metaphysical dictionary definition

metaphysical dictionary definition refers to the explanation and meaning of terms related to
metaphysics as found in specialized dictionaries or lexicons. Metaphysics is a branch of philosophy
that deals with the fundamental nature of reality, existence, and the relationships between mind and
matter, substance and attribute, fact and value. A metaphysical dictionary definition provides clear,
concise explanations of complex concepts such as being, causality, essence, and time, aiding
scholars, students, and enthusiasts in understanding this abstract field. This article explores the
significance of metaphysical dictionary definitions, the common terms encountered, and how these
definitions contribute to philosophical discourse and clarity. Additionally, it examines the evolution of
metaphysical terminology and the role of authoritative sources in shaping the understanding of
metaphysical concepts. The following sections will delve into these aspects in detail.
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Understanding Metaphysics and Its Importance

Metaphysics is a foundational branch of philosophy that examines the nature of reality beyond the
physical world. It seeks to answer questions about existence, objects and their properties, space and
time, cause and effect, and possibility. The metaphysical dictionary definition serves as a crucial tool
for unpacking these abstract ideas by providing precise meanings and clarifications. Understanding
metaphysics is essential for multiple disciplines, including theology, science, and ethics, as it frames
the context in which questions about reality and being are addressed.

The Scope of Metaphysics

The scope of metaphysics encompasses several core areas such as ontology (the study of being),
cosmology (the study of the universe), and philosophical theology (study of the divine). Each area has
specific terminology that requires clear definitions to facilitate meaningful discussion and analysis.
The metaphysical dictionary definition helps standardize this language, enabling coherent
communication among philosophers and scholars.

Why Precise Definitions Matter

Because metaphysics deals with abstract and often ambiguous concepts, precise definitions prevent



misunderstandings and misinterpretations. A metaphysical dictionary definition distills complex
philosophical jargon into accessible explanations, ensuring that readers grasp the nuances of terms
like “substance,” “accident,” or “essence.” This precision supports rigorous argumentation and
scholarly debate.

Key Terms in Metaphysical Dictionary Definitions

Metaphysical dictionaries catalog a wide range of terms fundamental to the study of metaphysics.
These definitions often include etymology, historical context, and philosophical interpretations, which
enrich the understanding of each concept. Below are some of the key terms commonly featured in
metaphysical dictionary definitions.

Being

In metaphysics, “being” refers to existence itself or the nature of existence. It is a central concept
that addresses what it means for something to be. The metaphysical dictionary definition of being
often distinguishes between different modes of existence, such as actual being, potential being, and
necessary being.

Substance

“Substance” is defined as that which exists independently and underlies all properties and changes. It
is considered the fundamental reality that possesses attributes but is not itself an attribute. The
definition typically contrasts substance with “accidents,” which are properties that do not exist
independently.

Essence

Essence denotes the intrinsic nature or indispensable quality of something that determines its
identity. Metaphysical dictionary definitions clarify how essence differs from existence, highlighting
debates in philosophical traditions such as essentialism and existentialism.

Cause and Effect

The relationship between cause and effect is pivotal in metaphysical inquiry. Definitions explain
causality as the principle that everything has a cause or reason for its occurrence, providing a
foundation for understanding change and interaction within the universe.

Time and Space

Time and space are fundamental categories in metaphysics. Metaphysical dictionary definitions
explore the nature of these dimensions, discussing whether they are absolute entities, relational
properties, or constructs of human perception.



The Role of Metaphysical Dictionaries in Philosophy

Metaphysical dictionaries play a vital role in philosophical studies by offering authoritative and
standardized definitions that underpin scholarly work. They serve as reference tools that enhance
clarity and consistency in the interpretation of metaphysical texts and arguments.

Supporting Academic Research

Researchers rely on metaphysical dictionary definitions to navigate complex philosophical literature.
These definitions provide a common framework that aids in comparing different philosophical systems
and schools of thought, ensuring accurate comprehension and citation.

Facilitating Interdisciplinary Dialogue

Given metaphysics’ intersection with science, theology, and ethics, metaphysical dictionary
definitions help bridge terminological gaps across disciplines. They enable experts from diverse fields
to engage with metaphysical concepts without ambiguity.

Preserving Philosophical Heritage

Metaphysical dictionaries document the historical development of concepts and their usage by
prominent philosophers. This preservation enriches contemporary understanding and highlights the
evolution of metaphysical thought over centuries.

Evolution of Metaphysical Terminology

The terminology of metaphysics has evolved significantly from ancient philosophy to modern times.
Metaphysical dictionary definitions reflect these changes, tracing how meanings have shifted in
response to new theories and cultural contexts.

