
medical sociology

medical sociology is a specialized field within sociology that examines the
social dimensions of health, illness, and medical care. It focuses on how
social factors such as class, race, gender, and cultural beliefs influence
health outcomes and access to healthcare services. By analyzing the
interactions between society and medicine, medical sociology provides
critical insights into the organization of healthcare systems, patient
experiences, and health disparities. This discipline integrates theories and
methods from both sociology and medicine to better understand the social
determinants of health and the implications for public policy. Key topics in
medical sociology include health behavior, the doctor-patient relationship,
healthcare inequalities, and the impact of social institutions on health.
This article will explore the foundational concepts, major themes, and
practical applications of medical sociology, highlighting its importance in
improving health equity and healthcare delivery.
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Foundations of Medical Sociology

Medical sociology emerged as a distinct subfield in the mid-20th century,
focusing on the interplay between society and health. It is rooted in the
broader discipline of sociology but incorporates medical knowledge to analyze
how social environments affect health outcomes. Early sociologists studied
the social causes of disease and the role of healthcare professionals in
society, establishing a framework for understanding health beyond biological
factors. This interdisciplinary approach bridges gaps between medicine,
public health, and social sciences.

Historical Development

The origins of medical sociology can be traced to social theorists like Emile
Durkheim, who explored the social causes of suicide and mental health. In the
1950s and 1960s, the formalization of medical sociology occurred through
institutional support and academic programs, leading to extensive research on
health behaviors, medical institutions, and healthcare delivery. These
foundations helped establish medical sociology as a vital field for
addressing complex health issues from a social perspective.



Interdisciplinary Nature

Medical sociology collaborates closely with disciplines such as epidemiology,
psychology, anthropology, and health policy. This interdisciplinary nature
allows for comprehensive analyses of health phenomena, combining sociological
theories with clinical and public health data to understand how societal
structures impact health and illness.

Key Concepts and Theories in Medical Sociology

Medical sociology employs a range of concepts and theoretical frameworks to
analyze health-related issues. These theories help explain the social
construction of illness, patient behavior, and the dynamics within healthcare
settings. Understanding these concepts is essential to grasp how social
factors influence medical outcomes and healthcare experiences.

Social Construction of Illness

This concept emphasizes that illness is not solely a biological phenomenon
but is also shaped by social meanings and cultural interpretations. Medical
sociology examines how certain conditions become recognized as illnesses and
how societal attitudes influence patients’ experiences and treatment
approaches.

Health Behavior Theories

Theories such as the Health Belief Model and the Theory of Planned Behavior
explain how individuals' perceptions and social influences affect health-
related decisions. These models help medical sociologists understand patterns
in health promotion, disease prevention, and adherence to medical advice.

Structural-Functionalism and Conflict Theory

Structural-functionalism views health and illness as integral parts of social
systems, emphasizing the role of medical institutions in maintaining social
order. In contrast, conflict theory highlights inequalities within
healthcare, focusing on power dynamics and disparities based on socioeconomic
status, race, and gender.

Social Determinants of Health

Social determinants of health refer to the conditions in which people are
born, grow, live, work, and age that influence their health outcomes. Medical
sociology studies these factors extensively to understand how social
environments contribute to health disparities and unequal access to care.

Economic Status and Health

Income and wealth significantly impact access to healthcare, nutrition, and



living conditions, which in turn affect overall health. Lower socioeconomic
status is correlated with higher rates of chronic diseases and reduced life
expectancy.

Education and Health Literacy

Education influences health by shaping individuals’ knowledge, attitudes, and
behaviors related to health. Higher education levels are generally associated
with better health outcomes and greater ability to navigate healthcare
systems.

Social Support Networks

Strong social ties and community connections can improve health outcomes by
providing emotional support, practical assistance, and access to health
resources. Medical sociology examines how social isolation or integration
affects mental and physical health.

Healthcare Systems and Medical Institutions

The organization and functioning of healthcare systems play a crucial role in
determining health outcomes across populations. Medical sociology analyzes
the structure, roles, and interactions within medical institutions to assess
their effectiveness and equity.

