mathematical logic

mathematical logic is a branch of mathematics and philosophy that deals with formal systems,
symbolic reasoning, and the foundations of mathematical truth. It provides rigorous methods for
analyzing the structure of mathematical statements and proofs, enabling a clearer understanding of
mathematical concepts and their interrelations. This field encompasses various sub-disciplines
including set theory, model theory, proof theory, and computability theory, each exploring different
aspects of logic and its applications. Mathematical logic plays a crucial role in computer science,
linguistics, and artificial intelligence by offering tools for algorithm design, programming language
semantics, and automated theorem proving. This article examines the core components of
mathematical logic, its historical development, fundamental principles, and practical implications.
The following sections will explore the main branches of mathematical logic, its key concepts, and its
significance in contemporary research and technology.
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History and Development of Mathematical Logic

The evolution of mathematical logic is a story of intellectual progress that spans over two millennia,
tracing back to ancient philosophers and culminating in modern formal systems. Early contributions
from Aristotle laid the groundwork for deductive reasoning, which was later expanded by medieval
logicians. The 19th and early 20th centuries witnessed a revolutionary transformation in logic,
driven by the desire to place mathematics on a firm axiomatic foundation. Pioneers such as George
Boole, Gottlob Frege, and Bertrand Russell formulated symbolic logic systems that extended beyond
classical syllogistic logic. The development of set theory by Georg Cantor introduced new methods
for dealing with infinite collections, which became integral to mathematical logic. Later, Kurt
Godel’s incompleteness theorems and Alan Turing’s work on computability profoundly influenced the
understanding of what can be formally proven or computed within logical systems.

Ancient and Classical Origins

Mathematical logic originated from classical logic, primarily studied by Aristotle, who formalized
syllogistic reasoning. This early framework was limited but provided a foundation for systematic
reasoning.



Symbolic Logic and the 19th Century Revolution

The introduction of symbolic notation by Boole and others enabled the expression of logical
arguments in algebraic form, setting the stage for rigorous mathematical treatments of logic.

20th Century Formalization and Breakthroughs

Frege’s Begriffsschrift and Russell and Whitehead’s Principia Mathematica marked significant
milestones in formalizing logic. Godel’s incompleteness theorems and Turing’s computational models
further clarified the limits and possibilities of formal systems.

Core Branches of Mathematical Logic

Mathematical logic is composed of several interrelated branches, each focusing on different aspects
of logical systems and their applications. These include set theory, model theory, proof theory, and
recursion theory (computability theory). Together, they form a comprehensive framework for
understanding the nature of mathematical reasoning and the structure of formal languages.

Set Theory

Set theory studies the properties and relationships of sets, which are fundamental objects in
mathematics representing collections of elements. It provides the language and axioms for
constructing and analyzing mathematical objects and has implications for understanding infinity,
cardinality, and the foundations of mathematics.

Model Theory

Model theory investigates the interpretation of formal languages and theories by studying models
that satisfy given sets of axioms. It connects syntactic expressions with their semantic meanings,
exploring structures that realize particular logical formulas.

Proof Theory

Proof theory examines the nature of mathematical proofs as formal objects. It seeks to analyze the
structure and complexity of proofs, providing insights into consistency, completeness, and the
constructive content of mathematical arguments.

Recursion Theory (Computability Theory)

Recursion theory focuses on the study of computable functions and decision problems. It classifies
problems according to their solvability by algorithms and investigates the limits of computation
within formal systems.



Fundamental Concepts in Mathematical Logic

Several foundational concepts underpin mathematical logic, enabling it to rigorously formalize
reasoning processes. These concepts include formal languages, syntax and semantics, logical
inference, and the notions of consistency and completeness.

Formal Languages

A formal language consists of symbols and rules for constructing well-formed formulas. It provides
the framework for expressing logical statements precisely and unambiguously, essential for formal
proofs and computational logic.

