
men's spiritual beliefs afterlife

men's spiritual beliefs afterlife explore a diverse and profound aspect of human
culture, reflecting how different traditions and individuals conceptualize existence beyond
physical death. These beliefs often shape moral frameworks, life choices, and emotional
responses to mortality. Across various religions, philosophies, and personal spiritual paths,
men's perspectives on the afterlife reveal a rich tapestry of ideas, from reincarnation and
heaven to ancestral realms and spiritual continuance. Understanding these beliefs aids in
appreciating cultural differences and the psychological significance of afterlife concepts.
This article delves into key spiritual traditions, contemporary viewpoints, and the impact
of these beliefs on men's lives. The following table of contents outlines the main themes
explored in this comprehensive examination of men's spiritual beliefs afterlife.
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The Psychological Impact of Afterlife Beliefs

Modern Trends in Men's Spirituality and Afterlife

Common Themes in Men's Afterlife Beliefs

Religious Perspectives on the Afterlife
Religious traditions have historically provided the primary frameworks for men's spiritual
beliefs afterlife. These perspectives offer structured narratives about what happens after
death, often involving moral judgment, spiritual continuation, or transformation. Different
religions present varied conceptions of the afterlife, influencing adherents' worldview and
spiritual practices.

Christianity and the Afterlife
In Christianity, the afterlife is predominantly understood as an eternal existence in either
heaven or hell, contingent upon one's faith and moral conduct during life. Salvation
through Jesus Christ is central, promising believers eternal life in God's presence.
Concepts like resurrection, judgment day, and the soul's immortality play vital roles in
shaping men's spiritual beliefs afterlife within Christian contexts.

Islamic Views on Afterlife
Islam teaches a detailed vision of the afterlife, emphasizing resurrection, judgment, and



reward or punishment in paradise or hell. The Quran describes the soul's journey post-
death, highlighting accountability for earthly deeds. This belief profoundly influences
Muslim men's spiritual perspectives, encouraging a life of piety and adherence to religious
obligations to attain a favorable afterlife.

Hinduism and Reincarnation
Hinduism presents a cyclical concept of life, death, and rebirth known as samsara.
According to this belief, the soul undergoes multiple reincarnations influenced by
karma—the sum of one's actions. Liberation (moksha) from this cycle is the ultimate
spiritual goal, reflecting a unique approach to the afterlife that impacts men's spiritual
beliefs afterlife in Hindu cultures.

Buddhist Afterlife Concepts
Buddhism shares the idea of rebirth but focuses on escaping the cycle of suffering through
enlightenment (nirvana). The afterlife is not viewed as a permanent heaven or hell but as a
continuation of consciousness shaped by karma until liberation is achieved. This
philosophical approach deeply informs the spiritual outlook of many men practicing
Buddhism.

Philosophical and Cultural Interpretations
Beyond organized religion, men's spiritual beliefs afterlife are shaped by philosophical
inquiry and cultural traditions. These interpretations often address existential questions
about mortality, the nature of consciousness, and the possibility of continuation beyond
death.

Ancient Philosophies and Afterlife
Ancient Greek and Roman philosophies, such as those of Plato and Epicurus, offer
contrasting views on the afterlife. Plato advocated for the soul's immortality and its
journey after death, while Epicurus denied an afterlife, emphasizing the finality of death.
These early ideas continue to influence modern secular and spiritual perspectives on
men's afterlife beliefs.

Indigenous and Ancestral Beliefs
Many indigenous cultures hold beliefs in ancestral spirits and the ongoing presence of the
deceased within the community. These traditions often emphasize a spiritual connection
between the living and the dead, with rituals honoring ancestors and maintaining harmony
between worlds. Such beliefs shape men's spiritual identities in these cultural contexts.



Secular and Agnostic Perspectives
Some men adopt secular or agnostic viewpoints, either rejecting traditional afterlife
concepts or remaining uncertain about post-mortem existence. These perspectives often
focus on ethical living and legacy without reliance on spiritual afterlife assurances,
reflecting a growing trend in contemporary spiritual landscapes.

The Psychological Impact of Afterlife Beliefs
Men's spiritual beliefs afterlife significantly influence psychological well-being, coping
mechanisms, and attitudes toward death and grief. Understanding these impacts provides
insight into why afterlife beliefs remain central to human experience.

Comfort and Coping with Mortality
Belief in an afterlife often provides comfort in facing mortality, reducing fear of death and
existential anxiety. This psychological reassurance helps men process grief, loss, and
uncertainty, fostering resilience during life's challenges.

Motivation and Moral Behavior
Afterlife beliefs frequently motivate ethical conduct and purposeful living. The anticipation
of rewards or consequences in the afterlife encourages men to align actions with spiritual
or moral principles, reinforcing community values and personal integrity.

Grief and Bereavement Practices
Rituals and beliefs about the afterlife shape how men experience and express grief.
Spiritual frameworks offer pathways for mourning and remembrance, facilitating
emotional healing and connection with lost loved ones.