Medical Profession and Roles

The sociological study of the medical profession explores the socialization
of healthcare providers, professional authority, and interprofessional
relationships. This includes examining how norms, ethics, and power influence
clinical practice and patient care.

Access and Barriers to Healthcare

Access to healthcare services is affected by multiple social factors,
including insurance coverage, geographic location, and systemic biases.
Medical sociology investigates these barriers to identify ways to improve
healthcare accessibility and quality.

Healthcare Delivery Models

Diverse healthcare delivery models, such as primary care, specialty care, and
community health services, are examined to understand their impact on patient
outcomes and system efficiency. Sociologists analyze how these models address
or perpetuate health inequities.



Health Disparities and Inequality

One of the central concerns in medical sociology is the persistent health
disparities observed among different social groups. These inequalities
reflect broader social injustices and require comprehensive analysis to
inform policy interventions.

Racial and Ethnic Disparities

Racial and ethnic minorities often experience poorer health outcomes and
limited access to quality care due to systemic discrimination, socioeconomic
disadvantages, and cultural barriers. Medical sociology highlights these
disparities to advocate for equitable health policies.

Gender and Health Inequality

Gender influences health risks, behaviors, and access to care. Medical
sociology explores how societal gender roles and expectations shape health
experiences and contribute to differential health outcomes between men and
women.

Impact of Social Policies

Social policies related to healthcare funding, insurance, and public health
programs can mitigate or exacerbate health inequalities. Sociologists analyze
the effects of such policies to recommend improvements that promote health
equity.

The Role of Culture in Health and Illness

Culture profoundly affects how individuals perceive health and illness,
interact with healthcare providers, and engage in health behaviors. Medical
sociology investigates cultural factors to enhance culturally competent care
and improve health outcomes.

Health Beliefs and Practices

Cultural beliefs influence the understanding of disease causation, treatment
preferences, and coping strategies. Recognizing these beliefs is essential
for effective communication and patient-centered care within diverse
populations.

Stigma and Illness

Certain illnesses carry social stigmas that affect individuals’ willingness
to seek treatment and their social integration. Medical sociology examines
the origins and consequences of health-related stigma to develop supportive
interventions.



Cultural Competency in Healthcare

Healthcare providers’ awareness and sensitivity to cultural differences
improve patient satisfaction and adherence to treatment. Medical sociology
supports training programs that foster cultural competency among medical
professionals.

Applications and Future Directions of Medical
Sociology

Medical sociology continues to evolve, addressing emerging health challenges
and integrating new methodologies. Its applications span public health,
health policy, clinical practice, and community health initiatives aimed at
reducing disparities and enhancing care quality.

Health Policy and Advocacy

Medical sociology informs health policy development by providing evidence on
social determinants and health inequalities. Sociologists advocate for
policies that promote social justice and equitable healthcare access.

Research and Methodological Advances

The field employs qualitative and quantitative research methods to explore
complex health phenomena. Advances in data analytics and interdisciplinary
research enhance the capacity to address contemporary health issues.

Global Health Perspectives

Medical sociology increasingly addresses global health concerns, including
infectious diseases, health disparities in developing countries, and the
social impacts of globalization on health. This broad perspective fosters
collaborative solutions worldwide.

Historical development of medical sociology

Interdisciplinary collaborations

Social construction of illness and health behavior theories

Economic, educational, and social support determinants

Healthcare system structures and professional roles

Health disparities by race, ethnicity, and gender

Cultural influences on health perceptions and practices

Policy implications and future research directions



Frequently Asked Questions

What is medical sociology and why is it important?

Medical sociology is the study of how social factors, institutions, and
relationships influence health, illness, and healthcare. It is important
because it helps us understand the social determinants of health and the
impact of healthcare systems on different populations.

How do social determinants affect health outcomes?

