
michel foucault biopolitics

michel foucault biopolitics represents a pivotal concept in contemporary social and political theory,

addressing how modern states regulate populations through an array of institutions, practices, and

knowledge systems. This article explores the origins, development, and implications of Michel

Foucault’s theory of biopolitics, connecting it to broader themes in power, governance, and subjectivity.

By examining the intellectual context in which Foucault formulated biopolitics, along with its key

components such as biopower and governmentality, the discussion reveals how this framework

continues to influence critical thought across disciplines. Additionally, the article analyzes the practical

applications and critiques of Foucault’s ideas in understanding modern governance and societal

control. Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of michel foucault biopolitics and its

enduring relevance in analyzing the intersections of life, power, and politics. The following sections

provide a structured overview of this influential concept.

Origins and Intellectual Context of Michel Foucault Biopolitics

Core Concepts: Biopower and Governmentality

Mechanisms and Techniques of Biopolitics

Applications and Implications in Modern Society

Critiques and Contemporary Debates

Origins and Intellectual Context of Michel Foucault Biopolitics

The theory of michel foucault biopolitics emerged during the late 20th century as part of Foucault’s



broader inquiry into the nature of power and knowledge. Rooted in his archaeological and genealogical

methodologies, Foucault sought to uncover how power operates not only through overt political

institutions but also through subtle forms of regulation affecting life itself. Biopolitics arose in response

to the transformation of power structures from sovereign authority, which exercised the right to "take

life or let live," to modern forms of governance focused on "making live and letting die." This shift

reflects changes in the state’s relationship to populations, emphasizing the management of health,

reproduction, and life processes. Intellectual influences on Foucault’s development of biopolitics

include earlier political philosophy, social theory, and emerging concerns about the role of science and

medicine in society. The concept fits within Foucault’s larger project of analyzing the historical

conditions that produce particular modes of power and subjectivity.

Core Concepts: Biopower and Governmentality

At the heart of michel foucault biopolitics lie two interrelated concepts: biopower and governmentality.

Biopower denotes the techniques and strategies through which human life is managed by regimes of

authority over populations. This form of power operates on two levels: the disciplining of individual

bodies and the regulation of populations as a whole. Disciplinary power focuses on optimizing the

capacities of individual bodies through institutions like schools, prisons, and hospitals, while regulatory

controls target birth rates, health statistics, and mortality rates to shape the welfare of entire

populations.

Governmentality, a concept closely linked to biopolitics, refers to the art of governing beyond traditional

state mechanisms. It encompasses a range of practices and rationalities aimed at directing the

conduct of individuals and groups, often through decentralized and indirect means. This includes the

role of bureaucracies, social policies, and expert knowledge in managing populations. The interplay

between biopower and governmentality reveals how modern governance functions through

normalization, surveillance, and the production of knowledge to sustain political order.



Mechanisms and Techniques of Biopolitics

Michel foucault biopolitics operates through a variety of mechanisms and techniques designed to

regulate life processes at both individual and collective levels. These methods are embedded in

institutional practices and societal norms that shape behavior and manage risk. Key techniques

include:

Surveillance: The systematic monitoring of individuals and populations to ensure compliance with

norms and policies, often through institutions like the police, hospitals, and schools.

Normalization: The establishment and enforcement of standards that define healthy, productive,

and acceptable behavior, promoting conformity within populations.

Statistical Analysis: The use of demographic data and health statistics to inform policies aimed

at improving population welfare and controlling social phenomena.

Regulation of Sexuality and Reproduction: Policies and norms surrounding family planning, birth

control, and sexual behavior as means to influence population growth and quality.

Public Health Initiatives: Campaigns and interventions designed to manage disease, sanitation,

and health education on a mass scale.

These techniques illustrate how michel foucault biopolitics manifests in practical governance, blending

scientific knowledge with administrative strategies to shape the life and health of populations.

Applications and Implications in Modern Society

The influence of michel foucault biopolitics extends across various domains in contemporary social and

political life. Governments and institutions apply biopolitical strategies to address issues ranging from

public health crises to immigration control and social welfare. For example, responses to pandemics



illustrate how states mobilize biopolitical tools such as quarantine measures, vaccination campaigns,

and health surveillance to manage populations. Similarly, debates about reproductive rights and

bioethics reflect ongoing tensions within biopolitical governance regarding autonomy, control, and the

value of life.