Modern Trends in Men's Spirituality and Afterlife
Contemporary men's spiritual beliefs afterlife reflect evolving cultural dynamics, increased
interfaith dialogue, and the influence of scientific understanding. These trends highlight a
diversification of afterlife concepts and spiritual expressions.

Interfaith and Syncretic Beliefs
Globalization and cultural exchange have led many men to adopt interfaith or syncretic
beliefs, blending elements from various spiritual traditions. This pluralistic approach
allows personalized interpretations of the afterlife that resonate with individual
experiences.



New Age and Esoteric Spirituality
New Age movements emphasize concepts like energy transformation, astral planes, and
spiritual ascension. These ideas offer alternative models of afterlife that appeal to men
seeking nontraditional spiritual paths.

Scientific and Materialist Influences
Advances in neuroscience and cosmology challenge traditional afterlife notions, prompting
some men to reconsider spiritual beliefs. However, many integrate scientific perspectives
with spirituality, fostering nuanced understandings of consciousness and existence.

Common Themes in Men's Afterlife Beliefs
Despite diversity, certain themes consistently appear across men's spiritual beliefs
afterlife, reflecting universal human concerns about death and meaning.

Immortality of the Soul: Many traditions assert that the soul or consciousness
persists beyond physical death.

Judgment and Moral Accountability: The idea that actions in life influence one's
fate after death is widespread.

Rebirth and Renewal: Concepts of reincarnation or spiritual rebirth emphasize
continuity and transformation.

Connection with Ancestors: Maintaining bonds with deceased family members is a
significant spiritual element.

Spiritual Liberation: The ultimate goal of freedom from suffering or the material
world appears in various faiths.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are common spiritual beliefs men hold about the
afterlife?
Many men believe in an afterlife that involves some form of continuation of the soul, such
as heaven, reincarnation, or spiritual existence beyond physical death.



How do men's spiritual beliefs about the afterlife vary
across cultures?
Men's beliefs about the afterlife vary widely, with some cultures emphasizing resurrection,
others focusing on reincarnation, and some believing in ancestral spirits or eternal rest.

Do men tend to have different afterlife beliefs compared
to women?
Studies suggest men and women may differ slightly in afterlife beliefs, with men
sometimes showing more skepticism but also a strong focus on legacy and honor in the
afterlife.

How does age influence men's spiritual beliefs about the
afterlife?
As men age, they often become more reflective about mortality and may develop stronger
or more defined spiritual beliefs about the afterlife.

What role does religion play in shaping men's afterlife
beliefs?
Religion heavily influences men's beliefs about the afterlife, providing frameworks such as
heaven and hell, reincarnation, or spiritual liberation depending on the faith tradition.

Are men more likely to believe in a physical versus
spiritual afterlife?
Men's beliefs vary, but many lean towards a spiritual afterlife focused on the soul's
journey rather than a physical resurrection or existence.

How do men's afterlife beliefs impact their behavior and
life choices?
Belief in an afterlife often encourages men to live according to moral or ethical codes,
focus on legacy, and seek meaning beyond material success.

What are some modern trends in men's spiritual beliefs
about the afterlife?
Modern trends include a rise in individualized spirituality, belief in energy or
consciousness continuation, and skepticism toward traditional religious afterlife concepts.

How do men's afterlife beliefs influence their coping



mechanisms with death and loss?
Men's beliefs in an afterlife can provide comfort, reduce fear of death, and help them find
meaning when grieving the loss of loved ones.

Can men's afterlife beliefs change over time?
Yes, men's spiritual beliefs about the afterlife often evolve due to life experiences,
education, exposure to different cultures, and personal reflection.

Additional Resources
1. The Soul's Journey: Understanding Men's Spiritual Beliefs About the Afterlife
This book explores the diverse perspectives men hold regarding what happens after death.
Drawing from various religious and philosophical traditions, it delves into the concept of
the soul’s journey beyond the physical world. Readers will gain insight into how cultural
backgrounds influence men's views on life after death and spiritual continuity.

2. Beyond the Veil: Men's Spiritual Encounters with the Afterlife
Focusing on personal stories and testimonies, this book presents firsthand accounts of
men who have experienced near-death experiences and other spiritual encounters. It
examines how these experiences shape their beliefs about the afterlife. The narrative
encourages readers to reflect on the possibility of life beyond death through a male
spiritual lens.

3. Warrior Spirits: Masculinity and the Afterlife in Ancient Traditions
This work investigates ancient warrior cultures and their beliefs about the afterlife,
emphasizing the role of masculinity in spiritual traditions. It covers Norse, Samurai, and
Native American views on death, honor, and the spirit world. The book highlights how
these traditions continue to influence modern men's spirituality.

4. Echoes of Eternity: Men's Reflections on Death and the Afterlife
A contemplative collection of essays and meditations by men from different faiths, this
book encourages deep reflection on mortality and what comes after. It explores themes of
redemption, legacy, and spiritual transformation. The varied perspectives offer a broad
understanding of how men find meaning in the concept of eternity.

