
meaning of the prodigal son

meaning of the prodigal son is a profound and multifaceted concept rooted in one of the most well-known
parables in the Christian tradition. This parable, found in the Gospel of Luke, has been interpreted and
analyzed for centuries, offering insights into themes of forgiveness, repentance, redemption, and
unconditional love. Understanding the meaning of the prodigal son requires an exploration of its historical,
theological, and cultural contexts, as well as the symbolic significance of the characters and their actions.
This article will delve into the origins of the parable, its narrative elements, and the various interpretations
that have emerged over time. The discussion will also cover the lessons that the story imparts to
individuals and communities today. To provide a comprehensive overview, the article is organized into
clear sections that address the parable’s background, key themes, and its relevance in contemporary
discourse.

Historical and Biblical Context of the Prodigal Son

Detailed Narrative and Characters

Theological Interpretations and Symbolism

Lessons and Moral Implications

Cultural Impact and Modern Usage

Historical and Biblical Context of the Prodigal Son
The meaning of the prodigal son is deeply tied to its biblical origins in the New Testament, specifically
Luke 15:11-32. This parable is part of a series of stories Jesus told to illustrate God’s mercy and forgiveness.
At the time, Jewish society had strict norms regarding family honor, inheritance, and social behavior,
which are crucial to understanding the story’s impact. The term “prodigal” itself means wastefully
extravagant, highlighting the younger son's reckless lifestyle. The parable was addressed to a diverse
audience, including tax collectors and sinners, as well as religious leaders who questioned Jesus’ association
with such groups.

Setting within the Gospel of Luke
The prodigal son parable appears in a chapter focused on lost and found themes, alongside the lost sheep and
lost coin. These stories collectively emphasize the joy in recovering what was once lost, paralleling spiritual



restoration. Luke’s Gospel is noted for its attention to marginalized individuals, and this parable advances
that message by portraying a compassionate father figure who welcomes back a repentant son.

Socio-Cultural Background
Understanding the family dynamics and inheritance laws of first-century Judea enriches the meaning of
the prodigal son. The younger son demanding his inheritance prematurely was seen as disrespectful and
dishonorable, as inheritance was typically received after the father’s death. His subsequent departure
symbolizes a break from familial and societal expectations, which amplifies the gravity of his actions and the
significance of his return.

Detailed Narrative and Characters
The meaning of the prodigal son is best grasped by examining the narrative structure and the roles of the
main characters: the father, the younger son, and the elder son. Each character represents different
attitudes and responses to sin, repentance, and forgiveness.

The Younger Son
The younger son is the central figure whose journey forms the core of the parable. He asks for his
inheritance early, leaves home, and squanders his wealth in a distant country. His experience of hardship,
hunger, and regret leads him to a moment of self-awareness and decision to return to his father. His actions
illustrate themes of rebellion, consequence, and eventual repentance.

The Father
The father symbolizes unconditional love, mercy, and forgiveness. Upon the son's return, he does not
express anger or condemnation but instead welcomes him with open arms, celebrates his homecoming, and
restores his status within the family. The father’s behavior challenges conventional expectations of justice
and retribution, highlighting divine compassion.

The Elder Son
The elder son represents self-righteousness and jealousy. His reaction to the father’s forgiveness of the
younger son reveals human tendencies toward resentment and a lack of empathy. The elder son's stance
invites reflection on the nature of grace and the importance of embracing forgiveness rather than harboring
bitterness.



Theological Interpretations and Symbolism
Exploring the meaning of the prodigal son involves unpacking its rich theological symbolism and the
various interpretations that theologians have proposed over centuries. The parable addresses fundamental
Christian doctrines such as sin, repentance, grace, and reconciliation.

Sin and Repentance
The younger son’s departure and wasteful living are often seen as allegories for sinfulness and separation
from God. His decision to return home symbolizes repentance—a turning away from sin and a return to a
right relationship with the divine. The parable emphasizes that repentance is accessible and welcomed.

Grace and Forgiveness
The father’s response embodies grace, demonstrating forgiveness that is not earned but freely given. This
challenges human notions of justice and punishment, underscoring the Christian belief in God’s
unconditional love for sinners who repent. The celebration upon the son’s return signifies the joy in
heaven over one sinner’s repentance.