In addition to state practices, biopolitics shapes the functioning of corporations, educational systems,

and media, all of which play roles in producing compliant and productive subjects. The concept also

informs critical perspectives on neoliberalism, where market rationalities intersect with biopolitical

governance to prioritize economic productivity alongside population management. Understanding

michel foucault biopolitics is therefore essential for analyzing how power operates in subtle and

pervasive ways in modern societies.

Critiques and Contemporary Debates

While michel foucault biopolitics has been highly influential, it has also generated significant critiques

and ongoing debates. Some scholars argue that Foucault’s focus on power relations underestimates

the possibilities for resistance and agency among individuals and groups subjected to biopolitical

control. Others critique the concept for its Eurocentric and historicist tendencies, suggesting that

biopolitics may manifest differently in non-Western contexts or under alternative political regimes.

Contemporary debates also explore the ethical and political implications of biopolitical governance in

the age of digital surveillance, biotechnology, and global health challenges. Questions arise about

privacy, data control, and the commodification of life itself. Furthermore, feminist and postcolonial

theorists have expanded the analysis of biopolitics to include intersections with race, gender, and

colonial power structures, highlighting the uneven distribution of biopolitical power and its effects on

marginalized populations.

Challenges to the universality of biopolitical frameworks1.

The role of resistance and emancipation2.

Expansion of biopolitics in digital and global contexts3.



Intersectionality within biopolitical analysis4.

These discussions demonstrate the dynamic and evolving nature of michel foucault biopolitics as a

critical tool for understanding power and life in the modern world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Michel Foucault's concept of biopolitics?

Michel Foucault's concept of biopolitics refers to the practice of modern states to regulate populations

through an array of institutions, techniques, and knowledge aimed at managing life, health, and bodies.

It marks a shift from sovereign power to power over life itself.

How does biopolitics differ from traditional forms of political power in

Foucault's theory?

In Foucault's theory, traditional political power (sovereign power) is characterized by the right to take

life or let live, often through direct coercion. Biopolitics, however, focuses on managing and optimizing

life through regulation, surveillance, and control of populations.

What historical period does Foucault associate with the emergence of

biopolitics?

Foucault associates the emergence of biopolitics with the late 18th and 19th centuries, coinciding with

the rise of modern states, capitalism, and advances in medical and scientific knowledge.

How is biopolitics related to the concept of 'governmentality' in



Foucault's work?

Biopolitics is closely linked to Foucault's concept of governmentality, which describes the art of

governing beyond the state, involving a range of control techniques over populations. Biopolitics is a

central component of governmentality focused on managing life processes.

In what ways does Foucault suggest biopolitics impacts individual

bodies and populations?

Foucault suggests that biopolitics impacts individuals by regulating bodies through discipline,

surveillance, and normalization, while simultaneously managing populations through public health, birth

rates, mortality, and other statistical measures.

Can you give examples of biopolitical practices according to Foucault?

Examples of biopolitical practices include public health initiatives, vaccination programs, demographic

surveys, urban planning, and regulations on sexuality and reproduction, all aimed at optimizing and

controlling life at the population level.

How has Foucault's concept of biopolitics influenced contemporary

political theory?

Foucault's concept of biopolitics has influenced contemporary political theory by highlighting the ways

power operates through the management of life and bodies, inspiring critical analyses of state

surveillance, healthcare policies, and bioethics.

What critiques exist regarding Foucault's theory of biopolitics?

Critiques of Foucault's biopolitics include arguments that it may overemphasize state control while

underestimating resistance and agency, or that it insufficiently accounts for economic factors and

global dimensions of biopower in the neoliberal era.



Additional Resources

1. “The History of Sexuality, Volume 1: An Introduction” by Michel Foucault

This foundational text by Foucault introduces his concept of biopolitics through an exploration of the

history of sexuality. Foucault examines how power operates through the regulation and control of

bodies and populations, rather than through overt repression. The book is essential for understanding

the origins of biopolitical theory and its relation to governance and social norms.