Syntax and Semantics

Syntax pertains to the formal structure and formation rules of expressions within a logical language,
while semantics deals with the meaning or interpretation of these expressions in models or
structures. This distinction is crucial for understanding the validity and truth of logical statements.

Logical Inference and Proof Systems

Logical inference involves deriving new statements from given axioms or premises using formal
rules. Proof systems, such as natural deduction and Hilbert-style systems, provide methods to
construct and verify proofs rigorously.

Consistency, Completeness, and Decidability

Consistency ensures that no contradictions can be derived within a formal system. Completeness
guarantees that all true statements expressible in the system can be proven. Decidability concerns
whether there exists an effective procedure to determine the truth or falsity of any statement in the
system.

Applications of Mathematical Logic

Mathematical logic extends beyond theoretical mathematics, impacting a wide range of disciplines.
Its principles are fundamental to computer science, artificial intelligence, linguistics, and even
philosophy, providing tools for problem-solving and the development of new technologies.

Computer Science and Algorithms

Mathematical logic underlies the theory of computation, enabling the design of algorithms,
programming languages, and verification methods. Logic programming and automated theorem
proving are direct applications of formal logical systems.



Artificial Intelligence and Automated Reasoning

Logical frameworks facilitate knowledge representation, reasoning, and decision-making in Al
systems. Techniques from mathematical logic help develop expert systems, natural language
processing, and machine learning algorithms.

Linguistics and Formal Semantics

Formal logic provides the tools to analyze the syntax and semantics of natural languages, aiding in
the study of meaning, inference, and language structure within linguistics.

Philosophy and Foundations of Mathematics

Mathematical logic addresses foundational questions about the nature of mathematical truth, the
limits of formal systems, and the philosophy of language and mathematics.

Challenges and Future Directions

Despite significant advances, mathematical logic continues to face challenges related to
undecidability, complexity, and the search for new axioms. Ongoing research explores expanding
logical frameworks, improving computational methods, and applying logic to emerging fields.

Undecidability and Incompleteness

Godel’s incompleteness theorems and related results impose fundamental limits on formal systems,
prompting investigations into alternative logical systems and extensions.

Complexity and Computational Limits

Understanding the computational complexity of logical decision problems remains a central
challenge, influencing algorithm design and resource optimization.

Expanding Logical Systems

Developments in modal logic, temporal logic, and other non-classical logics aim to address
limitations of classical logic and model more complex phenomena.

Interdisciplinary Applications

Future directions include deeper integration of mathematical logic with data science, quantum
computing, and cognitive science, broadening its impact and applicability.



e Formal language design and refinement
e Advances in automated theorem proving
e Applications in emerging computational paradigms

e Philosophical implications of new logical frameworks

Frequently Asked Questions

What is mathematical logic and why is it important?

Mathematical logic is a subfield of mathematics exploring formal systems, proof theory, model
theory, and computability. It provides the foundation for rigorous reasoning in mathematics and
computer science.

What are the main branches of mathematical logic?

The main branches of mathematical logic are set theory, model theory, proof theory, and recursion
theory (computability theory). Each studies different aspects of formal reasoning and mathematical
structures.

How does mathematical logic relate to computer science?

Mathematical logic underpins areas of computer science such as algorithms, programming language
semantics, automated theorem proving, and formal verification by providing formal frameworks for
reasoning about computation and correctness.

What is Godel's incompleteness theorem?

Godel's incompleteness theorem states that in any consistent formal system that is rich enough to
express arithmetic, there are true statements that cannot be proven within the system, highlighting
fundamental limits of formal axiomatic systems.

What role does model theory play in mathematical logic?

Model theory studies the relationship between formal languages and their interpretations or models.
It helps analyze the properties of mathematical structures and the truth of statements within those
structures.

Can mathematical logic be used to solve real-world problems?

Yes, mathematical logic is applied in fields like artificial intelligence, software development,
cryptography, and database theory to solve complex problems by enabling formal reasoning and
verification.



What is the difference between proof theory and model
theory?