5. The Silent Passage: Men's Spiritual Preparation for the Afterlife
This book addresses the practices and rituals men engage in to prepare spiritually for
death. It covers topics such as meditation, prayer, and ethical living as means to achieve
peace in the afterlife. Practical advice is provided alongside philosophical discussions on
the significance of spiritual readiness.

6. Guardians of the Beyond: Male Spiritual Guides and Afterlife Beliefs
Exploring the role of male spiritual leaders and mentors, this book looks at how guidance
shapes men's understanding of the afterlife. It includes profiles of shamans, priests, and
elders who help navigate spiritual transitions. The book emphasizes the importance of
community and tradition in forming afterlife beliefs.



7. Shadows and Light: Reconciling Masculinity with Spiritual Afterlife Concepts
This book tackles the challenges men face in integrating traditional masculinity with
spiritual beliefs about life after death. It discusses psychological and cultural barriers and
offers ways to embrace vulnerability and spiritual growth. The narrative promotes a
balanced approach to masculinity and spirituality.

8. Men of Faith: Stories of Afterlife Belief Across Cultures
A multicultural anthology, this book compiles stories and beliefs from men around the
world regarding the afterlife. It highlights similarities and differences in spiritual outlooks
shaped by religion, geography, and personal experience. Readers are invited to appreciate
the rich tapestry of men's spiritual beliefs globally.

9. The Eternal Quest: Men's Search for Meaning Beyond Death
This philosophical exploration delves into why men seek understanding of the afterlife and
what it means for their lives today. It discusses existential questions and spiritual
philosophies that drive the quest for meaning beyond death. The book encourages readers
to contemplate their own beliefs and the legacy they wish to leave behind.
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  men s spiritual beliefs afterlife: Afterlife and Resurrection Beliefs in the Apocrypha and
Apocalyptic Literature Jan Age Sigvartsen, 2019-09-19 Jan A. Sigvartsen seeks to examine the
immense interest in life after death, and speculation about the fates awaiting both the righteous and
the wicked, that proliferated in the Second Temple period. In this volume Sigvartsen explores the
Apocrypha and the apocalyptic writings in the Pseudepigrapha. He identifies the numerous afterlife
and resurrection beliefs and presents an analysis that enables readers to easily understand and
compare the wide-ranging beliefs regarding the afterlife that these texts hold. A careful reading of
these resurrection passages, including passages appearing in Sirach, Maccabees, the Sibylline
Oracles and the Ezra texts, reveals that most of the distinct views on life-after-death, regardless of
their complexity, show little evidence of systematic development relational to one another, and are
often supported by several key passages or shared motifs from texts that later became a part of the
TaNaKh. Sigvartsen also highlights the factors that may have influenced the development of so many
different resurrection beliefs; including anthropology, the nature of the soul, the scope of the
resurrection, the number and function of judgments, and the final destination of the righteous and
the wicked. Sigvartsen's study provides a deeper understanding of how the “TaNaKh” was read by
different communities during this important period, and the role it played in the development of the
resurrection belief – a central article of faith in both Christianity and Rabbinic Judaism.
  men s spiritual beliefs afterlife: Trauma, Religion and Spirituality in Germany during the
First World War Jason Crouthamel, 2021-10-21 This book explores the impact of violence on the
religious beliefs of front soldiers and civilians in Germany during the First World War. The central
argument is that religion was the main prism through which men and women in the Great War
articulated and processed trauma. Inspired by trauma studies, the history of emotions, and the social
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and cultural history of religion, this book moves away from the history of clerical authorities and
institutions at war and instead focuses on the history of religion and war 'from below.' Jason
Crouthamel provides a fascinating exploration into the language and belief systems used by ordinary
people to explain the inexplicable. From Judeo-Christian traditions to popular beliefs and
'superstitions,' German soldiers and civilians depended on a malleable psychological toolbox that
included a hybrid of ideas stitched together using prewar concepts mixed with images or
experiences derived from the surreal environment of modern combat. Perhaps most interestingly,
studying the front experience exposes not only lived religion, but also how religious beliefs are
invented. Front soldiers in particular constructed new, subjective spiritual and religious concepts
based on encounters with industrialized weapons, the sacred experience of comradeship, and
immersion in mass death, which profoundly altered their sense of self and the supernatural. More
than just a coping mechanism, religious language and beliefs enabled victims, and perpetrators, of
violence to narrate concepts of psychological renewal and rebirth. In the wake of defeat and
revolution, religious concepts shaped by the war experience also became a cornerstone of visions for
radical political movements, including the National Socialists, to transform a shattered and
embittered German nation. Making use of letters between soldiers and civilians, diaries, memoirs
and front newspapers, Trauma, Religion and Spirituality in Germany during the First World War
offers a unique glimpse into the belief systems of men and women at a turning point in European
history.
  men s spiritual beliefs afterlife: Death and the Afterlife Robert A. Morey, 1984 An exploration
of the rituals, beliefs, art, and mythology humans have used to understand death and the afterlife
examines a wide range of practices and traditions--Mexico's Day of the Dead, Victorian funeral
customs, the Tibetan Book of the Dead, the burial of Pharoahs, cryonics, and ideas from the Bible--to
show a variety of human responses to death.
  men s spiritual beliefs afterlife: The Everything Guide to Evidence of the Afterlife Joseph M
Higgins, Chuck Bergman, 2011-01-18 Find out the truth about the other side... Is there life after
death? Or is the end of our physical existence really the end of us? In this thought-provoking guide,
you will examine scientific evidence so you can decide for yourself whether or not there is an
afterlife. Medium Joseph M. Higgins and Psychic Cop Chuck Bergman attempt to answer questions
like: Does consciousness survive death? Is communication possible between the living and the dead?
Are mediums real--or frauds? What happens to us during near-death experiences? Where do we go
when we die? Are we heaven and hell actualities? What is life like after death? Is reincarnation
real--and is everyone reincarnated? Including an overview of various religious afterlife traditions,
The Everything Guide to Evidence of the Afterlife introduces you to the unlimited possibilities of
what we face after our release from the physical world.
  men s spiritual beliefs afterlife: Religion, Spirituality, and Masculinity Anthony Isacco,
Jay C. Wade, 2019-04-25 Religion, Spirituality, and Masculinity provides concrete, practical
suggestions for mental health professionals. Drawing from decades of clinical experience working
with men and interdisciplinary insights from psychology, sociology, religion, and more, the authors
explore some of the most salient aspects of men’s mental and spiritual health. Chapters focus on
topics such as men’s relationships to religion and to masculinity, shame, and forgiveness, and
concerns such as pornography use and drifting between religious affiliations. In addition to relevant
theory and research, each chapter includes a case study and clear, science-informed strategies that
can be incorporated into everyday practice in ways that improve men’s health and wellbeing.
  men s spiritual beliefs afterlife: In the Course of a Lifetime Michele Dillon, Paul Wink,
2007-03-20 In the Course of a Lifetime provides an unprecedented portrait of the dynamic role
religion plays in the everyday experiences of Americans over the course of their lives. The book
draws from a unique sixty-year-long study of close to two hundred mostly Protestant and Catholic
men and women who were born in the 1920s and interviewed in adolescence, and again in the
1950s, 1970s, 1980s, and late 1990s. Woven throughout with rich, intimate life stories, the book
presents and analyzes a wide range of data from this study on the participants' religious and