2. “Society Must Be Defended: Lectures at the Collège de France, 1975-1976” by Michel Foucault

In these lectures, Foucault expands on his ideas about biopolitics, focusing on the relationship

between war, politics, and the management of populations. He traces how power has shifted from

sovereign authority to more diffuse mechanisms of control over life itself. This work is crucial for

understanding the genealogy of biopolitical power.

3. “Biopolitics: A Reader” edited by Timothy Campbell and Adam Sitze

This anthology collects key essays from various scholars who engage with and expand upon

Foucault’s concept of biopolitics. It covers diverse perspectives and applications of biopolitical theory

across disciplines such as political science, sociology, and cultural studies. The reader serves as a

comprehensive introduction to contemporary debates on biopolitics.

4. “The Birth of Biopolitics: Michel Foucault’s Lecture at the Collège de France on Neo-Liberal

Governmentality” by Thomas Lemke

Lemke provides a detailed analysis of Foucault’s lectures on neoliberalism and biopolitics, focusing on

how economic rationality reshapes governance and the regulation of life. The book situates biopolitics

within the context of neoliberal governmentality and explores its implications for contemporary political

theory.

5. “Biopolitics and the ‘Obesity Epidemic’: Governing Bodies” by Deborah Lupton

This book examines how biopolitical mechanisms operate in the context of public health, specifically

through the governance of obesity. Lupton investigates the ways in which bodies are monitored,

regulated, and disciplined in the name of health, illustrating the practical applications of biopolitical

theory in modern society.



6. “The Birth of Biopolitics” by Michel Foucault, edited by Michel Senellart

This edited volume contains transcripts of Foucault’s lectures on biopolitics and neoliberalism from

1978-1979. It provides primary source material crucial for understanding Foucault’s evolving thoughts

on the intersection of life, politics, and economics. The book is a vital resource for scholars interested

in the theoretical development of biopolitical thought.

7. “Biopolitics: Power, Freedom, and Governance” by Thomas Lemke

Lemke offers a comprehensive overview of biopolitical theory, tracing its development from Foucault to

contemporary thinkers. The book explores how power and freedom are negotiated within biopolitical

regimes, addressing topics such as surveillance, health, and the body. It is an accessible yet thorough

introduction to biopolitics in the modern era.

8. “The Biopolitics of Gender” edited by Mary C. Rawlinson and Jodi O’Brien

This edited collection applies biopolitical theory to issues of gender, sexuality, and identity. The essays

investigate how biopolitical power shapes and controls gendered bodies and norms, offering critical

insights into feminist and queer theory. The book broadens the scope of biopolitics by linking it to

social justice and identity politics.

9. “Biopolitical Surveillance and the COVID-19 Pandemic” by Alison Young

Young analyzes the biopolitical dimensions of state and institutional responses to the COVID-19 crisis.

The book highlights how surveillance, data collection, and health policies exemplify biopolitical

governance in times of emergency. It provides a timely and relevant case study of biopolitics in the

21st century.

