
merrick garland hearings

merrick garland hearings marked a significant moment in contemporary American
judicial history, reflecting the complex interplay between politics and the
judicial nomination process. These hearings focused on the nomination of
Merrick Garland to the Supreme Court, a decision that sparked intense debate
and procedural maneuvers in the Senate. The hearings underscored the
political climate surrounding Supreme Court appointments and highlighted the
strategic considerations of both parties in the confirmation process. This
article provides a detailed examination of the merrick garland hearings,
exploring the timeline, key arguments, political reactions, and the broader
implications for the U.S. judicial system. Readers will gain a comprehensive
understanding of the events and significance of these hearings through an in-
depth analysis of the nomination and confirmation process.
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Background of Merrick Garland's Nomination

The merrick garland hearings were initiated following President Barack
Obama’s nomination of Merrick Garland to the Supreme Court in March 2016.
Garland, then serving as the Chief Judge of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
District of Columbia Circuit, was widely regarded as a moderate and highly
qualified jurist. His nomination came after the passing of Justice Antonin
Scalia, creating a vacancy on the nation’s highest court. The decision to
nominate Garland was strategic, aiming to appeal to moderate senators and
demonstrate a commitment to a balanced judiciary.

Profile of Merrick Garland

Merrick Garland's legal career spans several decades, including serving in
the Department of Justice and as a federal appellate judge. His reputation
for pragmatism and consensus-building made him a notable candidate for the
Supreme Court. Garland’s judicial philosophy was generally characterized as
centrist, with an emphasis on legal precedent and careful interpretation of
the Constitution.

Context of the 2016 Supreme Court Vacancy

The vacancy caused by Justice Scalia’s death occurred during a politically
charged presidential election year. The Senate, controlled by the Republican
Party, faced a decision on whether to confirm President Obama’s nominee or



delay the process until after the upcoming election. This context heavily
influenced the proceedings and ultimately shaped the outcome of Garland’s
nomination.

Senate Judiciary Committee Hearings

The merrick garland hearings in the Senate Judiciary Committee were a pivotal
stage in the confirmation process. These hearings are typically designed to
evaluate a nominee's qualifications, judicial philosophy, and potential
impact on the Supreme Court. However, Garland’s hearings were notably
different due to the Republican Senate majority's decision to delay
consideration.

Nomination Process and Senate Response

Following the nomination, the Senate Judiciary Committee was expected to hold
hearings to question Garland and assess his suitability for the Supreme
Court. Instead, Senate Majority Leader at the time, Mitch McConnell,
announced that the Senate would not hold hearings or a vote on the
nomination, arguing that the next president should fill the vacancy. This
unprecedented move effectively stalled the confirmation process.

Procedural Aspects and Senate Rules

The decision to block hearings was based on Senate customs rather than formal
rules, with Republicans citing the “Biden Rule” as precedent for delaying
Supreme Court nominations in an election year. The Senate Judiciary Committee
thus did not convene to conduct traditional hearings, leaving Garland’s
nomination in procedural limbo until the expiration of the 114th Congress.

Political Reactions and Controversies

The merrick garland hearings and the associated Senate blockade generated
intense political debate and widespread controversy. The refusal to hold
hearings was criticized by Democrats and legal experts as a departure from
established norms and an erosion of the Senate’s advice and consent
responsibilities under the Constitution.

Democratic Party’s Perspective

Democrats viewed the Senate’s inaction as a politically motivated obstruction
that undermined the judiciary’s independence. They argued that Garland was a
consensus nominee deserving of a fair hearing and that the blockade set a
dangerous precedent for future Supreme Court nominations. The Democratic
Party emphasized the importance of upholding the Senate’s constitutional duty
to consider presidential nominations in a timely manner.



Republican Party’s Justification

Republicans defended their decision by asserting that the timing of the
vacancy justified postponement until after the 2016 presidential election.
They claimed that allowing the next elected president to make the appointment
was consistent with democratic principles and the Senate’s historical
practices in election years. This stance was a key element of the broader
political strategy during the 2016 election cycle.

Public and Media Reactions

The general public and media outlets were sharply divided in their responses.
Some commentators saw the blockade as a strategic political victory for the
Republican Party, while others condemned it as a breakdown of bipartisan
cooperation. The controversy highlighted the increasing polarization
surrounding Supreme Court appointments and the political stakes involved.