Broader Symbolism
Beyond individual sin and forgiveness, the parable can be interpreted as a metaphor for God's relationship
with humanity. The father represents God, the prodigal son symbolizes sinners, and the elder son can be
viewed as the self-righteous who resist grace. This symbolism allows the parable to be applied to diverse
contexts of spiritual and moral renewal.

Lessons and Moral Implications
The meaning of the prodigal son extends into practical moral lessons that resonate in both religious and
secular contexts. The parable invites reflection on forgiveness, humility, and compassion in interpersonal
relationships.

Key Moral Lessons

Forgiveness: Emphasizes the importance of forgiving others, even when they have wronged us
deeply.



Repentance: Encourages personal accountability and the willingness to change one’s ways.

Unconditional Love: Highlights the value of love that does not depend on merit or behavior.

Humility: Shows the value of humility in recognizing one’s mistakes and seeking reconciliation.

Resisting Resentment: Warns against envy and bitterness, as exemplified by the elder son’s attitude.

Application in Daily Life
These lessons are applicable beyond religious settings, influencing family dynamics, conflict resolution, and
social interactions. The story encourages individuals and communities to foster environments where
forgiveness and reconciliation are prioritized.

Cultural Impact and Modern Usage
The meaning of the prodigal son has transcended its biblical origins to become a powerful cultural symbol
in literature, art, music, and popular discourse. Its themes continue to inspire and challenge audiences
worldwide.

In Literature and Art
The parable has been depicted in countless artistic works, from Renaissance paintings to contemporary
literature. Artists often focus on the emotional intensity of the father’s embrace or the younger son’s return,
highlighting the universal themes of mercy and redemption.

In Popular Culture
The phrase “prodigal son” is commonly used metaphorically to describe someone who returns after a period
of absence or wayward behavior. It appears in movies, songs, and everyday language, demonstrating its
enduring relevance.

Influence on Social and Religious Thought
The story continues to influence theological discussions on forgiveness and grace, as well as social initiatives
aimed at rehabilitation and reconciliation. It serves as a reminder of the power of second chances and the
importance of welcoming those who seek to make amends.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the meaning of the parable of the Prodigal Son?
The parable of the Prodigal Son illustrates themes of forgiveness, repentance, and unconditional love. It tells
the story of a son who squanders his inheritance but is warmly welcomed back by his father, symbolizing
God's mercy towards repentant sinners.

Who are the main characters in the story of the Prodigal Son?
The main characters are the father, the younger son (the prodigal son), and the older son. The younger son
represents a wayward individual who repents, the father symbolizes God’s forgiveness, and the older son
represents those who struggle with jealousy and self-righteousness.

What lesson does the Prodigal Son teach about forgiveness?
The Prodigal Son teaches that forgiveness is unconditional and should be extended generously. It highlights
that no matter how far one strays, sincere repentance can restore relationships and bring about acceptance
and love.

How does the Prodigal Son parable relate to modern life?
The parable relates to modern life by addressing themes of human error, forgiveness, and reconciliation. It
encourages people to forgive others and themselves, to embrace humility, and to value family and
compassion over judgment.

Why is the son called 'prodigal' in the parable?
The term 'prodigal' means wastefully extravagant. The son is called 'prodigal' because he recklessly spends
his inheritance on a dissolute lifestyle before realizing his mistakes and returning home repentant.

Additional Resources
1. The Prodigal God: Recovering the Heart of the Christian Faith by Timothy Keller
This book explores the parable of the Prodigal Son from a fresh perspective, revealing the radical message
of grace embedded in the story. Keller emphasizes that both sons in the parable represent different ways
people miss the heart of God. The book challenges readers to see God’s love as unconditional and
transformative, inviting them to embrace the prodigal God’s invitation to reconciliation.

2. The Return of the Prodigal Son: A Story of Homecoming by Henri J.M. Nouwen
Nouwen reflects deeply on Rembrandt’s painting of the Prodigal Son, using it as a meditation on



forgiveness, repentance, and the journey toward healing. He shares personal stories and spiritual insights,
portraying the father’s unconditional love as a model for God’s mercy. The book invites readers to
experience the profound comfort of being welcomed home.

3. Lost and Found: The Meaning of the Prodigal Son Today by Marcus J. Borg
This book offers a contemporary interpretation of the parable, focusing on its relevance in today’s culture of
alienation and forgiveness. Borg discusses themes of grace, judgment, and the human condition,
encouraging readers to reconsider what it means to be lost and found. It is an accessible read for anyone
interested in understanding the parable’s spiritual and social implications.