spiritual journeys. A testament to the vibrancy of religion in the United States, In the Course of a
Lifetime provides an illuminating and sometimes surprising perspective on how individual lives have
intersected with cultural change throughout the decades of the twentieth century.
  men s spiritual beliefs afterlife: The Religious and Spiritual Life of the Jews of Medina
Haggai Mazuz, 2014-07-03 In The Religious and Spiritual Life of the Jews of Medina Haggai Mazuz
offers an account of the halakhic character of the Jewish community of Medina in the seventh
century CE. Making use of a unique methodology of comparison between Islamic and Jewish
sources, Mazuz convincingly argues that the Jews of Medina were Talmudic-Rabbinic Jews in almost
every respect. Their sages believed in using homiletic interpretation of the Scriptures, as did the
sages of the Talmud. On many halakhic issues, their observations were identical to those of the
Talmudic sages. In addition, they held Rabbinic beliefs, sayings and motifs derived from the
Midrashic literature. The Religious and Spiritual Life of the Jews of Medina is a wonderful reference
work for Talmudic study, Jewish history, and Islamic history. A must-have book for every library. -
Haim Gottschalk, Association of Jewish Libraries, vol.5, no.3 (2015) Mazuz confronts an admirably
wide range of Arabic sources, from the Qurʾan to prophetic biographies and ḥadīth compilations as
well as legal and theological works. The breadth of the evidence provided to support the conclusion
about the religious identity of Medina’s Jews is impressive. - Harry Munt, University of York, The
Review of Rabbinic Judaism, vol.19 (2016)
  men s spiritual beliefs afterlife: The Psychology of Religion and Spirituality for Clinicians
Jamie Aten, Kari O'Grady, Everett Worthington, Jr., 2013-06-19 The purpose of this edited book is to
provide mental health practitioners with a functional understanding of the empirical literature on
the psychology of religion and spirituality, while at the same time outlining clinical implications,
assessments, and strategies for counseling and psychotherapy. This text is different from others on
this topic because it will help to bridge the gap between the psychology of religion and spirituality
research and clinical practice. Each chapter covers clinically relevant topics, such as religious and
spiritual development, religious and spiritual coping, and mystical and spiritual experiences as well
as discuss clinical implications, clinical assessment, and treatment strategies. Diverse religious and
spiritual (e.g., Jewish, Islamic, Christian, and Buddhist, etc.) clinical examples are also be integrated
throughout the chapters to further connect the psychology of religion and spirituality research with
related clinical implications.--Provided by publisher
  men s spiritual beliefs afterlife: Aging, Spirituality, and Religion Melvin Kimble, Susan H.
McFadden, 2002-12-01 Volume II picks up where Volume I left off--with practical advice and tools
for ministry with the aging in a variety of settings. Gerontological and theological perspectives
undergird the practical guidance and a final section treats of the unique ethical issues involved in
ministry with the aging.
  men s spiritual beliefs afterlife: Suicide: A Global Perspective Maurizio Pompili, 2012-09-19
In the year 2000, approximately one million people died from suicide: a global mortality rate of 16
per 100,000, or one death every 40 seconds. In the last 45 years suicide rates have increased by
60% worldwide. Suicide is now among the three leading causes of death among those aged 15-44
years (both sexes); these figures do not include suicide attempts up to 20 times more frequent than
completed suicide. Suicide worldwide is estimated to represent 1.8% of the total global burden of
disease in1998, and 2.4% in countries with market and former socialist economies in 2020. Although
traditionally suicide rates have been highest among the male elderly, rates among young people
have been increasing to such an extent that they are now the group at highest risk in a third of
countries, in both developed and developing countries. Mental disorders (particularly depression
and substance abuse) are associated with more than 90% of all cases of suicide; however, suicide
results from many complex sociocultural factors and is more likely to occur particularly during
periods of socioeconomic, family and individual crisis situations (e.g., loss of a loved one,
employment, honour). The economic costs associated with completed and attempted suicide are
estimated to be in the billions of dollars. One million lives lost each year are more than those lost
from wars and murder annually in the world. It is three times the catastrophic loss of life in the



