michael swango trial

michael swango trial remains one of the most notorious and chilling medical
criminal cases in recent American history. This trial uncovered the
disturbing actions of Michael Swango, a licensed physician accused of
intentionally harming and murdering patients over several years. The case
revealed significant failures within the medical system in detecting and
preventing his deadly activities. This article provides a comprehensive
overview of the michael swango trial, detailing the background of the
accused, the investigation process, the legal proceedings, and the aftermath
of the case. Additionally, it explores the broader impact on healthcare
regulations and medical ethics prompted by this trial. Readers will gain
insights into how the justice system handled this complex case and the
lessons learned to enhance patient safety.

Background of Michael Swango

Investigation and Evidence Gathering

Legal Proceedings of the Michael Swango Trial

Impact on Medical Practices and Regulations

Legacy and Lessons from the Trial

Background of Michael Swango

Michael Swango was a licensed medical doctor whose career was marked by a
series of suspicious patient deaths and illnesses occurring under his care.
Born in 1954, Swango graduated from medical school and secured positions in
various hospitals across the United States. Despite early warning signs and
reports of malpractice, he managed to maintain his position in the medical
field for years. His ability to evade detection was facilitated by falsified
records and a pattern of working in multiple institutions. The background of
michael swango trial reveals a disturbing pattern of deliberate poisoning and
medical negligence.

Early Career and Warning Signs

During the early years of his medical practice, Michael Swango displayed
troubling behaviors and was connected to multiple patient incidents.
Colleagues reported his unusual interest in patient deaths and unexplained
medical complications. Hospitals began to notice an increase in adverse
events during his shifts, but clear proof of wrongdoing was initially



lacking. These early warning signs were critical in understanding the extent
of the crimes later uncovered during the michael swango trial.

Educational and Professional History

Swango earned his medical degree from Southern Illinois University School of
Medicine. His professional history is notable for frequent job changes, which
helped him avoid scrutiny. He worked at several hospitals, including those in
Ohio and New York, where multiple suspicious deaths occurred. His educational
and professional background was scrutinized extensively during the trial to
establish a pattern of behavior and intent.

Investigation and Evidence Gathering

The investigation into Michael Swango’s activities was complex and spanned
several years, involving multiple law enforcement agencies and medical
boards. Key to the michael swango trial was the collection of physical
evidence, witness testimonies, and medical records that exposed the extent of
his malicious actions. The investigation highlighted systemic failures in
hospital oversight and the challenges in detecting medical malpractice on
this scale.

Triggering Events and Initial Suspicion

The investigation was prompted by a series of unexplained patient deaths and
illnesses at hospitals where Swango was employed. A critical turning point
was the discovery of patient deaths linked to the administration of specific
drugs. Hospital staff grew suspicious and reported irregularities to
authorities. This led to a formal investigation that ultimately uncovered
Swango’s involvement in poisoning patients.

Types of Evidence Collected

Investigators gathered various forms of evidence to build their case against
Swango, including:

e Medical records showing unusual patterns of patient decline

Forensic analysis of toxic substances found in patients’ systems

Witness statements from hospital personnel and colleagues

Swango’s own statements and inconsistencies in his accounts

Employment and licensure documents highlighting falsifications



This comprehensive evidence was pivotal in securing charges against him
during the michael swango trial.

Legal Proceedings of the Michael Swango Trial

The michael swango trial itself was a highly publicized legal proceeding that
attracted attention due to the severity of the accusations and the breach of
trust within the medical profession. Swango faced multiple counts of murder
and attempted murder, as well as charges related to fraud and forgery. The
trial showcased the intricate interplay between medical evidence and legal
strategy.

Charges and Indictments

Michael Swango was indicted on several serious charges, including:

1. Multiple counts of first-degree murder
2. Attempted murder related to patients who survived poisoning
3. Fraud for falsifying medical records and credentials

4. Illegal possession and use of controlled substances

These charges reflected the broad scope of his criminal activities and formed
the foundation of the prosecution’s case.