Classical Origins

The origins of metaphysical terms can be found in the works of Plato and Aristotle, who laid the
groundwork for many key concepts. Early metaphysical dictionary definitions often reference these
foundational interpretations, which continue to influence modern philosophy.

Medieval and Renaissance Developments

During the medieval period, metaphysical terminology expanded to include theological dimensions,
integrating Aristotelian philosophy with religious doctrines. Renaissance thinkers further refined
definitions, emphasizing human reason and empirical observation.



Contemporary Changes

Modern metaphysical dictionary definitions incorporate insights from analytic philosophy,
phenomenology, and quantum physics, reflecting ongoing debates about the nature of reality and
existence. This evolution showcases the dynamic nature of metaphysical inquiry.

How to Use Metaphysical Dictionary Definitions
Effectively

Utilizing metaphysical dictionary definitions effectively requires a strategic approach that enhances
comprehension and application of metaphysical concepts in academic and intellectual contexts.

Contextual Reading

Always consider the context in which a metaphysical term is used. Definitions may vary slightly
depending on philosophical tradition or author, so understanding the broader discourse helps clarify
intended meanings.

Cross-Referencing Terms

Metaphysical concepts are deeply interconnected. Cross-referencing related terms within a
metaphysical dictionary can illuminate nuances and deepen understanding of complex ideas.

Applying Definitions to Analysis

Incorporate metaphysical dictionary definitions when analyzing philosophical arguments or
constructing theses. Precise usage of terminology strengthens the rigor and credibility of scholarly
work.

Common Tips for Using Metaphysical Dictionaries:

Choose authoritative and up-to-date sources for definitions.

Note variations in definitions across different philosophical schools.

Use definitions as starting points, supplementing with primary texts and commentaries.

Practice applying definitions in practical examples to solidify understanding.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the metaphysical dictionary definition?

Metaphysical, as defined in a dictionary, generally refers to things related to metaphysics, which is a
branch of philosophy that explores the fundamental nature of reality, existence, and the nature of
things beyond the physical world.

How does a dictionary define metaphysical concepts?

A dictionary defines metaphysical concepts as ideas that pertain to the abstract, theoretical, or
philosophical aspects of reality, such as existence, being, causality, and the nature of the universe
beyond empirical observation.

What is the origin of the term 'metaphysical’ according to
dictionary definitions?
Dictionaries often state that the term 'metaphysical’ originates from the Greek words 'meta’ meaning

'beyond' and 'physika' meaning 'physical,' referring to that which goes beyond the physical or natural
sciences.

How is 'metaphysical’' used in modern language based on
dictionary definitions?
In modern language, 'metaphysical’ is used to describe things related to the abstract or philosophical,

including questions about existence, reality, and spirituality, as well as sometimes describing poetry
or literature that explores these themes.

What synonyms for ‘'metaphysical’ are listed in dictionaries?

Common synonyms for 'metaphysical’ listed in dictionaries include philosophical, abstract,
transcendental, supernatural, and speculative.

Does the dictionary definition of 'metaphysical’ include
spiritual meanings?
Yes, many dictionary definitions of 'metaphysical' include spiritual or supernatural meanings, referring

to things beyond the physical realm or relating to the nature of the soul and existence beyond
material reality.

How do dictionaries differentiate 'metaphysical’ from
‘physical'?
Dictionaries differentiate 'metaphysical’ as relating to what is beyond the physical or material world,

often dealing with abstract concepts, while 'physical' pertains to tangible, material, or natural
phenomena that can be observed or measured.



What part of speech is 'metaphysical' according to dictionary
entries?

According to dictionary entries, 'metaphysical' is primarily used as an adjective describing something
related to metaphysics or abstract philosophical concepts.

Can 'metaphysical’ describe literature or poetry as per
dictionary explanations?

Yes, dictionaries often note that 'metaphysical' can describe a style of literature or poetry
characterized by abstract ideas, philosophical themes, and exploration of existence and reality.

How reliable are dictionary definitions for understanding
metaphysical concepts?

Dictionary definitions provide a basic and concise understanding of metaphysical concepts, but for
deeper comprehension, philosophical texts and academic sources are more reliable as metaphysics
involves complex and nuanced ideas.

Additional Resources

1. The Metaphysical Dictionary: A Comprehensive Guide to Fundamental Concepts

This book serves as an essential reference for students and scholars of metaphysics. It provides clear
and concise definitions of key metaphysical terms and concepts, making complex ideas accessible.
The dictionary covers topics from ontology to cosmology, helping readers build a solid foundation in
metaphysical philosophy.