4. Prodigal Sons and Daughters: Stories of Redemption and Renewal by Various Authors
A collection of personal testimonies and essays, this book explores the theme of prodigality in modern life
through real-life stories of loss, repentance, and restoration. The contributors come from diverse
backgrounds, highlighting how the parable’s message transcends time and culture. It serves as an inspiring
testament to human resilience and divine forgiveness.

5. The Lost Son: A Journey Toward Forgiveness by Philip Yancey
Yancey delves into the emotional and spiritual dynamics of the Prodigal Son story, focusing on the
transformative power of forgiveness. Through engaging storytelling and thoughtful reflection, he
illustrates how the parable speaks to broken relationships and the hope of reconciliation. The book
encourages readers to open their hearts to grace in difficult circumstances.

6. Grace in the Midst of the Prodigal: Understanding God’s Love by Sarah Arthur
This book investigates the layers of grace portrayed in the parable, especially highlighting the father’s
unconditional love. Arthur challenges conventional interpretations that focus solely on the wayward son,
offering a broader view of God’s mercy that includes the elder son and the community. It’s a compelling
exploration for those seeking a deeper understanding of divine compassion.

7. Prodigal Son: A Story of Redemption and Hope by Ann Voskamp
Voskamp uses lyrical prose and biblical insight to retell the story of the Prodigal Son, emphasizing themes
of repentance and hope. She connects the parable to everyday struggles and the longing for belonging and
acceptance. The book is both a devotional and a meditation, aimed at inspiring spiritual renewal.

8. The Other Son: Exploring the Elder Brother’s Perspective by John Ortberg
This book shifts focus to the often-overlooked elder son in the parable, exploring themes of jealousy, self-
righteousness, and grace. Ortberg challenges readers to understand the elder son’s struggle and how it
reflects common human responses to grace given to others. It offers a nuanced view of the parable’s
message about God’s inclusive love.

9. Prodigal Son: The Parable and Its Interpretations by Amy-Jill Levine
Levine, a renowned biblical scholar, provides an academic yet accessible examination of the Prodigal Son
parable’s historical context and various interpretations throughout history. She highlights how different
religious traditions have understood the story and its meaning. This book is ideal for readers interested in