Impact on the Supreme Court and Judicial
Appointments

The outcome of the merrick garland hearings had significant ramifications for
the Supreme Court and the judicial appointment process. The Senate’s refusal
to act on Garland’s nomination left the seat vacant for nearly a year,
ultimately allowing the subsequent presidential administration to nominate a
different justice.

Vacancy Duration and Subsequent Nomination

The vacancy remained open until early 2017, when President Donald Trump
nominated Neil Gorsuch to the Supreme Court. Gorsuch’s confirmation proceeded
with hearings and a Senate vote, contrasting sharply with the stalled Garland
nomination. This sequence altered the ideological balance of the Court,
contributing to a conservative majority.

Long-Term Effects on Judicial Confirmation Norms

The merrick garland hearings underscored the increasing politicization of
Supreme Court nominations and the willingness of Senate majorities to
leverage procedural tactics. This event influenced later nominations and
shaped the expectations for Senate conduct during judicial confirmations,
contributing to a more contentious and partisan process.

Influence on Future Election Year Nominations

The handling of Garland’s nomination set a precedent for how Supreme Court
vacancies might be addressed in election years. It raised questions about the
Senate’s role and the balance between political strategy and constitutional
responsibility, issues that continued to affect judicial appointments in
subsequent administrations.



Legacy of the Merrick Garland Hearings

The merrick garland hearings remain a defining episode in the history of
Supreme Court nominations. While Garland’s nomination did not culminate in
confirmation, the hearings and the surrounding political maneuvers have left
a lasting impact on the judicial appointment landscape and Senate procedures.

Reflections on Judicial Independence

The hearings sparked ongoing discussions about the importance of maintaining
judicial independence and the risks of politicizing the nomination process.
Legal scholars and policymakers continue to debate how to preserve the
integrity of the Supreme Court and ensure that confirmations are conducted
fairly.

Subsequent Career of Merrick Garland

Despite the stalled Supreme Court nomination, Merrick Garland continued to
serve in prominent legal roles. In 2021, he was appointed as the U.S.
Attorney General, demonstrating continued trust in his legal expertise and
public service commitment.

Lessons for Future Nominations

The merrick garland hearings offer valuable lessons regarding the interplay
between politics and judicial appointments. Key takeaways include:

The critical role of Senate cooperation in the confirmation process.

The potential consequences of politicizing judicial nominations.

The importance of balancing democratic principles with institutional
responsibilities.

The impact of nomination timing on Senate procedures and outcomes.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Merrick Garland and why was he nominated for
Attorney General?

Merrick Garland is a federal judge and legal expert who was nominated by
President Joe Biden to serve as the U.S. Attorney General due to his
extensive judicial experience and reputation for fairness.

What were the main topics discussed during the



Merrick Garland confirmation hearings?

The hearings focused on Garland's views on key issues such as criminal
justice reform, voting rights, civil rights enforcement, and his approach to
prosecuting white-collar crime and domestic terrorism.

How did senators question Merrick Garland regarding
his past judicial rulings?

Senators asked Garland about specific cases he presided over to assess his
judicial philosophy, impartiality, and how his past decisions might influence
his role as Attorney General.

What concerns did Republican senators raise during
the Merrick Garland hearings?

Republican senators expressed concerns about Garland's potential approach to
law enforcement, his stance on immigration policies, and whether he would
aggressively pursue investigations into the previous administration.

How did Merrick Garland address questions about
protecting voting rights during the hearings?

Garland emphasized his commitment to enforcing federal voting rights laws and
ensuring that all eligible voters have fair access to the polls, highlighting
the importance of combating voter suppression.

What was the outcome of the Merrick Garland
confirmation hearings?

After the hearings, the Senate Judiciary Committee voted to advance Garland's
nomination, and he was subsequently confirmed by the full Senate to become
the U.S. Attorney General.

Why were the Merrick Garland hearings considered
significant in the current political climate?

The hearings were significant because they took place amid heightened
political polarization, with Garland expected to address pressing issues like
civil rights protections, the rule of law, and responses to domestic
extremism.

Additional Resources
1. The Garland Confirmation: A Nation Divided
This book provides an in-depth look at the contentious Senate hearings
surrounding Merrick Garland's Supreme Court nomination. It explores the
political strategies employed by both parties and the impact of the hearings
on the judicial nomination process. The author offers a comprehensive
analysis of the constitutional implications and the long-term effects on the
Supreme Court's composition.

2. Merrick Garland and the Battle for the Supreme Court



Focusing on the 2016 nomination, this book details the political drama that
unfolded when President Obama nominated Garland to the Supreme Court. It
highlights the Senate’s refusal to hold hearings and the broader partisan
battles that defined the era. The narrative sheds light on the role of the
judiciary in American politics and the precedent set by the blockade.