2. Exploring Being: A Dictionary of Metaphysical Terms and Ideas

"Exploring Being" offers detailed explanations of pivotal metaphysical notions such as existence,
reality, and causality. The entries include historical context and philosophical interpretations, aiding
readers in understanding diverse perspectives. Ideal for both beginners and advanced learners, this
dictionary supports deeper inquiry into the nature of being.

3. Metaphysics Made Simple: An lllustrated Dictionary

This illustrated dictionary breaks down abstract metaphysical concepts with the help of visuals and
straightforward language. It aims to demystify topics like substance, essence, and universals for a
broad audience. The book is a valuable tool for those new to metaphysics or for educators seeking
clear teaching materials.

4. The Essential Metaphysical Dictionary: Definitions and Explanations

A concise yet thorough reference, this dictionary focuses on essential metaphysical vocabulary. Each
entry includes definitions, cross-references, and brief philosophical insights. It is designed to assist
readers in grasping the fundamental ideas that underpin metaphysical discourse.

5. Dictionary of Philosophical and Metaphysical Terms

This comprehensive dictionary bridges philosophy and metaphysics by cataloging terms used across
both fields. It provides etymologies, usage examples, and critical notes on contested concepts.
Readers benefit from its interdisciplinary approach, which highlights the interconnectedness of



metaphysical inquiry and philosophical thought.

6. A Beginner’s Dictionary of Metaphysics

Tailored for newcomers, this dictionary simplifies complex metaphysical terms without sacrificing
accuracy. It includes practical examples and analogies to illustrate abstract ideas such as dualism,
determinism, and free will. The book is an excellent starting point for anyone interested in exploring
metaphysical philosophy.

7. Metaphysical Glossary: Key Terms and Their Philosophical Origins

This glossary traces the historical roots of important metaphysical terms and explains their evolution
over time. It emphasizes how language shapes metaphysical understanding and offers insight into the
development of various schools of thought. The book is a helpful resource for those studying the
history of metaphysics.

8. The Cambridge Dictionary of Metaphysics and Ontology

Published by a leading academic press, this dictionary provides authoritative definitions and scholarly
commentary on metaphysical and ontological concepts. It is widely used in university courses and
research for its rigor and comprehensiveness. The entries are written by experts, ensuring reliability
and depth.

9. Metaphysical Concepts: A Thematic Dictionary

Organized thematically, this dictionary groups metaphysical terms into categories such as time,
identity, and causation. This structure helps readers understand how concepts interrelate within the
broader metaphysical landscape. It is a useful tool for thematic study and comparative analysis in
metaphysics.
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metaphysical dictionary definition: The Metaphysical Passion Sona Raiziss, 2017-01-30 This
book is a volume in the Penn Press Anniversary Collection. To mark its 125th anniversary in 2015,
the University of Pennsylvania Press rereleased more than 1,100 titles from Penn Press's
distinguished backlist from 1899-1999 that had fallen out of print. Spanning an entire century, the
Anniversary Collection offers peer-reviewed scholarship in a wide range of subject areas.

metaphysical dictionary definition: The Revealing Word: A Dictionary of Metaphysical
Terms Charles Fillmore, 2019-12-18 The Revealing Word offers to you the metaphysical meanings
and uses of words and phrases that frequently appear in New Thought publications, and many that
appear in the Bible. In addition to words that have religious significance, hundreds of words that are
in everyday use appear in this book. Thus, the reader is given inner meanings that he or she can
apply to daily living. All things in life are expressed in words. Equipped with the inner meanings of
words, a person can control all the issues of his or her life, from the insignificant to the great.

metaphysical dictionary definition: Metaphysical Thesaurus of Positive and Negative
Words Sarah Flowers, 2006-09-01 This practical little guide to the terms and bywords of
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metaphysics clarifies the shades of meaning ordinary words take on when used in a philosophical
context. Discover the esoteric significance of watchwords in a variety of categories: Spiritual Power
(curse, fear, esoteric, eternal), Thought Power (auto-suggestion, clairvoyance, harmony), Mind and
Body (apathy, ectoplasm, zeal), Deity (divine, inspiration, universal mind), Mystic (protective aura,
kismet, phantom), and more. This 1942 work extends its usefulness with its Chronological History of
the Metaphysical Religious Movements from 500 B.C. to Date. SARAH FLOWERS also wrote 1942's
Common Sense and Its Application in Everyday Life.

