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mistborn secret history summary reddit is a phrase frequently searched by fans of Brandon
Sanderson’s Mistborn series who seek a detailed exploration and analysis of the novella "Mistborn:
Secret History." This hidden gem provides a crucial behind-the-scenes look at key events in the
original Mistborn trilogy, revealing significant plot twists and expanding the cosmere universe. The
novella is especially popular on Reddit, where dedicated communities dissect its complex narrative
and implications. This article offers a comprehensive summary of Mistborn Secret History, capturing
its essential plot points, characters, and themes. It also addresses common discussions and
interpretations found on Reddit, helping readers understand the novella’s significance within the
broader Mistborn saga. Readers will find a clear breakdown of the story’s timeline, its connections to
other works, and the mysteries it unravels. The following table of contents outlines the key sections
covered in this article.
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Overview of Mistborn: Secret History
Mistborn: Secret History is a novella by Brandon Sanderson that serves as a companion piece to the
original Mistborn trilogy. It offers a parallel narrative that runs alongside the main events of the
trilogy, focusing on the character Kelsier and his experiences after death. The story reveals hidden
layers of the cosmere, particularly the nature of the Cognitive Realm and the powers of the Returned,
or “shades.” This novella is essential for fans seeking to understand the unseen consequences and
deeper mythology behind the Mistborn universe.

Purpose and Significance
The novella fills in gaps left by the main trilogy and provides a new perspective on familiar events. It
deepens the lore surrounding the metaphysical aspects of the cosmere, including the roles of Shards
and the interaction between the Physical, Cognitive, and Spiritual Realms. Mistborn Secret History
also sets the stage for future Sanderson works, making it a crucial read for those interested in the
overarching cosmere narrative.



Main Characters and Their Roles
The story centers on several pivotal characters, with Kelsier as the protagonist. His journey after
death offers insight into the unseen dimensions of the Mistborn world. Other important characters
include Hoid, the enigmatic traveler in the cosmere, and Vin, whose fate is intricately linked to the
novella’s plot.

Kelsier
As the main character, Kelsier’s experiences in the Cognitive Realm reveal the mechanics of death
and rebirth in the Mistborn universe. His unique position as a “Returned” shade allows him to
influence events from beyond the physical world, highlighting his rebellious and resourceful nature.

Hoid
Hoid appears as a cryptic figure who guides and interacts with Kelsier, providing cryptic advice and
aiding in the understanding of cosmere-wide phenomena. His presence connects Mistborn Secret
History to other Sanderson novels.

Vin
Vin’s actions during the original trilogy are observed from a new angle, showing how they affect the
unseen spiritual and cognitive planes. Her significance is amplified through the novella’s revelations.

Plot Summary and Timeline
Mistborn: Secret History runs concurrently with the events of the original trilogy but focuses on
Kelsier’s journey after his death. The narrative begins with Kelsier awakening in the Cognitive Realm,
where he learns about the true nature of his existence and the powers at play.

Key Plot Points

Kelsier’s realization that he exists as a Cognitive shadow after his physical death.1.

His interactions with Hoid, who educates him about the cosmere and the Shards that govern its2.
power.

Kelsier’s attempts to influence the physical world by interacting with living characters,3.
especially Vin.

The revelation of Ruin and Preservation as opposing Shards influencing the fate of the world.4.

Kelsier’s sacrifice to protect Vin and ensure the eventual defeat of Ruin.5.



The timeline intertwines with the trilogy’s events, providing a new vantage point on familiar battles
and decisions.

Key Themes and Concepts
Mistborn Secret History explores profound themes such as sacrifice, the nature of identity after death,
and the struggle between order and chaos embodied by the Shards. The novella delves into
metaphysical questions about the soul and free will, as well as the consequences of power on a
cosmic scale.

The Cognitive Realm
The novella extensively describes the Cognitive Realm, a dimension where thoughts and perceptions
shape reality. This realm serves as the setting for much of Kelsier’s posthumous journey and explains
how certain characters can influence the physical world from beyond.

Shards and Cosmology
The conflict between Ruin and Preservation, two Shards of Adonalsium, is central to the plot. The
novella expands on their interactions, motivations, and impact on the world of Scadrial, the setting of
Mistborn.

Connections to the Larger Cosmere Universe
Mistborn Secret History is integral to understanding the cosmere, Brandon Sanderson’s
interconnected universe of novels. It introduces concepts and characters that appear across multiple
series, establishing a cohesive mythos.

Hoid’s Role in the Cosmere
Hoid’s appearance links Mistborn to other cosmere works such as The Stormlight Archive and Elantris.
His knowledge and interventions hint at larger cosmere-wide events and his mysterious agenda.

Foreshadowing Future Works
The novella sets up future plotlines and reveals background information critical to upcoming books,
particularly those exploring the Shards and the nature of Investiture, the magical energy in the
cosmere.



Popular Reddit Discussions and Interpretations
On Reddit, Mistborn Secret History generates extensive discussion and analysis, with fans dissecting
its complex narrative and hidden clues. Common topics include character motivations, the
implications of Kelsier’s actions, and theories about the cosmere’s future.

Interpretation of Kelsier’s Fate
Reddit users debate the significance of Kelsier’s choices and his role as a “Returned” shade, often
exploring how his rebellion shapes the cosmere’s balance of power.

Thematic Analysis
Many posts focus on the novella’s deeper themes, such as the nature of sacrifice and destiny, drawing
connections to philosophical and theological concepts.

Fan Theories

Speculations about other characters’ hidden roles in the Cognitive Realm.