3. Justice Delayed: The Merrick Garland Nomination Crisis
This work examines the unprecedented delay in the confirmation process of
Merrick Garland and its ramifications for the Supreme Court and the American
legal system. The author discusses the constitutional questions raised and
the historical context of judicial appointments. It is a critical read for
understanding the balance of power between the executive and legislative
branches.

4. The Garland Hearings: Politics, Power, and the Supreme Court
A detailed account of the Senate hearings and the political maneuvering that
characterized Merrick Garland's Supreme Court nomination. The book delves
into the role of Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell and the strategic
considerations behind the refusal to proceed. It also considers the impact on
public trust in government institutions.

5. Unconfirmed: The Story of Merrick Garland's Supreme Court Nomination
This title offers a narrative-driven exploration of Merrick Garland's
nomination journey, from announcement to ultimate rejection by the Senate. It
provides personal insights into Garland’s career and the political
environment of 2016. The book also reflects on the consequences for future
judicial nominations.

6. Gridlock on the Bench: The Politics Behind the Garland Hearings
Analyzing the partisan gridlock that stalled Merrick Garland's confirmation,
this book explores the intersection of politics and judiciary appointments.
It discusses the strategic calculations by both parties and the repercussions
for the Supreme Court's legitimacy. The author offers perspectives from
lawmakers, legal experts, and political analysts.

7. Supreme Court Standoff: Merrick Garland’s Unheard Case
This book examines the standoff in the Senate that prevented Merrick Garland
from receiving a hearing, focusing on the broader implications for democracy
and the rule of law. It contextualizes the event within the history of
Supreme Court nominations and political obstruction. The author argues for
reforms to protect the nomination process from partisan interference.

8. The Nomination That Never Was: Merrick Garland and the 2016 Supreme Court
Vacancy
Offering a chronological recounting of the events surrounding Garland’s
nomination, this book highlights the political tactics that led to an empty
Supreme Court seat for nearly a year. It discusses how this vacancy
influenced the 2016 presidential election and the future of the Court. The
book serves as a case study in political strategy and judicial politics.