tsunami disaster in Asia in 2005. Every day of the year, the number of suicides is equivalent to the
number of lives lost in the attack on the World Trade Center Twin Towers on 9/11 in 2001. Everyone
should be aware of the warning signs for suicide: Someone threatening to hurt or kill him/herself, or
taking of wanting to hurt or kill him/herself; someone looking for ways to kill him/herself by seeking
access to firearms, available pills, or other means; someone talking or writing about death, dying or
suicide, when these actions are out of the ordinary for the person. Also, high risk of suicide is
generally associated with hopelessness; rage, uncontrolled anger, seeking revenge; acting reckless
or engaging in risky activities, seemingly without thinking; feeling trapped – like there’s no way out;
increased alcohol or drug use; withdrawing from friends, family and society, anxiety, agitation,
unable to sleep or sleeping all the time; dramatic mood changes; no reason for living; no sense of
purpose in life. Table 1: Understanding and helping the suicidal individual should be a task for all.
Suicide Myths How to Help the Suicidal Person Warning Sights of Suicide Myth: Suicidal people just
want to die. Fact: Most of the time, suicidal people are torn between wanting to die and wanting to
live. Most suicidal individuals don’t want death; they just want to stoop the great psychological or
emotional pain they are experiencing -Listen; -Accept the person’s feelings as they are; -Do not be
afraid to talk about suicide directly -Ask them if they developed a plan of suicide; -Expressing
suicidal feelings or bringing up the topic of suicide; -Giving away prized possessions settling affairs,
making out a will; -Signs of depression: loss of pleasure, sad mood, alterations in sleeping/eating
patterns, feelings of hopelessness; Myth: People who commit suicide do not warn others. Fact: Eight
out of every 10 people who kill themselves give definite clues to their intentions. They leave
numerous clues and warnings to others, although clues may be non-verbal of difficult to detect.
-Remove lethal means for suicide from person’s home -Remind the person that depressed feelings do
change with time; -Point out when death is chosen, it is irreversible; -Change of behavior (poor work
or school performance) -Risk-taking behaviors -Increased use of alcohol or drugs -Social isolation
-Developing a specific plan for suicide Myth: People who talk about suicide are only trying to get
attention. They won’t really do it. Fact: Few commit suicide without first letting someone know how
they feel. Those who are considering suicide give clues and warnings as a cry for help. Over 70%
who do threaten to commit suicide either make an attempt or complete the act. -Express your
concern for the person; -Develop a plan for help with the person; -Seek outside emergency
intervention at a hospital, mental health clinic or call a suicide prevention center Myth: Don’t
mention suicide to someone who’s showing signs of depression. It will plant the idea in their minds
and they will act on it. Fact: Many depressed people have already considered suicide as an option.
Discussing it openly helps the suicidal person sort through the problems and generally provides a
sense of relief and understanding. Suicide is preventable. Most suicidal individuals desperately want
to live; they are just unable to see alternatives to their problems. Most suicidal individuals give
definite warnings of their suicidal intentions, but others are either unaware of the significance of
these warnings or do not know how to respond to them. Talking about suicide does not cause
someone to be suicidal; on the contrary the individual feel relief and has the opportunity to
experience an empathic contact. Suicide profoundly affects individuals, families, workplaces,
neighbourhoods and societies. The economic costs associated with suicide and self-inflicted injuries
are estimated to be in the billions of dollars. Surviving family members not only suffer the trauma of
losing a loved one to suicide, and may themselves be at higher risk for suicide and emotional
problems. Mental pain is the basic ingredient of suicide. Edwin Shneidman calls such pain
“psychache” [1], meaning an ache in the psyche. Shneidman suggested that the key questions to ask
a suicidal person are ‘Where do you hurt?’ and ‘How may I help you?’. If the function of suicide is to
put a stop to an unbearable flow of painful consciousness, then it follows that the clinician’s main
task is to mollify that pain. Shneidman (1) also pointed out that the main sources of psychological
pain, such as shame, guilt, rage, loneliness, hopelessness and so forth, stem from frustrated or
thwarted psychological needs. These psychological needs include the need for achievement, for
affiliation, for autonomy, for counteraction, for exhibition, for nurturance, for order and for
understanding. Shneidman [2], who is considered the father of suicidology, has proposed the