the cultural and theological richness of the parable.
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becomes a symbol of the fanatic-inflamed divisions between Muslim Middle East and Judeo-Christian
West, which are fraying the ties that bond humanity. The hero of The Mysterious Plus straddles both
worlds. To save his sister, Omar Naaman, nineteen, betrayed comrades and country during Algeria’s
fight for independence from colonial rule. At the war’s end, the defeated French, grateful for his
double-dealing service, whisked him to France, bestowing a new identity, Remy Montpellier. Years
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where as Omar he is still branded as a traitor, in fact, as the last of the “Seven Devils,” the first six
“great collaborators” having been tracked down and killed by Algerian agents. Sent to investigate
the gay-bashing murder of an American embassy attaché, who (DGSE suspected) was trafficking
classified documents, Remy gradually moves from pursuer to pursued. Will he fulfill the true purpose
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control the answers to these two questions and hence the resolution to the novel? In his previous
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Plus, it is counterpoised by a darker strain, that materialistic/spiritual differences between West and
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Enjoy compelling life applications and relevant lessons on grace, anger, and compassion. Easily see
how all the characters are prodigals with a quick-reference chart comparing the attitudes of
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considered the most unclean animals in Jewish culture. Therefore, when the prodigal longed for pig
food, it shows he hit rock bottom.The prodigal son's request for his share of the estate was not just a
desire for independence, but a sign of disrespect since family property was ordinarily given after the
father's death.The prodigal son parable is one of three parables Jesus shares in response to critical
Jewish leaders. The joy of the father in finding his lost son is meant to teach the Jewish audience to
have that same joy in finding their Messiah.Features Relevant Personal and Life Application
Questions Whether you have children rebelling against their faith, family members no longer
wanting to believe, or friends going through a mid-life faith crisis, discover lessons of healing, such
as: How to show Christ-like forgiveness and grace in all relationshipsHow parents can maintain an
attitude of trust in GodHow all Christians can live out the grace the loving father showed to his
sonHow to avoid being overwhelmed with anger and hurt and be willing to embrace our
prodigalsIncludes In-Depth Character Studies on BOTH Prodigal BrothersExplains how both
brothers are prodigal in their own wayProvides key insights into the responses of the self-righteous
older brother and the wayward younger brotherBreaks down deeper into the reasons for the elder
brother's lack of compassionShares Comforting Prayers for Those With Their Own Prodigals A
prodigal is from a Latin word meaning a person who is wasteful. In this parable, the meaning is
extended to suggest a person who is wasteful with their life. Whether the person is your own child
who is rebelling against God, a Christian friend who doubts their faith, or a church member who is
no longer sure of her belief, gain comfort with-- Key prayers in the Bible as you wait on your prodigal
child, friend or family member.Psalms for when you worry about your prodigalPsalms for protection
for your prodigalModel prayer as you wait on your prodigalThe Parable of the Prodigal Son Bible
Study study tackles issues we all face today, and is perfect for Small groups covering the parables of
Jesus, new Christians wanting to study God's grace and forgiveness to all, and anyone needing a
fresh reminder of the grace Christians are called to extend to all. Pamphlet has 14 panels, unfolds to
5.5 x 38 long, fits inside a Bible cover.
  meaning of the prodigal son: What did Jesus Mean? Anna Wierzbicka, 2001-04-05 In this
highly interdisciplinary work, linguist Anna Wierzbicka casts new light on the words of Jesus by
taking her well-known semantic theory of universal human concepts- concepts which are intuitively
understandable and self-explanatory across languages-and bringing it to bear on Jesus' parables and
the Sermon on the Mount. Her approach results in strikingly novel interpretations of the Gospels.
Written in dialogue with other biblical commentators, What Did Jesus Mean? is both scholarly
rigorous yet accessible.
  meaning of the prodigal son: The Parable of The Prodigal Son Stephen Spykerman,
2018-05-16 The really intriguing question we need to ask ourselves is; What if there is still more to
this parable than we understand on the surface? Might there be yet another mysterious message
hidden from our view? What else did Christ, (Messiah Yeshua), really intend to convey to His
disciples? Let's look at it again, as it might just be terribly important. What was really on His heart
when He spoke to His disciples? To get to the full meaning of what Christ, (Messiah Yeshua), meant
to convey, we will need to adopt a Hebrew mindset, as we re-examine this parable. You will be
utterly amazed, as we unwrap the secret message hidden within this most famous of parables.
  meaning of the prodigal son: A Dictionary of Biblical Tradition in English Literature David
Lyle Jeffrey, 1992 Over 15 years in the making, an unprecedented one-volume reference work. Many
of today's students and teachers of literature, lacking a familiarity with the Bible, are largely
ignorant of how Biblical tradition has influenced and infused English literature through the
centuries. An invaluable research tool. Contains nearly 800 encyclopedic articles written by a
distinguished international roster of 190 contributors. Three detailed annotated bibliographies.
Cross-references throughout.
  meaning of the prodigal son: The Spiritual Teaching of Christ's Life George Henslow, 1906
  meaning of the prodigal son: Jesus' Words on Salvation Douglas J. Del Tondo, 2008-02 A
Christian attorney argues that Bonhoeffer was correct when he said we have developed a
Christianity without Christ and exchanged Jesus' gospel of costly grace for one of cheap grace. Del