Trial Proceedings and Key Testimonies

The trial proceedings involved testimonies from medical experts, family
members of victims, and hospital staff. Expert witnesses explained how
Swango’s actions deviated from standard medical practice and the scientific
basis for proving intentional poisoning. Defense attorneys challenged the
evidence but were ultimately unable to refute the substantial proof of guilt.
The michael swango trial lasted several months and culminated in a
conviction.

Verdict and Sentencing

Michael Swango was found guilty on multiple counts, leading to a life
sentence without the possibility of parole. The sentencing underscored the
gravity of his crimes and served as a warning to the medical community about
the importance of vigilance and accountability. The verdict closed one of the
most disturbing chapters in medical criminal history.



Impact on Medical Practices and Regulations

The michael swango trial had far-reaching consequences for medical practices,
hospital administration, and regulatory oversight. It exposed vulnerabilities
in how healthcare institutions monitor their staff and manage patient safety.
The case became a catalyst for reforms aimed at preventing similar
occurrences in the future.

Reforms in Credential Verification

One of the significant outcomes of the trial was the overhaul of credential
verification processes. Hospitals and medical boards implemented stricter
background checks and centralized databases to track physician licensure and
disciplinary actions. These measures aimed to prevent individuals like Swango
from obtaining medical licenses under false pretenses.

Enhanced Patient Safety Protocols

In response to the trial, healthcare institutions adopted more rigorous
patient safety protocols, including:

Increased monitoring of adverse events linked to specific healthcare
workers

Mandatory reporting systems for suspicious medical incidents

Improved training for staff to recognize signs of medical malpractice or
abuse

Collaboration with law enforcement when criminal activity is suspected

These changes aimed to foster a culture of transparency and accountability.

Legacy and Lessons from the Trial

The michael swango trial remains a case study in medical criminality and
systemic failure. It serves as an important reminder of the potential dangers
posed by unchecked individuals within the healthcare system. The trial’s
legacy continues to influence medical ethics education and healthcare policy
development.

Influence on Medical Ethics and Education

Medical schools and professional organizations have integrated lessons from



the michael swango trial into their curricula and ethical guidelines.
Emphasis on professional responsibility, patient welfare, and ethical
decision-making has been strengthened to deter future misconduct.

Ongoing Vigilance and Monitoring

The trial underscored the need for continuous vigilance in healthcare
settings. Institutions have adopted long-term monitoring strategies to detect
unusual patterns that may indicate malpractice. This ongoing commitment to
patient safety remains a critical component of healthcare delivery in the
post-Swango era.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Michael Swango?

Michael Swango is a former American physician and serial killer who was
convicted of multiple murders, primarily targeting patients during his
medical career.

What crimes was Michael Swango accused of during his
trial?

Michael Swango was accused of poisoning patients and colleagues, causing
numerous deaths and serious injuries through deliberate administration of
harmful substances.

When did the Michael Swango trial take place?

Michael Swango's trial occurred in the late 1990s, with his conviction
finalized in 2000.

What evidence was presented during Michael Swango's
trial?

The prosecution presented medical records, toxicology reports, witness
testimonies, and Swango's own suspicious behaviors and inconsistencies in his
accounts.

What was the outcome of Michael Swango's trial?

Michael Swango was convicted and sentenced to life imprisonment without the
possibility of parole.



How did Michael Swango’s medical background
influence the trial?

His medical knowledge enabled him to administer poison undetected, which was
a key factor in both the prosecution's case and the severity of his sentence.

Were there any controversies or challenges during
the Michael Swango trial?

Yes, challenges included gathering sufficient evidence due to the subtle
nature of poisonings and initial skepticism from medical institutions about
his guilt.

What impact did the Michael Swango trial have on
hospital policies?

The trial led to increased scrutiny of medical professionals and stricter
monitoring protocols to prevent similar abuses in healthcare settings.