Proof theory focuses on the syntactic aspect of logic, studying formal proofs and derivations, while
model theory focuses on the semantic aspect, studying the interpretation of languages in
mathematical structures.

How does recursion theory contribute to understanding
computation?

Recursion theory, or computability theory, studies which problems can be algorithmically solved and
classifies functions based on their computability, providing a theoretical foundation for computer
science.

What are formal systems in mathematical logic?

Formal systems are precisely defined languages with a set of symbols, formation rules, and
inference rules used to derive theorems. They provide a framework for rigorous and unambiguous
mathematical reasoning.

Additional Resources

1. Introduction to Mathematical Logic

This book offers a comprehensive introduction to the fundamental concepts of mathematical logic,
including propositional and predicate logic. It is designed for beginners and covers syntax,
semantics, proof theory, and basic model theory. The text balances rigorous formalism with intuitive
explanations, making it accessible for students in mathematics and computer science.

2. Computability and Logic

A classic work that explores the connections between computability theory and mathematical logic.
It delves into Turing machines, recursive functions, and Godel’s incompleteness theorems. The book
is well-suited for those interested in theoretical computer science and the foundations of
mathematics.

3. Set Theory and the Continuum Hypothesis

This title provides an in-depth study of set theory with a particular focus on the continuum
hypothesis and its implications. It covers Zermelo-Fraenkel axioms, ordinal and cardinal numbers,
and forcing techniques. The book is ideal for readers looking to understand advanced topics in logic
and set theory.

4. Model Theory: An Introduction

A clear and accessible introduction to model theory, this book covers structures, theories, and types.
It explains key concepts such as compactness, completeness, and quantifier elimination with
numerous examples. Suitable for graduate students, it bridges the gap between abstract theory and
practical applications.

5. Proofs and Types
This book explores the correspondence between logic and type theory, emphasizing the Curry-



Howard isomorphism. It discusses constructive logic, lambda calculus, and formal proofs, providing
a foundation for understanding programming language theory. Readers interested in the
intersection of logic and computer science will find it particularly valuable.

6. First-Order Logic

Focused on the syntax and semantics of first-order logic, this book presents methods for proof
construction and model building. It covers completeness, compactness, and Lowenheim-Skolem
theorems in detail. The text is well-suited for students who want a solid foundation in formal logic
systems.

7. Godel's Proof

An accessible presentation of Kurt Godel’s incompleteness theorems, this book explains their
significance and impact on mathematics. It uses intuitive language and minimal technical jargon to
make complex ideas understandable. Ideal for readers new to logic who want to grasp one of the
field’s most profound results.

8. Logic and Structure

This comprehensive text covers a broad range of topics in mathematical logic, including syntax,
semantics, recursion theory, and model theory. Its clear exposition and numerous exercises make it
a favorite among students and instructors alike. The book also introduces advanced topics such as
definability and computability.

9. Mathematical Logic

A thorough exploration of classical logic, this book discusses propositional logic, predicate logic, and
proof theory. It also addresses metalogical results like completeness and compactness theorems.
With a balance of theory and application, it serves as a valuable resource for students of
mathematics and philosophy.

Mathematical Logic
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mathematical logic: A Concise Introduction to Mathematical Logic Wolfgang Rautenberg,
2006-09-28 While there are already several well known textbooks on mathematical logic this book is
unique in treating the material in a concise and streamlined fashion. This allows many important
topics to be covered in a one semester course. Although the book is intended for use as a graduate
text the first three chapters can be understood by undergraduates interested in mathematical logic.
The remaining chapters contain material on logic programming for computer scientists, model
theory, recursion theory, Godel’s Incompleteness Theorems, and applications of mathematical logic.
Philosophical and foundational problems of mathematics are discussed throughout the text.