Social determinants such as socioeconomic status, education, race, and
environment significantly affect health outcomes by influencing access to
healthcare, exposure to risks, health behaviors, and stress levels, leading
to disparities in health across different social groups.

What role does medical sociology play in addressing
health inequalities?

Medical sociology identifies the root social causes of health inequalities
and informs policies and interventions aimed at reducing disparities by
addressing factors like poverty, discrimination, and unequal access to
healthcare services.

How has medical sociology contributed to
understanding the impact of COVID-19?

Medical sociology has shed light on how social factors such as race,
occupation, and living conditions have influenced the spread and impact of
COVID-19, highlighting disparities in infection rates, healthcare access, and
vaccination uptake.

What are some current research trends in medical
sociology?

Current research trends include studying the effects of digital health
technologies on patient care, the social implications of aging populations,
mental health stigma, and the intersection of health with race, gender, and
socioeconomic status.

Additional Resources
1. Medical Sociology: A Selective View
This book provides a comprehensive overview of the key concepts and theories
in medical sociology. It explores the social causes and consequences of
health and illness, emphasizing the role of social institutions and cultural
norms. The text is ideal for students and practitioners seeking to understand
how societal factors influence medical practices and health outcomes.

2. The Social Transformation of American Medicine
Authored by Paul Starr, this seminal work examines the historical development
of the American healthcare system. It delves into the power dynamics between
physicians, patients, and institutions, highlighting the social and political



forces that shaped modern medicine. The book is a critical resource for
understanding the interplay between medicine and society in the United
States.

3. Illness as Metaphor and AIDS and Its Metaphors
Susan Sontag’s influential essays analyze how metaphors surrounding illness
shape public perception and stigma. She critiques the language used to
describe diseases like cancer and AIDS, revealing its impact on patients'
experiences and societal attitudes. This work is essential for understanding
the cultural dimensions of illness.

4. Health and Illness: A Social Psychological Analysis
This text explores the psychological and social factors that influence health
behaviors and illness experiences. It integrates social psychology theories
with medical sociology to explain how identity, stigma, and social roles
affect patient behavior. The book offers valuable insights for those
interested in the intersection of psychology and sociology in healthcare.

5. Social Medicine and Medical Sociology: Selected Essays
This collection presents foundational essays that discuss the role of social
factors in health and disease. It covers topics such as healthcare
inequalities, the social determinants of health, and the organization of
medical services. The book is a useful resource for understanding the
theoretical underpinnings of medical sociology.

6. Body and Society: Explorations in Social Theory
Authored by Bryan S. Turner, this book investigates the social construction
of the body and its significance in medical sociology. It addresses issues
like embodiment, identity, and the regulation of bodies in different social
contexts. The text is important for those interested in the cultural and
theoretical aspects of health and the body.

7. Health, Illness, and Society: A Critical Sociology
This book offers a critical perspective on health and illness, examining how
social inequalities influence medical access and outcomes. It challenges
traditional biomedical models by emphasizing the role of social structures
and power relations. The work is suitable for readers seeking a
sociopolitical analysis of healthcare systems.

8. The Sociology of Health, Illness, and Health Care: A Critical Approach
This comprehensive text covers the major topics in medical sociology,
including the social determinants of health, illness behavior, and healthcare
delivery. It incorporates contemporary research and case studies to
illustrate theoretical concepts. The book is designed for students and
professionals aiming to deepen their understanding of sociological
perspectives on health.

9. Risk and the Sociological Imagination
This book explores how societies perceive and manage health risks, including
those related to medical technologies and public health policies. It examines
the cultural and social dimensions of risk, highlighting the implications for
healthcare decision-making. The text is valuable for readers interested in
the sociology of risk and health.