Additional Resources

1. Deadly Medicine: The Life and Trials of Michael Swango

This book delves into the chilling story of Michael Swango, a medical
professional turned serial killer. It explores his early life, the suspicious
deaths surrounding him, and the investigative efforts that ultimately led to
his conviction. Through detailed trial records and interviews, readers gain
insight into how a trusted doctor became a deadly threat.

2. Poisoned Scalpel: Inside the Michael Swango Case

An in-depth examination of the Michael Swango trial, this book uncovers the
methods used by Swango to harm patients and evade suspicion. It also covers
the legal battles and forensic breakthroughs that played crucial roles in his
apprehension. The narrative highlights the challenges faced by law
enforcement in prosecuting a medical professional.

3. Killer Doctor: The Michael Swango Story

This biography traces the transformation of Michael Swango from an aspiring
physician to a notorious serial killer. It provides a psychological profile
and discusses how systemic failures in the healthcare system allowed his
crimes to continue unchecked. The book also reviews the courtroom drama of
his trial and sentencing.

4. Dark Medicine: The Trial of Michael Swango

Focusing on the legal proceedings, this title offers a comprehensive look at
the trial of Michael Swango. It details the evidence presented, witness
testimonies, and the prosecution’s strategy to prove his guilt beyond a
reasonable doubt. The book sheds light on the intersection of medicine,
ethics, and criminal justice.



5. The Deadly Intern: Michael Swango and Medical Malpractice

This book investigates the case of Michael Swango through the lens of medical
malpractice and patient safety. It discusses the implications of his actions
for hospital protocols and medical oversight. The trial is examined as a
landmark case that raised awareness about the potential dangers within the
healthcare profession.

6. Silent Killer: The Michael Swango Murders

A detailed recounting of the mysterious deaths linked to Michael Swango, this
book reveals how he exploited his position to commit crimes undetected. It
also explores the persistence of investigators who uncovered the truth. The
trial is portrayed as a pivotal moment in bringing justice to Swango’s
victims.

7. Fatal Trust: The Michael Swango Case Study

This case study analyzes the psychological and behavioral patterns of Michael
Swango, providing insights into his motives and methods. The book also covers
the trial proceedings and discusses how trust within medical environments can
be exploited by predators. It serves as both a cautionary tale and a legal
analysis.

8. Medicine’s Dark Shadow: The Story of Michael Swango

Highlighting the darker aspects of the medical profession, this book examines
how Michael Swango’s actions shocked the healthcare community. It recounts
the investigation and the trial, emphasizing the need for vigilance and
reform. The narrative also considers the broader impact of the case on
medical ethics.

9. The Poisoner’s Trial: Michael Swango and Justice Served

This title focuses on the judicial process that led to Michael Swango’s
conviction. It provides a detailed chronicle of the trial, including
courtroom drama, expert testimonies, and legal challenges. The book
underscores the importance of the justice system in addressing crimes
committed by those in positions of trust.
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michael swango trial: People of the State of Illinois V. Swango , 1986

michael swango trial: Bioterrorism and Biocrimes W. Seth Carus, Center for
Counterproliferation Research, 2002 During the past five years, the threat of bioterrorism has
become a subject of widespread concern. Journalists, academics, and policy analysts have
considered the subject, and in most cases found much to alarm them. Most significantly, it has
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captured the attention of policy makers at all levels of government in the United States.
Unfortunately, bioterrorism remains a poorly understood subject. Many policymakers and policy
analysts present apocalyptic visions of the threat, contending that it is only a matter of time before
some terrorist uses biological agents to cause mass casualties. In contrast, other analysts argue that
the empirical record provides no basis for concern, and thus largely dismiss the potential threat.
Neither approach is helpful. Imagining catastrophic threats inevitably leads to a requirement for
impossibly large response capabilities. In contrast, denying the potential danger altogether leads to
the kind of tunnel vision that led U.S. intelligence officials to totally ignore the emergence of Aum
Shinrikyo in Japan, despite its overtly hostile attitude towards the United States. This study takes an
intermediate course. It provides empirical evidence to support the views of those who argue that
biological agents are difficult to use. It also provides abundant evidence that some people have
desired to inflict mass casualties on innocent populations through employment of biological agents.
Fortunately, these accounts also suggest that such people lacked the capability to follow through
with their plans. The research also casts considerable doubt on our ability to predict which
biological agents a perpetrator might employ. While some analysts assume that terrorists will use
those agents that proved of most interest to state weapons programs, bioterrorists and biocriminals
have acquired and used agents of little or no value as weapons of war.