mathematical logic: Mathematical Logic for Computer Science Mordechai Ben-Ari, 2012-06-16
Mathematical Logic for Computer Science is a mathematics textbook with theorems and proofs, but
the choice of topics has been guided by the needs of students of computer science. The method of
semantic tableaux provides an elegant way to teach logic that is both theoretically sound and easy to
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understand. The uniform use of tableaux-based techniques facilitates learning advanced logical
systems based on what the student has learned from elementary systems. The logical systems
presented are: propositional logic, first-order logic, resolution and its application to logic
programming, Hoare logic for the verification of sequential programs, and linear temporal logic for
the verification of concurrent programs. The third edition has been entirely rewritten and includes
new chapters on central topics of modern computer science: SAT solvers and model checking.

mathematical logic: Handbook of Mathematical Logic J. Barwise, 1982-03-01 The handbook
is divided into four parts: model theory, set theory, recursion theory and proof theory. Each of the
four parts begins with a short guide to the chapters that follow. Each chapter is written for
non-specialists in the field in question. Mathematicians will find that this book provides them with a
unique opportunity to apprise themselves of developments in areas other than their own.

mathematical logic: Mathematical Logic and the Foundations of Mathematics G. T.
Kneebone, 1963

mathematical logic: Introduction to Mathematical Logic Elliot Mendelsohn, 2012-12-06 This is
a compact mtroduction to some of the pnncipal tOpICS of mathematical logic . In the belief that
beginners should be exposed to the most natural and easiest proofs, I have used free-swinging
set-theoretic methods. The significance of a demand for constructive proofs can be evaluated only
after a certain amount of experience with mathematical logic has been obtained. If we are to be
expelled from Cantor's paradise (as nonconstructive set theory was called by Hilbert), at least we
should know what we are missing. The major changes in this new edition are the following. (1) In
Chapter 5, Effective Computability, Turing-computabllity IS now the central notion, and diagrams
(flow-charts) are used to construct Turing machines. There are also treatments of Markov
algorithms, Herbrand-Godel-computability, register machines, and random access machines.
Recursion theory is gone into a little more deeply, including the s-m-n theorem, the recursion
theorem, and Rice's Theorem. (2) The proofs of the Incompleteness Theorems are now based upon
the Diagonalization Lemma. Lob's Theorem and its connection with Godel's Second Theorem are
also studied. (3) In Chapter 2, Quantification Theory, Henkin's proof of the completeness theorem
has been postponed until the reader has gained more experience in proof techniques. The exposition
of the proof itself has been improved by breaking it down into smaller pieces and using the notion of
a scapegoat theory. There is also an entirely new section on semantic trees.

mathematical logic: Introduction to Mathematical Logic Elliott Mendelson, 2015-05-21 The
new edition of this classic textbook, Introduction to Mathematical Logic, Sixth Edition explores the
principal topics of mathematical logic. It covers propositional logic, first-order logic, first-order
number theory, axiomatic set theory, and the theory of computability. The text also discusses the
major results of Godel, Church, Kleene, Rosse

mathematical logic: Modern Mathematical Logic Joseph Mileti, 2022-09-22 This textbook gives
a complete and modern introduction to mathematical logic. The author uses contemporary notation,
conventions, and perspectives throughout, and emphasizes interactions with the rest of
mathematics. In addition to covering the basic concepts of mathematical logic and the fundamental
material on completeness, compactness, and incompleteness, it devotes significant space to
thorough introductions to the pillars of the modern subject: model theory, set theory, and
computability. Requiring only a modest background of undergraduate mathematics, the text can be
readily adapted for a variety of one- or two-semester courses at the upper-undergraduate or
beginning-graduate level. Numerous examples reinforce the key ideas and illustrate their
applications, and a wealth of classroom-tested exercises serve to consolidate readers'
understanding. Comprehensive and engaging, this book offers a fresh approach to this enduringly
fascinating and important subject.