Medical Sociology

Find other PDF articles:
http://www.speargroupllc.com/business-suggest-001/files?dataid=bCI36-6205&title=africa-business-
chamber.pdf

  medical sociology: The New Medical Sociology Bryan M. Turner, Bryan S. Turner, 2004 The
New Medical Sociology makes a bold and innovative investigation of how society makes us sick.
  medical sociology: Dictionary of Medical Sociology William C. Cockerham, Ferris Ritchey
Ph.D., 1997-03-25 As a sociological specialty, medical sociology has a distinct history and literature
spanning more than four decades. Since its inception in the years following World War II, medical
sociology has attracted significant funds for research, provided extensive employment opportunities
within and outside the academy, and produced an increasing number of professional publications.
The Medical Sociology Section is the largest specialty represented in both the British and German
Sociological Associations and is the second largest among American sociologists. Unlike other, more
theoretically oriented branches of sociology, medical sociology was expected by funding agencies
and policymakers to produce social knowledge that could be readily applied in medical practice,
public health campaigns, and health policy formulation. Thus medical sociology is of interest not
only to sociologists, but also to physicians, nurses, psychologists, social workers, therapists, hospital
administrators, health insurers, health economists, and others who rely on the basic insights of
sociology in research, patient care, and job performance. Like other disciplines, medical sociology
has its own fundamental terms and concepts. This reference book concisely defines those terms and
is thus a necessary guide for medical sociologists and for practitioners and researchers in related
fields. The volume begins with an introductory essay that traces the history of medical sociology.
The dictionary then presents short, alphabetically arranged entries for numerous terms. Entries
provide a definition of the term and generally discuss the theoretical and practical significance of
the topic. For appropriate entries, cross-references to related terms are provided. Entries cite
relevant literature, and the volume closes with a bibliography of works cited.
  medical sociology: Handbook of Medical Sociology, Sixth Edition Chloe E. Bird, Peter Conrad,
Allen M. Fremont, Stefan Timmermans, 2010-11-29 The latest version of an important academic
resource published about once a decade since 1963
  medical sociology: Medical Sociology William C. Cockerham, 2017-04-21 The most thorough
major academic textbook available, this classic text presents the most important research studies in
the field. The author also integrates engaging first-person accounts from patients, physicians, and
other health care providers throughout the text. A much greater number of first person accounts and
updated examples are added to the new fourteenth edition. Other updates include: • Coverage of
Zika, Ebola, MERS, and updates on other pandemics • Expanded discussion of obesity as a disease •
Coverage of the widening gap in life expectancy between the rich and the poor • New information on
the decline of life expectancy among American white women, especially those who live in rural
counties • New material on biomarkers, gene–environment interaction, and stress • Analysis of the
role of the hidden curriculum in medical schools • Exiting the Affordable Care Act
  medical sociology: Essays in Medical Sociology RenÃ©e Claire Fox, This outstanding collection
of essays by Renee C. Fox encompasses almost thirty years of original, pioneering research in the
sociology of medicine. Based on fieldwork in a variety of medical settings in the United States,
Belgium, and Zaire, these ethnographic essays examine chronic and terminal illness, medical
research, therapeutic innovation, medical education and socialization, and bio-ethics. Within this
framework, three empirical cases have been singled out for special scrutiny--the process of
becoming a physician, the development of the artificial kidney machine and organ transplantation,
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and the evolution of medical research in Belgium. Without ignoring social structural or
psychodynamic factors, Dr. Fox has explored basic cultural phenomena and questions associated
with health, illness, and medicine: values, beliefs, symbols, rites, and the nuances of language:
ethical and existential dilemmas and dualities; and the complex interrelationships between medicine,
science, religion, and magic. She draws systematically and imaginatively upon anthropological,
psychological, historical, and biological insights and integrates observations and analyses from her
own studies in American, Western European, and Central African societies. This second, augmented
edition includes Professor Fox's more recent contributions to the expanding field of the sociology of
medicine. They are The Evolution of Medical Uncertainty; The Human Condition of Health
Professionals; Reflections on the Utah Artificial Heart Program; Is Religion Important in Belgium?;
Medical Morality is Not Bioethics--Medical Ethics in China and the United States; and Medicine,
Science and Technology. The work also includes a new introduction, Endings, Beginnings and
Continuities. Now, anthropologists, sociologists, medical educators, scientists, researchers, and
students can join her on her journeys into the field and share with her the priceless insights to be
gained from the physicians, nurses, medical students, patients, and their families, who are working,
living, and dying on the edge of what is known, scrutable, and remediable--on the edge of medical
science.
  medical sociology: Health, Illness, and Society Steven E. Barkan, 2020-01-23 Clear and concise
– integrates recent research with the social determinants of health to provide a comprehensive
introduction to medical sociology
  medical sociology: Medical Sociology: Health care and social change Graham Scambler, 2005
  medical sociology: Contemporary Theorists for Medical Sociology Graham Scambler, 2012
Contemporary Theorists for Medical Sociology explores the work of key social theorists and the
application of their ideas to issues around health and illness. Encouraging students and researchers
to use mainstream sociological thought to inform and deepen their knowledge and understanding of
the many arenas of health and healthcare, this text discusses and critically reviews the work of
several influential contemporary thinkers, including - Foucault, Bauman, Habermas, Luhmann,
Bourdieu, Merleau-Ponty, Wallerstein, Archer, Deleuze, Guattari, and Castells. Each chapter
includes a critical introduction to the central theses of a major social theorist, ways in which their
ideas might inform medical sociology and some worked examples of how their ideas can be applied.
Containing contributions from established scholars, rising stars and innovative practitioners, this
book is a valuable read for those studying and researching the sociology of health and illness.
  medical sociology: The Blackwell Companion to Medical Sociology William C. Cockerham,
2008-05-12 The Blackwell Companion to Medical Sociology is a comprehensive collection of
twenty-six original essays by leading medical sociologists from all over the world. The articles are
organized both topically and by region to provide thorough coverage of the concerns, issues, and
future directions of the discipline. This invaluable resource is the most informed, complete, and
up-to-date reference on transnational medical sociology available today. Covers both substantive
areas in medical sociology and regional perspectives located in the Americas, Europe, the Middle
East, Asia, and Africa First comparative perspective to provide a comprehensive view of the field
  medical sociology: Health, Illness, and Society Steven E. Barkan, 2022-12-19 Health, Illness,
and Society, Updated Second Edition provides a comprehensive yet concise introduction to medical
sociology. In his accessible style, Steven Barkan covers health and illness behaviors, the social
determinants of health problems, the health professions and health care system in the U.S., and how
the U.S. system compares to that of other countries. The updated second edition adds a new
chapter, “The COVID-19 Pandemic,” which highlights several ways in which the pandemic exhibits
health and health behavior disparities resulting from social inequalities and the deficiencies of the
U.S. health system. The book also critically examines the achievements and limitations of the
Affordable Care Act and discusses efforts of the Trump administration to weaken the ACA. Each
chapter opens with learning questions to guide the student and “Health and Illness in the News”
stories that apply each chapter’s contents to contemporary events. Chapter summaries reinforce key



