reminder that even in the
darkest of times, the flame of liberty can never be extinguished. It is a clarion call for vigilance,



resilience, and unwavering commitment to the cause of justice and human dignity. If you like this
book, write a review!
  modern dictators: The Dictator's Learning Curve William J. Dobson, 2013-03-12 In this
riveting anatomy of authoritarianism, acclaimed journalist William Dobson takes us inside the battle
between dictators and those who would challenge their rule. Recent history has seen an incredible
moment in the war between dictators and democracy—with waves of protests sweeping Syria and
Yemen, and despots falling in Egypt, Tunisia, and Libya. But the Arab Spring is only the latest front
in a global battle between freedom and repression, a battle that, until recently, dictators have been
winning hands-down. The problem is that today’s authoritarians are not like the frozen-in-time,
ready-to-crack regimes of Burma and North Korea. They are ever-morphing, technologically savvy,
and internationally connected, and have replaced more brutal forms of intimidation with subtle
coercion. The Dictator’s Learning Curve explains this historic moment and provides crucial insight
into the fight for democracy.
  modern dictators: Dictatorship, Fascism, and Totalitarianism Shalini Saxena, 2014-07-15
Gaining momentum in the early decades of the 20th century, a number of fascist and other
authoritarian regimes could be found around the world by the 1950s. Many persist into the present
day. Often led by oppressive dictators, these regimes share many characteristics, though each differ
in various ways as well. This volume examines the historical trajectory of dictatorship, fascism, and
totalitarianism; their characteristics; where they intersected and how they differed; and some of the
individuals-including Adolf Hitler and Benito Mussolini, among many others-infamous for violently
imposing their often extreme agendas.
  modern dictators: Doctrines For Dictators Vansh Wadhawan, 2024-03-15 Dive into the annals
of history and explore the evolution of dictatorship in this illuminating journey through time. In
'Doctrines for Dictators,' author Vansh Wadhawan meticulously traces the origins and development
of authoritarian rule from ancient civilizations to the modern era. From the emperors of ancient
Rome to the despots of the Cold War, this book delves into the intricate web of political, social, and
economic factors that shaped the rise and fall of dictators across the globe. Drawing on a wealth of
historical sources and expert analysis, Vansh Wadhawan provides a nuanced understanding of
dictatorship, highlighting its multifaceted nature and enduring impact on societies. Through
captivating narratives and insightful commentary, readers will uncover the complex dynamics of
power, oppression, and resistance that define dictatorships throughout history. With its engaging
prose and comprehensive scope, 'Doctrines for Dictators' offers readers a compelling exploration of
one of the most enduring and consequential phenomena in human history. Whether you're a
seasoned historian or a curious reader eager to understand the forces that shape our world, this
book is sure to captivate and enlighten.
  modern dictators: Politics from A to Z Richard Ganis, 2015-10-30 Deepen your understanding
of how politics work, and why they matter, with this timely guide. Politics from A to Z provides an
up-to-date, thoroughly researched glossary of political topics spanning ancient Greece to
contemporary America. Featuring an introductory interview with Noam Chomsky, Politics from A to
Z is ideal for anyone interested in politics, from beginners to scholars. With detailed entries, visual
references, and useful timelines, Politics from A to Z introduces the influential figures and ideas that
have shaped politics, from the American Revolution to Zionism.
  modern dictators: Illustrious Immigrants: The Intellectual Migration from Europe, 1930-41
Laura Fermi, 2021-10-09 “Migration from Europe has occurred without interruption since the time
America was discovered. There have always been some intellectuals, educated abroad, whose
presence and work enriched our culture. Laura Fermi, however, analyzes a new and unique
phenomenon in the history of immigration, the wave of intellectuals from continental Europe that
from 1930 to 1941 brought to these shores well over 20,000 professional refugees. Most immigrant
intellectuals were pushed out of the European continent by the dictatorships of that period; they
were ‘the men and women who came to America fully made, with their Ph.D.’s or diplomas from art
academies or music conservatories in their pocket, and who continue to engage in intellectual