Michel Foucault Biopolitics
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thinkers worldwide across a variety of disciplines and concerns. In The History of Sexuality: An
Introduction, Foucault famously employed the term to describe “a power bent on generating forces,
making them grow, and ordering them, rather than one dedicated to impeding them, making them
submit, or destroying them.” With this volume, Vernon W. Cisney and Nicolae Morar bring together
leading contemporary scholars to explore the many theoretical possibilities that the concept of
biopower has enabled while at the same time pinpointing their most important shared resonances.
Situating biopower as a radical alternative to traditional conceptions of power—what Foucault called
“sovereign power”—the contributors examine a host of matters centered on life, the body, and the
subject as a living citizen. Altogether, they pay testament to the lasting relevance of biopower in
some of our most important contemporary debates on issues ranging from health care rights to
immigration laws, HIV prevention discourse, genomics medicine, and many other topics.
  michel foucault biopolitics: The Government of Life Vanessa Lemm, Miguel Vatter,
2014-04-05 Foucault’s late work on biopolitics and governmentality has established him as the
fundamental thinker of contemporary continental political thought and as a privileged source for our
current understanding of neoliberalism and its technologies of power. In this volume, an
international and interdisciplinary group of Foucault scholars examines his ideas of biopower and
biopolitics and their relation to his project of a history of governmentality and to a theory of the
subject found in his last courses at the College de France. Many of the chapters engage critically
with the Italian theoretical reception of Foucault. At the same time, the originality of this collection
consists in the variety of perspectives and traditions of reception brought to bear upon the
problematic connections between biopolitics and governmentality established by Foucault’s last
works.
  michel foucault biopolitics: The Birth of Biopolitics Michel Foucault, 2010-03-02 The sixth
volume in Foucault's prestigious, groundbreaking series of lectures at the Collège de France from
1970 to 1984.
  michel foucault biopolitics: Biopolitics Thomas Lemke, 2011-02-15 The biological features of
human beings are now measured, observed, and understood in ways never before thought possible,
defining norms, establishing standards, and determining average values of human life. While the
notion of “biopolitics” has been linked to everything from rational decision-making and the
democratic organization of social life to eugenics and racism, Thomas Lemke offers the very first
systematic overview of the history of the notion of biopolitics, exploring its relevance in
contemporary theoretical debates and providing a much needed primer on the topic. Lemke explains
that life has become an independent, objective and measurable factor as well as a collective reality
that can be separated from concrete living beings and the singularity of individual experience. He
shows how our understanding of the processes of life, the organizing of populations and the need to
“govern” individuals and collectives lead to practices of correction, exclusion, normalization, and
disciplining. In this lucidly written book, Lemke outlines the stakes and the debates surrounding
biopolitics, providing a systematic overview of the history of the notion and making clear its
relevance for sociological and contemporary theoretical debates.
  michel foucault biopolitics: The Biopolitics of Development Sandro Mezzadra, Julian Reid,
Ranabir Samaddar, 2013-12-27 This book offers an original analysis and theorization of the
biopolitics of development in the postcolonial present, and draws significantly from the later works
of Michel Foucault on biopolitics. Foucault’s works have had a massive influence on postcolonial
literatures, particularly in political science and international relations, and several authors of this
book have themselves made significant contributions to that influence. While Foucault’s thought has
been inspirational for understanding colonial biopolitics as well as governmental rationalities
concerned with development, his works have too often failed to inspire studies of political
subjectivity. Instead, they have been used to stoke the myth of the inevitability of the decline of
collective political subjects, often describing an increasingly limited horizon of political possibilities,
and provoking a disenchantment with the political itself in postcolonial works and studies. Working
against the grain of current Foucauldian scholarship, this book underlines the importance of