metaphysical dictionary definition: From Physics to Metaphysics: Philosophy and Allegory in
the Critical Writings of T. S. Eliot Fabio L. Vericat Pérez-Minguez, 2011-11-28 Antes de dedicarse
por completo a la literatura, T.S. Eliot fue un serio estudiante de filosofia. Este estudio pretende
determinar la importancia de este hecho en su desarrollo como critico literario. La intencién es
argumentar que el cambio que Eliot hizo de la filosofia a la literatura fue instigado con la esperanza
de encontrar en el campo literario un estilo que habia vencido durante sus estudios filoséficos.

metaphysical dictionary definition: The Century Dictionary and Cyclopedia: The Century
dictionary William Dwight Whitney, Benjamin Eli Smith, 1897

metaphysical dictionary definition: Going Too Far Robin Morgan, 2014-11-11 The personal
papers of one of feminism’s most passionate leaders, with a new preface by the author As an activist
for social justice, Robin Morgan has acquired a reputation for strong convictions and a life-affirming
way of expressing them through writing. Nowhere is this more evident than in Going Too Far, which
takes us behind the scenes in Morgan’s life and in the women’s movement until 1977. We watch the
development of an organizer who is a complex thinker while Morgan evolves as a mother, leader,
writer, and activist. Morgan’s keen eye is trained on all aspects of modern feminism, and this is
reflected in the juxtaposition of the journal entries and letters of her personal life with the essays
and polemics that shape her public persona. Her opinions on marriage, love, religion, pornography,
and art are as utterly fresh and timely today as they were decades ago. Her growing wisdom and
depth of perception are apparent in the book’s progression, and her last chapters, focused on what
she terms the “metaphysics of feminism,” will change a reader’s world view for the better—and
forever.

metaphysical dictionary definition: The Century Dictionary William Dwight Whitney, 1890

metaphysical dictionary definition: Metaphysical Dictionary Sunny Tangas, 2012-10-11 A
2nd Edition resource book on healing, meditation, channeling, visualization, distant visualization and
much more. Cultural spiritualism. Metaphysical dictionary is an umbrella word for definitions of
many avenues of spiritual belief such as new age, new thought, Eastern beliefs, Asian beliefs,
African beliefs and much more. It is meant to help and enhance one's own beliefs and growth.

metaphysical dictionary definition: God Pro Nobis Karin Johannesson, 2007 In theology and
the philosophy of religion questions concerning God's existence are often understood and discussed
in terms of metaphysical realism. Metaphysical realism, however, is a philosophically untenable
perspective, according to this study. Its impact on the philosophy of religion is therefore
problematic. By using arguments presented by W.V. Quine, Hilary Putnam and William P. Alston the
author shows why metaphysical realism is a philosophically untenable perspective and what this
implies when it comes to questions concerning God's existence. Drawing on the work of Putnam,
Michael Dummett and Donald Davidson, the author elaborates a non-metaphysical realist
perspective that she recommends as a philosophically tenable alternative that can be used in
theology and the philosophy of religion. Non-metaphysical realism, this study claims, encourages
philosophers of religion to engage in a fruitful reflection on present-day problems caused by the
phenomenon of religion and of importance to human beings living in today's society.

metaphysical dictionary definition: The History and Philosophy of the Metaphysical
Movements in America ]. Stillson Judah, 1967

metaphysical dictionary definition: A Dictionary of Religion and Ethics Shailer Mathews,
Gerald Birney Smith, 1921

metaphysical dictionary definition: Phenomena & Noumena Pauline Schiappa, 2018-04-10



Immanuel Kant (17241804) was an enlightenment philosopher who defined what is enlightenment?
For Kant, enlightenment became humans dare to become wise! Kant wrote many treatises based
upon his minds ideas of humans ability to reason a moral society. Kant addressed social notion that
human moral thought was a moral imperative toward acquiring a worthy society. Kant wrote a
treatise on Noumena. This book becomes a contemporary treatise relating earthly realitys
phenomena to the human minds innately known Noumena.

metaphysical dictionary definition: A Metaphysics for the Future Robert Allinson,
2024-11-01 This title was first published in 2001. This work is intended to serve not only as an
expression of a new idea of a philosophy, but as an apologia for philosophy as a legitimate and
independent discipline in its own right. It argues that in the 20th century, truth has not been
abandoned, but merely modified. The text proposes a return to truth and suggests that it is only
after apprehending the truths of consciousness that the philosopher's mirror may become a
kaleidoscope through which reality may be contemplated. First order truth lies in the realm of
discovery, and discovery takes place only within the moment of subjective re-enactment.