pursuits in this country.’ Among them we find Franz Alexander, Bruno Bettelheim, Enrico Fermi,
Hannah Arendt, Albert Einstein, Igor Stravinsky, John von Neumann, Paul Tillich and a long
sequence of Nobel Prize winners and exceptional scholars. Their contribution to American life
continues to the present. Working with a sample of about 1,900 names and relying on personal
contacts, interviews, memoirs, newspaper accounts, obituaries, and similar sources, Mrs. Fermi
succeeds in conveying the significance of the intellectual immigration and the areas of its impact on
America. She describes the personal trials and the successes of these persons caught up in the web
of persecution and peregrinations leading to higher institutions of learning in the United States...
the delightful style of the book, the new light it throws on the period studied from a participant
observer’s position, and the insight it brings forth concerning the mutual enrichment of American
and European intellectual communities make it enjoyable and instructive reading.” — Silvano M.
Tomasi, The International Migration Review “Illustrious Immigrants is an honest and informative
book; it is well-organized, well-informed, well-balanced... crammed with information, with
illuminating anecdotes, often moving incidents and revealing statistics.” — Peter Gay, The New York
Times “[R]ich in personal anecdote and communication which make delightful reading... in so many
ways a splendid and useful book, tackling with imagination, industry, and a rare combination of
personal concern and emotional detachment a subject that would frighten — indeed thus far has
frightened — professional social historians by its magnitude and complexity.” — Alice Kimball Smith,
Science “[Laura Fermi has] made an effort to bring together materials that exist nowhere else and to
juxtapose them so as to reveal patterns that would otherwise be invisible. For this, we should be
grateful... Mrs Fermi’s work is earnest and responsible.” — Harriet Zuckerman, Physics Today
“[Laura Fermi is] an immensely knowledgeable, discerning, and unpretentious guide to the influx [of
the intellectual migration from Fascist Europe], as well as a personal example of its lustrous
quality... this engaging book... will prove to be indispensable to all students of transatlantic
interactions.” — Cushing Strout, The Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science
“This is an optimistic book, a contribution to a singular chapter in the history of American science
and learning.” — Philip Morrison, Scientific American
  modern dictators: How to Be a Dictator Mikal Hem, 2017-06-06 A Tongue-in-Cheek Guide to
Becoming a Dictator, Based on the Outrageous, Scandalous, and Excessive Behavior of Dictators
Past and Present Who hasn’t dreamed of one day ruling your own country? Along with great power
comes unlimited influence, control, admiration, and often wealth. How to Be a Dictator will teach
you the tricks of the trade—how to rise to the top and stay in power, and how to enjoy the fruits of
your excellence. Featuring examples from the most successful leaders and regimes in the business,
including Kim Jong Il, Robert Mugabe, Muammar Gaddafi, Nicolae Ceausescu, François “Papa Doc”
Duvalier, and many others, this handy guide offers ten easy lessons on becoming and acting like a
dictator from how to rig an election and create your own personality cult to the dos and don’ts of
dictator fashion. Other topics include: how to become wealthy and spend your fortune, sleeping
around, expressing your literary genius, and how to avoid being toppled, exiled, and or meeting any
other dismal end. Combining black humor with political insights, How to Be a Dictator is peppered
with horrifying and hilarious stories from some of the most eccentric modern world leaders.
  modern dictators: How Politics Works DK, 2022-06-21 A jargon-free, highly visual e-guide to
every aspect of politics, from political philosophy to 21st-century activism. Discover everything you
need to know about political history and thought, and the inner workings of governments around the
world with this unique graphic guide. Combining clear, jargon-free language and bold, eye-catching
graphics, How Politics Works is a comprehensive and user-friendly e-guide to all aspects of politics.
Covering everything from political theory to methods of government, the ebook presents the ideas
and theories of key political philosophers, leaders, movements, and activists in a uniquely visual and
easy-to-understand way. Explaining political ideas on a conceptual level, entries explore how they
apply to governments, movements, and trends throughout history, along with 21st-century examples
such as the Feminist movement and #BlackLivesMatter. The ebook also shows how political history
is affected by economics, sociology, and the role of the media-an ever-relevant issue in the age of



fake news and cancel culture, and the current distrust of the economic forces behind certain areas
of the media. With its unique graphic approach and clear, authoritative text, How Politics Works is
the perfect introduction to the subject, and an ideal companion title to DK's The Politics Book in the
Big Ideas series.
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