michael swango trial: The Patient Protection Act of 2000 United States. Congress. House.
Committee on Commerce, 2000

michael swango trial: Criminal Poisoning John H. Trestrail, III, 2007-10-28 In this revised
and expanded edition of his critically acclaimed Criminal Poisoning: Investigational Guide for Law
Enforcement, Toxicologists, Forensic Scientists, and Attorneys, leading forensic scientist John
Trestrail offers a pioneering survey of all that is known about the use of poison as a weapon in
murder. Topics range from the use of poisons in history and literature to convicting the poisoner in
court, and include a review of the different types of poisons, techniques for crime scene
investigation, and the critical essentials of the forensic autopsy. The author updates what is
currently known about poisoners in general (psychological profile, types, and statistical analyses)
and their victims (who gets poisoned, investigative considerations, and classic symptoms of
poisoning). The Appendix has been updated to include the more commonly used poisons, as well as
the use of antifreeze as a poison, to reflect some cases that have recently come to light.

michael swango trial: Killer Doctors Colin Evans, 2007-06-05 Doctors have at their disposal a
number of devious ways to extinguish life—and just as many motives—should they desire. Some do.
In Killer Doctors, the dark side of the men in white is revealed. So are the appalling crimes of those
trusted healers. * Michael Swango, a.k.a. “Dr. Death,” one of history’s most notorious serial killers
who may have killed at least 35 patients. ¢ Charles Friedgood, whose shoddy surgeries and
gruesome incompetence led to murder—and exposed the AMA’s “brotherhood of silence.” * The dim
Bernard Finch, whose near-farcical plot to kill his wife revealed a murder so insanely ill-conceived
and executed that it left jurors dumbfounded, amused, and deadlocked. ¢ Plus even more shocking
stories of grave malpractice, morbid bedside manners, and the chilling exploitations of a privileged
profession.

michael swango trial: An Almost Perfect Murder Gary C. King, 2010-04-19 A critical care
nurse marries his patient’s widow only to later poison her in this true crime story by the author of
Stolen in the Night. A Woman with A Passion For Power . . . Kathy Marie Augustine was not out to
make friends. In politics, she rose to the top by playing hardball—and pushing her way through the
old boy’s network of the Nevada legislature, rising to the rank of State Controller. When she died,
only a few people shed tears—including the man who killed her. A Killer with A Foolproof Plan . . .
Chaz Higgs was a former body-builder turned intensive care nurse who saw wealthy, sexy Kathy
Marie Augustine as his meal-ticket—until he couldn’t stomach her domineering personality any
longer. When Chaz decided he’d had enough, he chose a poison that would leave no evidence
behind. Murder Hidden in Plain Sight . . . The death of a nationally-known politician made headlines,
but one slip of the tongue came to the attention of a determined Nevada detective. Now, true-crime



master Gary C. King takes us into the extraordinary life and death of a famously ambitious woman
politician, behind the scenes of the investigation that unearthed shocking secrets, and into the heart
and mind of a man who nearly got away with the perfect crime . . . Includes Sixteen Pages of
Revealing Photos

michael swango trial: Blind Eye James B. Stewart, 2000-06-15 The author of Den of Thieves
traces the path of Michael Swango--who seemed a model young doctor until his patients began dying
in suspicious circumstances. The doctor is thought by the FBI to be the most successful serial killer
in the nation's history. Second serial to New York Daily News.