ideas and “Give it Some Thought” boxes emphasize critical thinking. New to the Updated Second
Edition New Chapter 14, “The COVID-19 Pandemic,” discusses several ways in which the pandemic
reveals health and health behavior disparities New data on medical students and faculty, sexual
harassment in medical school, and medical school debt provide students with a deeper
understanding of the issues facing doctors New health care data on peer nations and discussion of
health and health care rankings of U.S. women provide a critical examination of the quality and cost
of health care in the U.S. versus its peer nations Enhanced examination of health insurance status
and surprise medical billing, updated survey data on health care costs, and a discussion of high
deductibles emphasize the patient financial burden created by a private system of medicine
  medical sociology: Key Concepts in Medical Sociology Lee Monaghan, Jonathan Gabe,
2022-01-12 How do we understand health in relation to society? What role do social processes,
structures and culture play in shaping our experiences of health and illness? How do we understand
medicine and healthcare within a sociological framework? Drawing on international literature and
examples, this new edition of Key Concepts in Medical Sociology: · Systematically explains the
concepts that have preoccupied medical sociology from its inception, and which have shaped the
field as it exists today. · Includes new entries, such as pandemics and epidemics, the environment,
intersectionality, pharmaceuticalization, medical tourism and sexuality. · Begins each entry with a
definition of the concept then examines its origins, development, strengths and weaknesses, and
concludes with suggested further reading for independent learning. Key Concepts in Medical
Sociology is essential reading for students in medical sociology as well as those undertaking
professional training in health-related disciplines.
  medical sociology: Medical Sociology on the Move William C. Cockerham, 2025-09-01 This
2nd edition provides readers with an updated single source reviewing and updating sociological
theory in medical or health sociology. The book not only addresses the major theoretical approaches
in the field today, it also identifies the future directions these theories are likely to take in explaining
the social processes affecting health and disease. Many of the chapters are written by leading
medical sociologists who feature the use of theory in their everyday work, including contributions
from the original theorists of fundamental causes, health lifestyles, and medicalization. Theories
focusing on both agency and structure are included to provide a comprehensive account of this
important area in medical sociology. The book includes a new chapter on life course theory.
  medical sociology: The Wiley Blackwell Companion to Medical Sociology William C.
Cockerham, 2021-04-21 A comprehensive collection of original essays by leading medical
sociologists from around the world, fully updated to reflect contemporary research and global health
issues The Wiley Blackwell Companion to Medical Sociology is an authoritative overview of the most
recent research, major theoretical approaches, and central issues and debates within the field.
Bringing together contributions from an international team of leading scholars, this wide-ranging
volume summarizes significant new developments and discusses a broad range of globally-relevant
topics. The Companion's twenty-eight chapters contain timely, theoretically-informed coverage of
the coronavirus pandemic and emerging diseases, bioethics, healthcare delivery systems, health
disparities associated with migration, social class, gender, and race. It also explores mental health,
the family, religion, and many other real-world health concerns. The most up-to-date and
comprehensive single-volume reference on the key concepts and contemporary issues in medical
sociology, this book: Presents thematically-organized essays by authors who are recognized experts
in their fields Features new chapters reflecting state-of-the-art research and contemporary issues
relevant to global health Covers vital topics such as current bioethical debates and the global effort
to cope with the coronavirus pandemic Discusses the important relationship between culture and
health in a global context Provide fresh perspectives on the sociology of the body, biomedicalization,
health lifestyle theory, doctor-patient relations, and social capital and health The Wiley Blackwell
Companion to Medical Sociology is essential reading for advanced undergraduate and graduate
students in medical sociology, health studies, and health care, as well as for academics, researchers,
and practitioners wanting to keep pace with new developments in the field.