following definition of suicide: ‘Currently in the Western world, suicide is a conscious act of
self-induced annihilation, best understood as a multidimensional malaise in a needful individual who
defines an issue for which the suicide is perceived as the best solution’. Shneidman has also
suggested that ‘that suicide is best understood not so much as a movement toward death as it is a
movement away from something and that something is always the same: intolerable emotion,
unendurable pain, or unacceptable anguish. Strategies involving restriction of access to common
methods of suicide have proved to be effective in reducing suicide rates; however, there is a need to
adopt multi-sectoral approaches involving other levels of intervention and activities, such as crisis
centers. There is compelling evidence indicating that adequate prevention and treatment of
depression, alcohol and substance abuse can reduce suicide rates. School-based interventions
involving crisis management, self-esteem enhancement and the development of coping skills and
healthy decision making have been demonstrated to reduce the risk of suicide among the youth.
Worldwide, the prevention of suicide has not been adequately addressed due to basically a lack of
awareness of suicide as a major problem and the taboo in many societies to discuss openly about it.
In fact, only a few countries have included prevention of suicide among their priorities. Reliability of
suicide certification and reporting is an issue in great need of improvement. It is clear that suicide
prevention requires intervention also from outside the health sector and calls for an innovative,
comprehensive multi-sectoral approach, including both health and non-health sectors, e.g.,
education, labour, police, justice, religion, law, politics, the media.
  men s spiritual beliefs afterlife: The Dakota Peoples Jessica Dawn Palmer, 2010-03-22 The
Dakota people, alternatively referred to as Sioux Native Americans or Oceti Sakowin (The People of
the Seven Council Fires), have a storied history that extends to a time well before the arrival of
European settlers. This work offers a comprehensive history of the Dakota people and is largely
based on eyewitness accounts from the Dakota themselves, including legends, traditions, and winter
counts. Included are detailed analyses of the various divisions (tribes and bands) of the Dakota
people, including the Lakota and Nakota tribes. Topics explored include the Dakotas' early
government, the role of women within the Dakota tribes, the rituals and rites of the Dakota people,
and the influence of the white man in destroying Dakotan culture.
  men s spiritual beliefs afterlife: The Man Who Could Fly Michael Grosso, 2015-12-14 St.
Joseph of Copertino began having mystical visions at the age of seven, but it was not until he began
practicing his faith as a Franciscan priest that he realized the full potential of his mind’s power over
his body—he was able to levitate. Throughout his priesthood St. Joseph became famous for frequent
levitations that were observed on hundreds of occasions and by thousands of witnesses, including
many skeptics. Michael Grosso delves into the biography of the saint to explore the many strange
phenomena that surrounded his life and develops potential physical explanations for some of the
most astounding manifestations of his religious ecstasy. Grosso draws upon contemporary
explorations into cognition, the relationship between the human mind and body, and the
scientifically recorded effects of meditation and other transcendent practices to reveal the
implications of St. Joseph’s experiences and abilities.
  men s spiritual beliefs afterlife: The Classic Collection of Bronisław Malinowski. (7
Books). Illustrated Bronisław Malinowski, 2025-06-03 The Classic Collection of Bronisław
Malinowski: Illustrated showcases a compilation of influential works by the renowned anthropologist
Bronisław Malinowski. This anthology includes illustrated editions of some of Malinowski's most
seminal writings, such as Argonauts of the Western Pacific, Myth in Primitive Psychology, Freedom
& Civilization, Magic, Science and Religion, and other essays. In Argonauts of the Western Pacific,
Malinowski provides a groundbreaking ethnographic study of the Trobriand Islanders, offering
insights into their social organization, economic practices, and rituals surrounding the Kula
exchange. Myth in Primitive Psychology delves into the role of myth and ritual in the psychology of
indigenous peoples, exploring how these cultural expressions serve to address fundamental human
needs and anxieties. Freedom & Civilization offers philosophical reflections on the relationship
between individual freedom and societal structure, drawing on anthropological insights to illuminate