Tondo reviews all the major salvation statements and parables by Jesus. He then compares them to
the prevalent doctrines of 'faith alone' which Bonhoeffer called 'cheap grace.' Del Tondo
demonstrates that Jesus' doctrines on salvation insisted upon repentance from sin and obedience to
His principles, thereby falsifying faith alone doctrine.
  meaning of the prodigal son: The Amazing Grace of the Hidden Word Linda Lee,
2005-12-01 The book THE AMAZING GRACE OF THE HIDDEN WORD by LINDA LEE is a truly
enlightening and thus life changing book. ~ DISCOVER THE SACRED TRUTHS THAT WERE
HIDDEN FROM US by the admitted revisions made to the English Bible. ~ LEARN OF THE TRUE
NATURE OF GOD, Hell, the fall of man and the angels, and the purpose for life. ~ EXPERIENCE
THE REALIZATION OF A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING of biblical symbolisms. ~ YESHUWA THE
MESSIAH URGED US TO REMEMBER OUR HIDDEN ORIGINS. He said, Remember therefore from
whence thou art fallen, and repent (Rev. 2: 5). ~ God incarnate as Yeshuwa the Saviour (aka Yeshua,
Jesus Christ) promised us, seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you (Matt. 7:
7). ~ THE AMAZING GRACE OF THE HIDDEN WORD offers the reader a rare opportunity to be
enlightened to the amazing truths contained in the Holy Bible. ~ Cover illustrations by Moze Edward
Howard ~ www.hipstargraphics.com ~ (On www.lulu.com, click on book name, then on Linda Lee to
access E-Book) ~ 8.5 X 11 Paperback Edition:
  meaning of the prodigal son: The Hermeneutical Spiral Grant R. Osborne, 2010-01-25 In
this revised and expanded edition, Grant Osborne provides seminary students and working pastors
with the full set of tools they need to travel the hermeneutical spiral—moving from sound exegesis to
the development of biblical and systematic theologies and to the preparation of sound, biblical
sermons.
  meaning of the prodigal son: Dostoevsky and the Affirmation of Life Predrag Cicovacki,
2017-07-12 Dostoevsky's philosophy of life is unfolded in this searching analysis of his five greatest
works: Notes from the Underground, Crime and Punishment, The Idiot, The Possessed, and The
Brothers Karamazov. Predrag Cicovacki deals with a fundamental issue in Dostoevsky's opus
neglected by all of his commentators: How can we affirm life and preserve a healthy optimism in the
face of an increasingly troublesome reality? This work displays the vital significance of Dostoevsky's
philosophy for understanding the human condition in the twenty-first century. The main task of this
insightful effort is to reconstruct and examine Dostoevsky's aesthetically motivated affirmation of
life, based on cycles of transgression and restoration. If life has no meaning, as his central figures
claim, it is absurd to affirm life and pointless to live. Since Dostoevsky's doubts concerning the
meaning of life resonate so deeply in our own age of pessimism and relativism, the central question
of this book, whether Dostoevsky can overcome the skepticism of his most brilliant creation, is
innately relevant. This volume includes a thorough literary analysis of Dostoevsky's texts, yet even
those who have not read all of these novels will find Cicovacki's analysis interesting and enthralling.
The reader will easily extrapolate Cicovacki's own philosophical interpretation of Dostoevsky's
literary heritage.
  meaning of the prodigal son: ABC Dictionary of Chinese Proverbs (Yanyu) John S.
Rohsenow, 2023-12-31 This Chinese-English dictionary of proverbs (yanyu) consists of approximately
4,000 Chinese proverbs alphabetically arranged by the first word(s) (ci) of the proverb according to
the Hanyu Pinyin transcription and Chinese characters (standard simplified), followed by a literal
(and when necessary also a figurative) English translation. Additional data such as brief usage notes,
sources, parallel expressions, cross-references, and famous instances of use are provided where
available. The proverbs are supplemented by an index of key words (both Chinese and English)
found in all entries and of all topics addressed. The author has provided a scholarly introduction
analyzing the definition, structure, usage, and history of these yanyu in traditional and contemporary
China as well as a bibliography of collections and relevant scholarly studies of yanyu. This work, the
first such scholarly collection to appear since the Reverend Scarborough’s 1926 collection, will be of
use not only to sinologists in a wide variety of fields, including anthropology, literature, sociology,
psychology, and history, but also to non-Chinese readers interested in Chinese culture or