mathematical logic: Mathematical Logic George Tourlakis, 2011-03-01 A comprehensive and
user-friendly guide to the use of logic in mathematical reasoning Mathematical Logic presents a
comprehensive introduction to formal methods of logic and their use as a reliable tool for deductive
reasoning. With its user-friendly approach, this book successfully equips readers with the key



concepts and methods for formulating valid mathematical arguments that can be used to uncover
truths across diverse areas of study such as mathematics, computer science, and philosophy. The
book develops the logical tools for writing proofs by guiding readers through both the established
Hilbert style of proof writing, as well as the equational style that is emerging in computer science
and engineering applications. Chapters have been organized into the two topical areas of Boolean
logic and predicate logic. Techniques situated outside formal logic are applied to illustrate and
demonstrate significant facts regarding the power and limitations of logic, such as: Logic can certify
truths and only truths. Logic can certify all absolute truths (completeness theorems of Post and
Godel). Logic cannot certify all conditional truths, such as those that are specific to the Peano
arithmetic. Therefore, logic has some serious limitations, as shown through Godel's incompleteness
theorem. Numerous examples and problem sets are provided throughout the text, further facilitating
readers' understanding of the capabilities of logic to discover mathematical truths. In addition, an
extensive appendix introduces Tarski semantics and proceeds with detailed proofs of completeness
and first incompleteness theorems, while also providing a self-contained introduction to the theory
of computability. With its thorough scope of coverage and accessible style, Mathematical Logic is an
ideal book for courses in mathematics, computer science, and philosophy at the
upper-undergraduate and graduate levels. It is also a valuable reference for researchers and
practitioners who wish to learn how to use logic in their everyday work.

mathematical logic: Mathematical Logic Ian Chiswell, Wilfrid Hodges, 2007-05-17 Assuming
no previous study in logic, this informal yet rigorous text covers the material of a standard
undergraduate first course in mathematical logic, using natural deduction and leading up to the
completeness theorem for first-order logic. At each stage of the text, the reader is given an intuition
based on standard mathematical practice, which is subsequently developed with clean formal
mathematics. Alongside the practical examples, readers learn what can and can't becalculated; for
example the correctness of a derivation proving a given sequent can be tested mechanically, but
there is no general mechanical test for the existence of a derivation proving the given sequent. The
undecidability results are proved rigorously in an optional final chapter, assumingMatiyasevich's
theorem characterising the computably enumerable relations. Rigorous proofs of the adequacy and
completeness proofs of the relevant logics are provided, with careful attention to the languages
involved. Optional sections discuss the classification of mathematical structures by first-order
theories; the required theory of cardinality is developed from scratch. Throughout the book there
are notes on historical aspects of the material, and connections with linguistics andcomputer
science, and the discussion of syntax and semantics is influenced by modern linguistic approaches.
Two basic themes in recent cognitive science studies of actual human reasoning are also introduced.
Including extensive exercises and selected solutions, this text is ideal for students in
Logic,Mathematics, Philosophy, and Computer Science.

mathematical logic: A Course on Mathematical Logic Shashi Mohan Srivastava, 2013-01-16
This is a short, modern, and motivated introduction to mathematical logic for upper undergraduate
and beginning graduate students in mathematics and computer science. Any mathematician who is
interested in getting acquainted with logic and would like to learn Godel’s incompleteness theorems
should find this book particularly useful. The treatment is thoroughly mathematical and prepares
students to branch out in several areas of mathematics related to foundations and computability,
such as logic, axiomatic set theory, model theory, recursion theory, and computability. In this new
edition, many small and large changes have been made throughout the text. The main purpose of
this new edition is to provide a healthy first introduction to model theory, which is a very important
branch of logic. Topics in the new chapter include ultraproduct of models, elimination of quantifiers,
types, applications of types to model theory, and applications to algebra, number theory and
geometry. Some proofs, such as the proof of the very important completeness theorem, have been
completely rewritten in a more clear and concise manner. The new edition also introduces new
topics, such as the notion of elementary class of structures, elementary diagrams, partial elementary
maps, homogeneous structures, definability, and many more.