michael swango trial: Kill the Messenger Nick Schou, 2009-04-28 Soon to be a major motion
picture! Kill the Messenger tells the story of the tragic death of Gary Webb, the controversial
newspaper reporter who committed suicide in December 2004. Webb is the former San Jose
Mercury News reporter whose 1996 Dark Alliance series on the so-called CIA-crack cocaine
connection created a firestorm of controversy and led to his resignation from the paper amid
escalating attacks on his work by the mainstream media. Author and investigative journalist Nick
Schou published numerous articles on the controversy and was the only reporter to significantly
advance Webb's stories. Drawing on exhaustive research and highly personal interviews with Webb's
family, colleagues, supporters and critics, this book argues convincingly that Webb's editors
betrayed him, despite mounting evidence that his stories were correct. Kill the Messenger examines
the Dark Alliance controversy, what it says about the current state of journalism in America, and
how it led Webb to ultimately take his own life. Webb's widow, Susan Bell, remains an ardent
defender of her ex-husband. By combining her story with a probing examination of the one of the
most important media scandals in recent memory, this book provides a gripping view of one of the
greatest tragedies in the annals of investigative journalism.

michael swango trial: Sex, Lies, and Handwriting Michelle Dresbold, James Kwalwasser,
2008-07-22 Explains how to use handwriting analysis to interpret people's character traits,
personalities, and backgrounds, and examines the handwriting of such dangerous individuals as Ted
Bundy, Jack the Ripper, and Osama bin Laden.

michael swango trial: The Reader's Digest DeWitt Wallace, Lila Acheson Wallace, 2001

michael swango trial: America's Dumbest Doctors K. Patrick McDonald, 2009-09 National
Healthcare Reform? Now that's a complex subject. But here's an idea: Why don't we just start by
weeding out the lunatics? The Florida doctor who conspired with his brothers to chop off a finger
with an axe, so they could collect a nifty insurance pay-off . . . The New York physician who
accidently blew himself up, demolishing an entire building, to spite his divorcing wife . . . The
Arizona MD who - while facing 67-counts of sexually abusing his patients - announced in court, Okay.
So I'm not exactly Dr. Marcus Welby. The East Coast doctor who stole a cadaver's hand in order to
impress a topless dancer . . . Oh, we're just getting started. There are 100,000 more you might want
to keep an eye on. Author McDonald breaks ranks and names names.
I sincerely wish I could report that these are merely a few far-out nutcases. I honestly cannot say
that. And this fact alone makes his work, regrettably, important. ]J. William Hollingsworth, MD
(Retired) Former Chief of Medicine, San Diego VA Medical Center Disturbing, provocative and
uncomfortably funny. Lesley Miller, MD, (former surgeon to the stars) USC Medical Center, L.A.
Patrick McDonald is a graduate of UCSD School of Medicine, La
Jolla, original EMS program. He was appointed the first EMS supervisor for the city of San Diego
under Mayor (and then governor) Pete Wilson's administration; was a coauthor of the National
Waterpark Lifeguard Training Manual; a set medic on such movies as Planet of the Apes; has
provided medical services for entertainers such as Engelbert Humperdinck and the Commodores.
For three decades this author and guest speaker has collected thousands of outlandish physician
stories. He writes, I waited 25 years for someone else to do this. The fact is, no profession in
America spawns more outright lunacy. And we thought you might like to know a little more about it.
For more on the fascinating subject of doctor shenanigans, come
visit our website, where you will learn all about your own Dumb Doctor story, money-making




opportunities. We are gathering nutty cases for the next book, due out in the Spring, 2010. Why not
join the fun? www.medicalmaniacs.com

michael swango trial: Forensic Nursing Kelly M. Pyrek, 2006-01-13 Written by an
award-winning investigative journalist with more than twenty years of experience, Forensic Nursing
takes an objective yet engaging look at a profession that according to the author, is only for those
with a strong stomach, a pure heart, and a quick mind. It presents the personal experiences and
perspectives of forensic nurses that w

michael swango trial: Soul Eaters GoA°i RavenSkAY4l VenA¥s, 2019-08 This book paints a
picture of how humanity is willing to kill and murder it's own people.