the complexities of human civilization. Magic, Science and Religion presents a series of essays that
examine the interplay between magic, science, and religion in human societies, challenging
prevailing Western assumptions about these phenomena. Through vivid illustrations, this edition
enhances the reader's understanding and appreciation of Malinowski's seminal contributions to
anthropology and social science. Whether delving into the intricacies of Trobriand society or
exploring broader themes of culture, belief, and society, The Classic Collection of Bronisław
Malinowski offers readers a captivating journey through the work of one of the most influential
anthropologists of the 20th century. Contents: Argonauts of the Western Pacific Crime and Custom
in Savage Society Myth in Primitive Psychology Sex and Repression in Savage Society Freedom &
Civilization Magic, Science and Religion and Other Essays Baloma; the Spirits of the Dead in the
Trobriand Islands
  men s spiritual beliefs afterlife: A Guide to Psychosocial and Spiritual Care at the End of Life
Henry S. Perkins, 2017-03-17 Psychological, social, and spiritual care is as important as physical
care at the end of life. Yet caregivers often feel ill-equipped to give that nonphysical care. This book
shows how to do it. The book addresses all caregivers who attend dying patients: doctors, nurses,
chaplains, clergy in the pastorate, social workers, clinical psychologists, family caregivers, and
others. It covers such topics as the functional and emotional trajectories of dying; the varied
approaches of patients and caregivers to end-of-life decisions; culturally based beliefs about dying;
the differences between depression and grief; and people’s views about the right time to die, the
death experience itself, and the afterlife. For each topic the book introduces core concepts and
summarizes recent research about them. The book presents much of its material in readable tables
for easy reference; applies the material to real-life cases; lists the main “take home” points for each
chapter; and gives references for additional reading. The book helps caregivers anticipate the
reactions of patients and survivors to end-of-life traumas and suggests how caregivers can respond
insightfully and compassionately. At the same time the book challenges caregivers to think through
their own views about death and dying. This book, therefore, is a must-read for all
caregivers―professional and nonprofessional alike―who strive to give their patients comprehensive,
high-quality end-of-life care.
  men s spiritual beliefs afterlife: Anthropology. Сlassic collection (12 Books). Illustrated
Emile Durkheim, Edward Burnett Tylor, Alfred C. Haddon , Margaret Mead, Bronisław Malinowski,
2025-07-15 Anthropology: Classic Collection presents a comprehensive anthology featuring 15
illustrated books that represent foundational works in the field of anthropology. This collection
includes seminal texts such as Coming of Age in Samoa by Margaret Mead, The Elementary Forms
of the Religious by Émile Durkheim, History of Anthropology, Argonauts of the Western Pacific by
Bronisław Malinowski, Sex and Repression in Savage Society, and others. Coming of Age in Samoa
offers insights into the cultural practices and social dynamics of Samoan society, challenging
Western notions of adolescence and sexuality. The Elementary Forms of the Religious explores the
role of religion in human societies, presenting a seminal theory on the origins and functions of
religious beliefs and rituals. History of Anthropology provides a comprehensive overview of the
development of anthropology as a discipline, tracing its evolution from its early roots to
contemporary practices. Argonauts of the Western Pacific offers an ethnographic study of the
Trobriand Islanders, providing insights into their social organization, economic practices, and rituals
surrounding the Kula exchange. Sex and Repression in Savage Society delves into the complexities
of sexuality and social norms in traditional societies, challenging Western assumptions about sexual
behavior and repression. Enhanced with illustrations, this collection brings to life the diverse
cultures, rituals, and social structures discussed in the texts, offering readers a visually engaging
and intellectually stimulating exploration of anthropology. Whether delving into the intricacies of
cultural practices or examining broader themes of human society and behavior, Anthropology:
Classic Collection provides a comprehensive and insightful journey through the rich tapestry of
human culture and diversity. Contents: Emile Durkheim The Elementary Forms of the Religious
Edward Burnett Tylor Primitive culture. vol. 1,2. Alfred C. Haddon Magic and Fetishism Legends of