metaphysical dictionary definition: The Century Dictionary and Cyclopedia: The Century
dictionary ... prepared under the superintendence of William Dwight Whitney William
Dwight Whitney, Benjamin Eli Smith, 1899

metaphysical dictionary definition: The Century Dictionary: The Century dictionary , 1895

metaphysical dictionary definition: Toward a Spiritual Research Paradigm Jing Lin, Rebecca
L. Oxford, Tom E. Culham, 2016-07-01 Spirituality and spiritual experiences have been the bedrock
of every civilization and together form one of the highest mechanisms for making sense of the world
for billions of people. Current research paradigms, due to their limitation to empirical, sensory,
psychologically, or culturally constructed realities, fail to provide a framework for exploring this
essential area of human experience. The development of a spiritual research paradigm will provide
researchers from the social sciences and education the tools and abilities to systematically explore
fundamental questions regarding human spiritual experiences and spiritual growth. A spiritual
research paradigm requires an ontology that considers all reality to be multidimensional,
interconnected, and interdependent. It requires an epistemology that integrates knowing from outer
sources as well as inner contemplation, acknowledging our integration of soul and spirit with the
body and mind. Three additional aspects are useful to a spiritual research paradigm: axiology,
methodology, and teleology. An axiology concerns what is valued, good, and ethical. A methodology
is the appropriate approach to systematic inquiry. A fifth and less frequently mentioned aspect is
teleology, an explanation of the goal or end (telos) to which new knowledge is applied, such as
gaining wisdom and truth, touching the divine, increasing inner peace, exploring hidden dimensions,
or improving society. This book takes the first step to develop such a research paradigm. We draw
from world spiritual traditions as well as scholarship that has arisen from contemplative practices.
We also attempt to build a bridge between science and spirituality. Spiritual research is not
necessarily opposed to scientific research; in fact, each can shed light on the other.

metaphysical dictionary definition: The Latest Testament Baron De Importare, 2010-12-02

metaphysical dictionary definition: The Century Dictionary, 1914

metaphysical dictionary definition: Jim Henson and Philosophy Timothy Dale, Joseph Foy,
2015-07-15 Jim Henson'’s creations have inspired generations with characters that are among the
world’s most recognizable cultural icons. From Kermit the Frog, Miss Piggy and their Muppet
friends to the legendary Sesame Street and Children’s Television Workshop, Henson revolutionized
children’s educational entertainment. Combining live action and puppeteering into fantastical
narratives like The Dark Crystal and Labyrinth, as well as the whimsical Fraggle Rock and The
Storyteller, Henson transformed imagination into reality, weaving together powerful philosophical
messages on identity, community, diversity, love, death, and friendship. Henson never shied away
from exploring deep questions, nor did he underestimate the ability of children (or adults) to grapple
with profound philosophical questions. Jim Henson and Philosophy explores the entertaining and
educational world of the genius’s creations, revealing what it is about Henson’s world that has




touched us so deeply and improved our lives in such meaningful ways. Contributions by: Lauren
Ashwell, Kimberly Baltzer-Jaray, David R. Burns, Samantha Brennan, Amanda Cawston, Brooke
Covington, Christopher M. Culp, Ryan Cox, Natalie M. Fletcher, Victoria Hubbell, Dena Hurst,
Christopher Ketcham, S. Evan Kreider, Shaun Leonard, Jennifer Marra, Michael ]J. Muniz, Laurel
Ralston, Rhona Trauvitch, and Sheryl Tuttle Ross

metaphysical dictionary definition: Levinas for Psychologists Leswin Laubscher, 2023-11-03
Levinas for Psychologists provides a rigorous, yet accessible, examination of Emmanuel Levinas’s
philosophy and its implications for psychology and the human and social sciences. Comprehensive in
scope, this book traces Levinas’s thought across the arc of his oeuvre, from the earliest works to the
last interviews and essays. Laubscher provides numerous examples of how Levinas’s thought
challenges current clinical and psychotherapeutic work, psychological theory, social science
research, and social theory but also offers promising alternatives. Such alternative ways to think and
practice psychology are richly illuminated by accessible examples from therapy, research, and the
social everyday. The volume makes Levinas’s dense and demanding philosophical language
comprehensible and accessible, without losing the radical, profound, and poetic qualities of the
original. Issues of justice, racism, and nature are addressed throughout, and these insights and
conclusions are placed within a contemporary context. This book is essential reading for
psychologists, philosophers, and anyone interested in the legacy of Levinas’s work.
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