Foucault’s work for the capacity to recognize how this degraded view of political subjectivity came
about, particularly within the framework of the discourses and politics of ‘development’, and with
particular attention to the predicaments of postcolonial peoples. It explores how we can use
Foucault’s ideas to recover the vital capacity to think and act politically at a time when
fundamentally human capacities to think, know and to act purposively in the world are being
pathologized as expressions of the hubris and ‘underdevelopment’ of postcolonial peoples. Why and
how it is that life in postcolonial settings has been depoliticized to such dramatic effect? The
immediacy of these themes will be obvious to anyone living in the South of the world. But within the
academy they remain heavily under-addressed. In thinking about what it means to read Michel
Foucault today, this book tackles some significantquestions and problems: Not simply that of how to
explain the ways in which postcolonial regimes of governance have achieved the debasements of
political subjectivity they have; nor that of how we might better equip them with the means to
suborn the life of postcolonial peoples more fully; but that of how such peoples, in their subjection to
governance, can and do resist, subvert, escape and defy the imposition of modes of governance
which seek to remove their lives of those very capacities for resistance, subversion, flight, and
defiance.
  michel foucault biopolitics: A Foucault for the 21st Century Sam Binkley, Jorge
Capetillo-Ponce, 2009-01-23 How relevant is Foucault’s social thought to the world we inhabit
today? This collection comprises several essays considering the contemporary relevance of the work
of Michel Foucault. While Foucault is best remembered for his historical inquiries into the origins of
“disciplinary” society in a period extending from the 16th to the 19th centuries, it seems that today,
under the conditions of global modernity, the relevance of his ideas are called into question. With
the increasing ubiquity of markets, the break up of centralized states and the dissolution of national
boundaries, together with new scientific and political discourses on biological life, the world of today
seems far removed from the bounded, disciplinary societies Foucault described in his most famous
books. Yet in recent years, it has become apparent that Foucault’s thoughts on modern society have
not been exhausted, and, indeed, that much remains to be explored. Within this volume, novel
interpretations and thematic developments of key Foucauldian concepts are presented in the works
of 24 authors. Prominent among them are new forms of neoliberal economic conduct framed by
distinct governmentalities; new critical concepts of biological life reflected in Foucault’s analysis of
biopower, and new theoretical treatments of the effects of subjectivation. Moreover, included among
these theoretical departures are empirical studies of contemporary formations of religion and
spiritual practice, consumerism, race and racism, the discourse of genetics and the life sciences,
surveillance and incarceration, and new social movements. Drawn from a conference held at the
University of Massachusetts, Boston bearing the same title, A Foucault for the 21st Century:
Governnentality, Biopolitics and Discipline in the New Millennium both expands our understanding
of Foucault’s central theoretical legacy, and applies his ideas to a range of contemporary empirical
phenomena.
  michel foucault biopolitics: Biopolitics of the Subject Jim Jose, 1998
  michel foucault biopolitics: Foucault, Biopolitics and Resistance Lauri Siisiäinen,
2018-11-21 Political resistance is flourishing. In this context, there is a growing interest to reread
Michel Foucault’s work, especially from the late period, from the perspective of resistance, social
movements and affirmative biopolitics. Yet what has been missing so far is a book-length,
comprehensive study focusing on this topic. This volume undertakes this task, providing an original
typology of the resources of resistance discovered in Foucault’s late thinking: resistance as
discursive protection of autonomy bodily and affective resistance the strategies, arts and practices of
affirmative biopolitics or ‘politics of life’ The book shows how these different types of tools, arts and
practices can be used in resistant politics, in struggles against various regimes and institutions of
power and government, so that they mutually supplement and reinforce one another. The author
embarks on advancing Foucault’s insights on resistance from where he stopped. Furthermore, the
volume proposes a novel assessment of the Foucauldian political toolkit in the 21st century context,