the Torres Straits History of anthropology Margaret Mead Coming of Age in Samoa Bronisław
Malinowski Argonauts of the Western Pacific Crime and Custom in Savage Society Myth in Primitive
Psychology Sex and Repression in Savage Society Freedom & Civilization Magic, Science and
Religion and Other Essays Baloma; the Spirits of the Dead in the Trobriand Islands
  men s spiritual beliefs afterlife: Solitary Pagans Helen A. Berger, 2019-08-12 An exploration
of the increasingly popular phenomenon of solitary practice within contemporary paganism Solitary
Pagans is the first book to explore the growing phenomenon of contemporary Pagans who practice
alone. Although the majority of Pagans in the United States have abandoned the tradition of
practicing in groups, little is known about these individuals or their way of practice. Helen A. Berger
fills that gap by building on a massive survey of contemporary practitioners. By examining the data,
Berger describes solitary practitioners demographically and explores their spiritual practices, level
of social engagement, and political activities. Contrasting the solitary Pagans with those who
practice in groups and more generally with other non-Pagan Americans, she also compares
contemporary U.S. Pagans with those in the United Kingdom, Australia, and Canada. Berger brings
to light the new face of contemporary paganism by analyzing those who learn about the religion
from books or the Internet and conduct rituals alone in their gardens, the woods, or their homes.
Some observers believe this social isolation and political withdrawal has resulted in an increase in
narcissism and a decline in morality, while others argue to the contrary that it has produced a new
form of social integration and political activity. Berger posits the implications of her findings to
reveal a better understanding of other metaphysical religions and those who shun traditional
religious organizations.
  men s spiritual beliefs afterlife: Heaven Jacky Newcomb, 2013-02-14 Afterlife expert and
bestselling author Jacky Newcomb knows that the spirit world is real. Thousands of people have
experienced contact from the departed or seen the afterlife themselves. After collecting these
experiences for 12 years, Jacky answers key questions in Heaven, like: - What happens to the soul
once the body dies? - Do our experiences on earth and our beliefs affect the next part of the journey?
- Did our loved ones make it safely to heaven? - Can we communicate with the departed? In Heaven,
Jacky Newcomb will bring peace, reassurance and hope to everyone who has ever wondered about
life after death. Jacky Newcomb is the UK's leading expert on the afterlife, having dedicated her life
to the subject. She is a Sunday Times bestselling author with numerous awards to her name, a
regular columnist forTake A Break's Fate & Fortune magazine, and is a regular on ITV's This
Morning, Lorraine Kelly' show and C5 Live with Gabby Logan.
  men s spiritual beliefs afterlife: IN OUR IMAGE: The History and Mystery In Our Look
at Life Debra Marie Albaugh, 2014-05-11 Also available in economical Study Guide version with full
text, and Digital Edition in full color. This is the Teacher's edition, full color, 8 1/2 square, 343
pages. Worldviews are a significant part of the way we view the world. They impact our perception
of reality. They impact our perception of the environment. And they impact our perception of
ourselves. They relate, as I had seen, as I adventured through worldview study and interaction,
writing college papers and identifying events in history that led to the current views in the world.
The writing does not only contain evidence relating to the spirit, it also contains the unveiling of
mysteries I discovered during study, personal accounts, and includes steps that followed in
understanding how these mysteries seem to form the world. The study, relaying the way the views
impact theology, philosophy, the world, and the unborn, continues unveiling, but I must put this
much down on paper for now--a compilation from my A papers in Biblical study.
  men s spiritual beliefs afterlife: Suicide and Culture 2.0 Erminia Colucci, David Lester,
2025-03-24 ###BOLD#TEXT[Integrating the role of culture is critical in preventing suicide]###
Written by leading suicide researchers Explores suicide in different cultural contexts Highlights how
to conduct culturally sensitive studies Building on the seminal work of Colucci and Lester (2013),
this volume examines the unique perspective of the role culture plays in suicide research and
prevention. With the current domination of individual and largely biomedical approaches in the field,
these leading social scientists and suicide researchers carefully show how important integrating



sociocultural factors is in helping to prevent people from dying by suicide and support those who live
with suicidality. The first section addresses the fundamental issues of why culture is of vital
importance in understanding and preventing suicidal behavior, what the cultural meaning of suicide
is, and where current research and theory are taking us. It concludes with a thought-provoking
perspective on suicide as a staged performance. The second section features a mixed-methods
cross-cultural study on the meanings of suicide in Australian, Indian, and Italian cultures. Additional
chapters explore a culturally specific form of suicide (i.e., sati in India), suicide among Roma and
Irish Travellers, and a community-based suicide prevention strategy for different populations,
including migrants and refugees and people from low-and-middle-income Asian countries. The
authors conclude with insightful recommendations for conducting culturally sensitive and
meaningful studies. This volume is essential reading for anyone involved in suicide research and
prevention and more broadly to those interested in the sociocultural and political contexts of mental
health.
  men s spiritual beliefs afterlife: Gender and Religion in the City Clara Greed, 2019-11-07
This book provides a conceptual, historical and contemporary context to the relationships between
gender, religion and cities. It draws together these three components to provide an innovative view
of how religion and gender interact and affect urban form and city planning. While there have been
many books that deal with religion and cities; gender and cities; and gender and religion, this book
is unique in bringing these three subjects together. This trio of inter-relationships is first explored
within Western Christianity: in Roman Catholicism, Protestantism, Eastern Orthodoxy and in the
Pentecostal and Charismatic movements. A wider perspective is then provided in chapters on the
ways in which Islam shapes urban development and influences the position of Muslim women in
urban space. While official religions have declined in the West there is still a desire for new forms of
spirituality, and this is discussed in chapters on municipal spirituality and on the rise of paganism
and the links to both environmentalism and feminism. Finally, ways of taking into account both
gender and religion within the statutory urban planning system are presented. This book will be of
great interest to those researching environment and gender, urban planning and sustainability,
human geography and religion.
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