  medical sociology: The Word As Scalpel Samuel W. Bloom, 2002-05-23 A doctor can damage
a patient as much with a misplaced word as with a slip of the scalpel. In this statement, from
Lawrence J. Henderson, a famous physician whose name is part of the basic science of medicine,
epitomizes the central theme of The Word as Scalpel. If words, the main substance of human
relations, are so potent for harm, how equally powerful they can be to help if used with disciplined
knowledge and understanding. Nowhere does this simple truth apply more certainly than in the
behavior of a physician. Medical Sociology studies the full social context of health and disease, the
interpersonal relations, social institutions, and the influence of social factors on the problems of
medicine. Throughout its history, medical sociology divides naturally into two parts: the pre-modern,
represented by various studies of health and social problems in Europe and the United States until
the second World War, and the modern post-war period. The modern period has seen rapid growth
and the achievement of the full formal panoply of professionalism. This engaging account documents
the development of professional associations, official journals, and programs of financial support,
both private and governmental. Written by a distinguished pioneer in medical sociology, The Word
as Scalpel is a definitive study of a relatively new, but critically important field.
  medical sociology: Talcott Parsons Peter Hamilton, 1992 Talcott Parsons (1904-79) is widely
regarded as one of the most important sociologists of the twentieth century. These four volumes
provide an essential guide to the thought and work of this major sociologist.
  medical sociology: An Introduction to Medical Sociology David Tuckett, 2013-12-19
Tavistock Press was established as a co-operative venture between the Tavistock Institute and
Routledge & Kegan Paul (RKP) in the 1950s to produce a series of major contributions across the
social sciences. This volume is part of a 2001 reissue of a selection of those important works which
have since gone out of print, or are difficult to locate. Published by Routledge, 112 volumes in total
are being brought together under the name The International Behavioural and Social Sciences
Library: Classics from the Tavistock Press. Reproduced here in facsimile, this volume was originally
published in 1976 and is available individually. The collection is also available in a number of themed
mini-sets of between 5 and 13 volumes, or as a complete collection.
  medical sociology: Key Concepts in Medical Sociology Jonathan Gabe, Lee Monaghan,
2013-03-22 Fills an important gap in medical sociology. In an era of information overload, busy
scholars and students will appreciate these accessible introductions to the field's key concepts. -
Alan Petersen, Monash University A handbook for any student to have by their side as they embark
on any course exploring the sociology of health, medicine and disease. - Jessica Clark, University
Campus Suffolk A really useful collection of concise, accessible and informative mini essays on a
range of medical concepts and conceptualisations. The book is ideal for students, including those
following health professional courses, and for more seasoned academics and scholars. A very handy
volume. - Jacquelyn Allen-Collinson, Lincoln University How do we understand health in relation to
society? What role does culture play in shaping our experiences of, and orientation to, health and
illness? How do we understand medicine and medical treatment within a sociological framework?
Medical sociology is a dynamic and complex field of study, comprising many concepts which
students sometimes find difficult to grasp. This title manages to successfully elucidate this
conceptual terrain. The text systematically explains the key concepts that have preoccupied medical
sociologists from its inception and which have shaped the field as it exists today. Thoroughly revised
and updated, this second edition: Provides a systematic and accessible introduction to medical
sociology Includes new relevant entries as well as classic concepts Begins each entry with a
definition of the concept, then examines its origins, development, strengths and weaknesses Offers
further reading guidance for independent learning Draws on international literature and examples.
This title has proved hugely popular among students in medical sociology as well as those
undertaking professional training in health-related disciplines. It is essential reading for anyone
wanting to find an easily accessible, yet critical and thoughtful, information source about the
building blocks of medical sociology and the sociology of health and illness.
  medical sociology: Sociological Theory and Medical Sociology Graham Scambler,