addressing its pertinence for struggles against neoliberalism and post-Fordist capitalism. Foucault,
Biopolitics and Resistance will be an important resource for students and scholars interested in
Foucault, resistance and 21st century politics within many fields, including political science,
international relations, contemporary and continental philosophy as well as sociology. The work
elaborates fresh methodological insights, fruitful for further empirical research on social and
political movements.
  michel foucault biopolitics: Biopolitical Experience C. Blencowe, 2011-12-15 An original,
comprehensive interpretation of Michel Foucault's analysis of biopolitics – situating biopolitics in the
context of embodied histories of subjectivity, affective investments and structures of experience.
Going beyond lamentation at the horrors of biopolitical domination, the book develops a
positive-critique of biopolitical experience.
  michel foucault biopolitics: Michel Foucault: A Research Companion Sverre Raffnsøe,
Morten S Thaning, Marius Gudmand-Hoyer, 2016-08-31 Michel Foucault continues to be hugely
influential. His diagnoses challenge us to rethink crucial phenomena such as madness, discipline,
the human sciences, the state, neoliberalism, sexuality and subject formation. Based on his work in
its entirety, and with special emphasis on his many recently published lecture series, this book
provides an updated, comprehensive and original account of his thought. By reading Foucault as a
philosopher, it offers an extensive systematic assessment and discussion of his unique conception of
philosophical practice and brings a unifying trajectory in his work to light.
  michel foucault biopolitics: Foucault on Politics, Security and War M. Dillon, A. Neal,
2015-12-31 Foucault on Politics, Society and War interrogates Foucault's controversial genealogy of
modern biopolitics. These essays situate Foucault's arguments, clarify the correlation of sovereign
and bio-power and examine the relation of bios, nomos and race in relation to modern war.
  michel foucault biopolitics: Michel Foucault and Power Today Alain Beaulieu, David
Gabbard, 2006-01-01 Few thinkers have left such an influence across such a diverse range of studies
as Michel Foucault has. This book pays homage to that diversity by presenting a multidisciplinary
series of analyses dedicated to the question of power today.
  michel foucault biopolitics: Foucault, Neoliberalism, and Beyond Stephen W. Sawyer,
Daniel Steinmetz-Jenkins, 2019-04-30 Few philosophers have garnered as much attention globally as
Michel Foucault. But even within this wide reception, the consideration given to his relationship to
neoliberalism has been noteworthy. However, the debate over this relationship has given rise to a
great deal of polemics and confusion. This volume brings together leading figures in the field to
provide a reliable guide to one of the most controversial subjects in recent continental thought. It
puts across the case for Foucault’s importance for post-colonial, race, queer and feminist studies,
among other areas, and opens up his relationship to neoliberalism to offer a broader picture of
tensions brewing within the left more generally.
  michel foucault biopolitics: Foucault in an Age of Terror S. Morton, S. Bygrave,
2008-05-29 This book focuses on the relationship between literary culture, power, society and war. It
assesses the critical importance of Michel Foucault's lecture series Society Must Be Defended for
contemporary debates about war and terror in literary and cultural studies, as well as social and
political thought.
  michel foucault biopolitics: The Routledge Handbook of Biopolitics Sergei Prozorov,
Simona Rentea, 2016-08-05 The problematic of biopolitics has become increasingly important in the
social sciences. Inaugurated by Michel Foucault’s genealogical research on the governance of
sexuality, crime and mental illness in modern Europe, the research on biopolitics has developed into
a broader interdisciplinary orientation, addressing the rationalities of power over living beings in
diverse spatial and temporal contexts. The development of the research on biopolitics in recent years
has been characterized by two tendencies: the increasingly sophisticated theoretical engagement
with the idea of power over and the government of life that both elaborated and challenged the
Foucauldian canon (e.g. the work of Giorgio Agamben, Antonio Negri, Roberto Esposito and Paolo
Virno) and the detailed and empirically rich investigation of the concrete aspects of the government