9. From Nominee to Non-Event: The Merrick Garland Confirmation Saga
This title explores how Merrick Garland’s nomination became a pivotal moment
in American political history without ever reaching a formal Senate vote. It
analyzes the intersection of partisanship, institutional norms, and
presidential power. The author offers insights into how this saga reshaped
expectations for Supreme Court nominations in the 21st century.
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the Judiciary United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on the Judiciary, 1980
  merrick garland hearings: Justice on Trial Mollie Hemingway, Carrie Severino, 2019-07-09 #1
NATIONAL BESTSELLER! Justice Anthony Kennedy slipped out of the Supreme Court building on
June 27, 2018, and traveled incognito to the White House to inform President Donald Trump that he
was retiring, setting in motion a political process that his successor, Brett Kavanaugh, would
denounce three months later as a “national disgrace” and a “circus.” Justice on Trial, the definitive
insider’s account of Kavanaugh’s appointment to the Supreme Court, is based on extraordinary
access to more than one hundred key figures—including the president, justices, and senators—in
that ferocious political drama. The Trump presidency opened with the appointment of Neil Gorsuch
to succeed the late Antonin Scalia on the Supreme Court. But the following year, when Trump drew
from the same list of candidates for his nomination of Brett Kavanaugh, the justice being replaced
was the swing vote on abortion, and all hell broke loose. The judicial confirmation process, on the
point of breakdown for thirty years, now proved utterly dysfunctional. Unverified accusations of
sexual assault became weapons in a ruthless campaign of personal destruction, culminating in the
melodramatic hearings in which Kavanaugh’s impassioned defense resuscitated a nomination that
seemed beyond saving. The Supreme Court has become the arbiter of our nation’s most vexing and
divisive disputes. With the stakes of each vacancy incalculably high, the incentive to destroy a
nominee is nearly irresistible. The next time a nomination promises to change the balance of the
Court, Hemingway and Severino warn, the confirmation fight will be even uglier than Kavanaugh’s.
A good person might accept that nomination in the naïve belief that what happened to Kavanaugh
won’t happen to him because he is a good person. But it can happen, it does happen, and it just
happened. The question is whether America will let it happen again.
  merrick garland hearings: Political Control of America's Courts Helena Silverstein,
2023-01-18 This volume explores the many ways in which politics shapes the allegedly nonpartisan
judicial system in America, ranging from how judges are selected to the bench to how they rule
when they get there. Each title in the Contemporary Debates series examines the veracity of
controversial claims or beliefs surrounding a major political/cultural issue in the United States. Each
book gives readers a clear and unbiased understanding of current high-interest issues by informing
them about falsehoods, half-truths, and misconceptions-and confirming the factual validity of other
assertions-that have gained traction in America's cultural and political discourse. This volume in the
series provides a deeply researched and even-handed account of the relationship between America's
judicial branch-which is supposed to view law through a nonpartisan lens-and the sometimes
poisonous partisanship that is such a notorious factor in the nation's other two branches of
government. Is political combat over judicial nominations worse than ever before? What impact is
the politicization of the courts having on public faith in the legitimacy of the courts and our wider
political system? Was former Supreme Court justice Sandra Day right when she asserted that
judicial independence is a bedrock principle of our court system, and we are losing it? This work will
provide insights into all these questions and more.
  merrick garland hearings: Supreme Disorder Ilya Shapiro, 2020-09-22 NAMED ONE OF THE
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BEST BOOKS OF 2021: POLITICS BY THE WALL STREET JOURNAL A must-read for anyone
interested in the Supreme Court.—MIKE LEE, Republican senator from Utah Politics have always
intruded on Supreme Court appointments. But although the Framers would recognize the way
justices are nominated and confirmed today, something is different. Why have appointments to the
high court become one of the most explosive features of our system of government? As Ilya Shapiro
makes clear in Supreme Disorder, this problem is part of a larger phenomenon. As government has
grown, its laws reaching even further into our lives, the courts that interpret those laws have
become enormously powerful. If we fight over each new appointment as though everything were at
stake, it’s because it is. When decades of constitutional corruption have left us subject to an
all-powerful tribunal, passions are sure to flare on the infrequent occasions when the political
system has an opportunity to shape it. And so we find the process of judicial appointments verging
on dysfunction. Shapiro weighs the many proposals for reform, from the modest (term limits) to the
radical (court-packing), but shows that there can be no quick fix for a judicial system suffering a
crisis of legitimacy. And in the end, the only measure of the Court’s legitimacy that matters is the
extent to which it maintains, or rebalances, our constitutional order.
  merrick garland hearings: Confirmation Hearings on the Nominations of Thomas Perrelli,
Nominee to be Associate Attorney General of the United States and Elena Kagan, Nominee to be
Solicitor General of the United States United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on the Judiciary,
2009
  merrick garland hearings: Unwoke Ted Cruz, 2023-11-07 Our institutions have gone woke.
Everybody knows that. But nobody has come up with a way to stop it. Until now. In this hard-hitting
new book, Senator Ted Cruz delivers a realistic battle plan for defeating the woke assault on
America. The Democratic Party is now controlled by Cultural Marxists. So are our universities and
public schools, the media, Big Tech, and Big Business. Corporations push transgenderism down their
customers' throats. Banks punish gun shops. Hollywood insults our religious beliefs and grooms our
children. The big investment companies use our retirement savings to promote leftist causes. And
the Biden administration has turned our military into an indoctrination camp, neglected
transportation safety to focus on climate change, and persecuted peaceful pro-lifers while leaving
prochoice arsonists at large. The son of Cuban immigrants who fled communist oppression, Cruz is
uniquely equipped to fight the woke revolution. He eloquently explains how Cultural Marxism got a
foothold in America, how it progressed, and how, in precise steps, we can fight back to regain our
institutions, regain our country—and win the future for our children. Bold, practical, and necessary,
Unwoke is the book we need to restore the America we love.
  merrick garland hearings: Foreign Entanglements Arnaud Develay, 2024-03-01
“Hard-hitting and comprehensive, Develay’s investigative treatise uncovers the real nexus of
Ukrainian and U.S. Democratic Party establishment corruption. For anyone interested in what really
happened, this book should be at the top of their reading list.” Patrick Henningsen, journalist and
founder of 21st Century Wire The freight train that is the conflict in Ukraine inexorably advances to
its final destination. Each one of its passengers feels inextricably trapped onboard as the infernal
machine acquires more speed and time runs out for an off-ramp. For years, the exit signs have
succeeded one another so as to turn into an ever more indistinguishable blur: The Minsk
Agreements, the late 2021 Russian proposal to Washington on security guarantees, the aborted
peace negotiations held in Istanbul at the onset of the war. All that remains is the (increasing)
background noise of random security experts, pundits and occasional reality-based politicians
offering the notion that maybe Ukraine might just not be able to win the West’s proxy war with
Russia. Why won’t sensible heads in Washington own up to the situation and call it a day? Why does
the West keep sending Ukraine billions of dollars better spent at home while exhorting Ukraine to
send countless young (and old and female) Ukrainians to certain death? What is it about Ukraine
that seems to prevent the foreign policy Blob from finding a way out, as happened in Korea,
Viet-Nam and Cambodia? Can it be because Ukraine remains to this day the exclusive playground of
a concentration of interests which, taken all together, constitute a who’s who of the Washington