2022-05-24 Originally published in 1987, this book builds bridges between medical sociology and
mainstream theory. It does so by demonstrating in new and important ways how selected theories of
major thinkers like Marx, Durkheim, Weber, Freud, Parsons, Goffman, Foucault, Habermas and Offe
stand to inform, and in turn be informed by the often highly focused and empirical studies of health,
disease and health care found in contemporary medical sociology. The topics covered include
doctor-patient interaction and the formation of health policy.
  medical sociology: Handbook of Health Behavior Research I David S. Gochman, 1997-08-31
The primary objective of this Handbook is to provide statements about health behaviour research as
a basic body of knowledge moving into the 21st century. It is expected that the Handbook will
remain in use and current through 2005, at least. The Handbook presents a broad and
representative selection of mid-1990s health behaviour findings and concepts in a single work. While
texts and books of readings are available in related areas, such as health psychology, medical
anthropology, medical sociology, behavioural health, behavioural risk factors, and changing health
behaviours, none of these works was intended to address basic research-generated knowledge of
health behaviour, and none was intended to transcend individual disciplines. Accordingly, none of
these works presents a broad and representative spectrum of basic health behaviour research
reflecting multidisciplinary activities. One work with a title identical to this one but for one word, the
Handbook of Health Behaviour Change (Shumaker et al., 1990), deals almost exclusively with
applications. This Handbook thus presents the reader with the state of the art in health behaviour
research, something not found elsewhere.
  medical sociology: Medical Sociology Minako K. Maykovich, 1980
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