of life in contemporary societies. Unfortunately, the two tendencies have often developed in isolation
from each other, resulting in the presence of at least two debates on biopolitics: the
historico-philosophical and the empirical one. This Handbook brings these two debates together,
combining theoretical sophistication and empirical rigour. The volume is divided into five sections.
While the first two deal with the history of the concept and contemporary theoretical debates on it,
the remaining three comprise the prime sites of contemporary interdisciplinary research on
biopolitics: economy, security and technology. Featuring previously unpublished articles by the
leading scholars in the field, this wide-ranging and accessible companion will both serve as an
introduction to the diverse research on biopolitics for undergraduate students and appeal to more
advanced audiences interested in the current state of the art in biopolitics studies.
  michel foucault biopolitics: Michel Foucault and Power Today David A. Gabbard, Alain
Beaulieu, 2005-12-22 Foucault's thought finds innumerable applications across the social sciences,
from studies in the social aspects of the medical practices and criminal sociology to juridical and
economic sciences. Owing to their philosophical ramifications, his ideas have also impacted the
spheres of literary studies, ethics, political thought, and critical ontology. Few thinkers have left
such an influence across such a diverse range of studies. Contributors attempt to pay homage to that
diversity by presenting a multidisciplinary series of analyses dedicated to the question of power
today. Drawn from a number of papers presented at an international conference entitled Michel
Foucault and social Control: conducted at Maison de la culture Côte-des-Neiges in Montreal on May
8-10, 2004 to commemorate the twentieth anniversary of Foucault's death, the essays that comprise
this volume address the issue at both a theoretical level and as it pertains to specific fields of
practice. In addition to paying tribute to Foucault's achievements and situating his thought within
the French and larger European context from which it emerged, these essays also re-evaluate the
relevance of Foucault's ideas for understanding contemporary conditions. This book is suited for a
broad academic audience in the humanities and Social Sciences, especially philosophy, sociology,
and cultural studies.
  michel foucault biopolitics: Biopolitics for beginners Ottavio Marzocca,
2021-02-25T00:00:00+01:00 The term biopolitics can be fully understood only within the context of
modern forms of governing society. From this perspective, the development of modern medical
knowledge, the re-organization of the hospital as a health institution, the growing attention to issues
related to population, and the rise of biological knowledge can be connected with the infl uence of
economic rationality on the most important political strategies. In this book, the crucial role that the
family has played throughout the history of biopolitics is also explored explaining how it is fi rstly a
place of government of life as well as a means to extend various forms of biopower to the whole
society. By analysing the works of key fi gures in the debate on biopolitics – such as Agamben, Negri,
Esposito, Rose, Cooper, among others – this volume offers a systematic examination of this notion
also in relation to the current ecological crisis and the pandemic of Covid-19, addressing
fundamental problems of political thought and referring to great thinkers such as Foucault and
Arendt, Plato and Aristotle. Mimesis International
  michel foucault biopolitics: Michel Foucault’s Practical Philosophy Maddalena Cerrato,
2025-05-01 Offers a holistic approach to Michel Foucault's thought, introducing the idea of practical
philosophy as an original interpretative framework. Michel Foucault's thought, Maddalena Cerrato
writes, may be understood as practical philosophy. In this perspective, political analysis, philosophy
of history, epistemology, and ethics appear as necessarily cast together in a philosophical project
that aims to rethink freedom and emancipation from domination of all kinds. The idea of practical
philosophy accounts for Foucault's specific approach to the object, as well as to the task of
philosophy, and it identifies the perspective that led him to consider the question of subjectivity as
the guiding thread of his work. Overall, Cerrato shows the deep consistency underlying Foucault's
reflection and the substantial coherence of his philosophical itinerary, setting aside all the
conventional interpretations that pivot on the idea that his thought underwent a radical turn from
the political engagement of the question of power toward an ethical retrieval of the question of



subjectivity.
  michel foucault biopolitics: Biopolitics and Ancient Thought Jussi Backman, Antonio
Cimino, 2022-03-31 The volume studies, from different perspectives, the relationship between
ancient thought and biopolitics, that is, theories, discourses, and practices in which the biological
life of human populations becomes the focal point of political government. It thus continues and
deepens the critical examination, in recent literature, of Michel Foucault's claim concerning the
essentially modern character of biopolitics. The nine contributions comprised in the volume explore
and utilize the notions of biopolitics and biopower as conceptual tools for articulating the differences
and continuities between antiquity and modernity and for narrating Western intellectual and
political history in general. Without committing itself to any particular thesis or approach, the
volume evaluates both the relevance of ancient thought for the concept and theory of biopolitics and
the relevance of biopolitical theory and ideas for the study of ancient thought. The volume is divided
into three main parts: part I studies instances of biopolitics in ancient thought; part II focuses on
aspects of ancient thought that elude or transcend biopolitics; and part III discusses several modern
interpretations of ancient thought in the context of biopolitical theory.
  michel foucault biopolitics: Biopolitics, Governmentality and Humanitarianism Volha
Piotukh, 2015-04-10 This book critically analyses the changing role and nature of post-Cold War
humanitarianism, using Foucault's theories of biopolitics and governmentality. It offers a compelling
and insightful interpretation of the policies and practices associated with ‘new humanitarianism in
general, as well as of the dynamics of two specific international assistance efforts: the post-2001
conflict-related assistance effort in Afghanistan and the post-2000 Chernobyl-related assistance
effort in Belarus. The central argument of the book is that ‘new’ humanitarianism represents a
dominant regime of humanitarian governing informed by globalising neoliberalism and is reliant on
a complex set of biopolitical, disciplinary and sovereign technologies. It demonstrates that, while the
purposes of humanitarian governing are specific to particular contexts, its promise of care is more
often than not accompanied by sovereign and/or biopolitical violences. Making an important
contribution to existing scholarship on humanitarian emergencies and humanitarian action, on
biopolitics and governmentality, this book will be of much interest to students and scholars of
humanitarianism, critical security studies, governmentality and International Relations generally.
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