comparative ethnolinguistic and paremiological research.
  meaning of the prodigal son: Teaching the Bible Mark Roncace, Patrick Gray, 2012-11-05
While books on pedagogy in a theoretical mode have proliferated in recent years, there have been
few that offer practical, specific ideas for teaching particular biblical texts. To address this need,
Teaching the Bible, a collection of ideas and activities written by dozens of innovative college and
seminary professors, outlines effective classroom strategies—with a focus on active learning—for the
new teacher and veteran professor alike. It includes everything from ways to incorporate film,
literature, art, and music to classroom writing assignments and exercises for groups and individuals.
The book assumes an academic approach to the Bible but represents a wide range of
methodological, theological, and ideological perspectives. This volume is an indispensable resource
for anyone who teaches classes on the Bible.
  meaning of the prodigal son: Is the Quest for Meaning the Quest for God? W Stoker, 1996
Traditionally, religion was the supplier of meaning. It is often said that the quest for meaning is at
bottom a quest for God, a quest that can only find an adequate answer in religion. But then what is
the alternative for those who reject religion? Emptiness and meaninglessness, as Nietzsche
succinctly formulated it: We have killed God. Are we not straying as through an infinite nothing? In
the meantime, non-believers have found a solution for the crisis in meaning. People are not (usually)
nihilists but live their lives and consider them to be meaningful without religion. This study is
concerned with determining once again the place of the ascription of meaning from the perspective
of the Christian faith in its relation to the non-religious ascription of meaning. For this purpose an
analysis is given of contemporary theological and philosophical views of the problem of meaning.
The crisis of meaning as it has arisen in Nietzsche and the theatre of the absurd is examined. Stoker
also discusses contemporary forms of the ascription of meaning without religion such as
self-actualization and functional rationality as sources of meaning. Stoker rejects an 'apologetics of
need'. He posits that the Christian faith does not have an exclusive right to the ascription of
meaning, but this obtains also for secular forms of the ascription of meaning such as humanism. Is
God then the 'ultimate concern' of each person? From the perspective of the Christian faith, yes, but
this does not mean that the non-religious ascription of meaning as such must be viewed negatively.
Stoker illustrates how the religious and the non-religious ascriptions of meaning are similar and how
they differ. Both are intended to be the source of meaning for human questions of life and death.
With respect to their differences the author demonstrates that the ascription of meaning from the
perspective of the Christian faith does not entail a disqualification of a non-religious worldview but is
intended to make people more human.
  meaning of the prodigal son: The Timeless Teachings of St John Paul II John E. Fagan,
2017-01-01 While pontiff, Saint John Paul II brought forth an abundance of documents which will
continue to be a permanent source of enrichment for the Church and society. This volume of
summaries of the Pope’s major documents, with questions for study, makes these invaluable writings
more accessible to each of us, and emphasizes the aspects of his teachings of most interest and
application to the lives of the laity. For personal, small group, or class enrichment, John Fagan’s
summaries help expose and illuminate the heart and mind of one of the Church’s greatest figures in
history. John E. Fagan is an attorney who lives and works in Northern Virginia. He was born in
Philadelphia and was raised in Colorado Springs. He has degrees from the University of Notre Dame
(BA), Northwestern University (JD), and New York University (LLM).
  meaning of the prodigal son: Which Bible Translation Should I Use? Andreas J.
Köstenberger, David A. Croteau, 2012-10-01 One of the most frequently asked questions related to
the Bible is, “Which Bible translation should I use?” People often wonder what is the all-around best
English Bible translation available. In this book, Douglas Moo, Wayne Grudem, Ray Clendenen, and
Philip Comfort make a case for the Bible translation he represents: the NIV 2011 (New International
Version), the ESV (English Standard Version), the HCSB (Holman Christian Standard Bible), and the
NLT (New Living Translation) respectively. In each case, the contributors explain the translation
philosophy under- lying these major recent versions. They also compare and contrast how specific



passages are translated in their version and other translations. Which Bible Translation Should I
Use? is ideal for anyone who is interested in the Bible and wants to know how the major recent
English translations compare. After you’ve read this book, you will be able to answer the title
question with confidence. You will also learn many other interesting details about specific passages
in the Bible from these top experts.
  meaning of the prodigal son: GRE Prep Course Jeff Kolby, 2021-01-15 Every year, students
pay $1,000 and more to test prep companies to prepare for the GRE. Now you can get the same
preparation in a book. GRE Prep Course provides the equivalent of a 2-month, 50-hour course.
Although the GRE is a difficult test, it is a very learnable test. GRE Prep Course presents a thorough
analysis of the GRE and introduces numerous analytic techniques that will help you immensely, not
only on the GRE but in graduate school as well. Features: * Math: Twenty-two chapters provide
comprehensive review of GRE math. * Verbal: Develop the ability to spot places from which
questions are likely to be drawn as you read a passage (pivotal words, counter-premises, etc.). Also,
learn the 4000 essential GRE words. * Writing: Comprehensive analysis of the writing task, including
writing techniques, punctuation, grammar, rhetoric, and style. * Mentor Exercises: These exercises
provide hints, insight, and partial solutions to ease your transition from seeing GRE problems solved
to solving them on your own.
  meaning of the prodigal son: The Teachings of Jesus Henry George Spaulding, 1887
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