Establishment—including DARPA, DTRA, the EcoHealth Alliance, and the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation to name but a few. For years, Kiev had served as a home away from home to US political
figures and their offspring, furthering Ukraine’s deserved reputation for being one of the most
corrupt places on Earth. For years, Ukraine offered all of them opportunities to advance their
respective projects and operate with total impunity. Arnaud Develay dives into the murky waters of
Washington’s “external management” of Ukraine dating back to the infamous Maidan coup d’état
and extending forward to include the political weaponization of law and elections foibles, past and
forthcoming, reflecting the fracturing of the American political class. It’s one hell of an expose, full
of the nitty-gritty on how America seems ready and willing to tear itself apart.
  merrick garland hearings: Confirmation Hearing on the Nominations of Jay B. Stephens
to be Associate Attorney General and Benigno G. Reyna to be Director of the U.S. Marshals
Service United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on the Judiciary, 2002
  merrick garland hearings: Confirmation Hearing on the Nomination of Brett M. Kavanaugh to
be Circuit Judge for the District of Columbia Circuit United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on
the Judiciary, 2005 Technology Careers, gives details of specific jobs such as electronics engineer,
game developer, broadcast engineer, web designer, and systems analyst, and more, and describes
longterm career paths and wider opportunities. Additionally, this title features a table of contents,
glossary, index, color photographs, jobfinding tips, recommended books and websites for further
exploration.
  merrick garland hearings: Confirmation Hearing on the Nomination of Brett Kavanaugh to be
Circuit Judge for the District of Columbia Circuit United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on the
Judiciary, 2006
  merrick garland hearings: Confirmation Hearing on the Nomination of John G. Roberts, Jr. to
be Chief Justice of the United States United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on the Judiciary,
2005
  merrick garland hearings: Hearing on the Nominations of Michael Dourson, Matthew
Leopold, David Ross, and William Wehrum to be Assistant Administrators of the
Environmental Protection Agency and Jeffery Baran to be a Member of the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Environment and Public
Works, 2017
  merrick garland hearings: Understanding Reproduction in Social Contexts Caitlin Killian,
2025-06-12 In today's post-Roe world, U.S. maternal mortality is on the rise and laws regarding
contraception, involuntary sterilization, access to reproductive health services, and criminalization
of people who are gestating are changing by the minute. Using a reproductive justice framework,
Understanding Reproduction in Social Contexts walks students through the social landscape around
reproduction through the life course. Chapters by cutting-edge reproductive scholars, practitioners,
and advocates address the social control of fertility and pregnancy, the promises and perils of
assisted reproductive technologies, experiences of pregnancy, miscarriage, abortion, and birth, and
how individuals make sense of and respond to the cultural, social, and political forces that condition
their reproductive lives. The book takes an intersectional approach and considers how gender,
sexuality, fatness, disability, class, race, and immigration status impact both an individual's health
and the healthcare they receive. The inclusion of timely topics such as increased legal limitations on
abortion, transpeople and reproduction, and new developments in assisted reproduction and family
formation, speaks to the current generation of students. An essential text for undergraduate and
graduate courses on families, gender, public health, reproduction, and sexuality.
  merrick garland hearings: Power and Politics in the Media Robert X. Browning,
2023-12-15 Power and Politics in the Media: The Year in C-SPAN Archives Research, Volume 9
features articles from multiple disciplines that use the C-SPAN Video Library to explore recent
controversies in American politics. Topics covered include Supreme Court nominations, Supreme
Court oral arguments, rhetoric on disasters and COVID-19, and the effect of clothing on the approval
of women in power. What unites these topics is the unique use of the video record of C-SPAN to