mathematical logic: Mathematical Logic Roman Kossak, 2018-10-03 This book, presented in
two parts, offers a slow introduction to mathematical logic, and several basic concepts of model
theory, such as first-order definability, types, symmetries, and elementary extensions. Its first part,
Logic Sets, and Numbers, shows how mathematical logic is used to develop the number structures of
classical mathematics. The exposition does not assume any prerequisites; it is rigorous, but as
informal as possible. All necessary concepts are introduced exactly as they would be in a course in
mathematical logic; but are accompanied by more extensive introductory remarks and examples to
motivate formal developments. The second part, Relations, Structures, Geometry, introduces several
basic concepts of model theory, such as first-order definability, types, symmetries, and elementary
extensions, and shows how they are used to study and classify mathematical structures. Although
more advanced, this second part is accessible to the reader who is either already familiar with basic
mathematical logic, or has carefully read the first part of the book. Classical developments in model
theory, including the Compactness Theorem and its uses, are discussed. Other topics include
tameness, minimality, and order minimality of structures. The book can be used as an introduction to
model theory, but unlike standard texts, it does not require familiarity with abstract algebra. This
book will also be of interest to mathematicians who know the technical aspects of the subject, but
are not familiar with its history and philosophical background.

mathematical logic: A Beginner's Guide to Mathematical Logic Raymond M. Smullyan,
2014-03-19 Combining stories of great writers and philosophers with quotations and riddles, this
original text for first courses in mathematical logic examines problems related to proofs,
propositional logic and first-order logic, undecidability, and other topics. 2014 edition.

mathematical logic: Introduction to Mathematical Logic Jerome Malitz, 2012-12-06 This
book is intended as an undergraduate senior level or beginning graduate level text for mathematical
logic. There are virtually no prere quisites, although a familiarity with notions encountered in a
beginning course in abstract algebra such as groups, rings, and fields will be useful in providing
some motivation for the topics in Part III. An attempt has been made to develop the beginning of
each part slowly and then to gradually quicken the pace and the complexity of the material. Each
part ends with a brief introduction to selected topics of current interest. The text is divided into
three parts: one dealing with set theory, another with computable function theory, and the last with
model theory. Part III relies heavily on the notation, concepts and results discussed in Part I and to
some extent on Part II. Parts I and II are independent of each other, and each provides enough
material for a one semester course. The exercises cover a wide range of difficulty with an emphasis
on more routine problems in the earlier sections of each part in order to familiarize the reader with
the new notions and methods. The more difficult exercises are accompanied by hints. In some cases
significant theorems are devel oped step by step with hints in the problems. Such theorems are not
used later in the sequence.

mathematical logic: Mathematical Logic René Cori, Daniel Lascar, 2000 Logic forms the
basis of mathematics, and is hence a fundamental part of any mathematics course. It is a major
element in theoretical computer science and has undergone a huge revival with the every- growing
importance of computer science. This text is based on a course to undergraduates and provides a
clear and accessible introduction to mathematical logic. The concept of model provides the
underlying theme, giving the text a theoretical coherence whilst still covering a wide area of logic.
The foundations having been laid in Part I, this book starts with recursion theory, a topic essential
for the complete scientist. Then follows Godel's incompleteness theorems and axiomatic set theory.
Chapter 8 provides an introduction to model theory. There are examples throughout each section,
and varied selection of exercises at the end. Answers to the exercises are given in the appendix.

mathematical logic: Mathematical Logic Heinz-Dieter Ebbinghaus, Jorg Flum, Wolfgang
Thomas, 2021-05-28 This introduction to first-order logic clearly works out the role of first-order
logic in the foundations of mathematics, particularly the two basic questions of the range of the
axiomatic method and of theorem-proving by machines. It covers several advanced topics not
commonly treated in introductory texts, such as Fraissé's characterization of elementary



equivalence, Lindstrom's theorem on the maximality of first-order logic, and the fundamentals of
logic programming.