The potential for future interactions between Mistborn characters and those from other cosmere
series.

Predictions about the evolution of the conflict between Ruin and Preservation.

These discussions highlight the novella’s rich narrative and its ability to inspire ongoing engagement
within the fan community.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of Mistborn: Secret History according
to Reddit summaries?
Mistborn: Secret History primarily explores the story of Kelsier's spirit navigating the Cognitive Realm
after his death and reveals hidden events that run parallel to the original Mistborn trilogy.

How does Mistborn: Secret History connect to the main
Mistborn series?
It serves as a companion novella that fills in gaps and explains unseen events during the original
trilogy, providing deeper insight into key characters and the broader Cosmere universe.



What are some popular theories about Mistborn: Secret
History discussed on Reddit?
Reddit users often discuss theories about Kelsier's role in shaping future events, the true nature of
Ruin and Preservation, and connections between Mistborn and other Cosmere works.

Does Mistborn: Secret History reveal spoilers about the
original Mistborn trilogy?
Yes, it contains significant spoilers as it takes place concurrently and after the original trilogy, so
readers usually recommend finishing the main series before reading it.

How do Reddit users describe Kelsier's character
development in Mistborn: Secret History?
Many highlight Kelsier's complexity, showing him as more introspective and strategic, revealing his
motivations and struggles in a way not seen in the main trilogy.

Are there any important new characters introduced in
Mistborn: Secret History?
While the focus remains on established characters like Kelsier and Hoid, the novella introduces and
expands upon entities in the Cognitive Realm that add depth to the Cosmere mythology.

What is the significance of the Cognitive Realm in Mistborn:
Secret History as per Reddit discussions?
The Cognitive Realm is crucial as it serves as the battleground for spiritual and metaphysical
struggles, revealing how characters influence events beyond the physical world.

Where can I find detailed summaries and analyses of
Mistborn: Secret History on Reddit?
Subreddits like r/Mistborn and r/Cosmere have comprehensive fan-made summaries, discussion
threads, and analyses that break down the novella's plot and its implications within the Cosmere.

Additional Resources
1. Mistborn: Secret History - A Comprehensive Summary
This book offers an in-depth summary of "Mistborn: Secret History," exploring the hidden narratives
and key plot twists that complement the original Mistborn trilogy. It breaks down the story from
Kelsier’s perspective and reveals how his actions impact the overall Cosmere universe. Ideal for fans
seeking a clear and concise understanding of this secret novella.

2. Exploring Mistborn: Secret History on Reddit
A compilation of popular Reddit discussions and fan theories about "Mistborn: Secret History." This



title curates the most insightful posts, debates, and speculations from the Mistborn community,
providing readers with diverse interpretations and deeper insights into the novella’s mysteries.

3. The Hidden Layers of Mistborn: Secret History
This book delves into the symbolic and thematic elements of "Mistborn: Secret History," analyzing its
connection to other Cosmere works. It examines how Brandon Sanderson weaves complex lore and
character development into this short story, enhancing the Mistborn universe.

4. Mistborn: Secret History Explained for New Fans
Designed for readers new to the Mistborn series, this guide explains the key events and characters of
"Secret History" in simple terms. It provides context for how the novella fits into the larger Mistborn
timeline and why it’s essential for understanding the broader narrative.

5. Fan Theories and Speculations: Mistborn Secret History
A collection of fan-generated theories about the implications of "Mistborn: Secret History" on the
future of the Mistborn series and the Cosmere. This book discusses possible outcomes, hidden
meanings, and unanswered questions that continue to fuel fan discussions on platforms like Reddit.

6. The Cosmere Connection: Mistborn Secret History Insights
Explores the novella’s role in the greater Cosmere universe, highlighting its significance beyond the
Mistborn series. This book analyzes how "Secret History" ties into cosmere-wide themes, magic
systems, and character arcs, providing a broader understanding of Brandon Sanderson’s
interconnected worlds.

7. Character Study: Kelsier in Mistborn Secret History
Focuses on the development and motivations of Kelsier as revealed in "Secret History." Through
detailed analysis, this book uncovers new facets of his personality and his crucial role in shaping the
events of the Mistborn saga.

8. Understanding the Timeline: Mistborn Secret History and Beyond
This book clarifies the complex timeline surrounding "Mistborn: Secret History," aligning it with the
main trilogy and other related works. It helps readers navigate the chronology and better appreciate
the narrative’s placement within the Cosmere.

9. The Impact of Mistborn Secret History on the Mistborn Series
Examines how "Secret History" alters and enriches the original Mistborn trilogy’s storyline. This book
discusses the novella’s revelations, their effects on character arcs, and how they set the stage for
future Mistborn novels.
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2016-01-26 Note: This novella is included in Arcanum Unbounded: The Cosmere Collection, now
available in print, ebook, and audiobook from Tor (US/Canada) and Gollancz (UK/Commonwealth).
Mistborn: Secret History is a companion story to the original Mistborn Trilogy. As such, it contains
huge spoilers for the books Mistborn (The Final Empire), The Well of Ascension, and The Hero of
Ages. It also contains very minor spoilers for the book The Bands of Mourning. Mistborn: Secret
History builds upon the characterization, events, and worldbuilding of the original trilogy. Reading it
without that background will be a confusing process at best. In short, this isn’t the place to start
your journey into Mistborn. (Though if you have read the trilogy—but it has been a while—you
should be just fine, so long as you remember the characters and the general plot of the books.)
Saying anything more here risks revealing too much. Even knowledge of this story’s existence is, in
a way, a spoiler. There’s always another secret.
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