explore the intersections of politics, power, rhetoric, and the media in the contemporary United
States. Written in accessible prose, this volume showcases some of the most pressing issues today in
a variety of political and communication issues while demonstrating video research methodologies.
  merrick garland hearings: The Trial Publishers Lunch, 2022-09-20 Required Reading In the
book publishing tradition of preserving the full record of significant events and documents, THE
TRIAL presents the significant day-by-day antitrust trial coverage and insider analysis from
Publishers Lunch with an edited version of the full public testimony and all of the key pre- and
post-trial documents and filings.
  merrick garland hearings: AmGov Christine Barbour, 2025-01-20 All the fundamentals. No
fluff. Learn more with less! AmGov: Long Story Short helps students learn the nuts and bolts of
American Government. Unlike competitors, this bestseller responds to the need for quick studying
and skimming with ten succinct chapters that make it easy to read, revisit, and return to content
quickly. Reading aids like bullets, annotations, and arrows walk students through important facts
and break up the material in short, engaging bites of information. Though brief, the Fourth Edition
of this core book is still robust and current enough to provide everything that students need to be
successful in their American Government course. Whether for the on-the-go student who doesn’t
have time to read and digest a lengthy chapter, or for the instructor who wants a book that will stay
out of their way and leave room for plenty of supplementary reading and activities, AmGov provides
a perfectly simplified foundation.
  merrick garland hearings: It's Not Personal Logan Dancey, Kjersten Rya Nelson, Eve Megan
Ringsmuth, 2020-04-21 In order to be confirmed to a lifetime appointment on the federal bench, all
district and circuit court nominees must appear before the Senate Judiciary Committee for a
confirmation hearing. Despite their relatively low profile, these lower court judges make up 99
percent of permanent federal judgeships and decide cases that relate to a wide variety of policy
areas. To uncover why senators hold confirmation hearings for lower federal court nominees and the
value of these proceedings more generally, the authors analyzed transcripts for all district and
circuit court confirmation hearings between 1993 and 2012, the largest systematic analysis of lower
court confirmation hearings to date. The book finds that the time-consuming practice of confirmation
hearings for district and circuit court nominees provides an important venue for senators to
advocate on behalf of their policy preferences and bolster their chances of being re-elected. The
wide variation in lower court nominees’ experiences before the Judiciary Committee exists because
senators pursue these goals in different ways, depending on the level of controversy surrounding a
nominee. Ultimately, the findings inform a (re)assessment of the role hearings play in ensuring
quality judges, providing advice and consent, and advancing the democratic values of transparency
and accountability.
  merrick garland hearings: The Obama Legacy Bert A. Rockman, Andrew Rudalevige,
2019-05-31 “Hope” and “change” were the keywords of President Barack Obama’s 2008 campaign,
and in his farewell address on January 10, 2017, he cited the evidence that he’d delivered—from
reversing the Great Recession, rebooting the auto industry, and unleashing the longest stretch of job
creation in the nation’s history to winning marriage equality and securing the right to health
insurance for another 20 million citizens. At the same time, and with a view to the country’s divisive
polarization, he made a plea for “the decency of our people” and “the sense of common purpose that
we so badly need right now.” In hindsight, it is increasingly possible to understand whether and how
Obama’s legacy matched his rhetoric as well as to evaluate from various angles what his presidency
accomplished and what this has meant for US politics, public policy, and civic life going forward. In
The Obama Legacy some of the leading observers and scholars of US politics take up this challenge.
In twelve essays these writers examine Obama’s choices, operating style, and opportunities taken
and missed as well as the institutional and political constraints on the president’s policy agenda.
What were Obama’s personal characteristics as a leader? What were the policy aspirations, output,
and strategy of his presidency? What was his role as a political and public leader to the various
constituencies needed to generate presidential power? And how did his presidency interact with



other political forces? Addressing these questions and others, the authors analyze Obama’s
preferences, tactics, successes, and shortcomings with an eye toward balancing the personal and
institutional factors that underlie each—all the while considering how resilient or fragile Obama’s
legacy will be in the face of the Trump administration’s eager efforts to dismantle it.
  merrick garland hearings: Constitutional Idolatry and Democracy Brian Christopher Jones,
2020-06-26 Constitutional Idolatry and Democracy investigates the increasingly important subject of
constitutional idolatry and its effects on democracy. Focussed around whether the UK should draft a
single written constitution, it suggests that constitutions have been drastically and persistently
over-sold throughout the years, and that their wider importance and effects are not nearly as
significant as constitutional advocates maintain. Chapters analyse whether written constitutions can
educate the citizenry, invigorate voter turnout, or deliver ‘We the People’ sovereignty.
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