mathematical logic: Mathematical Logic Joseph R. Shoenfield, 2001-02-09 8.3 The consistency
proof -- 8.4 Applications of the consistency proof -- 8.5 Second-order arithmetic -- Problems --
Chapter 9: Set Theory -- 9.1 Axioms for sets -- 9.2 Development of set theory -- 9.3 Ordinals -- 9.4
Cardinals -- 9.5 Interpretations of set theory -- 9.6 Constructible sets -- 9.7 The axiom of
constructibility -- 9.8 Forcing -- 9.9 The independence proofs -- 9.10 Large cardinals -- Problems --
Appendix The Word Problem -- Index

mathematical logic: Set Theory And Foundations Of Mathematics: An Introduction To
Mathematical Logic - Volume I: Set Theory (Second Edition) Douglas Cenzer, Christopher Porter,
Jindrich Zapletal, 2025-01-10 This book presents both axiomatic and descriptive set theory, targeting
upper-level undergraduate and beginning graduate students. It aims to equip them for advanced
studies in set theory, mathematical logic, and other mathematical fields, including analysis,
topology, and algebra.The book is designed as a flexible and accessible text for a one-semester
introductory in set theory, where the existing alternatives may be more demanding or specialized.
Readers will learn the universally accepted basis of the field, with several popular topics added as an
option. Pointers to more advanced study are scattered through the text.This new edition includes
additional topics on trees, ordinal functions, and sets, along with numerous new exercises. The
presentation has been improved, and several typographical errors have been corrected.

mathematical logic: Popular Lectures on Mathematical Logic Hao Wang, 1993-01-01
Noted logician discusses both theoretical underpinnings and practical applications, exploring set
theory, model theory, recursion theory and constructivism, proof theory, logic's relation to computer
science, and other subjects. 1981 edition, reissued by Dover in 1993 with a new Postscript by the
author.

mathematical logic: Mathematical Logic H.-D. Ebbinghaus, J. Flum, Wolfgang Thomas,
2013-03-14 What is a mathematical proof? How can proofs be justified? Are there limitations to
provability? To what extent can machines carry out mathe matical proofs? Only in this century has
there been success in obtaining substantial and satisfactory answers. The present book contains a
systematic discussion of these results. The investigations are centered around first-order logic. Our
first goal is Godel's completeness theorem, which shows that the con sequence relation coincides
with formal provability: By means of a calcu lus consisting of simple formal inference rules, one can
obtain all conse quences of a given axiom system (and in particular, imitate all mathemat ical
proofs). A short digression into model theory will help us to analyze the expres sive power of the
first-order language, and it will turn out that there are certain deficiencies. For example, the
first-order language does not allow the formulation of an adequate axiom system for arithmetic or
analysis. On the other hand, this difficulty can be overcome--even in the framework of first-order
logic-by developing mathematics in set-theoretic terms. We explain the prerequisites from set theory
necessary for this purpose and then treat the subtle relation between logic and set theory in a
thorough manner.

mathematical logic: Introduction to Mathematical Logic Micha? Walicki, 2012 This is a
systematic and well-paced introduction to mathematical logic. Excellent as a course text, the book
does not presuppose any previous knowledge and can be used also for self-study by more ambitious
students. Starting with the basics of set theory, induction and computability, it covers propositional
and first-order logic their syntax, reasoning systems and semantics. Soundness and completeness
results for Hilbert's and Gentzen's systems are presented, along with simple decidability arguments.
The general applicability of various concepts and techniques is demonstrated by highlighting their
consistent reuse in different contexts. Unlike in most comparable texts, presentation of syntactic
reasoning systems precedes the semantic explanations. The simplicity of syntactic constructions and
rules of a high, though often neglected, pedagogical value aids students in approaching more
complex semantic issues. This order of presentation also brings forth the relative independence of
syntax from the semantics, helping to appreciate the importance of the purely symbolic systems, like



those underlying computers. An overview of the history of logic precedes the main text, in which
careful presentation of concepts, results and examples is accompanied by the informal analogies and
illustrations. These informal aspects are kept clearly apart from the technical ones. Together, they
form a unique text which may be appreciated equally by lecturers and students occupied with
mathematical precision, as well as those interested in the relations of logical formalisms to the
problems of computability and the philosophy of mathematical logic.
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