michael swango trial: Serial Killers: The World's Most Evil Nigel Blundell, 2010-11-10 One
hundred years of the most depraved criminal minds—from H. H. Holmes and Ted Bundy to John
Wayne Gacy, Ian Brady, and Myra Hindley. Their monikers have become part of the true crime
lexicon: among them, the Moors Murders; the Hillside Strangler; Killer Clown; Son of Sam; the Love
Slave Killers; the Scorecard Killer; and the BTK Strangler. On a scale of evil, they are the world’s
worst serial murderers with a propensity for sadism and torture that is beyond the pale. What turned
seemingly ordinary members of society into sick slayers? How did they justify their heinous deeds?
And how did they get away with murder? For answers, true crime journalist Nigel Blundell looks
behind the headlines to delve into the minds of monsters: David Parker Ray an “average working
guy” with a torture chamber in his backyard; Fred and Rose West, married serial killers who
counted their own children among their victims; Ivan Milat, a ritual killer who hunted backpackers
in Australia; Gerald and Charlene Gallego, a sadistic couple who cruised Sacramento with
kidnapping and murder in mind; and former Marines Leonard Lake and Charles Ng, who videotaped
the darkest depths of their depravity in their secluded cabin in the Sierra Nevada foothills. Discover
the truth behind the unspeakable crimes in this “anthology of evil . . . you can’t put down” (Dr.
Michael Stone, forensic psychiatrist).

michael swango trial: The Nurse as Wounded Healer Marion Conti-O'Hare, 2002 This work
depicts the evolution of the wounded healer phenomenon and its impace on the practice of nursing.
It explores how healing has been defined in the past, and emphasizes the changing focus necessary
to meet the relevant health care needs of an increasingly wounded society in the 21st century.

michael swango trial: 100 Serial Killers: The True Crime Encyclopedia and Ultimate
Guide to the World’s Most Notorious Murderers The Bloodnote Curator, 100 Serial Killers: The
True Crime Encyclopedia and Ultimate Guide to the World’s Most Notorious Murderers is your
definitive companion to the darkest minds in criminal history. This gripping anthology dives deep
into the lives, methods, and motives of the world’s most infamous murderers—from historical
predators like H.H. Holmes and Jack the Ripper to modern monsters like Jeffrey Dahmer, Aileen
Wuornos, and the Zodiac Killer. With 100 chilling profiles, this true crime encyclopedia explores the
terrifying psychology of serial killers through the lens of criminal profiling, forensic psychology, and
law enforcement strategy. Each chapter blends real crime stories with chilling psychological insight,
offering readers a rare glimpse into the criminal minds behind the murders. Whether you're a fan of
true detective stories, courtroom drama, or FBI investigations, this book is crafted to satisfy your
obsession with serial killers, cold cases, and the darkest corners of humanity. From killer couples
and death row cases to unsolved mysteries and crime scene analysis, this book covers it all—an
ultimate guide to understanding the mind and methodology of a serial murderer. You'll explore: The
evolution of serial killer profiles and how investigative journalism shaped public perception Famous
cases that changed criminal justice systems across the globe The role of victimology in linking
unsolved murders How dark psychology and psychological thrillers echo real-world horror Chilling
insights into criminal psychology, real murder case files, and forensic breakthroughs The psychology
behind notorious Kkillers like Ted Bundy, Ed Kemper, Richard Ramirez, and more A breakdown of the
tools used by profilers, including crime scene patterns, signature behaviors, and cooling-off periods
Perfect for readers of true crime anthologies, historical crime researchers, or fans of crime
documentaries, this book offers both a scholarly and narrative journey into the most disturbing




realities of human behavior. With detailed breakdowns, court records, police procedures, and
survivor accounts, this is more than just a list—it’s a guided descent into the twisted, true world of
serial murderers. Why Readers Love This Book: It’s a serial killer encyclopedia—organized,
educational, and horrifying. Provides real-world context using forensic psychology and law
enforcement methodology. Includes famous and lesser-known Kkillers for a global, diverse profile
range. Appeals to fans of true crime, psychological profiling, and real crime stories alike. If you're
drawn to the minds of those who Kill, fascinated by the investigators who chase them, and compelled
to understand the systems that catch—or fail to catch—them, this is the book you've been waiting
for. Explore the shadows. Learn the patterns. Know the names. Because in true crime, knowledge
might be your only protection.

michael swango trial: The Social History of Crime and Punishment in America: A-De
Wilbur R. Miller, 2012-08-10 This comprehensive and authoratative four-volume work surveys the
history and philosophy of crime, punishment, and criminal justice institutions in America from
colonial times to the present.

michael swango trial: I, Monster Tom Philbin, 2011-09-27 What goes through the dark minds
of such notorious killers as Ted Bundy, Jeffrey Dahmer, David Berkowitz (Son of Sam), John Wayne
Gacy, Dennis Rader (the BTK Killer), and others? In this chilling book, you'll read exactly what they
were thinking in their own words as they committed horrible crimes. Using court transcripts and
police interviews, veteran true-crime and crime-fiction writer Tom Philbin has compiled the
testimony of twenty infamous serial killers—nineteen men and one woman. For fans of crime stories
who look for realism, this book is like no other. The descriptions couldn’t be more realistic since, in
effect, the book is written by the serial killers themselves. Their words range from the bizarre and
weirdly fascinating to the revolting and horrific. In each case, Philbin provides a background profile
to give readers a sense of the context from which these monsters emerged. Though they come from
different backgrounds, nationalities, and generations, their words do reveal certain common
elements. Not one evinces any sense of compassion or sensitivity in regard to their victims. They
appear to be unable to control the impulses that lead them to kill. And in many cases, they derive a
perverse sexual satisfaction from their deeds. Taking true-crime reading to a new level of
immediacy, this disturbing book offers a glimpse into the worst side of human nature.

michael swango trial: Postmortem Stefan Timmermans, 2008-11-15 As elected coroners
came to be replaced by medical examiners with scientific training, the American public became
fascinated with their work. From the grisly investigations showcased on highly rated television
shows like C.S.I. to the bestselling mysteries that revolve around forensic science, medical
examiners have never been so visible—or compelling. They, and they alone, solve the riddle of
suspicious death and the existential questions that come with it. Why did someone die? Could it have
been prevented? Should someone be held accountable? What are the implications of ruling a death a
suicide, a homicide, or an accident? Can medical examiners unmask the perfect crime? Postmortem
goes deep inside the world of medical examiners to uncover the intricate web of pathological, social,
legal, and moral issues in which they operate. Stefan Timmermans spent years in a medical
examiner’s office, following cases, interviewing examiners, and watching autopsies. While he relates
fascinating cases here, he is also more broadly interested in the cultural authority and
responsibilities that come with being a medical examiner. Although these professionals attempt to
remain objective, medical examiners are nonetheless responsible for evaluating subtle human
intentions. Consequently, they may end—or start—criminal investigations, issue public health alerts,
and even cause financial gain or harm to survivors. How medical examiners speak to the living on
behalf of the dead, is Timmermans’s subject, revealed here in the day-to-day lives of the examiners
themselves.

michael swango trial: Weekly World News , 1985-10-22 Rooted in the creative success of
over 30 years of supermarket tabloid publishing, the Weekly World News has been the world's only
reliable news source since 1979. The online hub www.weeklyworldnews.com is a leading
entertainment news site.
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our one-stop shop for promotions and savings on crafts, décor, and much more. Start saving today!
Stores | Michaels Find your nearest Michaels store and explore a wide range of arts, crafts, décor,
and project ideas

Arts & Crafts Store Locations | Michaels Michaels is the nation's largest retailer of arts and
crafts supplies. Shop online or browse our locations to find a store near you
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